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Introduction
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At once a portrait of a sovereign and a study of a man
navigating ceremony, expectation, and change, Marie Belloc
Lowndes’s King Edward VII traces the delicate equilibrium
between the visible theater of monarchy and the private self
that must give it life, observing how power constrained by
constitutional limits can still shape a nation’s mood, how
public image both shields and exposes, and how an era
eager for novelty demands steadiness without stagnation,
so that the figure at its center becomes not only a symbol of
continuity but also a living participant in the restless
transformations surrounding the throne.

Lowndes presents a work of nonfiction biography focused
on the world of late Victorian and Edwardian Britain,
charting the public life of the heir who became monarch and
the milieu that framed his reign. Written by a British novelist
and biographer whose career spanned the early twentieth
century, the book belongs to the tradition of accessible
historical life-writing that addressed a wide readership
interested in the personalities of the age. Its setting
encompasses court, capital, and continent, following the
rhythms of public duty and society, without straying into
novelistic invention, and maintaining a perspective attentive
to ceremony and change.

The narrative favors clarity over flourish, with a
composed, observant tone that balances sympathy and
reserve, allowing character to emerge through actions,
occasions, and the measured accumulation of detail. Rather
than pursue sensational revelation, Lowndes emphasizes
the interplay between position and personality, tracing how
habits, friendships, and obligations shape a sovereign’s
public presence. The pacing alternates between panoramic



scenes—processions, seasons, and rituals—and close focus
on moments that reveal judgement, tact, or restraint.
Readers encounter a voice that is attentive to social nuance
and the limits of constitutional power, offering an inviting,
steady guide through a densely peopled period.

Among its central themes is the tension between
visibility and privacy: the necessity of being seen and the
cost of constant observation. Lowndes treats monarchy as a
vocation defined less by decree than by example, a craft of
presence, courtesy, and continuity practiced under public
scrutiny. The book considers how reputation is built,
maintained, and sometimes revised, and how influence
operates when formal authority is restrained. It also
explores the social choreography of court and capital, where
personal inclination meets institutional expectation, and
where tradition must accommodate a society grappling with
rapid change in technology, taste, and international outlook.

Set against the passing of the long Victorian shadow and
the emergence of a distinctly Edwardian tone, the book
situates its subject within a Europe of salons, press galleries,
and formal visits, where gestures could signal as much as
policies. Lowndes attends to the culture of sociability and
hospitality that animated public life, showing how
conversation, travel, and ceremony mediated relationships
between institutions and individuals. The gaze is outward as
well as inward, attentive to the atmosphere surrounding the
throne—fashion, leisure, philanthropy, and spectacle—while
remaining clear about the constitutional mechanics that
determine what a modern sovereign can endorse,
encourage, or simply symbolize.

Contemporary readers will recognize enduring questions
threaded through the narrative: how leaders cultivate trust
without overstepping their remit; how institutions adapt to
cultural shifts; how media attention amplifies, distorts, and
fixes a public figure in the imagination. By presenting
character in relation to office, Lowndes invites reflection on



responsibility exercised through example rather than
decree. The portrait’s emphasis on civility, continuity, and
tact speaks to plural societies negotiating identity and
change, while its attentiveness to spectacle anticipates
modern debates about visibility and service. The result is a
study of symbolic power that remains instructive amid
today’s mediated, expectation-laden public life.

Approached as a carefully shaped narrative rather than a
compendium of anecdotes, King Edward VII offers steady
illumination rather than surprise, inviting readers to
consider the lived texture of constitutional rule and the
character that sustains it. Lowndes’s measured cadence,
preference for proportion, and eye for revealing detail make
the book an approachable entry point for those seeking
context for the Edwardian era and its figurehead. Without
presuming prior expertise, it frames a life within its
institutions and social currents, and in doing so, clarifies
what example can accomplish when authority is bounded—
an insight that lends the biography continuing resonance.
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Marie Belloc Lowndes’s King Edward VII presents a
measured portrait of the monarch’s life and times, following
his passage from heir apparent to sovereign while situating
him in the transition from the Victorian to the Edwardian
age. The narrative proceeds chronologically, interweaving
public milestones with the shaping influences of family,
education, and court ritual. Lowndes emphasizes the
demands placed upon a prince raised under exacting
standards, and the gradual emergence of a public figure
whose personality mattered to national life. The book
introduces the central questions it will pursue: how Edward
learned his role, how he exercised it, and why his example
mattered.

