


ANCIENT CHRISTIAN 
COMMENTARY ON SCRIPTURE

NEW TESTAMENT 
IX

COLOSSIANS, 
1-2 THESSALONIANS, 

1-2 TIMOTHY, 
TITUS, PHILEMON

EDITED BY

PETER GORDAY

GENERAL EDITOR

THOMAS C. ODEN

http://www.ivpress.com/academic


ANCIENT CHRISTIAN COMMENTARY 
PROJECT RESEARCH TEAM

GENERAL EDITOR

Thomas C. Oden

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Christopher A. Hall

TRANSLATIONS PROJECTS DIRECTOR

Joel Scandrett

RESEARCH DIRECTOR

Michael Glerup

EDITORIAL SERVICES DIRECTOR

J. Sergius Halvorsen

GRADUATE RESEARCH ASSISTANTS

Chris Branstetter Konstantin Gavrilkin
Jill Burnett Susan Kipper

Meesaeng Lee Choi Sergey Kozin
Joel Elowsky Calhoun Robertson
Jeffrey Finch Robert Seesengood
David Fox Christian T. Collins Winn

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS

Åsa Nausner



Colleen Van De Walle



CONTENTS

PUBLISHER’S NOTE REGARDING THIS DIGITAL EDITION

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

A  GUIDE TO  USING THIS COMMENTARY

ABBREVIATIONS

INTRODUCTION TO  THE  SHORTER EPISTLES

THE  COMMENTARY ON  COLOSSIANS

Salutation and  Thanksgiving Colossians 1:1-8

Intercession Through Christ Colossians 1:9-14

The  Person and  Work of  Christ Colossians 1:15-23

Work Colossians 1:24-2:5

Consider the  Means of  Salvation Colossians 2:6-15

The  Danger of  False Observance Colossians 2:16-23

Principles of  The  New  Life Colossians 3:1-17

Social Duties Colossians 3:18–4:1

Admonitions and  Final Greetings Colossians 4:2-18

THE COMMENTARY ON 1  THESSALONIANS

Greetings and  Praise 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Paul’s Solicitous Care 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12

The  Integrity of  the  Preacher 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20

Paul’s Travail and  Consolation 1 Thessalonians 3:1-13



Exhortation to  Godly Faith and  Love 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

Joy  in  the  Face of  Death 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Preparation for  the  Lord’s Coming 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Final Exhortations and  Greetings 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

THE  COMMENTARY ON 2 THESSALONIANS

Salutation and  Reminder of  Coming Judgment 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12

The  Signs of  the  Coming Judgment 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

