


BY THE SAME AUTHOR

POETRY

Hidden Identities

Bright River Yonder

Cornerless People

Double

Ignoble Sentiments

Canada

Spending Time With Walter

PROSE POEMS

Mystery in Spiderville

TRANSLATION

Censored Poems by Marin Sorescu

(with Hilde Ottschofski)

AS EDITOR

Teach Yourself Writing Poetry

(with Matthew Sweeney)



BLUES

John Hartley Williams

CAPE POETRY



This eBook is copyright material and must not be copied,

reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or

publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically

permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the

terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as

strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any

unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct

infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights and

those responsible may be liable in law accordingly.

Epub ISBN: 9781407092638

Version 1.0

www.randomhouse.co.uk

http://www.randomhouse.co.uk/


Published by Jonathan Cape 2004

2 4 6 8 10 9 7 5 3 1

Copyright © John Hartley Williams 2004

John Hartley Williams has asserted his right under the Copyright, Designs and

Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of this work

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or

otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the

publisher’s prior consent in any form of binding or cover other than that in which

it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being

imposed on the subsequent purchaser

First published in Great Britain in 2004 by

Jonathan Cape

Random House, 20 Vauxhall Bridge Road,

London SW1V 2SA

Random House Australia (Pty) Limited 20 Alfred Street, Milsons Point, Sydney,

New South Wales 2061, Australia

Random House New Zealand Limited 18 Poland Road, Glenfield, Auckland 10,

New Zealand

Random House South Africa (Pty) Limited Endulini, 5A Jubilee Road, Parktown

2193, South Africa

The Random House Group Limited Reg. No. 954009 www.randomhouse.co.uk

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN 0-224-07344-3

Papers used by Random House are natural, recyclable products made from wood

grown in sustainable forests; the manufacturing processes conform to the

environmental regulations of the country of origin

Typeset by Palimpsest Book Production Limited, Polmont, Stirlingshire Printed

and bound in Great Britain by Biddles Ltd, King’s Lynn, Norfolk

http://www.randomhouse.co.uk/


blue lagoons, crazy fires, sheaves of wheat . . .
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FOX TO EARTH

i.m. Ken Smith 1938–2003

I have this vision of you, Ken,

sitting in a pew

with a growl ready in your throat

for the incoming congregation:

Leave the doors open.

Could do with some light in here.

You’re holding up

a glass of pure spirit

to a ray of sunlight.

Back it goes.

You turn to inspect

the cross-eyed, the ruined,

the homicidal,

and the betrayed.

They’re stopped in their tracks

by your regard –

vodka-quaffer,

smoker in church,

hummer

of a secular tune . . .

A line of them

bump-backs up

to the aura of the door.

You exhale and cough.

The sign reads:

NO SERMONISING

but you’d give them one,

preach them the time of the dog,

if they’d only stop



that stealthy shuffle forward.

What have they come for?

Where the hell are they going?

*

In Colombia they called you Marinero –

it was your casual metre,

the roll of a man

still following

his ploughman father’s wake

feeling the ridges and pressures

the half-stumble

the soft and the hard

loping after the trudge

of his father’s anger.

No sailor, then,

but you leaned forward into it

like an old romantic helmsman

who knows

there’s a story in that port tavern:

Matelot Night & Disco

with the girls

from the quays

and not all the weapons

parked outside.

You could smell conspiracies

in the back seat of a taxi

read the minds of ghosts

jostling for a view

of the grave

life will tip them into.

And the dead floated down


