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PREFACE
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I send out this little and fragmentary book with the
consciousness that it calls for apology. I have had to write it
hastily during a short period of leave. Yet it touches upon
great subjects which deserve the reverence of leisurely
writing. Ought I not, then, to have waited for the leisure of
days after the war? I think not. Such days may never come.
And, in any case, now is the time for the Church to think
intently about the war and its issues, and to learn from
them. The Church is far more than a department of 'the
services,' the resources of which it is convenient to mobilise
as so much more munition of war. She is the perpetual
protagonist in the world of the Kingdom of God. War for her,
if for nobody else, should be an apocalypse, that is, a vision
of realities for which at all times she is bound to fight, of
which, nevertheless, she is apt to lose sight during the
engrossments of peace. It is as lit up by the cruel light of
war's conflagrations that the things concerning the Kingdom
must be seized anew. If anybody has thoughts which he
feels he must share with others, he should not postpone
doing so. He should communicate his thoughts to others in
order that he may learn from their comments and criticism. I
can claim, whilst asking pardon for whatever may offend in
them, that the thoughts represented by the following pages
have not been come by hastily, but have been growing in
my mind during the long months at the front since the
beginning of the war. They have, so to say, been hammered
out as metal upon the anvil of war.


