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Five wealthy young men had come, after two in the
morning, to amuse themselves at a small Petersburg party.

Much champagne had been drunk, most of the men were
very young, the girls were pretty, the piano and violin
indefatigably played one polka after another, and dancing
and noise went on unceasingly: yet for some reason it was
dull and awkward, and, as often happens, everybody felt
that it was all unnecessary and was not the thing.

Several times they tried to get things going, but forced
merriment was worse even than boredom.

One of the five young men, more dissatisfied than the
others with himself, with the others, and with the whole
evening, rose with a feeling of disgust, found his had, and
went out quietly, intending to go home.

There was no one in the ante-room, but in the adjoining
room he heard two voices disputing. The young man
stopped to listen.

"You can't, there are guests there," said a woman's voice.
"Let me in, please. I'm all right!" a man's weak voice

entreated.
"No, I won't let you in without Madame's permission,"

said the woman. "Where are you going? Ah! What a man
you are!"

The door burst open and a strange figure of a man
appeared on the threshold. The servant on seeing a visitor
no longer protested, and the strange figure, bowing timidly,
entered the room, swaying on his bent legs. He was of


