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PREFACE.
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NO name in history lies deeper in Swedish hearts than
the name Gustavus Vasa[1q]. Liberator of Sweden from the
yoke of Denmark, and founder of one of the foremost
dynasties of Europe, his people during more than three
centuries have looked back fondly to the figure of their
great ruler, and cherished with tender reverence every
incident in his romantic history. This enthusiasm for
Gustavus Vasa is more than sentiment; it belongs to him as
leader in a vast political upheaval. When Gustavus came
upon the stage, the Swedish people had long been groaning
under a foreign despotism. During more than a century their
political existence had been ignored, their rights as freemen
trampled in the dust. They had at last been goaded into a
spirit of rebellion, and were already struggling to be free.
What they most needed was a leader with courage to
summon them to arms, and with perseverance to keep them
in the field. Possessing these traits beyond all others,
Gustavus called his people forth to war, and finally brought
them through the war to victory. This revolution extended
over a period of seven years,—from the uprising of the
Dalesmen[1] in 1521 to the coronation of Gustavus in 1528.
It is a period that should be of interest, not only to the
student of history, but also to the lover of romance. In order
to render the exact nature of the struggle clear, I have
begun the narrative at a time considerably before the
revolution, though I have not entered deeply into details till
the beginning of the war in 1521. By the middle of the year



1523, when Gustavus was elected king, actual warfare had
nearly ceased, and the scenes of the drama change from
the battle-field to the legislative chamber. In this period
occurred the crowning act of the revolution; namely, the
banishment of the Romish Church and clergy.

The history of the Swedish Revolution has never before
been written in the English language. Even Gustavus Vasa is
but little known outside his native land. Doubtless this is
due in large measure to the difficulties which beset a study
of the period. It is not a period to which the student of
literature can turn with joy. One who would know Gustavus
well must traverse a vast desert of dreary reading, and pore
over many volumes of verbose despatches before he can
find a drop of moisture to relieve the arid soil. Sweden in the
early part of the sixteenth century was not fertile in literary
men[2q]. Gustavus himself, judged by any rational
standard, was an abominable writer. His despatches are in
number almost endless and in length appalling. Page after
page he runs on, seemingly with no other object than to use
up time. Often a document covers four folios, which might
easily have been compressed into a single sentence. Such
was the habit of the age. A simple letter from a man to his
wife consisted mainly of a mass of stereotyped expressions
of respect. Language was used apparently to conceal
vacuity of mind. Toward the close of the monarch's reign
there was a marked improvement in literary style, and some
few works of that period possess real worth. These have
recently been printed, and as a rule have been edited with
considerable care. The king's despatches are also being
systematically printed by the authorities of the Royal



Archives at Stockholm, and the cloud of ignorance which
has hitherto hung over the head of Sweden's early monarch
is lifting fast. The tenth volume of the king's despatches,
known as Gustaf I.'s registratur has now been published,
carrying this contemporary transcript of the king's letters
down to the summer of 1535. The only documents bearing
on the Swedish Revolution and not yet published, are the
MSS. known as Gustaf I.'s rådslagar, Gustaf I.'s acta
historica, and Gustaf I.'s bref med bilagor,—all to be found
in the Royal Archives at Stockholm,—and the MSS. known as
the Palmskiöld samlingar in the Upsala Library. All these I
have carefully examined. I have also browsed during several
months among the libraries of Sweden, and have spared no
pains to get at everything, written or printed, contemporary
or subsequent, that might throw light upon the subject. The
most important of these materials are mentioned in the
bibliography inserted immediately before the Index to this
work. In order to add vividness as well as accuracy to the
narrative, I have visited personally nearly all the battle-
fields and other spots connected with this history. My
descriptions of the leading contemporaries of Gustavus are
based on a careful study of the portraits in the Gripsholm
gallery, most of which were painted from life.

Finally, a word of thanks is due to the libraries and
archives from which I have derived most aid. Of these the
chief are the British Museum, the University Library at
Upsala, and above all, the Royal Library and the Royal
Archives at Stockholm. To the last two institutions I owe
more than I can express. They are the storehouses of
Swedish history, and their doors were thrown open to me



with a generosity and freedom beyond all that I could hope.
I wish here to thank my many friends, the custodians of
these treasures, for the personal encouragement and
assistance they have lent me in the prosecution of this
work.

