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Introduction
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Between the stubborn force of circumstance and the
stubborn will of the individual, Self-Help; with Illustrations of
Conduct and Perseverance argues that character, steadily
exercised, can tilt the balance toward a life of usefulness
and dignity. Smiles presents a sustained invitation to test
whether patient effort, disciplined habits, and moral
steadiness can overcome setbacks that appear fixed or
fated. The book holds that daily conduct, not sudden
inspiration, furnishes the most reliable architecture for
improvement. In placing responsibility squarely with the
reader, it also acknowledges the hard realities against which
such resolve must be measured.

First published in 1859 in Victorian Britain, Self-Help is a
work of moral and practical nonfiction that belongs to the
tradition of conduct literature and personal improvement.
Samuel Smiles writes from within an industrializing society
marked by expanding opportunities and visible constraints,
addressing readers who sought direction amid rapid change.
Rather than offering abstract theory, the book assembles
illustrative lives and observations to model habits that
promote competence, independence, and public usefulness.
Its examples chiefly arise from British experience of the
nineteenth century, and its arguments converse with the
civic ideals prized by many in that era's professional and
artisan classes.



The premise is plain: by cultivating sound conduct and
refusing surrender in the face of difficulty, ordinary people
can accomplish steady, useful work and enlarge their
capacities. Smiles advances this through short biographical
sketches, pointed reflections, and practical maxims
delivered in a clear, earnest voice. The tone is exhortatory
yet companionable, balancing praise for diligence with
caution against idleness and pretense. Readers encounter a
sequence of episodes and arguments rather than a
continuous narrative, which makes the book suited to
reflective, paced reading. The style favors concrete example
over abstraction, seeking to persuade through accumulation
rather than rhetorical flourish.

Among its central themes is the supremacy of character
over circumstance, where integrity, punctuality, and
industrious habit are treated as capital that compounds. The
book stresses perseverance as a daily craft, grounded in
attention to small duties and a respect for time. It advances
self-education as an attainable path, encouraging readers to
wrest knowledge from experience and the printed page, and
to connect skill with service. Throughout, Smiles links
personal advancement to social contribution, arguing that
self-reliant citizens strengthen communities. The stress falls
not on extraordinary talent but on steady application,
discipline, and the patient correction of one's own faults.

For contemporary readers, the book remains relevant
wherever agency, responsibility, and craft still shape a
meaningful life. Its counsel resonates with those navigating
volatile work, fragmented attention, and the need for
continuous learning, offering a reminder that progress often



follows from incremental, repeatable effort. While modern
conversations rightly consider structural barriers and
collective obligations, Smiles's emphasis on what individuals
can control still provides a clarifying counterweight. The
anecdotes encourage readers to build resilience through
practice, to value competence over display, and to see
ethical conduct as productive strength. In this balance, the
Victorian manual speaks across centuries without losing
specificity.

Readers should expect period language and examples
that reflect nineteenth-century priorities, yet the prose is
generally plain and direct. Smiles writes with an almost
conversational firmness, returning to patterns of counsel
that reinforce each other across chapters. Because it is
organized as a series of vignettes and reflections, the book
rewards sampling and slow study as much as continuous
reading. Many of its portraits serve as mirrors for self-
assessment rather than as prescriptions, and the
encouragement is cumulative rather than coercive. The
cumulative effect is to cultivate a sober optimism, grounded
in tasks within reach and in aspirations tempered by duty.

Approached today, Self-Help offers both a historical
window and a practical companion: a Victorian handbook
that continues to press the question of what we can govern
in our own lives. Its method is unflashy, its confidence
steady, and its argument cumulative, inviting readers to
reconsider ambition as a habit rather than a dramatic turn.
You will not find a theory of destiny here, only detailed
encouragement to build capacity through honest work and
thoughtful conduct. That message has been read and



debated for generations, and it invites a fresh hearing
wherever perseverance and integrity remain the scaffolding
of hope.
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Published in 1859, Samuel Smiles’s Self-Help; with
Illustrations of Conduct and Perseverance advances a
sustained claim that individual character and effort drive
personal advancement and, by extension, national progress.
Organized as reflective chapters interwoven with
biographical sketches, it presents virtue as practical habit
rather than abstraction. Smiles addresses general readers,
distilling lessons from the lives of inventors, engineers,
scientists, entrepreneurs, and artists. He emphasizes that
steady application and self-command matter more than
birth, patronage, or luck. The narrative voice is exhortative
but pragmatic, aiming to convert moral counsel—industry,
integrity, and perseverance—into everyday routines that
ordinary people can practice consistently.