It opens with his childhood as the eldest son of Queen
Victoria and Prince Albert, an upbringing designed to shape
character through discipline, study, and carefully supervised
experience. Lowndes sketches the tension between private
inclination and public duty, showing how a sensitive,
sociable temperament encountered rules that defined
imperial respectability. Tutors, travel within Britain, and
controlled exposure to ceremony serve as preparation for
future tasks. The portrait underscores family influence,
especially the moral seriousness of his parents, without
losing sight of the young prince’s search for independence.
The groundwork is laid for a life in which scrutiny and
service would be constant.

As he enters adulthood, the biography follows his public
apprenticeship, including journeys that extended his
visibility at home and abroad and a marriage that anchored
his household. Lowndes recounts how union with Princess
Alexandra of Denmark contributed to his stability and



popularity, while the couple’s family life intersected with
expectations of representation. The Prince of Wales emerges
as a figure at ease in society, cultivating patronage of
charities, the arts, and sport. Against this, the narrative
notes episodes that tested judgment and image, using them
to illustrate the pressures of celebrity before the term
existed and the resilience demanded by it.

The long wait for the throne becomes a central thread,
portrayed less as idleness than as continuous rehearsal for
constitutional responsibility. Lowndes depicts a man learning
institutions from the edges: attending ceremonies, opening
hospitals, hosting gatherings where ministers, diplomats,
and notables met under informal auspices. The account
stresses how social ease became a political instrument,
aligning the monarchy with polite sociability that could
smooth tensions and build goodwill. At the same time, it
acknowledges constraints imposed by the reigning
sovereign, which kept the heir’s influence indirect. The
result is a study of preparation—practical, public, and
personal—that would inform a later, shorter reign.

Upon accession, the book traces adjustments in tone and
practice that mark the Edwardian court, presenting a
monarch determined to be visible, cosmopolitan, and
punctual in ceremonial duty. Attention falls on the crown’s
symbolic diplomacy, with journeys and receptions that
projected reassurance at home and cordiality abroad.
Lowndes highlights the king’s facility with European
relationships and his role in fostering a climate conducive to
improved understanding with key partners, while carefully
distinguishing this influence from formal policymaking.
Administrative changes in court life, etiquette, and
patronage illustrate an effort to modernize without rupture,
stabilizing traditions while meeting the expectations of a
new century.

Domestic scenes place the reign within a society coping
with industrial dynamism, imperial complexity, and debates



over constitutional prerogative. Lowndes presents a
sovereign who works within limits, using presence, tact, and
continuity rather than direct intervention. Parliament,
cabinet, and press supply the arena for public contention;
the throne provides continuity and a stage for national
ceremony. The biography follows set-piece moments of
representation, charitable engagement, and seasonal
rhythms, showing how the household reinforced stability
through routine. In the background are conflicts that belong
properly to elected leaders, yet the narrative suggests how
the monarch’s conduct could calm passions and frame
debate.

In closing, Lowndes offers a considered appraisal that
treats Edward VII as both an individual personality and a
bridge between eras. The book’s enduring interest lies in its
depiction of kingship as practice rather than theory: a craft
of appearances, audiences, and relationships through which
continuity is maintained and goodwill cultivated. By tracing
the evolution of a once-constrained heir into a confident
symbol of national life, it illuminates the adaptation of the
British monarchy to modern pressures without relying on
melodrama or revelation. The study remains valuable for
readers seeking to understand how character and
circumstance combine to shape constitutional figureheads.
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Marie Belloc Lowndes's study of King Edward VII is set
against the passage from late Victorian to Edwardian
Britain. When Edward acceded in 1901, the United Kingdom
presided over a vast empire administered through a mature
system of constitutional monarchy, Cabinet government,
and a professional civil service. London functioned as an
imperial financial center, while heavy industry and new
technologies reshaped urban life. Victoria's death ended an
unusually long reign, focusing attention on continuity,
ceremonial, and the monarchy's symbolic role. Lowndes
writes within a culture that treated royal biography as a lens
on public institutions, diplomatic style, and social change.