August 15, 1889.
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Birth of Gustavus.—His Ancestors.—Anarchy in
Sweden.—Its Causes: Former Independence of the
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Sten Sture.—Hans.—Svante Sture.—Sten Sture the
Younger.—Childhood of Gustavus.—His Education at
Upsala.

THE manor of Lindholm lies in the centre of a smiling
district about twenty miles north of the capital of Sweden.
Placed on a height between two fairy lakes, it commands a
wide and varied prospect over the surrounding country. The
summit of this height was crowned, at the close of the
fifteenth century, by a celebrated mansion. Time and the
ravages of man have long since thrown this mansion to the
ground; but its foundation, overgrown with moss and fast
crumbling to decay, still marks the site of the ancient
structure, and from the midst of the ruins rises a rough-
hewn stone bearing the name Gustavus Vasa. On this spot
he was born, May 12, 1496.[1] The estate was then the
property of his grandmother, Sigrid Baner, with whom his



mother was temporarily residing, and there is no reason to
think it continued long the home of the young Gustavus.

The family from which Gustavus sprang had been, during
nearly a hundred years, one of the foremost families of
Sweden. Its coat-of-arms consisted of a simple vase, or
bundle of sticks; and the Vasa estate, at one time the
residence of his ancestors, lay only about ten miles to the
north of Lindholm.[2] The first Vasa of whom anything is
definitely known is Kristiern Nilsson, the great-grandfather
of Gustavus. This man became noted in the early part of the
fifteenth century as an ardent monarchist, and under Erik
held the post of chancellor. After the fall of his master, in
1436, his office was taken from him, but he continued to
battle for the cause of royalty until his death. Of the
chancellor's three sons, the two eldest followed zealously in
the footsteps of their father. The other, Johan Kristersson,
though in early life a stanch supporter of King Christiern,
and one of the members of his Cabinet, later married a
sister of Sten Sture, and eventually embraced the Swedish
cause. Birgitta, the wife of Johan Kristersson, is said to have
been descended from the ancient Swedish kings.[3] The
youngest son of Johan and Birgitta was Erik Johansson, the
father of Gustavus. Of Erik's early history we know little
more than that he married Cecilia, daughter of Magnus
Karlsson and Sigrid Baner, and settled at Rydboholm, an
estate which he inherited from his father. To this place,
beautifully situated on an arm of the Baltic, about ten miles
northeast of the capital, Cecilia returned with her little boy
from Lindholm; and here Gustavus spent the first years of
his childhood.



Sweden at this period was in a state of anarchy. In order
to appreciate the exact condition of affairs, it will be
necessary to cast a glance at some political developments
that had gone before. Sweden was originally a
confederation of provinces united solely for purposes of
defence. Each province was divided into several counties,
which were constituted in the main alike. Every inhabitant—
if we except the class of slaves, which was soon abolished—
was either a landowner or a tenant. The tenants were
freemen who owned no land of their own, and hence rented
the land of others. All landowners possessed the same
rights, though among them were certain men of high birth,
who through their large inheritances were much more
influential than the rest. Matters concerning the inhabitants
of one county only were regulated by the county
assemblies, to which all landowners in the county, and none
others, were admitted. These assemblies were called and
presided over by the county magistrate, elected by general
vote at some previous assembly. All law cases arising in the
county were tried before the assembly, judgment being
passed, with consent of the assembly, by the county
magistrate, who was expected to know and expound the
traditional law of his county. Questions concerning the
inhabitants of more than one county were regulated by the
provincial assemblies, composed of all landowners in the
province, and presided over by the provincial magistrate,
elected by all the landowners in his province. The power of
the provincial magistrate in the province was similar to that
of the county magistrate in the county; and to his judgment,
with consent of the assembly, lay an appeal from every



decision of the county magistrates. Above all the provinces
was a king, elected originally by the provincial assembly of
Upland, though in order to gain the allegiance of the other
provinces he was bound to appear before their individual
assemblies and be confirmed by them. His duty was
expressed in the old formula, "landom råda, rike styre, lag
styrke, och frid hålla," which meant nothing more than that
he was to protect the provinces from one another and from
foreign powers. In order to defray the expense of
strengthening the kingdom, he was entitled to certain
definite taxes from every landowner, and half as much from
every tenant, in the land. These taxes he collected through
his courtiers, who in the early days were men of a very
inferior class,—mere servants of the king. They lived on the
crown estates, which we find in the very earliest times
scattered through the land. Besides his right to collect
taxes, the king, as general peacemaker, was chief-justice of
the realm, and to him lay an appeal from every decision
rendered by a provincial magistrate. Such, in brief, was the
constitution of Sweden when first known in history.