The early chapters frame self-help as active self-direction
rooted in duty and work. Smiles contends that genuine
improvement comes through the disciplined use of time, the
cultivation of skill, and the patient mastery of setbacks.
Natural talent is acknowledged, yet treated as secondary to
trained habits and persistent practice. Relying on external
rescue, whether through patronage or sweeping public
measures, is portrayed as uncertain and enervating
compared with personal initiative. Failure is not stigmatized
so much as reinterpreted as instruction, a necessary friction
through which judgment is sharpened and character is
formed for more enduring successes.



Smiles illustrates these claims through compact portraits
of engineers and inventors whose careers began in modest
circumstances. Figures such as George Stephenson, James
Watt, Richard Arkwright, and Thomas Telford appear as case
studies in trial, error, and patient improvement. The
sketches highlight obstacles—limited schooling, scarce
resources, skepticism—and show how systematic
experiment, careful observation, and incremental
refinement overcame them. Mechanical advances in steam
power, textiles, and infrastructure serve as examples of
progress achieved by diligence more than inspiration alone.
By tracing the disciplined routines behind celebrated
breakthroughs, the book demystifies invention as the
cumulative result of careful, persevering labor.

The argument broadens with examples from science and
letters, where curiosity and self-education enable ascent.
Smiles points to lives such as Michael Faraday and Benjamin
Franklin to show how reading, note-taking, and early
responsibilities can mature into scientific or civic
accomplishment. The emphasis falls on accessible methods:
attending lectures, maintaining notebooks, seeking
mentors, and treating every task as an apprenticeship in
attention. Intellectual culture is presented as a lifelong
practice rather than formal credentialing, and the narrative
returns repeatedly to the value of forming one’s own mind
through steady study, close observation, and a willingness
to learn from practical work.

Practical chapters translate these ideals into daily
conduct. Smiles urges punctuality, order, and constancy,
arguing that reliable habits compound into competence and



trust. Thrift and temperance protect independence by
preventing waste and debt, while careful stewardship of
small sums is treated as training for larger responsibilities.
The counsel is intentionally modest—manage time, honor
commitments, keep tools in repair—yet the cumulative
effect is presented as transformative. Work is both a means
of livelihood and a discipline of character, and even humbler
occupations are depicted as dignified arenas for cultivating
judgment, patience, and self-respect.

A social dimension emerges as Smiles links private virtue
to public well-being. Independence of mind and honesty in
business are cast as safeguards of civic health, while
speculative gambling and dependence on windfalls are
criticized as corrosive. He favors voluntary cooperation—
mentoring, mutual improvement, and community learning—
as more fruitful than reliance on external aid for personal
development. The book also cautions against idolizing
genius, arguing that emulation of sound methods and
steady effort is more attainable and socially beneficial.
Throughout, the focus remains on how individual discipline
radiates outward into trustworthy work, fair dealing, and
shared prosperity.

Self-Help concludes by reaffirming its central premise:
that character, steady effort, and judicious self-culture are
the most reliable foundations for advancement. Its influence
extended beyond its moment, shaping a widely recognized
language of personal responsibility in the Victorian era and
helping define the modern self-improvement genre. While
the work concentrates on agency at the level of the
individual, its enduring resonance lies in the promise that



consistent, honest labor can enlarge one’s capacities and
opportunities. Read as a series of practical reflections and
illustrative lives, it continues to frame perseverance as both
a personal ethic and a civic contribution.