Reassurance 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

Power Belongs to  God 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5

Warning Against Idleness 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12

Final Exhortations 2 Thessalonians 3:13-18

THE  COMMENTARY ON 1 TIMOTHY

Salutation and  Call to  Hold to  Sound Teaching 1 Timothy 1:1-11

Thankfulness for  Mercy 1 Timothy 1:12-20

Instructions on  Prayer 1 Timothy 2:1-7

Praying Men  and  Modest Women 1 Timothy 2:8-15

Instructions on  Bishops 1 Timothy 3:1-7

Instructions on  Deacons 1 Timothy 3:8-13

Maintaining the  Household 1 Timothy 3:14-16

False Teaching 1 Timothy 4:1-5

Personal Discipline for  Timothy 1 Timothy 4:6-16

Treatment of  Elders, Widows and  Presbyters 1 Timothy 5:1-22

Fatherly Solicitude 1 Timothy 5:23-25



The  Treatment of  Servants 1 Timothy 6:1-2

Call to  Personal Integrity in  Teaching and  in  Life 1 Timothy 6:2-10

The  Battle of  Faith 1 Timothy 6:11-16

Keep the  Trust 1 Timothy 6:17-21

THE  COMMENTARY ON 2 TIMOTHY

Salutation and  Opening Admonition 2 Timothy 1:1-7

Do  Not  Be  Ashamed of  the  Gospel 2 Timothy 1:8-18

Exhortation to  Steadfastness 2 Timothy 2:1-13

Exhortation to  Simplicity of  Faith 2 Timothy 2:14-26

The  Character of  Heretics 2 Timothy 3:1-9

The  Cost of  Faithfulness 2 Timothy 3:10–4:8

Personal Instructions and  Final Greetings 2 Timothy 4:9-22

THE  COMMENTARY ON  TITUS

Greetings Titus 1:1-4

Installation of  Presbyters Titus 1:5-9

The  Activity of  Heretics Titus 1:10-16

Instructions for  Men, Women and  Slaves Titus 2:1-10

The  Work of  Grace Titus 2:11-15

Admonitions to  Obedience Titus 3:1-8

Final Admonitions, Assignments and  Greetings Titus 3:8-15

THE  COMMENTARY ON  PHILEMON

Greetings and  Thanksgivings Philemon 1-7

Intercession for  Onesimus Philemon 8-20



Conclusion and  Greetings Philemon 21-25

APPENDIX: EARLY CHRISTIAN WRITERS AND  THE  DOCUMENTS CITED

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF  PERSONS & WRITINGS

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

AUTHORS/WRITINGS INDEX

SUBJECT INDEX

SCRIPTURE INDEX

NOTES

PRAISE FOR  THE ANCIENT CHRISTIAN COMMENTARY ON  SCRIPTURE

ABOUT THE  EDITOR

ANCIENT CHRISTIAN COMMENTARY ON  SCRIPTURE

MORE TITLES FROM INTERVARSITY PRESS

COPYRIGHT PAGE



PUBLISHER’S NOTE REGARDING 
THIS DIGITAL EDITION

Due to limitations regarding digital rights, the RSV
Scripture text is linked to but does not appear in this
digital edition of this Ancient Christian Commentary
on Scripture volume as it does in the print edition.
Page numbering has been maintained, however, to

match the print edition. We apologize for any
inconvenience this may cause.



GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (hereafter
ACCS) is a twenty-eight volume patristic commentary on
Scripture. The patristic period, the time of the fathers of the
church, spans the era from Clement of Rome (fl. c. 95) to
John of Damascus (c. 645-c. 749). The commentary thus
covers seven centuries of biblical interpretation, from the
end of the New Testament to the mid-eighth century,
including the Venerable Bede.

Since the method of inquiry for the ACCS has been
developed in close coordination with computer technology,
it serves as a potential model of an evolving, promising,
technologically pragmatic, theologically integrated method
for doing research in the history of exegesis. The purpose of
this general introduction to the series is to present this
approach and account for its methodological premises.

This is a long-delayed assignment in biblical and
historical scholarship: reintroducing in a convenient form
key texts of early Christian commentary on the whole of
Scripture. To that end, historians, translators, digital
technicians, and biblical and patristic scholars have
collaborated in the task of presenting for the first time in
many centuries these texts from the early history of
Christian exegesis. Here the interpretive glosses,
penetrating reflections, debates, contemplations and
deliberations of early Christians are ordered verse by verse
from Genesis to Revelation. Also included are patristic



comments on the deuterocanonical writings (sometimes
called the Apocrypha) that were considered Scripture by the
Fathers. This is a full-scale classic commentary on Scripture
consisting of selections in modern translation from the
ancient Christian writers.

The Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture has
three goals: the renewal of Christian preaching based on
classical Christian exegesis, the intensified study of
Scripture by lay persons who wish to think with the early
church about the canonical text, and the stimulation of
Christian historical, biblical, theological and pastoral
scholarship toward further inquiry into the scriptural
interpretations of the ancient Christian writers.

On each page the Scripture text is accompanied by the
most noteworthy remarks of key consensual exegetes of the
early Christian centuries. This formal arrangement follows
approximately the traditional pattern of the published texts
of the Talmud after the invention of printing and of the
glossa ordinaria that preceded printing.1

Retrieval of Neglected Christian Texts
There is an emerging felt need among diverse Christian
communities that these texts be accurately recovered and
studied. Recent biblical scholarship has so focused attention
on post-Enlightenment historical and literary methods that it
has left this longing largely unattended and unserviced.