Christianity, first preached in Sweden about the year
830, brought with it a diminution of the people's rights.
When the episcopal dioceses were first marked out, the
people naturally kept in their own hands the right to choose
their spiritual rulers, who were designated lydbiskopar[4],
or the people's bishops. But in 1164 the Court of Rome
succeeded in establishing, under its own authority, an
archbishopric at Upsala; and by a papal bull of 1250 the
choice of Swedish bishops was taken from the people and
confided to the cathedral chapters under the supervision of



the pope. As soon as the whole country became converted,
the piety of the people induced them to submit to gross
impositions at the hands of those whom they were taught to
regard as God's representatives on earth. In 1152 the so-
called "Peter's Penning[3]" was established, an annual tax
of one penning from every individual to the pope. Besides
this, it became the law, soon after, that all persons must
pay a tenth of their annual income to the Church, and in
addition there were special taxes to the various bishops,
deans, and pastors. A still more productive source of
revenue to the Church was death-bed piety, through which
means a vast amount of land passed from kings or wealthy
individuals to the Church. By a law of the year 1200 the
clergy were declared no longer subject to be tried for crime
in temporal courts; and by the end of the thirteenth century
the Church had practically ceased to be liable for crown
taxation. It requires but a moment's thought to perceive
how heavy a burden all these changes threw on the body of
the nation.

Simultaneously with the spread of Christianity still
another power began to trample on the liberties of the
people. This was the power of the sword. In early times,
before civilization had advanced enough to give everybody
continuous employment, most people spent their leisure
moments in making war. Hence the Swedish kings, whose
duty it was to keep the peace, could accomplish that result
only by having a large retinue of armed warriors at their
command. The expense which this entailed was great.
Meantime the crown estates had continually increased in
number through merger of private estates of different kings,



through crown succession to estates of foreigners dying
without descendants in the realm, and through other
sources. Some of the kings, therefore, devised the scheme
of enlisting the influential aristocracy in their service by
granting them fiefs in the crown estates, with right to all the
crown incomes from the fief. This plan was eagerly caught
at by the aristocrats, and before long nearly all the
influential people in the realm were in the service of the
king. Thus the position of royal courtier, which had formerly
been a mark of servitude, was now counted an honor, the
courtiers being now commonly known as magnates. About
the year 1200 castles were first erected on some of the
crown estates, and the magnates who held these castles as
fiefs were not slow to take advantage of their power. Being
already the most influential men in their provinces, and
generally the county or provincial magistrates, they
gradually usurped the right to govern the surrounding
territory, not as magistrates of the people, but as grantees
of the crown estates. Since these fiefs were not hereditary,
the rights usurped by the holders of them passed, on the
death of the grantees, to the crown, and in 1276 we find a
king granting not only one of his royal castles, but also right
of administration over the surrounding land. Thus, by
continual enlargement of the royal fiefs, the authority of the
provincial assemblies, and even of the county assemblies,
was practically destroyed. Still, these assemblies continued
to exist, and in them the poor landowners claimed the same
rights as the more influential magnates. The magnates, as
such, possessed no privileges, and were only powerful
because of their wealth, which enabled them to become



courtiers or warriors of the king. In 1280, however, a law
was passed exempting all mounted courtiers from crown
taxation. This law was the foundation of the nobility of
Sweden. It divided the old landowners, formerly all equal,
into two distinct classes,—the knights, who were the
mounted warriors of the king; and the poorer landowners,
on whom, together with the class of tenants, was cast the
whole burden of taxation. With the progress of time,
exemption from crown taxation was extended to the sons of
knights unless, on reaching manhood, they failed to serve
the king with horse. The knights were thus a privileged and
hereditary class. Those of the old magnates who did not
become knights were known as armigers, or armor-clad
foot-soldiers. The armigers also became an hereditary class,
and before long they too were exempted from crown
taxation. In many cases the armigers were raised to the
rank of knights. Thus the wealthy landowners increased in
power, while the poor, who constituted the great body of the
nation, grew ever poorer. Many, to escape the taxes shifted
to their shoulders from the shoulders of the magnates, sank
into the class of tenants, with whom, indeed, they now had
much in common. The sword had raised the strong into a
privileged aristocracy, and degraded the weak into a down-
trodden peasantry.