Before his accession, Edward spent nearly six decades as
Prince of Wales, undertaking public engagements across
Britain and the empire without exercising executive power.
He cultivated links with European courts, the military, and
the arts, using sociability as a form of soft diplomacy
compatible with constitutional limits. Patronage of racing,
fashion, and hospitality at Sandringham shaped a court
culture distinct from his mother's. The expanding popular
press amplified both ceremony and personality, turning
royal appearances into mass events. This long
apprenticeship informs portrayals of Edward as a seasoned
public figure whose influence flowed through example,
conversation, and carefully staged visibility.

European politics dominated his reign's backdrop. Anglo-
French tensions over colonial questions eased after
Edward's high-profile 1903 visit to Paris and the Entente
Cordiale of 1904, which settled disputes in Egypt and
Morocco. Relations with Germany grew cooler amid a naval
arms race and crises such as Morocco in 1905–06. Britain's



understandings with France and Russia matured into the so-
called Triple Entente by 1907, framing a new balance of
power. As a constitutional monarch, Edward did not set
policy, yet his court diplomacy and public travels supported
rapprochement, earning him the contemporary epithet
"Peacemaker" in sections of the British and French press.

The empire's military and administrative strains were
equally central. The Second Boer War (1899–1902)
concluded at the outset of Edward's reign, prompting
reforms and debates over imperial methods. Edward's
coronation in 1902, delayed by an emergency appendicitis
operation, showcased imperial loyalty through large-scale
ceremonies. The period saw dominion status consolidated:
Australia federated in 1901; New Zealand and
Newfoundland became dominions in 1907; the Union of
South Africa formed in 1910. In India, the 1905 partition of
Bengal provoked organized protest and boycott campaigns.
Colonial and dominion conferences sought coordination
while revealing diverging interests, a theme visible in
contemporaneous commentary.

At home, the 1906 Liberal landslide ushered in reforms
associated with new social policy and the rise of Labour.
Measures such as trade disputes protections and the 1908
Old Age Pensions Act broadened the state's role in welfare.
Organized labor and the Labour Party gained parliamentary
footing, while the women's suffrage movement—galvanized
by organizations like the Women's Social and Political Union,
founded in 1903—intensified agitation. Edward remained
publicly nonpartisan, operating through audiences and ritual
rather than political initiative. His prime ministers included
Arthur Balfour, Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, and H. H.
Asquith, each navigating shifting alliances, press scrutiny,
and emergent mass politics.

The constitutional question sharpened after Chancellor
David Lloyd George's "People's Budget" of 1909 proposed
land and income taxes to fund social measures and naval



expansion. The House of Lords' unprecedented rejection
precipitated a constitutional crisis and the January 1910
general election. Negotiations over limiting the Lords' veto
occupied the closing months of Edward's life; he died in May
1910 before a settlement was reached. The struggle
culminated in the Parliament Act of 1911 under George V,
but the confrontation defined the late Edwardian climate in
which royal representation, party conflict, and the
democratic mandate were publicly weighed and contested.

Contemporary society combined opulent display with
rapid modernization. Motorcars, wireless telegraphy, early
aviation, and cinema transformed pace and perception; the
halfpenny press and illustrated weeklies expanded
audiences for royal ceremony and political debate. The
period's arts and design—often labeled "Edwardian" within
the broader Belle Époque—favored elegance, theatricality,
and new leisure habits. City rebuilding, commercial
advertising, and department stores reframed public space.
Royal rituals such as state openings, fleet reviews, and
funerals were calibrated for spectacle and national
cohesion. Biographical portraits of the sovereign inevitably
register this media-rich environment, tracing how image
management and protocol underwrote constitutional
monarchy's public legitimacy.

