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XLVI. How the Characteristics of Families come to be
perpetuated

XLVII. That love of his Country should lead a good Citizen
to forget private wrongs

XLVIII. That on finding an Enemy make what seems a
grave blunder we should suspect some fraud to lurk behind

XLIX. That a Commonwealth to preserve its Freedom has
constant need of new Ordinances. Of the services in respect
of which Quintius Fabius received the surname of Maximus

NICCOLO MACHIAVELLI

Table of Contents

TO

ZANOBI BUONDELMONTI AND COSIMO
RUCELLAI

HEALTH.

| send you a qift, which if it answers ill the obligations |
owe you, is at any rate the greatest which Niccolo
Machiavelli has it in his power to offer. For in it | have
expressed whatever | have learned, or have observed for
myself during a long experience and constant study of
human affairs. And since neither you nor any other can



expect more at my hands, you cannot complain if | have not
given you more.

You may indeed lament the poverty of my wit, since what
| have to say is but poorly said; and tax the weakness of my
judgment, which on many points may have erred in its
conclusions. But granting all this, | know not which of us is
less beholden to the other: | to you, who have forced me to
write what of myself | never should have written; or you to
me, who have written what can give you no content.

Take this, however, in the spirit in which all that comes
from a friend should be taken, in respect whereof we always
look more to the intention of the giver than to the quality of
the qift. And, believe me, that in one thing only | find
satisfaction, namely, in knowing that while in many matters
| may have made mistakes, at least | have not been
mistaken in choosing you before all others as the persons to
whom | dedicate these Discourses; both because | seem to
myself, in doing so, to have shown a little gratitude for
kindness received, and at the same time to have departed
from the hackneyed custom which leads many authors to
inscribe their works to some Prince, and blinded by hopes of
favour or reward, to praise him as possessed of every
virtue; whereas with more reason they might reproach him
as contaminated with every shameful vice.

To avoid which error | have chosen, not those who are but
those who from their infinite merits deserve to be Princes;
not such persons as have it in their power to load me with
honours, wealth, and preferment, but such as though they
lack the power, have all the will to do so. For men, if they
would judge justly, should esteem those who are, and not



those whose means enable them to be generous; and in like
manner those who know how to govern kingdoms, rather
than those who possess the government without such
knowledge. For Historians award higher praise to Hiero of
Syracuse when in a private station than to Perseus the
Macedonian when a King affirming that while the former
lacked nothing that a Prince should have save the name, the
latter had nothing of the King but the kingdom.

Make the most, therefore, of this good or this evil, as you
may esteem it, which you have brought upon yourselves;
and should you persist in the mistake of thinking my
opinions worthy your attention, | shall not fail to proceed
with the rest of the History in the manner promised in my
Preface. Farewell.
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PREFACE.

Albeit the jealous temper of mankind, ever more
disposed to censure than to praise the work of others, has
constantly made the pursuit of new methods and systems
no less perilous than the search after unknown lands and
seas; nevertheless, prompted by that desire which nature
has implanted in me, fearlessly to undertake whatsoever |
think offers a common benefit to all, | enter on a path which,
being hitherto untrodden by any, though it involve me in
trouble and fatigue, may yet win me thanks from those who
judge my efforts in a friendly spirit. And although my feeble
discernment, my slender experience of current affairs, and
imperfect knowledge of ancient events, render these efforts
of mine defective and of no great utility, they may at least
open the way to some other, who, with better parts and
sounder reasoning and judgment, shall carry out my design;
whereby, if | gain no credit, at all events | ought to incur no
blame.

When | see antiquity held in such reverence, that to omit
other instances, the mere fragment of some ancient statue
is often bought at a great price, in order that the purchaser
may keep it by him to adorn his house, or to have it copied
by those who take delight in this art; and how these, again,
strive with all their skill to imitate it in their various works;
and when, on the other hand, | find those noble labours
which history shows to have been wrought on behalf of the
monarchies and republics of old times, by kings, captains,
citizens, lawgivers, and others who have toiled for the good