The aristocracy and the Church,—these were the thorns
that sprang up to check the nation's growth. Each had had
the same source,—a power granted by the people. But no
sooner were they independent of their benefactors, than
they made common cause in oppressing the peasantry who
had given them birth. They found their point of union in the



Cabinet. This was originally a body of men whom the king
summoned whenever he needed counsel or support.
Naturally he sought support among the chief men of his
realm. As the power of the Church and aristocracy
increased, the king was practically forced to summon the
chief persons in these classes to his Cabinet, and
furthermore, in most cases, to follow their advice; so that by
the close of the thirteenth century the Cabinet had become
a regular institution, whose members, known as Cabinet
lords, governed rather than advised the king. In the early
part of the fourteenth century this institution succeeded in
passing a law that each new king must summon his Cabinet
immediately after his election. The same law provided that
no foreigner could be a member of the Cabinet; that the
archbishop should be ex officio a member; that twelve
laymen should be summoned, but no more; and that, in
addition, the king might summon as many of the bishops
and clergy as he wished. As a matter of fact this law was
never followed. The Cabinet lords practically formed
themselves into a close corporation, appointing their own
successors or compelling the king to appoint whom they
desired. Generally the members were succeeded by their
sons, and in very many instances we find fathers and sons
sitting in the Cabinet together. A person once a Cabinet lord
was such for life. The law providing that the archbishop
should have a seat in the Cabinet was strictly followed, and
in practice the bishops were also always members. The
other clergy seem never to have been summoned except in
certain instances to aid their bishops or represent them
when they could not come. The provincial magistrates were



generally members, though not always. As to the number of
temporal lords, it was almost invariably more than twelve,
sometimes double as many. From the very first, this self-
appointed oligarchy saw that in unity was strength; and
while the different members of the royal family were
squabbling among themselves, the Cabinet seized the
opportunity to increase its power. Though not entitled to a
definite salary, it was regularly understood that Cabinet
lords were to be paid by grants of the chief fiefs; and when
these fiefs were extended so as to embrace the whole, or
nearly the whole, of a province, the grant of such a fief
ordinarily carried with it the office of provincial magistrate.
Thus the Cabinet became the centre of administration for
the kingdom. From this it gradually usurped the right to
legislate for the whole realm, to lay new taxes on the
people, and to negotiate treaties with foreign powers.
Lastly, it robbed the people of their ancient right to
nominate and confirm their kings. These prerogatives,
however, were not exercised without strong opposition.
Throughout the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries the
peasantry battled with vigor against the arrogant
assumptions of the Cabinet, never relinquishing their claim
to be governed as of yore. This struggle against the
encroachments of the oligarchy at last resulted in the
revolution under Gustavus Vasa. Hence we may with profit
trace the relation between the Cabinet and the people from
the start.

The first case in which the Cabinet distinctly asserted an
authority over the whole land occurred in 1319, when the
king, after a long and bitter struggle with different members



of the royal house, had finally been driven from the throne.
The Cabinet then resolved to place the crown on the head of
the former monarch's grandson, a child but three years old.
With this in view, they called all the magnates in the realm
and four peasants from every county to a general diet,
where the chancellor of the Cabinet stepped forward with
the infant in his arms, and moved that this infant be elected
king. "Courtiers, peasantry, and all with one accord
responded, 'Amen.'" This was the first general diet held in
Sweden, and it showed a marked decline in the people's
rights. From beginning to end the proceedings of this diet
were regulated by the Cabinet, and the people were
practically forced to acquiesce. Even had the people
possessed a real voice in the election, their influence would
have been far less than formerly, since here they had but
four representatives from each county against the entire
class of magnates, whereas originally every landowner,
whether magnate or peasant, had an equal vote. During the
minority of this king the power of the Cabinet made rapid
strides. He was forced to borrow from them enormous sums
of money, for which he mortgaged nearly all the royal
castles; so that when he came of age he was thoroughly
under the dominion of the Cabinet. He struggled hard,
however, to shake off his shackles, and with some success.
Among other things, he passed a law which was intended to
restore to the people at large their ancient right to choose
their kings. This law provided that whenever a king was to
be chosen, each provincial magistrate, with the assent of all
landowners in his province, should select twelve men, who
on a day appointed were to meet in general diet with all the