Marie Belloc Lowndes (1868–1947), an Anglo-French
novelist and journalist, brought a reporter's eye for detail
and social milieu to nonfiction subjects. Known later for The
Lodger (1913), she also wrote character studies and
historical sketches that drew on contemporary press sources
and public records. Her perspective, formed amid Franco-
British literary networks, was well suited to interpreting
Edward's ceremonious diplomacy and the Entente's cultural
resonance. A portrait of Edward VII from her hand typically
emphasizes conduct, ritual, and atmosphere over policy-
making, mirroring the monarchy's constitutional position. It
reflects its era's fascination with personality, ceremony, and



soft power, while acknowledging accelerating political and
social change.
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An Appreciation

Table of Contents 

On the Sunday following that eventful 9th of November on
which His Most Gracious Majesty King Edward VII. first saw
the light, the Rev. Sydney Smith[1] preached at St. Paul’s,
and made the following interesting addition to the Bidding
Prayer:—

“We pray also for that infant of the Royal race
whom in Thy good providence Thou hast given
us for our future King. We beseech Thee so to
mould his heart and fashion his spirit that he
may be a blessing and not an evil to the land of
his birth. May he grow in favour with man by
leaving to its own force and direction the energy
of a free people. May he grow in favour with God
by holding the faith in Christ fervently and
feelingly, without feebleness, without
fanaticism, without folly. As he will be the first
man in these realms, so may he be the best,
disdaining to hide bad actions by high station,
and endeavouring always by the example of a
strict and moral life to repay those gifts which a
loyal people are so willing to spare from their
own necessities to a good King.”

It must be remembered that this prayer was uttered in
1841, and some of the phrases which the great wit used
reflect rather the Holland House view of the monarchy
entertained at that time. Nevertheless, the prayer is
noteworthy because in spirit, if not in the letter, it has been
so completely answered. The manner of King Edward’s



accession exhibits to a contemplative mind the eternal
contrast between East and West. In an Oriental State a new
Sovereign is as a rule unknown even in his outward
appearance to his subjects, and is generally tossed up on to
the throne by the angry waves of some palace intrigue of
which he himself knows nothing. But it is the peculiar
happiness of the British people that, in the midst of their
bitter grief at the loss of Queen Victoria, there came to them
the swift thought that one whom they had known and
approved from his youth up was her successor, and would
assuredly walk in her footsteps.

The accession of a Prince so universally beloved to the
throne of his ancestors amid the deeply-felt joy of a great
and free people is an inspiring spectacle. Perhaps, however,
it is not fully realised how much King Edward, in the years of
his public life as Prince of Wales, shared in the duties of the
British Crown. The following pages will, it is hoped, show
how completely His Majesty and his lamented mother
agreed in their conception of the position of ruler of the
British Empire. It is known that the death of the Prince
Consort drew even closer the ties of affection which
subsisted between the late Sovereign and her eldest son,
and it would seem as if King Edward from that day forward
had set both his parents before himself as exemplars, and
had endeavoured to approve himself to his future subjects
as a worthy son, not only of Victoria the Wise but also of
Albert the Good. It is certainly significant how many of the
qualities of both his parents His Majesty possesses.

In those admirable messages to his people, and to India
and the Colonies, as well as to his Navy and Army, the King
wrote absolutely as his mother would have wished him to
write. There is in these documents the same keen personal
sympathy, the same human touch, so notable in all Her late
Majesty’s letters to her people, the same unerring
perception, the same insight which demonstrated how



completely the heart of the monarch was beating in unison
with that of his people.

