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Preface

The Advanced Practitioner: A Framework for Practice is the first of its kind. It provides a multiprofessional 
resource that uses the four pillars underpinning advanced practice as a framework: clinical practice, 
leadership and management, research and education. The text offers essential reading that is related to 
contemporary advanced clinical practice topics.

The Advanced Practitioner: A Framework for Practice has been written primarily for the trainee 
advanced practitioner. Advanced practitioners (APs) come from a range of professional backgrounds, 
including physiotherapy, pharmacy, paramedics, occupational therapy and nursing, practising across the 
age continuum and in a variety of spheres of practice, at the top of their licence. The focus of this text is 
on the adult person.

The advanced practitioner role offers the added value of an experienced clinician; it is a co-productive 
role that meets the needs of populations. Advanced practice offers a vision for the development of 
the workforce in a way that is consistent, ensuring safety, promoting quality and resulting in positive 
patient outcomes.

Advanced practice programmes have been developed to meet national and local policy drivers for 
workforce transformation through a Master’s level programme. Using a level 7 taxonomy makes clear the 
expectation that practitioners working at this level are required to perform at Master’s level. The Advanced 
Practitioner: A Framework for Practice is cognisant of this and the chapters in the text mirror this.

Readers will develop their knowledge, skills and behaviours required to act with a high level of 
autonomy, enhancing their skills in holistic and systematic assessment, complex decision making along 
with the provision of high-quality evidence-based interventions for patients and their families. This text 
will support the reader undertaking a programme of study to strengthen their learning through the appli-
cation of theory related to their scope of practice in the workplace and the academic setting. The text will 
also be of value to those advanced practitioners who are seeking to update and review their knowledge 
and understanding of the various topics associated with advanced practice.

Throughout The Advanced Practitioner: A Framework for Practice, the service user is placed at the 
centre of all that is done, as is the case in practice. Key to education and training is understanding 
the importance of the time and experience required to build confidence in decision making and the 
management of risk. The Advanced Practitioner: A Framework for Practice facilitates individual and 
organisational development.

This is the ‘go to’ text for trainee advanced practitioners, with content written by experienced 
advanced practitioners and academics who are closely involved in the delivery of advanced practice 
programmes. A range of curricula have been assessed and wide consultation with key stakeholders has 
been undertaken to derive content for the chapters and format of the text.

Trainee advanced practitioners will undergo frequent assessment, using approaches such as consul-
tation, observation tools, clinical portfolios and case-based discussion. Examination and procedural 
skills undertaken as part of the advanced practitioner role are assessed in practice. The trainee advanced 
practitioner is required to demonstrate competence, and there are a number of directly observed proce-
dures that need to be undertaken along with the ability to ‘see’ the whole person and fuse biomedical 
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science with the art of caring, providing health promotion advice, counselling, assessment, diagnosis, 
referral, treatment and discharge.

The Advanced Practitioner: A Framework for Practice focuses on regulatory body requirements such 
as those of the Health and Care Professions Council and Nursing and Midwifery Council. The text has 
been aligned to nationally established advanced practitioner curricula, including the Faculty of Intensive 
Care Medicine (FICM), the Royal College of Emergency Medicine (RCEM) and the Royal College of 
Nursing (RCN).

Created for the busy practising clinician, the 21 chapters in this text have been written by a variety of 
experts in the field, across a range of specialties, and the information provided is accessible and engaging. 
Each chapter has been written using an approach that will enable the reader to delve deeper into essential 
subject matter, encourage curiosity and offer safe and effective care to people.

High-quality colour illustrations, line drawings, tables, charts, graphs, and algorithms have been 
used in the comprehensive chapters to aid understanding as well as the retention of key facts. Pedagog-
ical features are offered in such a way to support the trainee advanced practitioner to address the many 
curriculum requirements and to be successful when undertaking the various assessment challenges that 
they will face. These features aim to encourage the reader to delve deeper and challenge practice.

Containing numerous essential practical and theoretical components, The Advanced Practitioner: 
A Framework for Practice is the essential contemporary resource for all trainee advanced clinical practi-
tioner as well as those healthcare students who are seeking to advance in this sphere of practice.

We sincerely hope you enjoy reading this text as much we have enjoyed editing it and providing you 
with a contemporary and useful resource as you make the transformation to advanced practitioner.

Ian Peate, London
Sadie Diamond-Fox, Newcastle

Barry Hill, Newcastle
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