Historical Context
Table of Contents

Samuel Smiles’s Self-Help; with Illustrations of Conduct
and Perseverance appeared in London in 1859, published by
John Murray, in the high noon of Victorian Britain. Issued the
same year as Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species by
the same house, it spoke to a culture preoccupied with
progress and improvement. Smiles (1812–1904), a Scottish-
trained physician turned journalist and railway
administrator, drew on lectures he had delivered to working
men in the 1840s. The book’s didactic biographies and
maxims addressed readers formed by expanding print
culture, voluntary associations, and urban workplaces
reshaped by industrialization, offering a moral framework
for personal advancement within mid-century liberal society.

Britain’s rapid industrialization from the late eighteenth
century into the 1850s transformed manufacture, transport,
and labor. Steam power, mechanized textiles, and coal
mining fed urban growth, while the railway network—built at
breakneck pace in the 1830s and 1840s—reordered time,
markets, and mobility. Events like the Great Exhibition of
1851 showcased engineering prowess and a faith in
practical ingenuity. These developments fostered narratives
of self-made success and technical competence that Smiles
celebrated. His emphasis on disciplined work, thrift, and
inventiveness aligned with a society that increasingly
valued professional expertise and competitive enterprise,



placing individual character at the center of national
progress.

Formal state schooling in England and Wales expanded
only after the Elementary Education Act of 1870; before
then, instruction was uneven and often voluntary.
Mechanics’ Institutes, mutual improvement societies,
Sunday schools, and the Ragged School Union (founded
1844) filled educational gaps for artisans and the poor.
Smiles lectured repeatedly at the Leeds Mechanics’ Institute
during the 1840s, encouraging technical learning alongside
moral discipline. Cheap periodicals and improving
handbooks—buoyed by steam presses and rail distribution—
created a broad self-education market. Self-Help emerged
from this associational culture, framing biography as
instruction and presenting diligent study as a path to
competence, respectability, and independence.

Smiles’s formative public career unfolded amid agitation
for political and social reform. The Reform Act of 1832
expanded the franchise but left many demands unmet,
fueling Chartism (1838–1848), which sought universal male
suffrage and annual Parliaments. As editor of the Leeds
Times from 1838 to 1842, Smiles supported peaceful reform
and criticized violent tactics. Debates over the 1834 New
Poor Law and the repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846
sharpened arguments about state provision, free trade, and
personal responsibility. Self-Help reflects mid-Victorian
liberalism’s preference for voluntary action and civic
initiative over expansive government, while acknowledging
obstacles faced by workers.



Victorian moral discourse was heavily shaped by
Evangelical Christianity, Nonconformist chapels, and, in
Scotland, Presbyterian traditions that prized sobriety, thrift,
and duty. The temperance movement gathered strength
through societies founded in the 1830s and the Band of
Hope, launched in Leeds in 1847, promoted youth
abstinence and self-control. Smiles’s Scottish upbringing
and admiration for eighteenth-century moralists resonated
with this milieu. He drew approvingly on Benjamin Franklin’s
Autobiography and other conduct literature, using character
sketches to teach punctuality, perseverance, and integrity.
The book’s moral vocabulary aligns with religiously inflected
ideas of improvement, while directing piety toward practical
habits and civic usefulness.

Industrial Britain elevated practical inventors and
engineers to public prominence. The Institution of Civil
Engineers (founded 1818; chartered 1828) and new
technical journals gave the profession status, while figures
like James Watt, Richard Arkwright, and George Stephenson
became national icons. Smiles had already written The Life
of George Stephenson (1857), and he worked as a railway
company secretary from the mid-1840s, gaining intimate
knowledge of applied science and industrial management.
Self-Help situates achievement in workshops, mines, and
drawing offices, turning engineering narratives into civic
lessons and asserting that competence gained through
apprenticeship and practice could rival birth or patronage.

Mid-Victorian publishing catered to an expanding literate
public. John Murray’s firm specialized in serious works for a
middle-class audience, while circulating libraries like Mudie’s



(founded 1842) and cheap series such as Routledge’s
Railway Library (from 1848) diffused books nationally.
Reviews in major newspapers and quarterlies shaped
reputations, and biography enjoyed sustained popularity as
edifying entertainment. Self-Help fit the conduct-literature
tradition yet modernized it for industrial readers, combining
concise anecdotes with accessible prose. Its reception
reflected a hunger for narratives of practical virtue, and its
portability and price positioned it as a handbook for clerks,
artisans, and aspiring professionals.