Although the British people realised and appreciated the
Prince Consort’s great qualities some time before his death,
it is, nevertheless, true to say that they never came to
regard him with quite the same feeling of affection as that in
which other members of the Royal Family were held. This
was in no sense the fault of Prince Albert, but is rather
attributable to that national prejudice against everything
and everybody not originally and completely British which
was especially strong in the middle years of the nineteenth
century. Certainly we have become more cosmopolitan since
those days; we have come to see that the manners and
customs of foreign nations are not perhaps always so absurd
as our forefathers, at any rate, supposed, and may even in
some few respects be worthy of adoption and imitation.

In this salutary process of national illumination King
Edward VII. undoubtedly played a considerable part. From
the beginning of his public career he endeared himself to his
future subjects by his natural bonhomie, his tact, and a
certain indefinable touch of human sympathy which
characterised all his actions and speeches. He was therefore
able to carry on and to develop with extraordinary success
his father’s work in promoting, not only the higher pursuits
of science and art, but also the more immediately practical
application of scientific principles to industries and
manufactures. Few people realise how much England’s
industrial prosperity was advanced both by the father and
the son, and how much greater that prosperity would have
been if Prince Albert’s foresight had been better understood
and appreciated by his contemporaries.

Prince Albert will also ever be remembered with gratitude
by the British people for the unremitting care which he
devoted to the education of all his children, and especially
to that of his eldest son. Of course the seed must be sown in
good ground, and we know that the ground was good; the



effect of that early education is seen in the admirable tact
with which King Edward filled a most difficult and delicate
position for many years. This position was rendered
additionally onerous by the sometimes ridiculous,
sometimes malevolent, stories which used to be circulated
about his private affairs. It is one of the great penalties of
Royalty that practically no reply can be made to the voice of
calumny and detraction. The increase of the means of
communication, and the growth of the newspaper press,
have tended to heighten the glare of publicity in which
Royalty is compelled to live. But this bright light of publicity
does not at all resemble that dry light of reason which
Bacon regarded as so essential to the investigations of
science; its rays are refracted and distorted by ignorance
and clumsiness, if not by actual malevolence. Mr. Balfour’s
quiet announcement in the House of Commons soon after
the King’s Accession, that on the resettlement of the Civil
List no question of debts will arise for consideration—as was
the case, for instance, on the Accession of George IV.—is an
impressive reply to rumours regrettably current of late
years.

It must have required no common discipline and self-
control to bear such penalties as those, inflicted by the
tongue of scandal, and at the same time to exercise that
invariable discretion in reference to the great interests of
State which we all admired so much in His Majesty when he
was Prince of Wales. We should all regard as extraordinary,
were it not that we have become so used to it, the way in
which His Majesty contrived over so many years to be in
politics and yet not of them; to educate himself in State
affairs, while preserving that rigorous impartiality which our
constitutional monarchy demands from the Heir to the
throne. The sentiments with which he takes up his great
task as King, not only of the United Kingdom but also of our
vast Colonial Empire beyond the seas, added to the great
dependency of India, is significantly shown in a sentence



which His Majesty uttered in a speech long ago—that his
great wish was that every man born in the Colonies should
feel himself as English as if he had been born in Kent or
Sussex.



Chapter II. 
Birth and Early Years
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King Edward VII. was born on 9th November 1841, at
Buckingham Palace[1q]. The Duke of Wellington, who was
in the Palace at the time, is said to have asked the nurse,
Mrs. Lily, “Is it a boy?” “It’s a Prince, your Grace,” answered
the justly offended woman.

The news was received with great enthusiasm
throughout the country, and Queen Victoria and Prince
Albert had thousands of letters and telegrams of
congratulation not only through official sources at home and
abroad but from many of Her Majesty’s humblest subjects
all over the world. Punch celebrated the event in some
verses beginning—

Huzza! we’ve a little Prince at last, 
A roaring Royal boy; 
And all day long the booming bells 
Have rung their peals of joy.

And the little park guns have blazed away, 
And made a tremendous noise, 
Whilst the air has been filled since eleven
o’clock 
With the shouts of little boys.

