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History records the ebbs and flows of human movement as voluntary and 
involuntary moments. The movement of people dates as far back as more 
than one million years ago. This movement was often associated with 
seeking new places to settle for the short to long term and was frequently 
connected with nomadic societies. Later, the expansion of the world, 
through relocation, became associated with wars and the resulting actions 
of conquering other states, expanding the reign of sovereignty through 
forms of colonisation and enslavement.

With the dawn of modernity, global phenomenon and eras of industri-
alisation, the push and pull factors for migration now include sustained 
civil and political disruption, environmental disasters and the need to 
access better education, health and protection services. Research indicates 
that while there are concerns for both the host and country of origin, 
migratory movements and migrants make significant contributions to 
their adoptive countries in terms of culture and food, the political land-
scape and advancements in entrepreneurial innovations. The challenge, 
however, is that sustained and unregulated migration practices generate 
circumstances where human rights concerns become complex, where large 
pockets of vulnerable persons emerge overnight and where issues around 
social protection and security become points of urgency.

There are three faces of migration; first, the face of international agree-
ments that require national signatories and obligations; second, the face of 
national procedures constrained by the availability of scarce resources; and 
third, the lived experience of the boy, girl, man or woman seeking refuge 
in the circumstances of human rights disasters and confronting the 
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potential for rejection and dissonance in the host country. The vulnerabili-
ties, created and conditioned by migration and the readiness of systems for 
migrants (trafficking, lack of access to services, exploitation and xenopho-
bia), are cradles of unease not just for the fields of criminal justice, polic-
ing, social work, sociology and psychology, but perhaps more for the field 
of education.

Response for Venezuelans (R4V) reported that in the first quarter of 
2020 over 113,000 Venezuelans have sought the safety of the Caribbean. 
A significant number of these persons are children and youth, representing 
12% of the registered refugee population in Trinidad and Tobago and 31% 
of the refugee population in Guyana. Despite international legal obliga-
tions, refugee children and youth experience significant trials with access-
ing education services. This is often related to the language barriers and 
the national legislative rules governing school enrolment where refugees 
often do not have the required documentation to support school 
enrolment.

While there is the challenge of the host country’s ability to absorb 
migrants, there is also the socio-cultural challenge of conflicts of cultures 
and assumptions of abilities, particularly where the required training and 
resources are not in place at the school level to support integration and 
inclusion. Thus, for migrant children and youth, learning continuity in a 
language that is not their mother tongue results in additional reasons for 
exclusion, decreasing the rates for successful educational outcomes, reduc-
ing the ability to experience income independence and increasing the 
social protection/security costs for the migrant and the host country.

While this volume speaks to the issue of the Venezuelan exodus in the 
twenty-first century and the social and political contest that this exodus 
creates for the Caribbean host nations, the recommendations proffered by 
the authors can also serve to guide the development of harmonised educa-
tion responses for migrant children and youth. The power of this anthol-
ogy is in its interdisciplinary nature emphasising the importance of 
understanding the complexities of migration beyond the intersectionality 
of politics, economy and security. Migration is a lived experience and 
brings with it anxieties at all levels and for all actors central and peripheral 
to the migration ecosystem.

As the reader negotiates and navigates the pages of this volume, he/she 
will find a wealth of lived experiences and will be pulled into the mosaic of 
twenty-first-century exodus experiences in the Caribbean. Noting that as 
the landscape changes and boundaries are re-defined, the facades of the 
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twenty-first-century Caribbean will be forever transformed. It is up to us 
in the Caribbean to use the recommendations of the research in this vol-
ume to shape legislation, policies, practices and cultures of inclusion, 
strengthening the social fabric and economic viability of the Caribbean.

Programme Manager-Human Resource  
Development 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM)  
Secretariat, Guyana
 

Laurette Bristol

June 30, 2021
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The idea for this project originated from two sources. The first source was 
a Special Issue in the Migration and Development journal that was edited 
by my erstwhile academic colleague, scholar and longstanding friend from 
our time as undergraduate students at The University of the West Indies, 
St. Augustine Campus, Dr Natasha K.  Mortley, and my good self. 
Paradoxically, the second source emanated from the first, as the Special 
Issue was oversubscribed and unfortunately several high-quality articles 
were not accepted by the journal due to the limitedness of space.

Instructively, the large number of articles that were initially submitted 
for publication consideration in the Special Issue of Migration and 
Development (Volume 10(2) by Wallace & Mortley), as well as the 
extremely high quality of articles that were not accepted due to want of 
space in the journal, encouraged me to continue the pursuit of knowledge 
on the migration of Venezuelans from their homeland. Further, the volu-
minous number of articles that were submitted to the journal highlighted 
the importance of understanding the migration from Venezuela to smaller 
Caribbean Islands as the impacts of this migration apparently affected 
every nation state in the region. When combined, these factors spurred me 
to seek an avenue for these high-quality, but non-accepted and important 
scholarly articles that are mostly contained in this book and collectively 
known as The Movement of Venezuelans to the Americas and the 
Caribbean in the 21st Century.

