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Preface

Many people have helped the General Editor in the preparation of
this volume. The Latin text and translation of Book XI cc.1-27 are
the work of Wendy Stevenson. The text and translation of cc.28-56
are by Donald Watt, who received much initial assistance for the
translation from drafts by the late Martin Smith. Alan Borthwick
produced the text and translation of cc.57-64. Winifred MacQueen
and Adrian Gratwick separately helped in the final revision of much
of the translation of this book. The notes for the whole book are by
Donald Watt, who was materially assisted for cc.46-64 by con-
tributions from the American scholar R. James Goldstein.

The Latin text of Book XII is the work of Norman Shead. The
translation of the whole book is based on the work of Martin Smith,
with substantial contributions for the sections of verse from Ronald
Latham and Brian Scott. The notes for cc.}-25 and 34-37 are the
work of Norman Shead and Donald Watt jointly. Exceptionally the
comparatively elaborate notes for the Irish texts in cc.26-33, and
related material included in the introduction to the volume, have been
composed by Seymour Phillips. The General Editor has done his best
to give coherence to all these contributions from so many scholars
over quite a number of years, and is responsible for the introduction
to the volume and the index. It may seem like a case of ‘too many
cooks’; but any new edition of so large a work as the Scotichronicon
has proved to be possible only with the help which a large number of
busy people have been willing to give periodically to this project.

Continuing thanks are due to the Master and Fellows of Corpus
College, Cambridge for access to their MS 171 as the basic text used
for this edition, and for their permission for the reproduction as a
frontispiece here of an illustration from that manuscript. The
publication of this work nowadays requires a substantial financial
subvention to make it possible to continue. For this volume we
acknowledge with gratitude the generosity of the TSB Foundation
for Scotland in providing half of the necessary subvention, and also
the assistance which the British Academy, Fife Regional Council,
William Grant and Sons Ltd, and the University of St Andrews
through its Committee on Research in Arts and Divinity have
provided for the other half. Without this financial assistance this
project to make available in a modern edition a basic source for
Scotland’s history would founder.

Donald Watt
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