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EDITOR'S PREFACE.
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In offering to the American public a new edition of DINKS
and MAYHEW on the Dog, which, I am happy to find, is largely
called for, I have been induced to make a further addition,
which will, I think, render this the most perfect and
comprehensive work in existence for the dog fancier and
dog lover.



For myself I claim no merit, since, with the exception of
one or two trivial changes in unimportant recipes in DINKS,
and some abridgment of the last admirable work of Col.
HUTCHINSON on Dog Breaking, which is now included in this
volume, I have found occasion to make no alterations
whatever, and, save a few notes, no additions.

I will add, in brief, that while I believe the little manual of
Dinks to be the best short and brief compendium on the
Dog, particularly as regards his breeding, conditioning,
kennel and field management, and general specialities,
there can be no possible doubt that Mayhew's pages are the
ne plus ultra of canine pathology. There is nothing
comparable to his treatment of all diseases for gentleness,
simplicity, mercy to the animal, and effect. I have no
hesitation in saying, that any person with sufficient
intelligence to make a diagnosis according to his showing of
the symptoms, and patience to exhibit his remedies,
precisely according to his directions, cannot fail of success.

I have this year treated, myself, two very unusually
severe cases of distemper, one of acute dysentery, one of
chronic diarrhœa, and one of most aggravated mange,
implicitly after his instructions, and that with perfect, and, in
three instances, most unexpected, success. The cases of
distemper were got rid of with less suffering to the animals,
and with less—in fact, no—prostration or emaciation than I
have ever before witnessed.

I shall never attempt any practice other than that of
Mayhew, for distemper; and, as he says, I am satisfied it is
true, that no dog, taken in time, and treated by his rules,
need die of this disease.



Colonel Hutchinson's volume, which is to dog-breaking,
what Mayhew's is to dog-medicining—science, experience,
patience, temper, gentleness, and judgment, against brute
force and unreasoning ignorance—I have so far abridged as
to omit, while retaining all the rules and precepts, such
anecdotes of the habits, tricks, faults, and perfections of
individual animals, and the discursive matter relative to
Indian field sports, and general education of animals, as,
however interesting in themselves, have no particular utility
to the dog-breaker or sportsman in America. Beyond this I
have done no more than to change the word September to
the more general term of Autumn, in the heading of the
chapters, and to add a few short notes, explanatory of the
differences and comparative relations of English and
American game.

I will conclude by observing, that although this work is
exclusively on breaking for English shooting, there is not
one word in it, which is not applicable to this country.

The methods of woodcock and snipe shooting are exactly
the same in both countries, excepting only that in England
there is no summer-cock shooting. Otherwise, the practice,
the rules, and the qualifications of dogs are identical.

The partridge, in England, varies in few of its habits from
our quail—I might almost say in none—unless that it prefers
turnip fields, potatoe fields, long clover, standing beans, and
the like, to bushy coverts and underwood among tall timber,
and that it never takes to the tree. Like our quail, it must be
hunted for and found in the open, and marked into, and
followed up in, its covert, whatever that may be.



In like manner, English and American grouse-shooting
may be regarded as identical, except that the former is
practised on heathery mountains, the latter on grassy
plains; and that pointers are preferable on the latter, owing
to the drought and want of water, and to a particular kind of
prickly burr, which terribly afflicts the long-haired setter. The
same qualities and performances constitute the excellence
of dogs for either sport, and, as there the moors, so here the
prairies, are, beyond all doubt, the true field for carrying the
art of dog-breaking to perfection.

To pheasant shooting we have nothing perfectly
analogous. Indeed, the only sport in North America which at
all resembles it, is ruffed-grouse shooting, where they
abound sufficiently to make it worth the sportsman's while
to pursue them alone. Where they do so, there is no
difference in the mode of pursuing the two birds, however
dissimilar they may be in their other habits and
peculiarities.

Bearing these facts in mind, the American sportsman will
have no difficulty in applying all the rules given in the
admirable work in question; and the American dog-breaker
can by no other means produce so perfect an animal for his
pains, with so little distress to himself or his pupil.

