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[D]reary people occasionally turn up useful facts and
contribute to learning in all kinds of ways in which
the more imaginative are too impatient to do.

IB to Dan Davin, 24
April 1968



About the Book

In this volume, the third of four, Isaiah Berlin creates a new
institution in Oxford, securing his place in history as a
charismatic intellectual leader as well as a prominent
thinker in his own right. Wolfson College is today the largest
graduate college in Oxford, a thriving research community
imbued with Berlin’s remarkable personality.

In the period covered here (1960-75) Berlin dines with
President John F. Kennedy on the day he is told of the Soviet
missile bases in Cuba; JFK and his brother Robert are
assassinated; the Arab-Israeli Six-Day War of 1967 creates
problems that are still with us today; Richard M. Nixon
succeeds Johnson as US President, and resigns over
Watergate; and the long agony of the Vietnam War grinds
on in the background.

At the same time Berlin publishes some of his most
important work, including Four Essays on Liberty – the key
texts of his liberal pluralism – and the essays later included
in Vico and Herder. He talks on the BBC Third Programme
(later Radio 3), and appears on television and in
documentary films. He is a director of Covent Garden, and is
appointed to the Order of Merit. He spends many months in
the US, principally as a visiting professor at Harvard, CUNY
and Princeton. He gives numerous lectures, especially his
celebrated Mellon Lectures in Washington, DC, in 1965, later
published as The Roots of Romanticism.

Behind the public events there is a constant stream of
gossip and commentary, acerbic humour and warm
personal feeling. Berlin writes about an enormous range of
topics to a sometimes dazzling cast of correspondents. He
clarifies and amplifies his ideas and reacts – always vividly



and entertainingly – to the people and places he
encounters. The social and intellectual comedy of the period
finds its perfect observer and narrator, and Berlin displays
his own personality in all its inspiring and maddening
complexity. Here, too, are passionate letters to his wife
Aline, included for the first time. This new volume leaves no
doubt that Berlin is one of the very best letter-writers of the
twentieth century.



About the Author

Isaiah Berlin was born in Riga, now capital of Latvia, in
1909. When he was six, his family moved to Russia, and in
Petrograd in 1917 Berlin witnessed both Revolutions – Social
Democratic and Bolshevik. In 1921 he and his parents
emigrated to England, where he was educated at St Paul’s
School, London, and Corpus Christi College, Oxford. Apart
from his war service in New York, Washington, Moscow and
Leningrad, he remained at Oxford thereafter – as a Fellow of
All Souls, then of New College, as Chicele Professor of Social
and Political Theory, and as founding President of Wolfson
College. He also held the Presidency of the British Academy.

His published work includes Karl Marx, Russian Thinkers,
Concepts and Categories, Against the Current, Personal
Impressions, The Crooked Timber of Humanity, The Sense of
Reality, The Proper Study of Mankind, The Roots of
Romanticism, The Power of Ideas, Three Critics of the
Enlightenment, Freedom and Its Betrayal, Liberty, The
Soviet Mind and Political Ideas in the Romantic Age. As an
exponent of the history of ideas he was awarded the
Erasmus, Lippincott and Agnelli Prizes; he also received the
Jerusalem Prize for his lifelong defence of civil liberties. He
died in 1997.

Henry Hardy, a Fellow of Wolfson College, Oxford, is one of
Isaiah Berlin's Literary Trustees. He has (co-)edited many
other books by Berlin – including this volume’s two
predecessors, Flourishing and Enlightening – and other
authors, and is also the editor of The Book of Isaiah:
Personal Impressions of Isaiah Berlin (2009).

Mark Pottle is also a Fellow of Wolfson. He has (co-)edited
the diaries and letters of Violet Bonham Carter, has



collaborated in publishing a number of original First World
War documents, and was Research Associate, Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography, 2000-2.
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ILLUSTRATIONS
The subject is IB where not otherwise stated

ILLUSTRATIONS IN THE TEXT

Autograph manuscript of Stravinsky’s Abraham and Isaac
Announcement of BBC broadcast of IB’s Mellon Lectures
First page of letter to Jacqueline Kennedy, 14 May 1965
‘The Clever Men of Oxford’ by ’Marc’
IB by ‘Marc’
FIRST PLATE SECTION