After years of quiet gestation and reflection on the bare
idea of a patristic commentary, a feasibility consultation
was drawn together at the invitation of Drew University in
November 1993 in Washington, D.C. This series emerged



from that consultation and its ensuing discussions.
Extensive further consultations were undertaken during
1994 and thereafter in Rome, Tübingen, Oxford, Cambridge,
Athens, Alexandria and Istanbul, seeking the advice of the
most competent international scholars in the history of
exegesis. Among distinguished scholars who contributed to
the early layers of the consultative process were leading
writers on early church history, hermeneutics, homiletics,
history of exegesis, systematic theology and pastoral
theology. Among leading international authorities consulted
early on in the project design were Sir Henry Chadwick of
Oxford; Bishops Kallistos Ware of Oxford, Rowan Williams of
Monmouth and Stephen Sykes of Ely (all former patristics
professors at Oxford or Cambridge); Professors Angelo Di
Berardino and Basil Studer of the Patristic Institute of Rome;
and Professors Karlfried Froehlich and Bruce M. Metzger of
Princeton. They were exceptionally helpful in shaping our list
of volume editors. We are especially indebted to the
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople Bartholomew and
Edward Idris Cardinal Cassidy of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, the Vatican, for their blessing,
steady support, and wise counsel in developing and
advancing the Drew University Patristic Commentary
Project.

The outcome of these feasibility consultations was
general agreement that the project was profoundly needed,
accompanied by an unusual eagerness to set out upon the
project, validated by a willingness on the part of many to
commit valuable time to accomplish it. At the pace of three



or four volumes per year, the commentary is targeted for
completion within the first decade of the millennium.

This series stands unapologetically as a practical
homiletic and devotional guide to the earliest layers of
classic Christian readings of biblical texts. It intends to be a
brief compendium of reflections on particular Septuagint,
Old Latin and New Testament texts by their earliest Christian
interpreters. Hence it is not a commentary by modern
standards, but it is a commentary by the standards of those
who anteceded and formed the basis of the modern
commentary.

Many useful contemporary scholarly efforts are underway
and are contributing significantly to the recovery of classic
Christian texts. Notable in English among these are the
Fathers of the Church series (Catholic University of America
Press), Ancient Christian Writers (Paulist), Cistercian Studies
(Cistercian Publications), The Church’s Bible (Eerdmans),
Message of the Fathers of the Church (Michael Glazier,
Liturgical Press) and Texts and Studies (Cambridge). In other
languages similar efforts are conspicuously found in Sources
Chrétiennes, Corpus Christianorum (Series Graeca and
Latina), Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium,
Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum, Texte und
Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der altchristlichen Literatur,
Die griechischen christlichen Schriftsteller, Patrologia
Orientalis, Patrologia Syriaca, Biblioteca patristica, Les Pères
dans la foi, Collana di Testi Patristici, Letture cristiane delle
origini, Letture cristiane del primo millennio, Cultura
cristiana antica, Thesaurus Linguae Latinae, Thesaurus
Linguae Graecae and the Cetedoc series, which offers in



digital form the volumes of Corpus Christianorum. The
Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture builds on the
splendid work of all these studies, but focuses primarily and
modestly on the recovery of patristic biblical wisdom for
contemporary preaching and lay spiritual formation.

Digital Research Tools and Results
The volume editors have been supported by a digital
research team at Drew University which has identified these
classic comments by performing global searches of the
Greek and Latin patristic corpus. They have searched for
these texts in the Thesaurus Linguae Graecae (TLG)
digitalized Greek database, the Cetedoc edition of the Latin
texts of Corpus Christianorum from the Centre de traitement
électronique des documents (Université catholique de
Louvain), the Chadwyck-Healey Patrologia Latina Database
(Migne) and the Packard Humanities Institute Latin
databases. We have also utilized the CD-ROM searchable
version of the Early Church Fathers, of which the Drew
University project was an early cosponsor along with the
Electronic Bible Society.