The greatest drawback to the pleasures of dog-keeping
and sporting, are the occasional sufferings of the animals,
when diseased, which the owner cannot relieve, and the
occasional severity with which he believes himself at times
compelled to punish his friend and servant.

It may be said that, for the careful student of this
volume, as it is now given entire, in its three separate parts,



who has time, temper, patience, and firmness, to follow out
its precepts to the letter, this drawback is abolished.

The writers are—all the three—good friends to that best
of the friends of man, the faithful dog; and I feel some claim
to a share in their well-doing, and to the gratitude of the
good animal, and of those who love him, in bringing them
thus together, in an easy compass, and a form attainable to
all who love the sports of the field, and yet love mercy
more.

FRANK FORESTER.

THE CEDARS, NEWARK, N.J.,

SPORTSMAN'S VADE MECUM.
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BY "DINKS."
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No one work that I am aware of contains the information
that is proposed for this little treatise, which does not aspire
to any great originality of idea; but the author having
experienced in his early days very great difficulty in finding
to his hand a concise treatise, was induced to cull, from
various authors what he found most beneficial in practice,
into manuscript, and this collection he is induced to make
public, in the hopes that any one "who runs may read," and,
without searching through many and various voluminous
authors, may find the cream, leaving the skim milk behind.

Wherever any known quotation is made, credit has been
given to the proper persons, but it may be as well to state
that most if not all of the Receipts are copies, though from
what book is in a great measure unknown to the author,
who extracted them in bygone days for his own use.

With this admission, he trusts that his readers will rest
satisfied with the little volume which he offers to their
indulgent criticism.



"DINKS."

Fort Malden Canada West
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BREEDING OF DOGS IN GENERAL.
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Before commencing to treat of the most correct methods
to be observed in the breeding, it will be as well to mention



the different varieties of sporting dogs, and also the various
sub-genera of each species, of which every one who knows
anything of the subject need not be informed; but as this
work affects to be a Vade Mecum for sportsmen, young far
more than old, it is as well to put before the young idea
certain established rules, not to be violated with impunity,
and without following which no kennel can be great or
glorious. A run of luck may perhaps happen, to set at
naught all well defined rules, but "breeding will tell" sooner
or later; and, therefore, it behoves any person who prides
himself on his kennel, to study well the qualities of his dog
or bitch, his or her failings and good qualities, and so to
cross with another kennel as to blend the two, and form one
perfect dog. This is the great art in breeding, requiring great
tact and judgment.

POINTERS.
Table of Contents

The breed of Pointers, as now generally to be met with, is
called "the English," distinguished by the lightness of limb,
fineness of coat, and rattishness of tail. Fifteen or twenty
years ago this style of dog was seldom seen; but, in place of
it, you had a much heavier animal—heavy limbs, heavy
head, deep flew-jaws, long falling ears. Which of these
breeds was the best 'tis hard to say, but for America I
certainly should prefer the old, heavy, English Pointer. Too
much, I think, has been sacrificed to lightness, rendering
him too fine for long and continued exertion, too susceptible
to cold and wet, too tender skinned to bear contact with



briers and thorns, in fact, far too highly bred. Not that for a
moment I am going to admit that American Pointers are too
highly bred; far from it, for there is hardly one that, if his or
her pedigree be carefully traced up, will not be found to
have some admixture of blood very far from Pointer in its
veins. Now this mongrel breeding will not end well, no
matter how an odd cross may succeed, and the plan to be
adopted is never to breed except from the most perfect and
best bitches, always having in view the making of strong,
well formed, tractable dogs, bearing in mind that the bitches
take after the dog, and the dog pups after the dam, that
temper, ill condition, and most bad qualities are just as
inherent in some breeds as good qualities are in others.
Here, then, to begin with, you have a difficult problem to
solve; for, in addition to the defects of your own animal, you
have to make yourself acquainted with those of the one you
purpose putting to it. Is your dog too timid—copulate with
one of high courage. But don't misunderstand me. In this
there is as much difference between a high couraged and a
headstrong dog as between a well bred dog and a cur. Is
your dog faulty in ranging, may be too high, or may be no
ranger at all, mate with the reverse, selecting your pups
according to what has been stated above. If possible, always
avoid crossing colors. It is a bad plan, but cannot always be
avoided, for oftentimes you may see in an animal qualities
so good, that it would be wrong to let him go past you. But,
then, in the offspring, keep to your color.