Self-Help quickly traveled beyond Britain. In 1871,
Nakamura Masanao published a Japanese translation,
Saigoku risshihen, which became influential in Meiji-era
moral and civic education. Translations appeared across
Europe and the empire, reinforcing liberal ideals of merit
and enterprise. By the late nineteenth century, trade
unionists and social reformers increasingly emphasized
legislation, municipal services, and collective bargaining,
critiquing the sufficiency of individual effort alone. Smiles’s
work nonetheless crystallized the mid-Victorian creed of
character, industry, and voluntary association. It both
mirrors its era’s confidence in self-improvement and, by
minimizing structural remedies, reveals tensions that later
debates on welfare and labor would confront.
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THIS is a revised edition of a book which has already been
received with considerable favour at home and abroad. It
has been reprinted in various forms in America; translations
have appeared in Dutch and French, and others are about to
appear in German and Danish. The book has, doubtless,
proved attractive to readers in different countries by reason
of the variety of anecdotal illustrations of life and character
which it contains, and the interest which all more or less feel
in the labours, the trials, the struggles, and the
achievements of others. No one can be better aware than
the author, of its fragmentary character, arising from the
manner in which it was for the most part originally
composed,—having been put together principally from
jottings made during many years,—intended as readings for
young men, and without any view to publication. The
appearance of this edition has furnished an opportunity for
pruning the volume of some superfluous matter, and
introducing various new illustrations, which will probably be
found of general interest.

In one respect the title of the book, which it is now too
late to alter, has proved unfortunate, as it has led some,
who have judged it merely by the title, to suppose that it
consists of a eulogy of selfishness: the very opposite of what
it really is,—or at least of what the author intended it to be.
Although its chief object unquestionably is to stimulate
youths to apply themselves diligently to right pursuits,—
sparing neither labour, pains, nor self-denial in prosecuting



them,—and to rely upon their own efforts in life, rather than
depend upon the help or patronage of others, it will also be
found, from the examples given of literary and scientific
men, artists, inventors, educators, philanthropists,
missionaries, and martyrs, that the duty of helping one’s
self in the highest sense involves the helping of one’s
neighbours.

It has also been objected to the book that too much
notice is taken in it of men who have succeeded in life by
helping themselves, and too little of the multitude of men
who have failed. “Why should not Failure,” it has been
asked, “have its Plutarch[2] as well as Success?” There is,
indeed, no reason why Failure should not have its Plutarch,
except that a record of mere failure would probably be
found excessively depressing as well as uninstructive
reading. It is, however, shown in the following pages that
Failure is the best discipline of the true worker, by
stimulating him to renewed efforts, evoking his best powers,
and carrying him onward in self-culture, self-control, and
growth in knowledge and wisdom. Viewed in this light,
Failure, conquered by Perseverance, is always full of interest
and instruction, and this we have endeavoured to illustrate
by many examples.

As for Failure per se, although it may be well to find
consolations for it at the close of life, there is reason to
doubt whether it is an object that ought to be set before
youth at the beginning of it. Indeed, “how not to do it” is of
all things the easiest learnt: it needs neither teaching,
effort, self-denial, industry, patience, perseverance, nor
judgment. Besides, readers do not care to know about the



general who lost his battles, the engineer whose engines
blew up, the architect who designed only deformities, the
painter who never got beyond daubs, the schemer who did
not invent his machine, the merchant who could not keep
out of the Gazette[3]. It is true, the best of men may fail, in
the best of causes. But even these best of men did not try
to fail, or regard their failure as meritorious; on the contrary,
they tried to succeed, and looked upon failure as
misfortune. Failure in any good cause is, however,
honourable, whilst success in any bad cause is merely
infamous. At the same time success in the good cause is
unquestionably better than failure. But it is not the result in
any case that is to be regarded so much as the aim and the
effort, the patience, the courage, and the endeavour with
which desirable and worthy objects are pursued;—

“’Tis not in mortals to command success; 
We will do more—deserve it.”