This has resulted in a plethora of raw Greek and Latin
textual materials from which the volume editors have made
discriminating choices.2 In this way the project office has
already supplied to each volume editor3 a substantial read-
out of Greek and Latin glosses, explanations, observations
and comments on each verse or pericope of Scripture text.4

Only a small percentage of this raw material has in fact
made the grade of our selection criteria. But such is the
poignant work of the catenist, or of any compiler of a



compendium for general use. The intent of the exercise is to
achieve brevity and economy of expression by exclusion of
extraneous material, not to go into critical explanatory
detail.

Through the use of Boolean key word and phrase
searches in these databases, the research team identified
the Greek and Latin texts from early Christian writers that
refer to specific biblical passages. Where textual variants
occur among the Old Latin texts or disputed Greek texts,
they executed key word searches with appropriate or
expected variables, including allusions and analogies. At this
time of writing, the Drew University ACCS research staff has
already completed most of these intricate and prodigious
computer searches, which would have been unthinkable
before computer technology.

The employment of these digital resources has yielded
unexpected advantages: a huge residual database, a means
of identifying comments on texts not previously considered
for catena usage, an efficient and cost-effective deployment
of human resources, and an abundance of potential material
for future studies in the history of exegesis. Most of this was
accomplished by a highly talented group of graduate
students under the direction of Joel Scandrett, Michael
Glerup and Joel Elowsky. Prior to the technology of digital
search and storage techniques, this series could hardly have
been produced, short of a vast army of researchers working
by laborious hand and paper searches in scattered libraries
around the world.

Future readers of Scripture will increasingly be working
with emerging forms of computer technology and



interactive hypertext formats that will enable readers to
search out quickly in more detail ideas, texts, themes and
terms found in the ancient Christian writers. The ACCS
provides an embryonic paradigm for how that can be done.
Drew University offers the ACCS to serve both as a potential
research model and as an outcome of research. We hope
that this printed series in traditional book form will in time
be supplemented with a larger searchable, digitized version
in some stored-memory hypertext format. We continue to
work with an astute consortium of computer and research
organizations to serve the future needs of both historical
scholarship and theological study.

The Surfeit of Materials Brought to Light
We now know that there is virtually no portion of Scripture
about which the ancient Christian writers had little or
nothing useful or meaningful to say. Many of them studied
the Bible thoroughly with deep contemplative discernment,
comparing text with text, often memorizing large portions of
it. All chapters of all sixty-six books of the traditional
Protestant canonical corpus have received deliberate or
occasional patristic exegetical or homiletic treatment. This
series also includes patristic commentary on texts not found
in the Jewish canon (often designated the Apocrypha or
deuterocanonical writings) but that were included in ancient
Greek Bibles (the Septuagint). These texts, although not
precisely the same texts in each tradition, remain part of
the recognized canons of the Roman Catholic and Orthodox
traditions.



While some books of the Bible are rich in verse-by-verse
patristic commentaries (notably Genesis, Psalms, Song of
Solomon, Isaiah, Matthew, John and Romans), there are
many others that are lacking in intensive commentaries
from this early period. Hence we have not limited our
searches to these formal commentaries, but sought
allusions, analogies, cross-connections and references to
biblical texts in all sorts of patristic literary sources. There
are many perceptive insights that have come to us from
homilies, letters, poetry, hymns, essays and treatises, that
need not be arbitrarily excluded from a catena. We have
searched for succinct, discerning and moving passages both
from line-by-line commentaries (from authors such as
Origen, Cyril of Alexandria, Theodoret of Cyr, John
Chrysostom, Jerome, Augustine and Bede) and from other
literary genres. Out of a surfeit of resulting raw materials,
the volume editors have been invited to select the best,
wisest and most representative reflections of ancient
Christian writers on a given biblical passage.

For Whom Is This Compendium Designed?
We have chosen and ordered these selections primarily for a
general lay reading audience of nonprofessionals who study
the Bible regularly and who earnestly wish to have classic
Christian observations on the text readily available to them.
In vastly differing cultural settings, contemporary lay
readers are asking how they might grasp the meaning of
sacred texts under the instruction of the great minds of the
ancient church.



