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——to tell of deeds
Above heroic. MILTON.

M.DCC.XCI.
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It was my chance to be conversing with a Friend of the
benevolent and indefatigable HOWARD, when our country
was first afflicted with the public intelligence of his death.
After our first expression of surprize and sorrow, we
naturally fell into serious and affectionate reflections on the
gentle character and sublime pursuits of the deceased. On
these articles we had no difference of opinion; but in the
course of our conversation a point arose, on which our
sentiments were directly opposite, though we were equally
sincere and ardent in our regret and veneration for the
departed Worthy, to whom it related. I happened to speak of
the public honours that, I hoped, a grateful, a generous, a
magnificent Nation would render to his memory. My
companion immediately exclaimed, "that every ostentatious
memorial, to commemorate the virtues of his friend, would
be inconsistent with the meekness and simplicity of the
man; that all, who had the happiness of knowing HOWARD,
must recollect with what genuine modesty he had ever
retired from the enthusiastic admiration of those, who had
hoped to gratify his ambition by undeserved applause; that
he had really sought no reward but in the approbation of his


