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Preface 

This volume seeks to present both sides of the discourse on Indo-Pacific 
geopolitics: the mainstream one—the genesis of which is credited to Japan 
but is lately led by the United States and its friends—and also the other 
led one by China and only mutely joined together by several recipients 
of its largely one-sided trade and investments. Over the years, US-led 
narratives in the name of Free and Open Indo-Pacific have seen China 
heralding its own vision of a shared destiny of humankind and, at least 
indirectly, the Chinese have also begun to engage with the Indo-Pacific 
geopolitics. China, however, remains committed to using the term Asia-
Pacific thereby emphasising the continental perspectives of the region. 

Both these narratives of the US and China remain located in this 
region’s larger drift from the post-World War II geo-strategic US-led 
security architecture of hub-and-spokes to post-Cold War geo-economic 
realignments making China the largest economic partner for most littoral 
nations. No doubt US has also sought to reinforce its economic lead-
ership—from Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation to Trans-Pacific Part-
nership to Indo-Pacific Economic Forum—and China has also made 
inroads in the regional security architecture by building of port facilities— 
from Djibouti to Hambantota, Gwadar, to Solomon Islands—yet the US 
remains the leader in security management while China has emerged as 
the locomotive of regional economic growth and epi-centre for regional 
production and supply chains.
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vi PREFACE

The intriguing question that this volume seeks to explore is how China, 
the main trigger for this combined growth and change—and therefore 
trigger for novel imaginations of this confluence of Pacific and Indian 
Ocean—has largely remained an outlier in US-led mainstream Indo-
Pacific geopolitical discourses? This is where contributors of this volume 
have sought to deconstruct various conceptual and operative outlines of 
both US-led and Chinese narratives to elucidate their overlaps as also their 
distinctive core and its drivers. Do these new outlines emanate from the 
larger drift from the geo-strategic and geo-economic churning and trans-
formations set in motion by this unprecedented economic rise of China? 
Do they also adequately reflect how under President Xi Jinping this 
economic prowess has been used by China in cultivating and expanding 
its political influence which is today guiding and goading the evolving 
future trajectories of the Indo-Pacific geopolitics? 

The economic and the security architecture of the Indo-Pacific, mean-
while, appears bifurcating—led respectively by China and the United 
States—often witnessing eruptions on issues relating to trade, technology 
and Taiwan—which have become all the more complicated by the long-
drawn coronavirus pandemic followed by the Ukraine crisis which have 
further sharpened US-China contestations. For the first time since the end 
of the Cold War, the epi-centre of global powers competition has clearly 
shifted to the Indo-Pacific region igniting a new competition between 
China as the new rising power and an established power ie. the United 
States; and, where the US-led global order finds itself challenged by a 
move towards Pax-Sinica. 

It is evident that ‘China centricity’ of global production and supply 
chains, reinforced through its state-driven project-based infrastructure-
binge is fast diminishing the erstwhile clout of the US. China’s leaders 
have consistently made clear their desire to have their political and 
economic models respected. It has been a consistent feature of Chinese 
foreign policy to push for deference to its ‘core interests’. The multiple 
strands of the Belt and Road Initiative have seen a host of counteracting 
responses including its Indo-Pacific narratives and the Quad initiatives 
among others; the most recent one being the trilateral grouping of 
Australia, the U.K., and the US, viz. the AUKUS. This is where dissecting 
their underlying visions and conceptual constructs become critical to 
understand their evolving mutual policies and perceptions as also their 
global implications.



PREFACE vii

It is in this complex backdrop, that this book seeks to examine the 
evolving contours and dimensions of Western imaginations of China as 
also China’s own response to various Western multilateral initiatives. 
Contributors specifically explicate China’s Indo-Pacific strategies in the 
context of the strategies of United States, Japan, ASEAN, European 
Union, Australia and India. In the second part they specifically explore 
Chinese expositions. Together they seek to reveal how China’s medium-
term strategy envisages a non-hostile external environment in order to 
focus on its core interests; how by reducing dependence of littoral nations 
of the Indo-Pacific region on the United States it seeks to increase 
their engagement with China. China’s expanding economic outreach and 
influence across the Indo-Pacific littorals has likewise provided a new 
boost to US-led expositions and initiatives which are often seen as being 
China-driven thereby inviting intermittent responses from Beijing and this 
action-reaction has become increasingly palpable. It calls for a serious 
debate to scrutinise China’s vision as also its increasing centrality and 
influence in the moulding and unfolding of Indo-Pacific geopolitics. 

New Delhi, India Swaran Singh 
Reena Marwah
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