Yet in so focusing our attention, we are determined not to
neglect the rigorous requirements and needs of academic
readers who up to now have had starkly limited resources
and compendia in the history of exegesis. The series, which
is being translated into the languages of half the world’s
population, is designed to serve public libraries, universities,
crosscultural studies and historical interests worldwide. It
unapologetically claims and asserts its due and rightful
place as a staple source book for the history of Western
literature.

Our varied audiences (lay, pastoral and academic) are
much broader than the highly technical and specialized
scholarly field of patristic studies. They are not limited to
university scholars concentrating on the study of the history
of the transmission of the text or to those with highly
focused interests in morphology or historical-critical issues
and speculations. Though these remain crucial concerns for
specialists, they are not the paramount interest of the
editors of the Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture.
Our work is largely targeted straightaway for a pastoral
audience and more generally to a larger audience of laity
who want to reflect and meditate with the early church
about the plain sense, theological wisdom, and moral and
spiritual meaning of particular Scripture texts.

There are various legitimate competing visions of how
such a patristic commentary should be developed, each of
which were carefully pondered in our feasibility study and its
follow-up. With high respect to alternative conceptions,
there are compelling reasons why the Drew University
project has been conceived as a practically usable



commentary addressed first of all to informed lay readers
and more broadly to pastors of Protestant, Catholic and
Orthodox traditions. Only in an ancillary way do we have in
mind as our particular audience the guild of patristic
academics, although we welcome their critical assessment
of our methods. If we succeed in serving lay and pastoral
readers practically and well, we expect these texts will also
be advantageously used by college and seminary courses in
Bible, hermeneutics, church history, historical theology and
homiletics, since they are not easily accessible otherwise.

The series seeks to offer to Christian laity what the
Talmud and Midrashim have long offered to Jewish readers.
These foundational sources are finding their way into many
public school libraries and into the obligatory book
collections of many churches, pastors, teachers and lay
persons. It is our intent and the publishers’ commitment to
keep the whole series in print for many years to come and
to make it available on an economically viable subscription
basis.

There is an emerging awareness among Catholic,
Protestant and Orthodox laity that vital biblical preaching
and teaching stand in urgent need of some deeper
grounding beyond the scope of the historical-critical
orientations that have dominated and at times eclipsed
biblical studies in our time.

Renewing religious communities of prayer and service
(crisis ministries, urban and campus ministries, counseling
ministries, retreat ministries, monasteries, grief ministries,
ministries of compassion, etc.) are being drawn steadily and
emphatically toward these biblical and patristic sources for



meditation and spiritual formation. These communities are
asking for primary source texts of spiritual formation
presented in accessible form, well-grounded in reliable
scholarship and dedicated to practical use.

The Premature Discrediting of the Catena
Tradition
We gratefully acknowledge our affinity and indebtedness to
the spirit and literary form of the early traditions of the
catena and glossa ordinaria that sought authoritatively to
collect salient classic interpretations of ancient exegetes on
each biblical text. Our editorial work has benefited by
utilizing and adapting those traditions for today’s readers.

It is regrettable that this distinctive classic approach has
been not only shelved but peculiarly misplaced for several
centuries. It has been a long time since any attempt has
been made to produce this sort of commentary. Under fire
from modern critics, the catena approach dwindled to
almost nothing by the nineteenth century and has not until
now been revitalized in this postcritical situation. Ironically,
it is within our own so-called progressive and broad-minded
century that these texts have been more systematically
hidden away and ignored than in any previous century of
Christian scholarship. With all our historical and publishing
competencies, these texts have been regrettably denied to
hearers of Christian preaching in our time, thus revealing
the dogmatic biases of modernity (modern chauvinism,
naturalism and autonomous individualism).

