
SpringerBriefs in Education

Fred Dervin · Mei Yuan

Reflecting on and 
with the ‘More-than-
Human’ in Education
Things for Interculturality



SpringerBriefs in Education



We are delighted to announce SpringerBriefs in Education, an innovative product 
type that combines elements of both journals and books. Briefs present concise 
summaries of cutting-edge research and practical applications in education. 
Featuring compact volumes of 50 to 125 pages, the SpringerBriefs in Education 
allow authors to present their ideas and readers to absorb them with a minimal time 
investment. Briefs are published as part of Springer’s eBook Collection. In 
addition, Briefs are available for individual print and electronic purchase. 

SpringerBriefs in Education cover a broad range of educational fields such as: 
Science Education, Higher Education, Educational Psychology, Assessment & 
Evaluation, Language Education, Mathematics Education, Educational Technology, 
Medical Education and Educational Policy. 

SpringerBriefs typically offer an outlet for:

• An introduction to a (sub)field in education summarizing and giving an over-
view of theories, issues, core concepts and/or key literature in a particular field

• A timely report of state-of-the art analytical techniques and instruments in the 
field of educational research

• A presentation of core educational concepts
• An overview of a testing and evaluation method
• A snapshot of a hot or emerging topic or policy change
• An in-depth case study
• A literature review
• A report/review study of a survey
• An elaborated thesis 

Both solicited and unsolicited manuscripts are considered for publication in the 
SpringerBriefs in Education series. Potential authors are warmly invited to complete 
and submit the Briefs Author Proposal form. All projects will be submitted to 
editorial review by editorial advisors. 

SpringerBriefs are characterized by expedited production schedules with the aim 
for publication 8 to 12 weeks after acceptance and fast, global electronic 
dissemination through our online platform SpringerLink. The standard concise 
author contracts guarantee that:

• an individual ISBN is assigned to each manuscript
• each manuscript is copyrighted in the name of the author
• the author retains the right to post the pre-publication version on his/her website 

or that of his/her institution



Fred Dervin · Mei Yuan 

Reflecting 
on and with the ‘More-than-
Human’ 
in Education 
Things for Interculturality



Fred Dervin 
Faculty of Educational Sciences 
University of Helsinki 
Helsinki, Finland 

Mei Yuan 
School of Education 
Minzu University of China 
Beijing, China 

ISSN 2211-1921 ISSN 2211-193X (electronic) 
SpringerBriefs in Education 
ISBN 978-981-19-7810-4 ISBN 978-981-19-7811-1 (eBook) 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-19-7811-1 

© The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer Nature Singapore Pte Ltd. 2022 
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher, whether 
the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse 
of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and 
transmission or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar 
or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed. 
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this publication 
does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant 
protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use. 
The publisher, the authors, and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this book 
are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the authors or 
the editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the material contained herein or for any 
errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional 
claims in published maps and institutional affiliations. 

This Springer imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature Singapore Pte Ltd. 
The registered company address is: 152 Beach Road, #21-01/04 Gateway East, Singapore 189721, 
Singapore

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9371-2717
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-19-7811-1


About This Book 

This one of a kind book introduces, strengthens and advocates taking into account 
the more-than-human (‘things’) in the broad field of intercultural communication 
education and is relevant for scholars and students in (teacher) education, linguis-
tics, business studies, health (amongst others). Often absent from analyses and educa-
tional initiatives related to interculturality, the authors urge interculturalists to give 
back to the omnipresent more-than-human, arguing that it can provide unparalleled 
insights into intercultural communication. In the book, the more-than-human refers to 
elements other than people, the institutions and structures that they have created and 
includes, e.g. artefacts, objects, technologies, flora and fauna, animals. The authors 
use a selection of ‘Chinese’ things to problematize and illustrate the necessary inclu-
sion of the more-than-human for interculturality in education. Concrete and useful 
guidelines are provided to enhance the readers’ reflexive and critical engagement 
with ‘things’ for interculturality.
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