At the moment of his birth the eldest son of the
Sovereign became Duke of Cornwall. This dukedom was the
first created in England. It was created by King Edward III.
by charter, wherein his son, Edward the Black Prince, was
declared Duke of Cornwall, to hold to himself and his heirs,
Kings of England, and to their first-born sons; and it is in



virtue of that charter that the eldest son of the Sovereign is
by law acknowledged Duke of Cornwall the instant he is
born.

At the same time King Edward III. granted by patent
certain provision for the support of the dukedom, including
the Stannaries[2], in Cornwall, together with the coinage of
tin, and various lands, manors, and tenements, some of
which lay outside the county of Cornwall, but were
nevertheless deemed to be part of the duchy. From these
rents and royalties King Edward VII. derived, when he was
Duke of Cornwall, a revenue of about £60,000 a year.

The little prince also became at his birth Duke of
Rothesay, Earl of Carrick, Baron of Renfrew, Lord of the Isles,
and Great Steward of Scotland (by act of the Scottish
Parliament in 1469), but he was not born Prince of Wales.
King George IV. was only a week old when he was created
Prince of Wales and Earl of Chester by letters patent, but
King Edward VII. had to wait nearly a month—till 4th
December 1841—for these dignities.

The picturesque origin of the title of Prince of Wales is
well known—how King Edward I. promised the turbulent
Welsh barons to appoint them a prince of their own, one
who was born in Wales and could not speak a word of
English, and on whose life and conversation there was no
stain at all. Having engaged the consent of the barons
beforehand, he showed them his infant son, Prince Edward,
who had been born in Carnarvon Castle but a few days
before, and who was thereupon acclaimed as the first Prince
of Wales. The dignity thus became established as personal,
not hereditary, which could be granted or withheld at the
pleasure of the Sovereign.

The Earldom of Chester was an early creation which was
annexed to the Crown for ever by letters patent in the thirty-
first year of King Henry III., when Prince Edward, his eldest
son, was immediately granted the dignity. Edward the Black



Prince received the Earldom of Chester when he was only
three years old, before he was created Duke of Cornwall.

Queen Victoria’s recovery was rapid, as will be seen from
the following entry in Her Majesty’s Journal on 21st
November, the birthday of the Empress Frederick (Princess
Royal of England):—

“Albert brought in dearest little Pussy (the
Princess Royal) in such a smart white merino
dress trimmed with blue, which Mama (the
Duchess of Kent) had given her, and a pretty
cap, and placed her on my bed, seating himself
next to her, and she was very dear and good.
And as my precious, invaluable Albert sat there,
and our little Love between us, I felt quite
moved with happiness and gratitude to God.”

A little less than a month after the birth of her eldest son,
Queen Victoria wrote to her uncle, Leopold I., King of the
Belgians:—

“I wonder very much who my little boy will be
like. You will understand how fervent are my
prayers, and I am sure everybody’s must be, to
see him resemble his Father in every, every
respect, both in body and mind.”

Christmas with its Christmas tree brought a new fund of
delight to the Royal parents. “To think,” wrote the Queen in
her Journal, “that we have two children now, and one who
enjoys the sight already, is like a dream!” Prince Albert also
wrote to his father:—“To-day I have two children of my own
to give presents to, who, they know not why, are full of
happy wonder at the German Christmas tree and its radiant
candles.”



The christening of the Prince of Wales took place on 25th
January 1842, in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor, for although
Royal baptisms had hitherto been celebrated within the
Palace, both the Queen and Prince Albert felt it to be more
in harmony with the religious sentiments of the country that
the future King should be christened within a consecrated
building.