The object of the book briefly is, to re-inculcate these old-
fashioned but wholesome lessons—which perhaps cannot be
too often urged,—that youth must work in order to enjoy,—
that nothing creditable can be accomplished without
application and diligence,—that the student must not be
daunted by difficulties, but conquer them by patience and
perseverance,—and that, above all, he must seek elevation
of character, without which capacity is worthless and
worldly success is naught. If the author has not succeeded
in illustrating these lessons, he can only say that he has
failed in his object.



Among the new passages introduced in the present
edition, may be mentioned the following:—Illustrious
Foreigners of humble origin (pp. 10–12), French Generals
and Marshals risen from the ranks (14), De Tocqueville and
Mutual Help (24), William Lee, M.A., and the Stocking-loom
(42), John Heathcoat, M.P., and the Bobbin-net machine (47),
Jacquard and his Loom (55), Vaucanson (58), Joshua
Heilmann and the Combing-machine (62), Bernard Palissy
and his struggles (69), Böttgher, discoverer of Hard
Porcelain (80), Count de Buffon as Student (104), Cuvier
(128), Ambrose Paré (134), Claud Lorraine (160), Jacques
Callot (162), Benvenuto Cellini (164), Nicholas Poussin
(168), Ary Scheffer (171), the Strutts of Belper (214), Francis
Xavier (238), Napoleon as a man of business (276),
Intrepidity of Deal Boatmen (400), besides numerous other
passages which it is unnecessary to specify.

London, May, 1866.
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THE origin of this book may be briefly told.
Some fifteen years since, the author was requested to

deliver an address before the members of some evening
classes, which had been formed in a northern town for
mutual improvement, under the following circumstances:—

Two or three young men of the humblest rank resolved to
meet in the winter evenings, for the purpose of improving
themselves by exchanging knowledge with each other. Their
first meetings were held in the room of a cottage in which



one of the members lived; and, as others shortly joined
them, the place soon became inconveniently filled. When
summer set in, they adjourned to the cottage garden
outside; and the classes were then held in the open air,
round a little boarded hut used as a garden-house, in which
those who officiated as teachers set the sums, and gave
forth the lessons of the evening. When the weather was
fine, the youths might be seen, until a late hour, hanging
round the door of the hut like a cluster of bees; but
sometimes a sudden shower of rain would dash the sums
from their slates, and disperse them for the evening
unsatisfied.

Winter, with its cold nights, was drawing near, and what
were they to do for shelter? Their numbers had by this time
so increased, that no room of an ordinary cottage could
accommodate them. Though they were for the most part
young men earning comparatively small weekly wages, they
resolved to incur the risk of hiring a room; and, on making
inquiry, they found a large dingy apartment to let, which
had been used as a temporary Cholera Hospital[1]. No
tenant could be found for the place, which was avoided as if
the plague still clung to it. But the mutual improvement
youths, nothing daunted, hired the cholera room at so much
a week, lit it up, placed a few benches and a deal table in it,
and began their winter classes. The place soon presented a
busy and cheerful appearance in the evenings. The teaching
may have been, as no doubt it was, of a very rude and
imperfect sort; but it was done with a will. Those who knew
a little taught those who knew less—improving themselves
while they improved the others; and, at all events, setting



before them a good working example. Thus these youths—
and there were also grown men amongst them—proceeded
to teach themselves and each other, reading and writing,
arithmetic and geography; and even mathematics,
chemistry, and some of the modern languages.

About a hundred young men had thus come together,
when, growing ambitious, they desired to have lectures
delivered to them; and then it was that the author became
acquainted with their proceedings. A party of them waited
on him, for the purpose of inviting him to deliver an
introductory address, or, as they expressed it, “to talk to
them a bit;” prefacing the request by a modest statement of
what they had done and what they were doing. He could not
fail to be touched by the admirable self-helping spirit which
they had displayed; and, though entertaining but slight faith
in popular lecturing, he felt that a few words of
encouragement, honestly and sincerely uttered, might not
be without some good effect. And in this spirit he addressed
them on more than one occasion, citing examples of what
other men had done, as illustrations of what each might, in
a greater or less degree, do for himself; and pointing out
that their happiness and well-being as individuals in after
life, must necessarily depend mainly upon themselves—
upon their own diligent self-culture, self-discipline, and self-
control—and, above all, on that honest and upright
performance of individual duty, which is the glory of manly
character.