From this general statement it will be easy to see, that in
breeding dogs there is more science and skill required, more
attention to minutiæ necessary, than at first sight appears



to be the case. Long and deep study alone enables a person
to tell whether any or what cross may be judicious, how to
recover any fading excellence in his breed, or how best to
acquire that of some one else. We will endeavor to give the
experience of some fifteen years—devoted to this subject—
to our readers, merely resting on our oars, to describe the
various breeds of sporting dogs most desirable for him to
possess, together with certain data on which to pin his faith
in making a selection from a dealer, though as the eye may
deceive, it is always as well to call in the ear as consulting
physician, and by diligent inquiry endeavor to ascertain
particulars.

The characteristics of a well bred Pointer may be
summed up as follows: and any great deviation from them
makes at once an ill bred, or, at all events, a deformed dog.
To commence, then, at the head:—the head should be broad
at top, long and tapering, the poll rising to a point; his nose
open and large; his ears tolerably long, slightly erect, and
falling between the neck and jaw bone, slightly pointed at
the tip; eyes clear and bright; neck and head set on straight;
his chest should be broad and deep—the contrary clearly
shows want of speed and stamina; legs and arms strong,
muscular, and straight; elbows well in; feet small and hard;
body not over long, and well ribbed up—if not, he will be
weak, and incapable of doing a day's work; loins broad at
top, but thin downwards; hind quarters broad; hind legs
strong and large; tail long, fine, and tapering; hair short,
sleek, and close. Here you have the pure English Pointer,
and as that is the best type of the dog, we shall not attempt
to describe the Spanish one, which is not by any means



equal to the English, and is, moreover, so quarrelsome, that
he cannot be kennelled with other dogs. Good dogs are of
any colors, but the most favorite ones are liver and white,
white and fawn, pure black, and pure liver. The two first,
however, are better adapted for this country, being more
easily seen in cover.

SETTER.
Table of Contents

We next come to the Setter. His head, like the Pointer
should be broad at the top between the eyes; the muzzle
though, must be longer and more tapering, and not over
thick. Towards the eyes he must have a deepish indenture,
and on the top of his skull a highish bony ridge. His ears
should be long, pendulous, and slightly rounded. The eyes
rather dark and full. His nose soft, moist, and large. Some
breeds and breeders affect black noses and palates; but I
must say that there are full as many good without the black
as with it. I rather incline to the opinion that they are the
best notwithstanding. Body like the Pointer, only deeper and
broader, if anything; legs long to knee, short thence
downwards; feet small, close, and thickly clothed with hair
between the toes, ball and toe tufts they are termed; tail
long, fine, and tapering, thickly feathered with long, soft,
wavy hair; stern and legs down to feet also feathered. His
body and feet also should be clothed with long, soft, silky
hair, wavy, but no curl in it. This last smells badly of water
spaniel. Colors, black and white, red and white, black and
tan. These last I consider the finest bred ones. Roan also is



good. The Irish setter is red, red and white, white and yellow
spotted. The nose, lips, and palate always black. He is also
rather more bony and muscular than the English breed, and
ten times as headstrong and enduring. He requires constant
and severe work, under most rigid discipline, to keep in
anything like decent subjection.

SETTER, RUSSIAN.
Table of Contents

The Russian Setter is as distinct from either of the above
varieties as bulldog from greyhound. It is covered more
profusely with long, thick, curly, soft, and silky hair, well on
to the top of the head and over the eyes. He is also more
bony and muscular, with a much shorter and broader head.
What he wants in dash and ranging propensities, he makes
up for in unwearied assiduity, extreme carefulness, and
extraordinary scenting powers. The cross between this and
either of the other setters is much valued by some breeders.