As can be easily understood, the choice of sponsors for
the Prince of Wales was a matter of considerable delicacy.
Finally the King of Prussia was asked to undertake the office,
and Baron Stockmar gives the following interesting account
of how His Majesty brushed aside the intrigues which were
immediately set on foot:—

“Politicians, as their habit is, attached an
exaggerated political importance to the affair.
The King, who foresaw this, wrote to Metternich,
and in a manner asked for his advice. The
answer was evasive; and on this the King
determined not to give himself any concern
about the political intrigues which were set on
foot against the journey. Certain it is, that the
Russians, Austrians, and even the French, in the
person of Bresson (their Ambassador at Berlin)
manœuvred against it. They were backed up by
a Court party, who were persuaded that the
King would avail himself of the opportunity to
promote, along with Bunsen and the Archbishop
of Canterbury, his pet idea of Anglicanizing the
Prussian Church. When the King’s decision to go
became known, Bresson begged that he would
at least go through France, and give the Royal
Family a meeting; but this was declined.”

The King of Prussia arrived on the 22nd, and was met by
Prince Albert at Greenwich and conducted to Windsor.



King Edward’s other sponsors were his step-
grandmother, the Duchess of Saxe-Coburg, represented by
the Duchess of Kent; the Duke of Cambridge; the young
Duchess of Saxe-Coburg (Queen Victoria’s sister-in-law),
represented by the Duchess of Cambridge; Princess Sophia,
represented by the Princess Augusta of Cambridge; and
Prince Ferdinand of Saxe-Coburg.

Nothing was omitted to make the Prince of Wales’s
christening a magnificent and impressive ceremony. There
was a full choral service, and a special anthem had been
composed by Mr. (afterwards Sir) George Elvey for the
occasion. When Prince Albert was told of this, and asked
when it should be sung, he answered, “Not at all. No
anthem. If the service ends by an anthem, we shall all go
out criticising the music. We will have something we all
know—something in which we can all join—something
devotional. The Hallelujah Chorus[3]; we shall all join in
that, with our hearts.” The Hallelujah Chorus ended the
ceremony accordingly.

“It is impossible,” wrote Queen Victoria in her Journal, “to
describe how beautiful and imposing the effect of the whole
scene was in the fine old chapel, with the banners, the
music, and the light shining on the altar.” It was significant
of the young Queen’s native simplicity that the Prince was
only christened Albert, after his father, and Edward, after his
grandfather, the Duke of Kent.

Both Queen Victoria and Prince Albert soon showed that
they were determined to allow nothing like publicity to come
near their nurseries, and the public obtained but few
glimpses of the Prince of Wales as a child. Prince Albert’s
intimate friend and adviser, Baron Stockmar, wrote a year
after his birth to one of his friends:—

“The Prince, although a little plagued with his
teeth, is strong upon his legs, with a calm, clear,
bright expression of face.” Before he was



in the 19th century for its size and for carrying/laying
sections of the Atlantic telegraph cable.
14 A Swedish noble name; the most famous member was
Curt (or Charles) von Stedingk (1746–1837), a Swedish
count, soldier and diplomat. The reference here denotes the
lady’s father as belonging to that Swedish aristocratic
family.

15 The Royal party embarked on H.M.S. Ariadne, a
mid‑19th‑century Royal Navy frigate; this name likely refers
to the wooden screw frigate Ariadne in service during the
1850s–1860s, which could be fitted out for use as a royal
yacht.
16 A shallow‑draft Nile boat with lateen sails used for river
travel and leisure cruises in Egypt; in the 19th century
dahabeahs were commonly employed by European
travellers for extended Nile journeys.
17 A regional term for a small gratuity, tip, or alms
customary in parts of the Middle East and South Asia; in the
nineteenth‑century Egyptian context it denotes the money
or small gifts given to local people for services or favour.

18 The Empress Eugénie was the wife of Napoleon III, ruler
of the Second French Empire. After the Empire’s defeat in
the Franco‑Prussian War (1870–71) she fled to England and
for a time took refuge at Chislehurst.
19 This phrase refers to Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s
husband (the Prince Consort), whose serious illness and
death in December 1861 profoundly affected the Queen and
the nation.
20 An English rendering of the Russian title 'Tsesarevich,'
meaning the heir apparent to the Emperor of Russia; the



term was used in 19th-century British accounts to denote
the Russian crown prince present on such occasions.
21 Charles Canning (1812–1862) was Governor‑General and
the first Viceroy of India (1856–1862), noted for presiding
over the administration during and after the Indian Rebellion
of 1857.