There was nothing in the slightest degree new or original
in this counsel, which was as old as the Proverbs of
Solomon, and possibly quite as familiar. But old-fashioned



though the advice may have been, it was welcomed. The
youths went forward in their course; worked on with energy
and resolution; and, reaching manhood, they went forth in
various directions into the world, where many of them now
occupy positions of trust and usefulness. Several years after
the incidents referred to, the subject was unexpectedly
recalled to the author’s recollection by an evening visit from
a young man—apparently fresh from the work of a foundry
—who explained that he was now an employer of labour and
a thriving man; and he was pleased to remember with
gratitude the words spoken in all honesty to him and to his
fellow-pupils years before, and even to attribute some
measure of his success in life to the endeavours which he
had made to work up to their spirit.

The author’s personal interest having in this way been
attracted to the subject of Self-Help, he was accustomed to
add to the memoranda from which he had addressed these
young men; and to note down occasionally in his leisure
evening moments, after the hours of business, the results of
such reading, observation, and experience of life, as he
conceived to bear upon it. One of the most prominent
illustrations cited in his earlier addresses, was that of
George Stephenson, the engineer; and the original interest
of the subject, as well as the special facilities and
opportunities which the author possessed for illustrating Mr.
Stephenson’s life and career, induced him to prosecute it at
his leisure, and eventually to publish his biography. The
present volume is written in a similar spirit, as it has been
similar in its origin. The illustrative sketches of character
introduced, are, however, necessarily less elaborately



treated—being busts rather than full-length portraits, and, in
many of the cases, only some striking feature has been
noted; the lives of individuals, as indeed of nations, often
concentrating their lustre and interest in a few passages.
Such as the book is, the author now leaves it in the hands of
the reader; in the hope that the lessons of industry,
perseverance, and self-culture, which it contains, will be
found useful and instructive, as well as generally
interesting.

London, September, 1859.
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“The worth of a State, in the long run, is the worth of
the individuals composing it.”—J. S. Mill.

“We put too much faith in systems, and look too little
to men.”—B. Disraeli.

“HEAVEN helps those who help themselves[1q]” is a well-
tried maxim, embodying in a small compass the results of
vast human experience. The spirit of self-help is the root of
all genuine growth in the individual; and, exhibited in the
lives of many, it constitutes the true source of national
vigour and strength. Help from without is often enfeebling in
its effects, but help from within invariably invigorates.
Whatever is done for men or classes, to a certain extent
takes away the stimulus and necessity of doing for
themselves; and where men are subjected to over-guidance
and over-government, the inevitable tendency is to render
them comparatively helpless.

Even the best institutions can give a man no active help.
Perhaps the most they can do is, to leave him free to
develop himself and improve his individual condition. But in
all times men have been prone to believe that their
happiness and well-being were to be secured by means of
institutions rather than by their own conduct. Hence the
value of legislation as an agent in human advancement has
usually been much over-estimated. To constitute the
millionth part of a Legislature, by voting for one or two men



experienced advocates who are entitled to wear silk gowns
and take leading roles in important cases.

44 The upper chamber of the UK Parliament which, in the
period described, also sat as the highest court of appeal in
certain legal matters; it historically combined legislative and
judicial functions (the judicial role changed in the 20th–21st
centuries).

45 Refers to the Simplon Pass in the Alps and the road
built across it; Napoleon promoted construction of improved
routes across the Simplon to ease military and commercial
passage through the Alps.

46 The Battle of Meeanee (often spelled Miani) was
fought in Sindh (present-day Pakistan) in February 1843,
when Sir Charles Napier’s forces defeated the Talpur rulers;
it is one of Napier’s best-known engagements in India.

47 A small steam-launch (boat) named 'Birkenhead' that
David Livingstone took to Africa; in the narrative it is
described as having proved unsuccessful and being
replaced at expense quoted in pounds.

48 Hylas is named in the text as an African whose wife
was seized and sent to the Caribbean; apart from this
incident in Sharp’s interventions, Hylas does not appear to
be a widely recorded historical figure and details about him
are limited in surviving sources.