SPANIEL.
Table of Contents

Of Spaniels there are several varieties, but of these the
Suffolk Cocker is the only one deserving a notice. All the
others are too noisy, too heedless, and too quick on their
legs. It is almost impossible to keep any one of them steady,
and, therefore, in this country at least, they are totally
useless, since you would not see them from the beginning
to the end of the day. Yaff! yaff! half a mile off, all the time



putting up the birds, and you unable to stop them. The
Suffolk Cocker, on the contrary, is extremely docile, can be
easily broken, and kept in order. They are extremely
valuable, thirty-five guineas being a low price for a brace of
pure bred and well broken ones in England. The right sort
are scarce, even there. Here, with two exceptions, I fancy
they are not.

SPANIEL AND COCKER.
Table of Contents

In appearance they are much like a raseed setter. The
head and muzzle is much the same length and size; ears
rather more rounded, but not so long; body deep, broad,
and long; hair long and stiffish; legs and feet remarkably
short, amounting almost to a deformity, and extraordinarily
strong; tail short and bushy; it is usually curtailed a couple
of joints. The purest colors are liver and white, fawn and
white, and yellow and white. These dogs are slow and sure,
remarkably close hunters, and obedient; just the things for
cock shooting here. Too much cannot be said in their favor.
They are easily taught to retrieve.

RETRIEVER.
Table of Contents

A Retriever is a cross breed dog. There is no true type of
them. Every person has a peculiar fancy regarding them.
The great object is to have them tolerably small, compatible
with endurance. The best I have seen were of a cross



between the Labrador and water spaniel, or the pure
Labrador dog.

BEAGLES.
Table of Contents

In some parts of the States Beagles are used, and it may
be as well to point out the characteristics of them. First,
then, a beagle ought not to exceed fourteen inches in
height; its head ought to be long and fine; its ears long, fine
also, beautifully round, thin, and pendulous, rather far set
back; body not too long; chest broad and deep; loins broad
at top, but narrow downwards; legs strong, but short; feet
small and close; hair short and close; tails curved upwards
and tapering, but not too fine. There is also another sort of
beagles, wire-haired, flew-jawed, heavy hung, deep-
mouthed. They are very true hunters, seldom leaving the
trail till dead, or run to ground.

BREEDING.
Table of Contents

It is needless to say that at certain indefinite periods of
the year a bitch comes into use, as the term is—generally
twice a year, and still more generally speaking, during the
time you most require her services, that is, April and
September, spring snipe and grouse shooting, in
consequence of which you must either sacrifice your pups or
your sport. Now I am aware that in the States, for this
reason, a bitch is seldom kept. For my part, I do not object



to them, for from experience I can so regulate their failings
as to prevent their family cares from interfering with their
hunting. The knowledge of this enables me to have my pups
when I want them, to get the cover of a dog I fancy, when a
strange one comes my way also. The best time, then, to put
the bitch to the dog is early in January. By this means you
have your pups ready to wean by the middle of April. They
have all summer to grow in, get strong, and large, and are
fit to break in October on snipe first, and then quail,
finishing off on snipe the following spring. After this litter,
the bitch probably comes into use again in the end of July or
in August. Young ones are not so fond of it as old ones, and,
consequently, for quail shooting, your bitch is all correct and
well behaved, so far as regards the dam. I look upon the
breeding of dogs from any except the best and most
perfectly formed of their species, as an act of great folly.
There are times when it must be done to keep up the breed,
or to acquire one; for no one drafts his best bitches unless
he is an ass. For my part, I keep five or six constantly, and
draft yearly all my dog pups but two or three, say one
pointer, setter, and cocker. By this means I have the pick
out of a large number of well bred ones for myself, while the
drafts pay the expenses of keep and breaking. This is
impossible for every one to do, and they must pick up their
dogs the best way they can. It is my intention for the future
to draft my setters to New York and my pointers westward.
My cockers, I fear, will not go off yet, my imported dog
having taken it into his head to die, and, until he is replaced
from England—I have no stock for breed. I could only get a
chance of four while last there out of many valuable