Nineteenth- and twentieth-century exegesis has
frequently displayed a philosophical bias toward naturalistic



reductionism. Most of the participants in the ACCS project
have lived through dozens of iterations of these cycles of
literary and historical criticism, seeking earnestly to
expound and interpret the text out of ever-narrowing
empiricist premises. For decades Scripture teachers and
pastors have sailed the troubled waters of assorted layers
and trends within academic criticism. Preachers have
attempted to digest and utilize these approaches, yet have
often found the outcomes disappointing. There is an
increasing awareness of the speculative excesses and the
spiritual and homiletic limitations of much post-
Enlightenment criticism.

Meanwhile the motifs, methods and approaches of
ancient exegetes have remained shockingly unfamiliar not
only to ordained clergy but to otherwise highly literate
biblical scholars, trained exhaustively in the methods of
scientific criticism. Amid the vast exegetical labors of the
last two centuries, the ancient Christian exegetes have
seldom been revisited, and then only marginally and often
tendentiously. We have clear and indisputable evidence of
the prevailing modern contempt for classic exegesis, namely
that the extensive and once authoritative classic
commentaries on Scripture still remain untranslated into
modern languages. Even in China this has not happened to
classic Buddhist and Confucian commentaries.

This systematic modern scholarly neglect is seen not
only among Protestants, but also is widespread among
Catholics and even Orthodox, where ironically the Fathers
are sometimes piously venerated while not being
energetically read.



So two powerful complementary contemporary forces are
at work to draw our lay audience once again toward these
texts and to free them from previous limited premises: First,
this series is a response to the deep hunger for classical
Christian exegesis and for the history of exegesis, partly
because it has been so long neglected. Second, there is a
growing demoralization in relation to actual useful
exegetical outcomes of post-Enlightenment historicist and
naturalistic-reductionist criticism. Both of these animating
energies are found among lay readers of Roman, Eastern
and Protestant traditions.

Through the use of the chronological lists and
biographical sketches at the back of each volume, readers
can locate in time and place the voices displayed in the
exegesis of a particular pericope. The chains (catenae) of
interpretation of a particular biblical passage thus provide
glimpses into the history of the interpretation of a given
text. This pattern has venerable antecedents in patristic and
medieval exegesis of both Eastern and Western traditions,
as well as important expressions in the Reformation
tradition.

The Ecumenical Range and Intent
Recognition of need for the Fathers’ wisdom ranges over
many diverse forms of Christianity. This has necessitated
the cooperation of scholars of widely diverse Christian
communities to accomplish the task fairly and in a balanced
way. It has been a major ecumenical undertaking.

Under this classic textual umbrella, this series brings
together in common spirit Christians who have long



distanced themselves from each other through separate and
often competing church memories. Under this welcoming
umbrella are gathering conservative Protestants with
Eastern Orthodox, Baptists with Roman Catholics, Reformed
with Arminians and charismatics, Anglicans with
Pentecostals, high with low church adherents, and
premodern traditionalists with postmodern classicists.

How is it that such varied Christians are able to find
inspiration and common faith in these texts? Why are these
texts and studies so intrinsically ecumenical, so catholic in
their cultural range? Because all of these traditions have an
equal right to appeal to the early history of Christian
exegesis. All of these traditions can, without a sacrifice of
intellect, come together to study texts common to them all.
These classic texts have decisively shaped the entire
subsequent history of exegesis. Protestants have a right to
the Fathers. Athanasius is not owned by Copts, nor is
Augustine owned by North Africans. These minds are the
common possession of the whole church. The Orthodox do
not have exclusive rights over Basil, nor do the Romans over
Gregory the Great. Christians everywhere have equal claim
to these riches and are discovering them and glimpsing
their unity in the body of Christ.

