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1 dedicate this book to my grandma, Elena, who spent her professional
career administering for some of the names appearing the most
in the text. Her work and commitment, as well as that of her
colleayyues, is most certainly embedded in the achievements
of Macedonian sociology.
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Map 1 The Balkan Peninsula in 1914
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Map 2 Macedonia in socialist Yugoslavia, 1945-1991
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Map 3 Ethnic Map of North Macedonia, 2021 census
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

All the wording pertaining to Macedonia is used in accordance with the
2018 Prespa Agreement between Greece and the Republic of Macedonia.

The transliteration from Macedonian Cyrillic to Latin script is per the
ISO/R9: 1968 system. I used the same system to transliterate from
Serbian and Bulgarian Cyrillic alphabets. All the translations to English in
the text are mine, if not stated otherwise.

Several other linguistic aspects bear political connotations and demand
upfront clarifications. Such is the case with the surnames of some of the
figures active in the interwar period when the Slavic Macedonian vernacu-
lar was not yet standardized. Many of them Macedonianized their sur-
names after the Second World War, usually changing the suffix -i¢ to -sk:
or -ov. Moreover, some of them kept the -i¢ form in its Macedonian ver-
sion -ik. Others published under Serbo-Croatian transcription of their
names and surnames in the early post-war period (sometimes even in
Macedonian). For the sake of consistency, I decided to stick to their own
articulations of their names and surnames as per the published materials in
different periods, in the majority of cases in their authorship. I believe that
this approach is more informative as it allows the reader to grasp both the
factual situation and the individual decisions, while I certainly refrain from
implying any ethnic or other sort of affiliation.

A similar situation involves the surnames of the non-Macedonians in
the book. In several obvious cases, I kept the Serbo-Croatian and the
other original transcriptions; nonetheless, I provided the Macedonian
transcriptions of their surnames if they were published in Macedonia.
Hence, some authors might appear with two versions of their surnames in
the body of the text, as references, and in the list of references.



Praise for A History of Macedonian Sociology

“Due to their contextual closeness to the many varieties of post-1945 Marxism-
Leninism—Stalinism, Maoism, Trotskyism, Titoism, etc. —social sciences under
state-socialism carry with them mixed blessings: On the one hand and exactly due
to this proximity, they offer ample career chances in the political realm. Yet, on the
other hand, any deviation from the (currently) “correct” ideological line by schol-
arly arguments contains the risk of severe sanctions. This the more so when class
ideology is blended with ethnic nationalism(s), as in the Macedonian case. Here,
sociologists like economists, political scientists and members of the legal profes-
sion were needed by the ruling communists to prove that their ideology-based
politics provided the desired results in the form of a socialist society, economy, law
and culture. But at the same time critical academic theories and research-based
findings were suppressed—as were their authors. A major result of Naum
Trajanovski’s meticulous analysis is the striking professional “universality” of
Macedonian sociologists and other social scientists when it comes to the field
humanities, in particular with regard to historiography and institutions of histori-
cal research. Due to their ideological corset, sociologists were obviously consid-
ered to be more reliable than historians when it came to the politically correct
interpretation of Macedonian national history as the basis of Macedonian national
identity. This pioneering study on the three periods of Macedonian sociology—
pre-1945, state-socialism, and post-communism—amply demonstrates the critical
potential of the discipline under changing political conditions as well as its fixation
on what still may be called a “Macedonian Question.””
—Stefan Troebst, Professor Emeritus of East European
Cultural History, Leipzig University, Germany

“This meticulously crafted book invites you to explore the vicissitudes of
Macedonian sociology. Delving into carefully reconstructed historical contexts and
theoretical frameworks, it unveils the transformations of Macedonian social
thought based on extensive original data. A unique resource for researchers and
students, the book spans over a century of intellectual history in a compelling
scholarly narrative.”
—Marta Bucholc, Professor of Sociology, Faculty of Sociology,
University of Warsaw, Poland



“Synthesizing a large amount of diverse data, Trajanovski skillfully weaves the
threads of history of'a national sociology in the periphery of Europe. The book has
something to offer to not only those working on the region of South East Europe,
but also those interested in the history of ideas, especially the role of social scien-
tific expertise in modernizing projects, as well as the contribution of intellectuals
to nation-building, in the context of actually-existing socialism and postsocialist
transformation.”
—Ivana Spasi¢, Professor of Sociology, Department of Sociology,
Unaversity of Belyrade, Serbin

“The book focuses on three issues—the history of sociological reflection (theoreti-
cal and empirical) in Macedonia, the dependence of social sciences on political
climate and decisions, and how contemporary Macedonian sociology tried to
become independent as a field of research and an academic discipline. It is map-
ping out the ways in which the University of Skopje tried to ofter sociology courses
to students of various faculties (geography, law, medicine) and simultaneously to
create a field of sociological studies and research units. I was also reminded about
my Macedonian colleagues and their efforts to go beyond Macedonia to overcome
the sense of peripherality. They used the contacts within scientific organizations
such as ISA and ESA, networks of francophone researchers, participation in
research networks in the Balkans, and finally, organizing international sociological
scientific conferences. That is why Naum Trajanovski's book is worth paying atten-
tion to and reading.”
—DMarian Niezgoda, Professor Emeritus of Sociology, Institute of
Sociology, Jagiellonian University, Krakow

“The writing of a history of Macedonian sociology is far from an easy task. The
historical turbulences and the (ongoing) contestations of the Macedonian nation
and language make it immensely hard to map the continuities of the national
sociological thought, and the selection of the relevant topics, people, and institu-
tions which contributed to its development. As a professor in political sciences and
a former senior researcher at the Institute for Sociological, Political and Juridical
Research in Skopje, as well as a direct witness and participant in the democratic
transition of the state and the region, I see Trajanovski’s book as a unique and

timely contribution to the history of Macedonian sociological ideas.”
—Mirjana Maleska, Professor of Political Sciences, School of Doctoral Studies,
Unaversity of Ss. Cyril and Methodius Skopje, North Macedonin



“Naum Trajanovski’s book A History of Macedonian Sociology: In Quest for Identity
provides a well-informed, analytical, and amazingly seamless history of Macedonian
sociology. He neatly frames the Macedonian sociological developments in the 20th
and the early 21st century as a continued pursuit of a disciplinary identity tightly
connected with the deliberations about the groupist identities in the Macedonian
society in formation.”
—Ilo Trajkovski, Professor of Sociology, Institute of Sociology,
Unaversity of Ss. Cyril and Methodius Skopje, North Macedonin
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