magistrates, and choose the king. Unhappily this law was
never followed, though the king by whom it was enacted
struggled hard to maintain the people's rights. In 1359, after
a series of internal disorders, his Cabinet compelled him to
call a meeting of all the magnates in the realm; but in
addition to the magnates he summoned also delegates from
the peasantry and burghers, evidently with a view to gain
their aid in curbing the insolence of the Cabinet. This was
the second general diet. From this time forth the king did all
he could to strengthen the people, until at last he banished
a number of his chief opponents. They thereupon, in 1363,
offered the crown to Albert of Mecklenburg, who by their aid
succeeded in overthrowing the king and getting possession
of the throne. For a time now the Cabinet had things nearly
as they wished. In 1371 they forced the king to grant them
all the royal estates as fiefs, and to declare that on the
death of any one of them his successor should be chosen by
the survivors. This astounding grant the Cabinet owed
chiefly to the influence of their chancellor, Bo Jonsson, who
had done more than any other to set Albert on the throne;
and to him were granted as fiefs all the royal castles. In
1386 he died, leaving all his fiefs, by will, to the chief
magnates of the land. Against this Albert ventured to
protest. He called in a large number of his German
countrymen, and by their aid recovered a large portion of
his power. He then began distributing royal favors among
them with a lavish hand, to the detriment of the Swedish
magnates. These magnates therefore turned, in 1388, to
Margaret, regent of Denmark and Norway, and offered her
the regency of Sweden, promising to recognize as king



whomever she should choose. In 1389 she entered Sweden
with her army, overthrew King Albert, and got possession of
the throne. In 1396 the Swedish Cabinet, at her desire,
elected her nephew, Erik of Pomerania, already king of
Denmark and Norway, to be king of Sweden; and on the
17th of June, 1397, he was crowned at Kalmar.[4] Thus
began the celebrated Kalmar Union[2], one of the greatest
political blunders that a nation ever made. It was the
voluntary enslavement of a whole people to suit the whims
of a few disgruntled magnates.

The century following this catastrophe was marked by
violence and bloodshed. In all the setting up and pulling
down of kings which ended in the Kalmar Union, the
Swedish peasantry, now the body of the nation, had had no
part. They had long watched in silence the overpowering
growth of the magnates and of the Church; they had seen
their own rights gradually, but surely, undermined; and they
now beheld the whole nation given into the hand of a
foreign king. All this tyranny was beginning to produce its
natural effect. A spirit of rebellion was spreading fast.
However, open insurrection was for the moment averted by
the prudence of the regent; so long as she lived the people
were tolerably content. She ruled the Cabinet with an iron
hand, and refused to appoint a chancellor, the officer who
had hitherto done much to bind the Cabinet together. After
her death Erik attempted to carry out a similar policy, and
introduced a number of foreigners into the Swedish Cabinet.
But his continual absence from the realm weakened his
administration, and gave great license to his officers, who
by their cruelty won the hatred of the people. At last, in



1433, the peasantry of Dalarne rebelled against the tyranny
of the steward whom their Danish ruler had put over them,
and in 1435, under the leadership of a courageous warrior,
Engelbrekt Engelbrektsson, compelled the king to call a
general diet, the first since 1359, consisting of all the people
in the realm who cared to take part. This diet, under the
enthusiasm of the moment, elected Engelbrekt commander
of the kingdom. But the hopes of the peasantry were soon
blasted. In the next year Engelbrekt was murdered by a
Swedish magnate, and by a general diet Karl Knutsson,
another magnate, was chosen to fill his place. King Erik was
now tottering to his fall. He was no longer king in anything
but name. His fall, however, benefited only the magnates of
the realm. By a general diet of 1438, to which all people in
the realm were called, Knutsson was elected regent. But his
reign came in the next year to an untimely end. His fellow-
magnates, jealous of his power, forced him to lay it down;
and in 1440 the Cabinet called Erik's nephew, Christopher of
Bavaria, already king of Denmark, to the Swedish throne.
Thus ended the first effort of the Swedish peasantry to
throw off the Danish yoke. It had begun with high promises
for the people, but had ended in the restoration of the
Cabinet to all its former power. From this time forth the
Cabinet was again practically the governing body in the
realm. But it was no longer at unity with itself. One party,
led by the great house of Oxenstjerna, was for preserving
the Union. The other consisted of the adherents of Karl
Knutsson, who hoped to put the crown on his own head. In
1448 King Christopher died, and, in the difference of feeling
which reigned, the Cabinet called a general diet of all the



