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Public Financial Management (PFM) is an umbrella concept that covers 
all the activities carried out for the effective and efficient management of 
public resources and requires a continuous adaptation to changes in the 
economy and society. One challenge PFM faces at the moment is 
Sustainable Development, as public sector organisations must ensure ser-
vices will be available to future generations to meet their own needs. In 
this realm, literature has to consider how governments can become more 
effective and efficient in service provision and at the same time cherish 
sustainability.

This book addresses a gap in PFM studies and literature by analysing 
the relevance of sustainability for public financial management systems, in 
an era where contributions are scarce and primarily focused on individual 
countries.

In this book, an effort to cover all topics linked with Sustainable 
Development in the public sector relevant to PFM in terms of sustainabil-
ity, climate change and SDGs achievement has been sought. To do this, 
the book aims at describing the concepts, performing a literature review 
presenting the relevant advances at an international level, and showing the 
status quo of sustainability in PFM in several European countries.

The book adopts a comparative perspective. In this sense, while each 
chapter provides stand-alone information on a given topic, this is further 
enhanced with reference to the state of the art based on up-to-date empiri-
cal evidence.

In order to illustrate the situation in each country, the authors con-
tacted reputable academics, all having a deep knowledge of the different 

Preface
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governmental levels of their home country. They were asked to contribute 
to the book with a synopsis of the current situation and the main advances 
of the different initiatives and tools adopted to promote sustainable devel-
opment in the different levels of government in the relevant country.

This book can offer a valuable contribution useful for research, educa-
tional and professional applications, as well as a basis for developing pro-
posals for standardising or harmonising sustainability reporting in the 
public sector.

Fisciano, Italy Marco Bisogno
Zaragoza, Spain  Isabel Brusca
Modena, Italy  Eugenio Caperchione
Athens, Greece  Sandra Cohen
Naples, Italy  Francesca Manes-Rossi
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A unique characteristic of this book is that it is informed by the state-of- 
the-art of the way sustainability has been embedded in the PFM in 16 
European countries. This would not have been achieved without the gen-
erous support of 25 colleagues who complemented our work. Therefore, 
we would like to acknowledge the support of the academic contributors 
for their valuable input and for their help with the filling in country tables 
and the provision of summaries about the regulations and the initiatives in 
the different levels of government. Some of this information has been 
included in the book chapters in the form of boxes focusing on country 
examples. These boxes contain information that is considered relevant and 
of special interest to showcase the situation of a research topic in a country.

The contributors of the country information (in countries’ alphabetic 
order) are the following:

Austria
Iris Saliterer, Full Professor at the University Freiburg, Department 

Public and Nonprofit Management, Faculty of Behavioral and Economic 
Sciences. Freiburg, Germany

Sanja Korac ́, Professor, Head of the Department of Public Management 
at the German University of Administrative Sciences Speyer

Croatia
Gorana Roje, Head of Strategic planning Unit at the Ministry of Physical 

Planning, Construction and State Assets, Croatia
Vesna Vašicěk, Full professor at the University of Zagreb, Faculty of 

Economics and Business, Department of Accounting. Zagreb, Croatia
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