The most important people in this book are the authors who conducted 
the research for this collective in the most trying circumstances of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdowns which made data 
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CHAPTER 1

The Migration of Venezuelans in the Early 
Twenty-First Century: Understanding 

the Contextual Frameworks

Wendell C. Wallace

Migration is a complex, global phenomena (Harzig et  al., 2009; UN, 
2016a) with a host of underlying rationales fraught with uncertainties as 
the decision to change one’s place or country of residence is a difficult one 
(Sinha, 2005). The phenomenon of migration is also as old as humankind 
(Castelli, 2018) and is an indication of the symptoms of social and eco-
nomic change, and can be regarded as a human adjustment to economic, 
environmental, and social problems (Sinha, 2005). In fact, for economic, 
educational, humanitarian, political, social, and other reasons, individuals 
have migrated from one place to another throughout the history of man-
kind (Habib, 2020). Over the past few decades, migration has increased 
dramatically (Habib, 2020) as people move from developing countries to 
other developing countries as well as from underdeveloped to developed 
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and developing countries. However, the considered wisdom that migra-
tion occurs from regions in the Global South, for example, Latin America 
and the Caribbean, to countries in the Global North, has been found to 
be outdated (Conway, 2013). The position by Conway (2013) is under-
scored by the migration of Venezuelans out of their homeland into smaller 
Caribbean countries in droves.

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(n.d.) point out that the phenomenon of migration has been indispensable 
to human histories, cultures, and civilisations, while Wickramasinghe and 
Wimalaratana (2017) point out that as a practice, migration has a long 
history. Conway (2013) offers support to the statement by the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (n.d.) as he submits 
that the Caribbean, for example, has been significantly shaped by waves 
upon waves of immigration and that for centuries, migrants from all over 
the region have sought employment and opportunities for advancement 
both intra-regionally and extra-regionally. With this in mind, it is no sur-
prise that migration has continued up to contemporary times as “migra-
tion is viewed as an ageless human strategy designed to improve the lives 
of human beings and is also seen as a natural behaviour of human beings” 
(Borkert et al., 2006).

To varying degrees, contemporary Venezuela has not been bypassed by 
the phenomenon of migration. According to the UNHCR (2018, p. 5), 
“The on-going political and socio-economic developments in Venezuela 
have led to the outflow of an estimated 1.5 million Venezuelans into 
neighbouring countries and beyond.” The UNHCR (2018) also empha-
sises that the number of arrivals in neighbouring states has steadily 
increased to 5,000 a day as of early 2018. On the other hand, United 
Nations (2018, p. 4) submits that the Venezuelan crisis has led “to the 
outflow of more than three million Venezuelans into neighbouring coun-
tries and beyond” and that “the exodus of Venezuelan nationals is already 
the largest in the modern history of Latin America and the Caribbean.” 
Therefore, what makes migration out of Venezuela a subject of investiga-
tion is the multiplicity of problems associated with the migration of 
Venezuelans away from their home country. These problems include, but 
are not limited to, xenophobia, economic polarisation, human rights vio-
lations, human trafficking, and crime in the receiving countries. In sum, 
Venezuelan migrants face a plethora of challenges of the twenty-first cen-
tury, such as xenophobia, lack of respect for the human rights of migrants, 
and poor services and overburdened infrastructures in receiving countries.

 W. C. WALLACE
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According to the International Organization for Migration (2018), the 
term ‘migrant’ refers to any person who is moving or has moved across an 
international border or within a state away from his/her habitual place of 
residence, regardless of (1) the person’s legal status; (2) whether the 
movement is voluntary or involuntary; (3) what the causes for the move-
ment are; or (4) what the length of the stay is. On the other hand, the 
International Organization for Migration (2004, p. 41), defines migration 
as “a process of moving, either across an international border, or within a 
State. Encompassing any kind of movement of people, whatever its length, 
composition and causes; it includes refugees, displaced persons, uprooted 
people, and economic migrants.” In a similar vein, Huzdik (2014) and 
UN (2016b), both state that the movement of people from place to place 
for living or working purposes is referred to as migration. Instructively, 
migration is not a new phenomenon (Boghean, 2016); however, it is a 
complex one (Kahanec & Zimmermann, 2008) that shifts space and time 
(Borkert et al., 2006).

Migration takes on a variety of typologies and can be legal or illegal, 
permanent or temporary, as well as internal or external. Additionally, Bell 
et al. (2010) identify three main types of migration, namely: 1. Labour 
migration, 2. Forced migration, and 3. International retirement migra-
tion. The chapter authors in this collective generally focussed their research 
efforts on Venezuelan migration as forced migration (forced migration 
includes refugees and asylum seekers who cross borders due to conflicts 
and political uncertainties) (Bell et al., 2010).

In spite of the typologies of migration, Hugo (1996) points out that 
migration has always been a traditional response or a survival strategy for 
people confronting the prospect, impact, or aftermath of disasters, whether 
natural or man-made. However, as with all forms of movement of people, 
it is argued that the increase in migration from Venezuela has surpassed 
the capacity of public institutions to respond in multiple countries (United 
Nations, 2018). Further, a great majority of the receiving jurisdictions are 
under increasing stress and intense scrutiny from their citizens, many who 
are against the notion of Venezuelan migrants residing in their under- 
resourced countries and this serves to “undermine peaceful coexistence 
and feed manifestations of discrimination and xenophobia” (United 
Nations, 2018). Importantly, instead of seeking to pathologise individuals 
who migrated from Venezuela in search of a better life, whether legally or 
illegally, the authors of the chapters in this manuscript seek a better under-
standing of the rationales behind this ongoing mass movement so as to 
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