magnates with representatives from the peasantry and
burghers, that the people at large might choose of the two
evils that which pleased them best. The result was that Karl
Knutsson was elected king. From this time till his death, in
1470, he was in perpetual warfare with the king of
Denmark, with the Swedish priesthood, who had now grown
fat under Danish rule and wished to continue so, and with
the hostile party among the magnates. Twice he was forced
to lay down the crown only to take it up again. Throughout
his reign, though in some regards a despot, he was, at all
events, the champion of the Swedish magnates as opposed
to those who favored the continuance of foreign rule. In
1470 he died, after having intrusted Stockholm Castle to his
nephew, Sten Sture. The dissension that now reigned
throughout the land was great. On one side were the
powerful Vasa and Oxenstjerna families, striving to put
Christiern I. of Denmark on the throne. On the other side
was Sten Sture, the Tott, Gyllenstjerna, Bonde, Bjelke, and
Natt och Dag families, supported by the burgher element in
Stockholm and the peasantry of Dalarne. With such odds on
their side the issue could not long be doubtful. At a general
diet held in 1471, Sten Sture was chosen regent of the
kingdom. It is impossible to overrate the significance of this
event. This was the first time that the burgher element
played an important part in the election of Sweden's ruler.
The peasantry had once before been prominent, but so long
as the oligarchy held firmly together, their actual influence
had been slight. Now the ranks of the oligarchy were
broken. One party looked for supporters in Denmark and in
the Church; the other, now gaining the upper hand, was



distinctly the party of the people. The very name of regent,
which was granted to Sten Sture, bears witness to the
popular character of the movement. And this was destined
to be the tendency of the current during the next half-
century. There were many difficulties, however, with which
the patriot party had to contend. In the first place, the
Swedish party was in lack of funds. An enormous proportion
of the kingdom was exempt from taxes, being held by
magnates, who by this time claimed the right to inherit their
fathers' fiefs with all the ancient privileges, but without the
ancient duty to render military service. In this juncture war
broke out with Russia, at the same time that the kingdom
was continually harassed by Christiern, king of Denmark. It
was clear that some new mode must be discovered for
raising money. The peasantry were already groaning under
a heavier load than they could bear. Sten therefore turned
to some of the magnates, and demanded of them that they
should give up a portion of their fiefs. They of course
resisted, and his whole reign was occupied with a struggle
to make them yield. In 1481 Christiern, king of Denmark,
died, and was succeeded by his son Hans. The efforts of
Sten Sture to curb the magnates had rendered him so
unpopular among them, that the Swedish Cabinet now
opened negotiations with the new king of Denmark. These
negotiations resulted in a meeting of the Cabinets of the
three Northern kingdoms, held at Kalmar in 1483. This body
promulgated a decree, known in history as the Kalmar
Recess, accepting Hans as king of Sweden. To this decree
Sten Sture reluctantly affixed his seal. The main clauses of
the decree were these: No one in Sweden was to be held



21 Olaus Petri was a leading early Swedish reformer from
Örebro who studied at the University of Wittenberg (where
Martin Luther taught) and helped introduce Lutheran ideas
into Sweden as a preacher, teacher, and public figure.

22 Laurentius Andreæ was archdeacon of Strengnäs and
an associate of Olaus Petri; he acted as a senior church
official during the vacancy of the bishopric and is described
as sharing reformist sympathies.

23 Gotland is a large Baltic island whose principal town
Visby was a medieval Hanseatic trading center; in the 1520s
it was strategically important for Baltic commerce and the
base for the pirate Norby, prompting a Swedish expedition
in 1524.

24 The Vadstena Chapter was the governing community
(chapter) of Vadstena Abbey, the chief house of the
Bridgettine Order in Sweden and a major medieval religious
foundation and ecclesiastical center.

25 Brask refers to Hans Brask (a bishop active in the
early 1500s), a prominent Swedish Catholic prelate and
opponent of the early Protestant movement who played a
leading role in defending the medieval Church against
reform.