49 An older spelling of Barbados, the Caribbean island
colony where enslaved people were commonly sent for sale
in the 18th century; transatlantic slave voyages to
Barbadoes were part of the British colonial slave trade.

50 A legal order requiring a person detained to be
brought before a court to determine whether the detention



is lawful; in Britain the writ has long been a key protection
against unlawful imprisonment.

51 William Murray, 1st Earl of Mansfield (1705–1793),
was Chief Justice of the King’s Bench and presided over
important 18th-century legal cases, including the Somerset
case that affected the status of slavery in England.

52 The enslaved man at the centre of Somerset v
Stewart (decided 1772), a landmark English legal case in
which Lord Mansfield ruled that slavery had no legal basis in
England, resulting in Somerset’s discharge from detention.

53 A West African colony established in the late 18th
century as a settlement for freed and rescued African former
slaves and Black poor from Britain and elsewhere; Granville
Sharp was one of the early British campaigners involved in
founding such settlements.

54 Refers to Robert Burns (1759–1796), the celebrated
Scottish poet and lyricist known for works such as 'Auld
Lang Syne' and many songs and poems in Scots and
English.

55 This name denotes William Shakespeare (1564–1616),
the English playwright and poet; the spelling in the text is a
variant/misspelling of the familiar form 'Shakespeare'.

56 Edward Bulwer‑Lytton (1803–1873), a British novelist,
playwright and politician, known for popular novels in the
19th century and for coining memorable phrases; he also
served as a Member of Parliament.

57 John Russell, 1st Earl Russell (1792–1878), a leading
Whig/Liberal statesman who served as Prime Minister in the
mid‑19th century and was active on reform and
governmental policy matters.



58 Samuel Drew (1765–1833) was a Cornish shoemaker
who became known for theological and philosophical
writings, achieving recognition despite his humble origins.

59 The historical name for the island now called
Tasmania (Australia); used especially in the period when it
was a British penal colony, the name was officially changed
to Tasmania in 1856.

60 Admiral John Jervis (1735–1823), created Earl St
Vincent after naval successes including the 1797 Battle of
Cape St Vincent, was a senior Royal Navy commander
known for strict discipline and reform in naval
administration.

61 A medieval charter sealed in 1215 (commonly called
Magna Carta) that limited the power of the English king and
established certain legal protections for nobles; it is often
cited as an early foundation for English liberties and
constitutional law.

62 Likely referring to James Brindley (1716–1772), a
prominent English canal engineer, and George Stephenson
(1781–1848), a pioneer of steam locomotives and railways;
both are celebrated for major practical engineering
achievements despite modest formal schooling.

63 Henri-Benjamin Constant (1767–1830) was a Swiss-
born French political thinker, writer, and novelist noted for
liberal political theory and literary works; the text criticizes
his personal conduct despite his intellectual gifts.

64 A novel by Benjamin Constant (published in 1816)
that explores the emotional and moral struggles of its
protagonist and became influential in early 19th-century
European literature.



65 A 19th-century French historian (1795–1856) best
known for works such as The History of the Norman
Conquest, celebrated for his narrative style and
commitment to archival research and patriotic history.

66 Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772–1834) was an English
Romantic poet, critic, and philosopher, known for poems like
'The Rime of the Ancient Mariner' and for his literary
influence, though his career included financial instability
and irregular employment.

67 A leading British chemist (1778–1829) who discovered
several chemical elements, developed the Davy safety lamp
for miners, and was a prominent experimentalist in early
19th-century science.

68 Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811–1896), American author
of Uncle Tom's Cabin, who was influential in 19th‑century
social and abolitionist circles and travelled in Britain; here
she is cited as a conversational partner.

69 John Pounds (c.1766–1839), a Portsmouth cobbler
credited with originating the Ragged Schools by offering free
basic education and clothing to destitute children in the
early 19th century.

70 A mid‑19th‑century British movement of charitable
schools providing free education, food, and clothing to poor
and homeless children often excluded from formal
schooling.

71 Thomas Guthrie (1803–1873), Scottish minister and
social reformer known as a leading advocate of the Ragged
School movement and for campaigning on behalf of the
urban poor.


