The Political Psy

AT, s =

Edited by

Ercan Sen
“Elif Sandal Onal

Mete Sefa Uysal
Yasemin Gulsuim Acar

of Kurds in Turke

palgrave

macmillan



Palgrave Studies in Political Psychology

Series Editors
Paul Nesbitt-Larking,
University of Western Ontario
London, Canada

Catarina Kinnvall,
Lund University
Lund, Sweden

Tereza Capelos,
University of Birmingham
Birmingham, UK

Henk Dekker,
Leiden University
Leiden, The Netherlands



The Palgrave Studies in Political Psychology book series profiles a range of
innovative contributions that investigate the leading political issues and
perspectives of our time. The academic field of political psychology has
been developing for almost fifty years and is now a well-established sub-
field of enquiry in the North American academy. In the context of new
global forces of political challenge and change as well as rapidly evolving
political practices and political identities, Palgrave Studies in Political
Psychology builds upon the North American foundations through profil-
ing studies from Europe and the broader global context. From a theoreti-
cal perspective, the series incorporates constructionist, historical, (post)
structuralist, and postcolonial analyses. Methodologically, the series is
open to a range of approaches to political psychology. Psychoanalytic
approaches, critical social psychology, critical discourse analysis, Social
Identity Theory, rhetorical analysis, social representations, and a range of
quantitative and qualitative methodologies exemplify the range of
approaches to the empirical world welcomed in the series. The series inte-
grates approaches to political psychology that address matters of urgency
and concern from a global perspective, including theories and perspectives
on world politics and a range of international issues: the rise of social pro-
test movements for democratic change, notably in the global South and
the Middle East; the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and its broader implica-
tions; patterns of global migration and associated challenges of integration
and religious accommodation; the formation and deformation of political,
economic, and strategic transnational entities such as the European Union;
conflicts and violence resulting from local and regional nationalisms;
emerging political movements of the new left and the new right; ethnic
violence; legacies of war and colonization; and class conflict. To submit a
proposal, please contact Senior Editor Ambra Finotello ambra.finotello@
palgrave.com.



Ercan Sen e Elif Sandal Onal

Mete Sefa Uysal o Yasemin Giilstim Acar
Editors

The Political
Psychology of Kurds
in Turkey

Ciritical Perspectives on Identity, Narratives,
and Resistance

palgrave

macmillan



Editors )
Ercan $en Elif Sandal Onal
Ankara, Turkey Bielefeld University

Mete Sefa Uysal Bielefeld, Germany

Friedrich Schiller University Jena Yasemin Giilstim Acar
Jena, Germany University of St Andrews
St Andrews, UK
ISSN 2946-2592 ISSN 2946-2606 (electronic)
Palgrave Studies in Political Psychology
ISBN 978-3-031-33290-6 ISBN 978-3-031-33291-3  (eBook)

https://doi.org/10.1007 /978-3-031-33291-3

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive licence to Springer
Nature Switzerland AG 2023

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of
translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on
microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and retrieval,
clectronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology now
known or hereafter developed.

The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors, and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information
in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the pub-
lisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the
material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The
publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institu-
tional affiliations.

This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature
Switzerland AG.
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

Contributor: Westend61 GmbH / Alamy Stock Photo


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-33291-3

The story of this edited volume starts with waiting. When we first began to
delve deeper into the vesearch conducted in Turkey on Kurdishness, we were
all in diffevent states of uncertainty and waiting. Acar had left her position
at Ozyeiin University and was waiting to hear if she would leave the country
for a post in Scotland. She emptied her home and entive life, and then was
suspended in a position of waiting. Sandal Onal was also waiting. She had
been dismissed from her position by decree law and was hoping to start a new
life in Germany. Her husband and son left abead of her, and she was waiting
for the vight time to make the journey herself. Sen was also dismissed by decree
law. He was a PhD student who was suddenly faced with having to decide if
this new Turkish academin would accept him, and whether he needed to
consider his life going in a different divection. Uysal was a PhD student, only
to find his university had been shut down by the government, and he was
uncertain what this meant for him and his future. We dedicate this edited
volume to everyone affected by the political oppression and uncertainty in
Turkey, who ave still waiting for justice, peace, and democracy.
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Introduction

Ercan Sen, Elif Sandal-Onal, Mete Sefa Uysal,

and Yasemin Giilsiim Acar

The photograph you see on the cover of this book is of what was Hasankeyf,
a city with a predominantly Kurdish population in southeastern Turkey.
We say “was,” because this ancient Kurdish city with a history of
12,000 years, which harbored the birth of Eastern and Western civiliza-
tions, is now underwater. The destruction of Hasankeyf was not due to a
disaster or natural event, but due to the construction of the Ilisu Dam,
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one of many barrage projects in the region. There were many efforts,
starting with the initiatives of environmental activists, to prevent the proj-
ect, but to no avail. In addition to environmental activists, the initiatives
of famous writers such as Orhan Pamuk and Yasar Kemal and famous art-
ists such as Tarkan and Sezen Aksu could not stop the Turkish State’s
persistence that concluded with flooding Hasankeyf.