    1 Icons on IB’s study doorfn1

    2 Pablo Casals and Isaac Stern
    3 With David Ben-Gurion and Aline
    4 On Paraggi beach
    5 Stuart Hampshire
    6 John F. Kennedy and ‘Chip’ Bohlen
    7 Joe Alsop
    8 Arthur Schlesinger
    9 Rowland Burdon-Muller
10 Garrett Drogheda
11 With André Malraux
12 Anna Akhmatova
13 With Dmitry Obolensky, Anna Akhmatova and Anna
Kaminskaya
14 Kenneth Wheare and McGeorge Bundy
15 Cecilia Dick
16 Frank Jessup



17 John Sparrow
18 Presenting Edith Wolfson to the Queen
19 Reading the paper at Headington House
20 With Robert Maxwell
21 With Stuart Hampshire and Nicolas Nabokov
SECOND PLATE SECTION

22 Ann Fleming and Maurice Bowra
23 Working in Paraggi
24 In his study at Headington House
25 Jean Floud
26 Bernard Williams
27 Aline and students by the river
28 Walking in Paraggi
29 Posing in Paraggi
30 Nicolas Nabokov and W. H. Auden
31 IB’s mother Marie in old age
32 Wolfson dining hall under construction
33 At the ‘topping out’ of the new Wolfson buildings
34 Portofino harbour
35 Aerial view of Wolfson
36 The new Wolfson buildings
37 With Eleanor and Michael Brock
38 With Aline by the river
39 Harold Macmillan arrives to open the new Wolfson
buildings
40 With Isaac Wolfson and Harold Macmillan
41 Portrait by Derek Hill
CREDITS

Credits name as many as are known to the editors of the
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owner/owner of original
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214      Immediate Media Co.
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    6 © George Tames/NYT/Eyevine
    7 A-1 Passport Studio, Inc., Washington
    8 unknown/Andrew Schlesinger
    9 unknown/Aline Berlin
10 Godfrey Argent/© National Portrait Gallery, London
11 unknown/Aline Berlin
12 Boris Samoilovich Shvartsman/Inna Gennadievna
Rakhlina
13 unknown/Aline Berlin
14 unknown/Wolfson College
15 unknown/Wolfson College
16 unknown/Wolfson College
17 John Lowe/West Sussex Record Office (John Lowe
111/11/17)
18 unknown/Aline Berlin



19 unknown/Aline Berlin
20 unknown/Aline Berlin
21 Dominique Nabokov/Dominique Nabokov
22 unknown/Aline Berlin
23 unknown/Michel Strauss
24 © Noel Chanan
25 unknown/Jean Floud
26 unknown/Patricia Williams
27 unknown/Aline Berlin
28 unknown/Aline Berlin
29 unknown/Aline Berlin
30 unknown/Aline Berlin
31 unknown/Aline Berlin
32 Gillman & Soame (B. J. Harris)/Wolfson College
33 Oxford Mail/The Oxford Times (Newsquest Oxfordshire)
34 unknown/Wolfson College
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37 unknown/William Carpenter Beaver III
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39 John Ryle
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fn1 The editors will be grateful to be notified of any identifications additional to
those here. For a larger version of this plate see
‹http://berlin.wolf.ox.ac.uk/studydoorbig.jpg›.
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CHRONOLOGY

PLEASE TELL AMBASSADOR THAT WE SHALL PROBABLY NOT BE BACK
BY JANUARY 17. NEVER MIND ABOUT TRUTH. ISAIAH.

Telegram to Baillie
Knapheis, 27 December

1966

The events listed are divided into two columns. In the first
are events of biographical significance for IB, and also those
related to Oxford University; in the second, world events,
with a special focus on those treated in the letters. At the
end of each year is a concise listing of IB’s publications: full
references are at
‹http://berlin.wolf.ox.ac.uk/lists/bibliography/›. The entries
may give some idea of how active IB was, though they
cannot do justice to the fullness of his engagements diary,
except perhaps for the periods when he was in Italy.

We have tried to give a continuous record of IB’s
movements, but some of the dates must be regarded as
tentative, if only because he was likely to have been moving
between locations. And ‘Oxford’ may include visits to
London and elsewhere in Britain.

When IB visited Princeton it was generally under the
auspices of the Institute for Advanced Study. When in Oxford
his home address was Headington House, Old High Street,
Headington, and his base in the University, until he became
President of Wolfson in July 1966, was his room in All Souls.

http://berlin.wolf.ox.ac.uk/lists/bibliography/

