kennels. However, I have promises of drafts from two or
three parties, and ere summer cock come in, doubtless a
brace or so will dare the perils of the sea for me; I have no
hesitation in saying that, unless most amply remunerated, I
would as soon sell my nose as the best pup in the litter, if I
wanted it, nor would I advise any one else to do it. If done,
you have to put up with inferior dogs. No; I breed to put a
brace or so of the best young dogs yearly into my kennel,
for my own use, and, while doing this, I also have, probably,
ten good, well formed dogs to pick from, any one of which
were one in want, would gladden the heart to get hold of. Sir
William Stanley used to breed some fifty pointers yearly. Out
of this lot, two brace were culled for his use. The rest were
sold. They paid expenses. Many were excellent dogs, but he
got the tip-top ones, and so he ought. This is the way a man
who cannot afford to give great prices for good dogs must
do, if he is much addicted to shooting. It requires two brace
of dogs to do a day's shooting as it ought to be done. Each
dog at full gallop the whole time, except, of course, when on
birds; and to do this he must be shut off work about noon.
Few dogs can go from morn till night without extreme
fatigue. I never yet saw the dog that I could not hunt off his
legs in a fortnight's hunt, taking him out every second day
only, and feeding him on the best and strongest food.
However, for general purposes, three brace of dogs are
sufficient, and, when not often used, two are plenty; but no
one ought ever to have less than two brace. It may be
managed by always going out with a friend, he keeping one
brace, you the other; he shooting to your dogs, you to his.
For my part, give me three brace of my own, and let those



be the best shaped, strongest, best bred, and best workers
there can be. That is my weakness, and to achieve this I
yearly sink a sufficient number of dollars to keep a poor
man. But all this is digressing most fearfully from the
nursery of young pointers and setters.

BITCH IN USE.
Table of Contents

By receipt on a subsequent page, you will see how your
bitch is to be brought into use. We will suppose her well
formed and well bred. If faultless, put her to a dog nearly
equal, if you cannot get one equal. Save the dog pups which
will take after the dam. It is well understood that by
breeding from young bitches you have faster and higher
rangers; and this also reminds me to say that no bitch ought
to be bred from till she is full grown, that is to say, till she is
two years old. Many people breed at twelve months, but it is
wrong. The bitch is not full grown, and, consequently, the
puppies are poor, weak, and miserable. If the bitch has
faults, find a dog of the same appearance as her, while he
excels in those points she is deficient in. The bitches are
partakers of his qualities. Are you short of bone, nose, size,
form, temper, look for the excess of these. The cross, or, at
all events, the next remove from it, will be just as you wish.
Any peculiarity may be made inherent in a breed by
sedulously cultivating that peculiarity. Avoid above all things
breeding in and in brother and sister, mother and son,
father and daughter—all bad, but the first far worse than
either of the others, since the blood of each is the same.



The other two are only half so. To perfect form should be
added high ranging qualities, high courage, great docility,
keen nose, and great endurance. That is the acme of
breeding. A few judicious crosses will enable you to acquire
it for your kennel. To the inattention and carelessness of
sportsmen to these points are to be attributed the
innumerable curs we nowadays see in comparison to well
bred dogs. Anything that will find a bird will do. Far
otherwise, to my mind. "Nothing is worth doing at all if it is
not to be well done," and I would as soon pot a bevy of quail
on the ground, as think of following an ill bred, ill broken,
obstinate cur. It may perhaps be as well to state, that when I
spoke of "crosses," I had not the slightest intention of
recommending a cross of pointer and setter or bull dog. Far
otherwise. Let each breed be distinct, but cultivate a
"cross," be they pointer or spaniel, from another kennel of
another breed of the same class of dogs.

With regard to setters, a little separate talk is necessary,
for we have three sorts, English, Irish, and Russian. The
cross of English and Irish may and does often benefit both
races. So also does the Russian, but I would be extremely
careful how I put him to one or the other. Extreme cases
may and do justify the admixture, but the old blood ought to
be got back as soon as possible. He is of quite a different
species to the other, though with the same types or
characteristics, yet this cross is rather approaching to
mongrel. Having descanted somewhat largely on the
preliminary portion, we will pass on to the rearing of the
progeny.