From many varied Christian traditions this project has
enlisted as volume editors a team of leading international
scholars in ancient Christian writings and the history of
exegesis. Among Eastern Orthodox contributors are
Professors Andrew Louth of Durham University in England
and George Dragas of Holy Cross (Greek Orthodox) School
of Theology in Brookline, Massachusetts. Among Roman



Catholic scholars are Benedictine scholar Mark Sheridan of
the San Anselmo University of Rome, Jesuit Joseph Lienhard
of Fordham University in New York, Cistercian Father Francis
Martin of the Catholic University of America, Alberto Ferreiro
of Seattle Pacific University, and Sever Voicu of the Eastern
European (Romanian) Uniate Catholic tradition, who teaches
at the Augustinian Patristic Institute of Rome. The New
Testament series is inaugurated with the volume on
Matthew offered by the renowned Catholic authority in the
history of exegesis, Manlio Simonetti of the University of
Rome. Among Anglican communion contributors are Mark
Edwards (Oxford), Bishop Kenneth Stevenson (Fareham,
Hampshire, in England), J. Robert Wright (New York), Anders
Bergquist (St. Albans), Peter Gorday (Atlanta) and Gerald
Bray (Cambridge, England, and Birmingham, Alabama).
Among Lutheran contributors are Quentin Wesselschmidt
(St. Louis), Philip Krey and Eric Heen (Philadelphia), and
Arthur Just, William Weinrich and Dean O. Wenthe (all of Ft.
Wayne, Indiana). Among distinguished Protestant Reformed,
Baptist and other evangelical scholars are John Sailhamer
and Steven McKinion (Wake Forest, North Carolina), Craig
Blaising and Carmen Hardin (Louisville, Kentucky),
Christopher Hall (St. Davids, Pennsylvania), J. Ligon Duncan
III (Jackson, Mississippi), Thomas McCullough (Danville,
Kentucky), John R. Franke (Hatfield, Pennsylvania) and Mark
Elliott (Hope University Liverpool).

The international team of editors was selected in part to
reflect this ecumenical range. They were chosen on the
premise not only that they were competent to select fairly
those passages that best convey the consensual tradition of



early Christian exegesis, but also that they would not omit
significant voices within it. They have searched insofar as
possible for those comments that self-evidently would be
most widely received generally by the whole church of all
generations, East and West.

This is not to suggest or imply that all patristic writers
agree. One will immediately see upon reading these
selections that within the boundaries of orthodoxy, that is,
excluding outright denials of ecumenically received
teaching, there are many views possible about a given text
or idea and that these different views may be strongly
affected by wide varieties of social environments and
contexts.

The Drew University project has been meticulous about
commissioning volume editors. We have sought out world-
class scholars, preeminent in international biblical and
patristic scholarship, and wise in the history of exegesis. We
have not been disappointed. We have enlisted a diverse
team of editors, fitting for a global audience that bridges the
major communions of Christianity.

The project editors have striven for a high level of
consistency and literary quality over the course of this
series. As with most projects of this sort, the editorial vision
and procedures are progressively being refined and
sharpened and fed back into the editorial process.

Honoring Theological Reasoning
Since it stands in the service of the worshiping community,
the ACCS unabashedly embraces crucial ecumenical
premises as the foundation for its method of editorial



selections: revelation in history, trinitarian coherence, divine
providence in history, the Christian kerygma, regula fidei et
caritatis (“the rule of faith and love”), the converting work of
the Holy Spirit. These are common assumptions of the living
communities of worship that are served by the commentary.

It is common in this transgenerational community of faith
to assume that the early consensual ecumenical teachers
were led by the Spirit in their interpretive efforts and in their
transmitting of Christian truth amid the hazards of history.
These texts assume some level of unity and continuity of
ecumenical consensus in the mind of the believing church, a
consensus more clearly grasped in the patristic period than
later. We would be less than true to the sacred text if we
allowed modern assumptions to overrun these premises.

An extended project such as this requires a well-defined
objective that serves constantly as the organizing principle
and determines which approaches take priority in what sort
of balance. This objective informs the way in which tensions
inherent in its complexity are managed. This objective has
already been summarized in the three goals mentioned at
the beginning of this introduction. To alter any one of these
goals would significantly alter the character of the whole
task. We view our work not only as an academic exercise
with legitimate peer review in the academic community, but
also as a vocation, a task primarily undertaken coram Deo
(“before God”) and not only coram hominibus (“before
humanity”). We have been astonished that we have been
led far beyond our original intention into a Chinese
translation and other translations into major world
languages.



Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians
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