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Prologue

It is an honour and a great pleasure to write introduc-
tory words to accompany the book entitled ’Palinolo-
gía Colombiana’ written by Andrés Pardo-Trujillo, An-
gelo Plata-Torres and Clemecia Gómez-González. It is 
the first modern textbook of palynology for the Spanish 
speaking part of the world. The book is richly illustrated 
and is prepared by a team of Colombian palynologists 
with a thorough understanding of environmental chan-
ge along the geological time scale. Since the 1950s two 
Dutch palynologists have spent their successive careers 
uncovering the dynamic histories of Colombian ecosys-
tems. It is a fortunate observation that a new cohort of 
young Colombian palynologists, trained in Colombia, 
The Netherlands, USA, Germany, and Switzerland is 
continuing palynological research. There is quite a di-
fference between palynological studies in the tempera-
te world and in the tropics. Palynologists from the Nor-
thern Hemisphere have to be trained to ‘think tropical’.

Professor Thomas van der Hammen arrived for the first 
time in Colombia in 1952 after having obtained his PhD 
in geology and palynology in Leiden. I arrived in Co-
lombia for the first time in 1976 after having obtained 
my master level training from Thomas van der Ham-
men. I started my PhD project about the palynological 
study of the deep core raised near the village of Funza. 
Being interested in the dynamic history of Colombia’s 
ecosystems I visited and studied in the years afterwards 
the páramo, upper and lower Andean forest, rainforest 