BITCHES IN PUP.
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Bitches in pup ought to be well fed, and suffered to run
at large, and I am rather of opinion that by hunting them
occasionally, or rather, by letting them see game while in
this state, does not "set the young back any." Every one is
aware of the sympathy between the mother and the unborn
fœtus, and I for one rather do think it of use.

Few bitches can rear more than six pups, many only four,
and do them justice. Cull out, therefore, the ill colored, ugly
marked bitches first, and if you find too many left, after a
few days you must exercise your judgment on the dogs. I
don't like, however, this murdering, and prefer, by extra
feeding while suckling, and afterwards, to make up for
pulling the mother down, which having to nurse six or seven
pups does terribly. My idea always is in the matter, that the
pup I drown is to be, or rather would be, the best in the
litter. It is humbug, I know, but I cannot help it. At that age
all else but color and markings is a lottery. Oft have I seen
the poor, miserable little one turn out not only the best, but
biggest dog. Therefore, I recommend the keeping of as
many as possible.

Let the bitch have a warm kennel, with plenty of straw
and shavings, or shavings alone. Let her be loose, free to go
or come. Feed her well with boiled oatmeal in preference to
corn meal—more of this anon in the feeding department,
mixed in good rich broth, just lukewarm, twice a day; About
the ninth day the pups begin to see, and at a month old
they will lap milk. This they ought to be encouraged to do as



soon as possible, as it saves the mother vastly. At six weeks,
or at most seven, they are fit to wean.

FEEDING PUPS AND WEANING.—LICE.
—TEATS RUBBED.

Table of Contents

Feed them entirely on bread and milk, boiled together to
pulp. Shut them in a warm place, the spare stall of a stable,
boarded up at the end. Examine them to see whether they
are lousy, as they almost always are. A decoction of tobacco
water (vide receipt) kills them off. Rub the bitch's teats with
warm vinegar twice a day till they are dried up. If this be not
done, there is great danger of their becoming caked,
besides causing her to suffer severely. She must have a mild
dose of salts, say half an ounce, repeated after the third
day. When the weather is fine, the young pups should be
turned out of doors to run about. Knock out the head of a
barrel, in which put a little straw, so that they may retire to
sleep when they feel disposed. Feed them three times a
day, and encourage them to run about as much as possible.
Nothing produces crooked legs more than confinement,
nothing ill grown weeds more than starvation; so that air,
liberty, exercise, and plenty of food are all equally essential
to the successful rearing of fine, handsome dogs. Above all
things, never frighten, nor yet take undue notice of one over
the rest. Accustom them to yourself and strangers. This
gives them courage and confidence. Remember, if you ever
should have to select a pup in this early stage, to get them
all together, fondle them a little; the one that does not skulk



will be the highest couraged dog, the rest much in the same
proportion, as they display fear or not. This I have invariably
noticed is the case, and on this I invariably act when I have
to select a pup, provided always he is not mis-formed. We
have now brought our pups on till they can take care of
themselves, and while they grow and prosper and get over
the distemper, we will hark back a little, and say why we
object to fall puppies,—simply because they are generally
stunted by the cold, unless they are house-reared. They
come in better, certainly, for breaking, but it is not so good
to have them after September at the latest, unless it be
down South, where, I fancy, the order of things would, or
rather should, be reversed.

