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PREFACE

Public Financial Management (PEM) is an umbrella concept that covers
all the activities carried out for the effective and efficient management of
public resources and requires a continuous adaptation to changes in the
economy and society. One challenge PFM faces at the moment is
Sustainable Development, as public sector organisations must ensure ser-
vices will be available to future generations to meet their own needs. In
this realm, literature has to consider how governments can become more
effective and efficient in service provision and at the same time cherish
sustainability.

This book addresses a gap in PFM studies and literature by analysing
the relevance of sustainability for public financial management systems, in
an era where contributions are scarce and primarily focused on individual
countries.

In this book, an effort to cover all topics linked with Sustainable
Development in the public sector relevant to PFM in terms of sustainabil-
ity, climate change and SDGs achievement has been sought. To do this,
the book aims at describing the concepts, performing a literature review
presenting the relevant advances at an international level, and showing the
status quo of sustainability in PFM in several European countries.

The book adopts a comparative perspective. In this sense, while each
chapter provides stand-alone information on a given topic, this is further
enhanced with reference to the state of the art based on up-to-date empiri-
cal evidence.

In order to illustrate the situation in each country, the authors con-
tacted reputable academics, all having a deep knowledge of the different
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governmental levels of their home country. They were asked to contribute
to the book with a synopsis of the current situation and the main advances
of the different initiatives and tools adopted to promote sustainable devel-
opment in the different levels of government in the relevant country.

This book can offer a valuable contribution useful for research, educa-
tional and professional applications, as well as a basis for developing pro-
posals for standardising or harmonising sustainability reporting in the
public sector.

Fisciano, Italy Marco Bisogno
Zaragoza, Spain Isabel Brusca
Modena, Italy Eugenio Caperchione
Athens, Greece Sandra Cohen

Naples, Italy Francesca Manes-Rossi
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