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Preface 

Every doctoral dissertation is an arduous journey and this one was no excep-
tion.  The genesis of my research began during a time of post-graduate field 
studies in and around the location of Qumran and at the Shrine of the Book, 
in Israel.  I was initially inspired by the late Dr. Peter Flint, who, during a 
visit to my graduate school (Regent College in Vancouver), encouraged stu-
dents to look more deeply into the Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS), for, he rightly 
argued, the opportunity to study new materials and make fresh discoveries 
was still very much alive in those texts.  I took this to heart, and decided to 
research the scrolls in greater depth. 

My interest in John’s Apocalypse came from a practical desire to know the 
book itself better.  I have many scholars to thank in this regard, and a great 
number of them are cited in this monograph.  One in particular, Adela Yarbro 
Collins, encouraged me early on to focus on a single scroll, one individual 
text instead of the entire DSS corpus.  This sound advice led me to one of the 
few pieces of research that directly attempts to connect John’s Apocalypse (or 
any New Testament text for that matter) to the DSS, namely, the work of 
Richard Bauckham, who argued that John’s Apocalypse, for various reasons, 
stands as a sort of ‘Christian War Scroll,’ in the vein of the War Scroll of 
Qumran (1QM). 

Having found a scholarly connection between these two great texts, I then 
needed a means of conducting a thoroughgoing examination of the entire 
scroll I had chosen, 1QM, as it speaks to the themes and theology found in 
John’s Apocalypse.  The phenomenon of theological Holy War came imme-
diately to the fore as a major and significant component of both texts which 
would serve as the vehicle for my comparison, and I built on Gerhard von 
Rad’s groundbreaking work dealing with the topic because it paved the way 
for the furtherance of his foundational research.  As a literary theme, Holy 
War often seems scandalous and morally contradictory to the modern under-
standing, but to the ancients it was a driving force that justified extensive 
brutality and horrible bloodshed.  I believe we have much to learn from its 
careful analysis. 

There are many other related concepts that populate this monograph, and 
among the more prominent voices are those of Yigael Yadin and Lawrence 
Schiffman, both preeminent DSS scholars.  In the area of John’s Apocalypse, 



VIII Preface 

no recent research would be complete without taking into account the monu-
mental efforts of David Aune.  The reader will find the thought-life and 
scholarly work of these great thinkers and many others brought together in 
the pages that follow.  But the most directly influential source, to whom in-
deed my entire methodology is indebted, would be my thesis supervisor, Prof. 
Dr. Gerhardus Van den Heever, from the University of South Africa.  With-
out his steady guidance and keen insight this research would never have seen 
the light of day, and I would have been left with a respectably good idea but 
no means of executing it.  To him I am forever grateful.  

There are many others scholars I could thank for directly influencing my 
course of investigation, and although space is limited and so constrains my 
expressions of gratitude I would simply say, if you find yourself cited here I 
am sincerely appreciative of your time, your work, and your generosity in 
providing the advice, feedback, and encouragement I needed.  I hope to be as 
helpful as you were to me if I am ever asked to provide the same. 

I conclude this introduction by making it explicit to the reader that my 
journey towards completion of this monograph was both personal and experi-
ential in that I attended many conferences, spoke with numerous scholars, and 
ploughed through piles of books and articles; at no time whatsoever was Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI) used as a tool to produce any portion of this book. 

 
Dr. David C. Harris, Ph.D. 



























 