22 A French phrase meaning 'in evidence' or 'prominently
visible'; here it indicates that the Prince would be
conspicuous and constantly on public display during the
visit.
23 A howdah is a seat or carriage placed on the back of an
elephant (or sometimes a camel) used for riding or
ceremonial purposes, often richly decorated in South Asian
royal and parade contexts.
24 A 19th-century British charity and residential institution
founded to care for aged or infirm licensed victuallers
(innkeepers and publicans) and their dependants; its
association with the trade in alcoholic beverages drew
criticism from temperance campaigners.

25 The term refers to Napoléon, Prince Imperial (Napoléon
Eugène, 1856–1879), the only son of Emperor Napoleon III
and Empress Eugénie, who was killed in 1879 while serving
with British forces in Zululand during the Anglo‑Zulu conflict.
26 A celebration marking a couple's twenty-fifth wedding
anniversary, often observed with special public or private
ceremonies in royal and social contexts to denote a quarter-
century of marriage.
27 A French-term used in baccarat meaning literally ‘the
push’; it denotes increasing one’s stake after seeing



favourable cards and was regarded in 19th-century gaming
contexts as a manoeuvre that could amount to cheating.
28 A busby is a tall fur military headdress traditionally worn
by hussars and certain cavalry regiments in the 19th and
early 20th centuries; it was often placed on a fallen soldier’s
or officer’s coffin as a mark of rank at military funerals.

29 A gun‑carriage is a wheeled framework used to carry and
move field artillery; in ceremonial contexts it is commonly
used to bear a coffin at military funerals, drawn by horses or
servicemen.
30 A Royal Commission was a government-appointed public
inquiry; this particular commission in the late 19th century
investigated urban housing conditions and possible reforms
for the working classes in Britain.
31 A type of fine handmade bobbin lace produced in and
named after Honiton, Devon, England, widely used in 19th-
century bridal veils and garments for its floral designs and
delicate workmanship.

32 An early term for X‑rays, the form of electromagnetic
radiation discovered by Wilhelm Röntgen in 1895; they
began to be used for medical imaging in the late 1890s and
the passage likely refers to one of the earliest uses on a
royal patient.
33 A late‑19th‑century service that transmitted live music,
speeches or church services over telephone lines to remote
subscribers or private receivers, allowing listeners (as here)
to hear events at a distance.
34 Refers to Thomas Arnold (1795–1842), headmaster of
Rugby School, whose mid-19th‑century educational reforms
emphasized moral instruction, character-building, discipline,



and self-government; his methods were commonly cited as
a model for clubs and community institutions.
35 A famous, long-established herd of semi‑wild white cattle
kept at Chillingham Park in Northumberland, regarded as
one of Britain’s oldest isolated cattle populations with
records and distinctive management stretching back several
centuries.

36 A large Georgian mansion on The Mall in London
originally built for the Duke of Marlborough; in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries it was the London residence of the
Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII).
37 A traditional British military ceremony in which a
regiment’s flag (the ‘colour’) is marched, displayed and
formally ‘trooped’ before the troops; by this period it had
become an annual public parade associated with the
sovereign’s official birthday.
38 A private London club founded in 1819 originally for men
who had travelled abroad; during the 19th century it was an
exclusive social and networking venue frequented by
diplomats, military officers and members of the
establishment.

39 Dateline referring to Osborne House, the royal residence
on the Isle of Wight where Queen Victoria and later Edward
VII often stayed; official royal communications and
despatches were frequently dated from this location in the
late 19th–early 20th century.
40 A Masonic degree (commonly called the Mark Master
Mason degree) that forms an appendant branch of English
Freemasonry; it is typically taken after the Craft Master
Mason degree and has its own distinct ritual, officers, and