Attending the opening of the barrage project at Hasankeyf on May 19,
2020, President Erdogan emphasized that a wind of peace, fraternity, and
prosperity would blow from the Ilisu Dam (Gazete Duvar, 2020).
Similarly, many bureaucrats stated that the project would contribute
412 million dollars to the country’s economy due to the amount of energy
it would produce, and provide job opportunities for many people
(Euronews, 2020). Although the Turkish State presented the project as a
powerful, renewable energy source and employment opportunity, the
project was criticized for its devastating effects on the Kurdish resident
population in the region (Zhang, 2021). In addition to the destruction of
Hasankeyf, its population was forcibly migrated to the newly established
city center, evoking the memories of Kurds who were forcibly displaced
from their villages in the 1990s (Dissard, 2021). People removed
from their traditional houses were forced to choose; stay in Hasankeyf
but live in houses sold by the state for high prices, or leave. Furthermore,
it was not only the villagers but also some of the historical buildings
that were moved to the new settlements (Euronews, 2020). Despite
everything, the project was carried out by the government, most of the
fertile lands in the Mesopotamian Basin were destroyed, the ecosystem in
the region changed, and the Kurdish locals who live in this area faced dif-
ferent and destructive forms of state violence once again.

The Kurdish issue, which is at the forefront of Turkey’s deep-rooted
problems, continues to shape the colonialist governmental policies of
Turkey, as seen in the example of Hasankeyf. Although these policies are
addressed in different ways on varying levels by parties with different
political backgrounds, they are far from the solution to this issue, as they
share or reproduce official state narratives. This predominant approach
and rhetoric in politics are also reflected in academic knowledge (for
exceptions see Besik¢i, 1968, 1977) and emerge as an obstacle to aca-
demic production that is supposed to produce valid and critical pathways
to addressing the Kurdish issue. This limited production in the field of
social sciences is also reflected in the discipline of psychology, and it is seen
that the first productions on the centenary Kurdish issue emerged after the
2000s (Sen et al., 2021).
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RATIONALE

The inspiration for this edited volume comes from research, reviews, and
meta-analyses conducted by the editors on political psychological research
into Kurdishness in Turkey. We all bring our unique perspectives as
researchers to this work. Sen, who is a native Kurdish speaker and spent his
childhood in Turkish Kurdistan, was introduced to different aspects of
state violence at an early age. His childhood experiences in Kurdistan, as
well as his experiences of discrimination in the major cities of Ankara and
Istanbul, where he studied and worked as an academic, spurred his interest
in studying different aspects of the Kurdish issue academically. Sandal-
Onal has her roots in Dersim, but never lived in Kurdistan, nor speaks
Kurdish /Zazaki. Apart from her research interests and being an Academic
for Peace, her relationship to Kurdishness is linked to the stories her
grandparents told her about the Dersim Massacre. Uysal is a Turkish
researcher who has never been to Kurdistan and does not speak Kurdish.
His first experiences of Kurdishness came when he politicized in his uni-
versity years. His understanding, position, and identity related to
Kurdishness are based on his relationship with close Kurdish friends and
his wife, as well as his research into the Turkish-Kurdish conflict and
Kurdish resistance. Acar is Turkish-American and only lived in Turkey as
an adult. She studied the Kurdish language as a means to better connect
with her Kurdish friends, as well as to support her field research into the
Turkish-Kurdish conflict. Her experience of Kurdishness is primarily
through close friends and research into the Turkish-Kurdish conflict, as
well as her later status as an Academic for Peace. Kurdishness as a subject
has often functioned as an applied context for many researchers seeking to
replicate social psychological theories in Kurdish and Turkish contexts.
This approach, however, misses the crucial questions that exist around
studying Kurdishness in Turkey. For one, Kurdishness as an identity has
been hotly contested and it is only in recent years that a political identity
of “Kurdish” exists. At the same time, this identity is often a trigger word
for political issues, such that even defining oneself as Kurdish can be a
political act. At the same time, research on Kurdishness does not often
enough recognize the dynamic social and political context of Turkey, and
the historical and contemporary dynamics of the ongoing Turkish-Kurdish
conflict when discussing its outcomes, losing out on important elements
of data as well as reasons for the outcomes that are found.
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We believe that research into Kurdishness touches on many of the
important global issues within contemporary social and political psychol-
ogy—questions about the rigors of methodology, the importance of
reflexivity, issues of replicability, and the role of decolonization in research
on actors in intractable conflicts. This volume will provide an in-depth
account of historical and contemporary research on Kurdishness in Turkey,
including research on social identity, intergroup contact, conflict and con-
flict resolution, as well as collective action and resistance. It will also
address methodological issues including fieldwork in conflict zones, reflex-
ivity in research, and intersectionality. This volume also provides lessons
from related disciplines such as Kurdish studies and sociology to provide
political psychologists some insight into their own research practices from
disciplines wherein questions of intersectionality and reflexivity have long
been ongoing.