POINTER AND SETTER.
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Hitherto I have omitted to compare the respective merits
of pointer and setter. This I had intended to have done
altogether, but fearful lest fault should be found with me for
doing so, I state it as my deliberate opinion, that there is
nothing to choose between them "year in and year out." A
setter may stand the cold better and may stand the briers
better, but the heat and want of water he cannot stand. A
pointer, I admit, cannot quite stand cold so well, but he will
face thorns quite as well, if he be the right sort, and pure
bred, but he don't come out quite so well from it as the
setter does. The one does it because it don't hurt him, the
other does it because he is told so to do, and his pluck, his
high moral courage won't let him say no. For heat and



drought he don't care a rush, comparatively, and will kill a
setter dead, were he to attempt to follow him. Westward, in
the neighborhood of Detroit, the pros and cons are pretty
equal. I hunt both indiscriminately, and see no difference
either in their powers of endurance, see exceptions above,
or hunting qualifications. For the prairies, however, I should
say the pointer was infinitely superior, for there the shooting
—of prairie hen—is in the two hottest months of the year,
and the ground almost, if not quite, devoid of water.
Therefore, the pointer there is the dog, and if well and
purely bred, he is as gallant a ranger as the setter.
Eastward, in New Jersey and Maryland, I am led to believe
that setters may be the best there. Except "summer cock,"
all the shooting is in spring or late fall. Westward, we
commence quail shooting on September the first. There, I
believe, not until November the first. Here we have few or
no briers or thorned things, save and except an odd
blackberry or raspberry bush. There they have these and cat
briers also, and that infernal young locust tree almost would
skin a pointer. Therefore, for those regions, a setter is more
preferable. Still more so the real springer.

BREAKING.
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We will now pass on to the breaking of our young dogs.
This may be begun when they are four or five months old, to
a certain extent They may be taught to "charge" and obey a
trifle, but it must be done so discreetly that it were almost
better left alone. Nevertheless, I generally teach them some



little, taking care never to cow them, one by one. This down-
charging must be taught them in a room or any convenient
place. Put them into the proper position, hind legs under the
body, nose on the ground between their fore-paws.
Retaining them so with one hand on their head, your feet
one on each side their hind quarters, with the other hand
pat and encourage them. Do not persist at this early age
more than a few minutes at a time, and after it is over, play
with and fondle them. At this time also teach them to fetch
and carry; to know their names. Recollect that any name
ending in o, as "Ponto," "Cato," &c., very common ones by
the way, is bad. The only word ending in o ought to be
"Toho," often abbreviated into "ho." This objection will be
evident to any person who reflects for a moment, and a dog
will answer to any other short two syllable word equally as
well. These two lessons, and answering to the whistle, are
about all that can or should be taught them.

RANGING, HOW TAUGHT.
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Nine months, or better, twelve, is soon enough to enter
into the serious part of breaking. This is more to be effected
by kind determination than by brute force. Avoid the use of
the whip. Indeed, it never in my opinion ought to be seen,
except in real shooting, instead of which we would use a
cord about five or ten yards long. Fasten one end round the
dog's neck, the other to a peg firmly staked in the ground;
before doing this, however, your young dogs should, along
with a high ranging dog, be taken out into a field where



there is no game, and suffered to run at large without
control until they are well practised in ranging. Too much
stress cannot be laid on this point, as on this first step in a
great measure depends the future ranging propensities of
the dog. Where a youngster sees the old one galloping
about as hard as he can, he soon takes the hint and follows.
After a few days, the old one may be left behind, when the
pups will gallop about equally as well. These lessons should
never be too long as to time, else the effect is lost. Another
good plan also is to accustom them to follow you on
horseback at a good rate. They will learn by this to gallop,
not to trot, than which nothing is more disgusting in a dog.
When you have your pup well "confirmed in ranging," take
the cord, as above directed, peg him down. Probably he will
attempt to follow you as you leave him, in which case the
cord will check him with more or less force, according to the
pace he goes at. The more he resists the more he punishes
himself. At last he finds that by being still he is best off.
Generally he lies down. At all events, he stands still. This is
just what you desire. Without your intervention he punishes
himself, and learns a lesson of great value, without
attributing it to you, and consequently fearing you, to wit:—
that he is not to have his own way always. After repeating
this lesson a few times, you may take him to the peg, and
"down" or "charge," as you like the term best, close to the
peg in the proper position. Move away, but if he stirs one
single inch, check him by the cord and drag him back,
crying "down" or "charge." For the future I shall use the
word "down." You can in practice which you please. Leave
him again, checking him when he moves, or letting him do it