26 Anabaptists were a radical branch of the Protestant
Reformation who rejected infant baptism in favor of adult
(believer’s) baptism and, in some strains, advocated
communal ownership; some Anabaptist uprisings
culminated in the Münster episode of 1534–35.

27 This names two Dutch Anabaptist preachers
mentioned in the text; Bernhard Knipperdolling was a
principal leader in the Münster uprising (1534–35) and was



executed there, while the other named 'Melchior' was an
agitator from the Low Countries associated with the same
movement.

28 Upsala is the older spelling of Uppsala, the historical
Swedish ecclesiastical center—seat of the archbishop and
cathedral chapter—and an important location for theological
disputation and church governance in the period.

29 Sunnanväder is named in the text as one of the
conspirators who fled to Norway, was protected for a time
by church authorities, returned to Sweden for trial, and was
condemned and executed in early 1527 for conspiracy
against the crown.

30 The Cabinet of Norway here denotes the royal council
or governing body in Norway (composed of high officers and
churchmen) acting under the Danish crown in the early 16th
century; it is portrayed as the authority receiving Swedish
appeals about fugitives and refugees.

31 The phrase "Vend Cities" (so-called Vend Cities) refers
to the medieval Baltic trading towns—effectively members
of the Hanseatic League such as Lübeck and Dantzig—
whose merchants dominated Baltic commerce and held
special trading privileges.

32 Charles XII (1682–1718) was King of Sweden famous
for leading Sweden during the Great Northern War; his
campaigns expanded and then exhausted Swedish
resources and are often cited as a cause of Sweden's early-
18th-century decline.

33 Gustavus Vasa (Gustav I, reigned 1523–1560) was the
Swedish noble who led the revolt against Danish rule,



became king in 1523, and initiated the Swedish Reformation
and major centralizing reforms.

34 Luther refers to Martin Luther (1483–1546), the
German theologian whose objections to certain Catholic
doctrines launched the Protestant Reformation and who
translated the Bible into German, influencing vernacular
translations elsewhere.

35 Peder Galle (dates c. late 15th–mid 16th century) was
a Catholic theologian and churchman in Sweden who
defended traditional Church teachings in controversies with
Lutheran reformers.

36 The 'Vesterås Recess.' refers to the set of decisions
issued at the Diet of Västerås in 1527 that granted the
crown broad rights over Church revenues and property and
paved the way for Sweden's break with Roman ecclesiastical
authority.

37 The 'Vesterås Ordinantia.' are the ordinances
associated with the 1527 Diet of Västerås that laid out
detailed regulations limiting clerical privileges, reorganizing
church administration, and enforcing measures associated
with the early Swedish Reformation.

38 Gripsholm Monastery was a religious house on the
Gripsholm estate in Södermanland; disputes over its
ownership in the 1520s led Gustavus Vasa to claim it for the
crown (the site is later associated with Gripsholm Castle).

39 Auricular confession denotes the Catholic practice of
privately confessing sins to a priest (the priest hearing the
confession 'in the ear'); it was one of the sacramental
practices targeted for reform or abolition during Protestant
changes.



40 Refers to the ordinances associated with the 1527
Vesterås proceedings that curtailed episcopal privileges,
transferring many church revenues and supervisory rights to
the crown.

41 The diet (assembly) held at Västerås in 1527 where
major fiscal and ecclesiastical reforms were enacted that
greatly reduced the power of the Catholic Church in
Sweden.

42 Swedish name for the city now called Turku in
present-day Finland; in the 16th century Åbo/Turku was part
of the Kingdom of Sweden and had its own bishopric.

43 Surname used for Johannes Magni (and related family
members) in the text; Johannes Magni was a Roman
Catholic cleric who acted as archiepiscopal figure in the
early 16th century though his papal confirmation was
contested.

44 A set of thirty-one manuscript folios in the Royal
Archives at Stockholm containing copies of letters written by
Gustavus Vasa arranged roughly by year; portions were
published (vols. to 1535) and some related folios have been
lost or filled in by later hands.

45 The name for nine bundles of manuscripts (chiefly
originals) in the Royal Archives at Stockholm dealing with
Gustavus Vasa's reign; many of these items are also
transcribed in the registratur or printed as supplements.

46 A bundle of original manuscripts preserved in the
Royal Archives that record the Cabinet resolutions
(rådslagar) under Gustavus Vasa — i.e. decisions or laws of
the royal council — many of which were later published.