THE CHAPTERS

This volume is divided into three overarching sections, though many of
the chapters may speak to themes in different sections. The first section,
Intergroup conflict in Turkey: Conflict narratives and conflict-related iden-
tities, explores the way that the Turkish-Kurdish conflict is understood by
the general public of Turkey as well as how Kurds have ingrained the con-
flict in their own identities. There are three chapters in this section. Ulug
starts the volume with a focus on the conflict frames that have been identi-
fied and endorsed about the Turkish-Kurdish conflict (chapter “An
Overview of the Turkish-Kurdish Conflict Narratives and Their Effects on
Intergroup Relations”). The content of these frames, their antecedents
and their outcomes are all discussed. The section continues with the topic
of victimhood and victim identity. Although most of the studies on the
Kurdish community in Turkey focus on the antecedents and consequences
of victimization of this community, little is known about what “victim-
hood identity” means for those who are victimized. Alict scrutinizes the
concepts of victimhood and the meanings of victimhood identity for Kurds
around the concepts of vulnerability, agency, resistance, and empower-
ment (chapter “Understanding the Implications of Victimhood Identity
in Turkey’s Kurdish Conflict”). The last chapter of this section by Karakus
and colleagues deals with the dynamics in the formation of Kurdish iden-
tity as a politicized collective category. The authors introduce the concept
of rights consciousness as the key explanatory factor that politicizes
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Kurdish identity while they propose that this consciousness evolves from
the intergenerational transmission of violations of rights.

The second section, Collective action: Memory, inter-minorvity velations,
and Kurdish resistance, focuses on the many ways that resistance has taken
place within the Kurdish movement. The first chapter by Kigiik, et al.
(chapter “Oath to Death: An Analysis of Sait Kirmizitoprak’s Contested
Memory”) presents a sociological account of Kurdish collective memory
by narrating the life and death of a prominent Kurdish figure, Sait
Kirmizitoprak, or Doctor Sivan. The authors reflect on the oblivion of his
memory and argue that Kurdish people do not have an official history and
their memories are fading, resulting in the loss of their collective meaning
making systems and the continuation of colonial violence. Then, Duman
continues the section with a focus on the relationship between Kurdish
(the largest internally displaced population in the world and Turkey) and
Syrian (the largest refugee population in the world and in Turkey) com-
munities in Turkey (chapter “The Other of the Other: Syrian Refugees
from the Perspective of Kurdish Minority in Turkey”). The chapter exam-
ines the Kurdish community members’ perceptions of and attitudes toward
Syrian refugees within the political psychological frameworks of social
dominance orientation, social identity, and collective psychological own-
ership. Last, Kaya and Acar focus on a specific group, the Saturday
Mothers, and how their nearly 30 years of resistance has been passed from
one generation to the next (chapter “From Collective Action to Collective
Resistance: Working with the Saturday Mothers™). They discuss how they
met and engaged in research with the Saturday Mothers, and how grow-
ing up in a protest movement has affected the subsequent generations.

The third section, Reflexivity and positionality in Kurdishness and
Kurdish Conflict Research in Turkey, focuses on the methodological and
epistemological aspects of the issues discussed in previous sections.
Tiirkmen starts the third section with the importance of positionality in
social scientific research. In this chapter, based on her field research among
Kurdish religious elites in Southeastern Anatolia, where she was an out-
sider, Tturkmen discusses the challenges and advantages of the outsider
position (chapter “Reflexivity and Positionality in Qualitative Research:
On Being an Outsider in the Field”). In the last chapter, Bayad and Sen
analyze the colonial legacy of Turkish psychology by using the interpreta-
tive repertoire method (chapter “How Did “Turkish’ Psychology Become
the Mainstream? A Discourse Analysis on the Trajectory of Its Colonial
Legacy”). By tracing influential figures and publications in psychology
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dealing with the social problem of their eras, Bayad and Sen discuss the
colonial traces of the history of psychology in Turkey.
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An Overview of the Turkish-Kurdish Conflict
Narratives and Their Effects on Intergroup
Relations

Ozden Melis Ulwj

The Turkish-Kurdish conflict in Turkey is an intractable conflict that has
been ongoing for decades. After the foundation of the modern Republic
of Turkey in 1923, non-Turkish identities, such as Kurdish identity and
their cultural expressions, were denied and repressed by the Turkish state
under the state ideology, Kemalism (Kiris¢i & Winrow, 1997). This state
ideology has been argued to be one of the reasons for the conflict in the
country.

To challenge the repression on Kurds, the armed wing of the Kurdish
national movement, the PKK (Partiya Karkerén Kurdistan—Kurdistan
Workers’ Party) launched its first major attacks in 1984. Since 1984, there
have been many periods of escalation and de-escalation. The most recent
attempt to build peace in the country also failed in 2015 (Ozpek, 2017).
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