


John Healy

Insula Sanctorum et
Doctorum; Or, Ireland's
Ancient Schools and Scholars

 

EAN 8596547219897

DigiCat, 2022
Contact: DigiCat@okpublishing.info

mailto:DigiCat@okpublishing.info


TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER I.
CHAPTER II.
CHAPTER III
CHAPTER IV.
CHAPTER V.
CHAPTER VI.
CHAPTER VI—(continued) .
CHAPTER VII.
CHAPTER VIII.
CHAPTER IX.
CHAPTER X.
CHAPTER XI.
CHAPTER XII.
CHAPTER XIII.
CHAPTER XIV.
CHAPTER XV.
CHAPTER XVI.
CHAPTER XVII.
CHAPTER XVIII.
CHAPTER XVIII—(continued) .
CHAPTER XIX.
CHAPTER XX.
CHAPTER XXI.
CHAPTER XXII.
CHAPTER XXII—(continued) .
CHAPTER XXIII.



CHAPTER XXIV.
CHAPTER XXIV—(continued) .
GENERAL INDEX.



 
    



CHAPTER I. PAGE

STATE OF LEARNING IN IRELAND
BEFORE ST. PATRICK.

I.— THE DRUIDS 1

Learning of the Druids 1

Religious Worship 2

Sacrifice of Human Victims 3

Worship of the Elements 3

Enchantments 4

Acquaintance with Letters 4

Sun-Worship 5

II.
— THE BARDS 7

The Files 7

The Ollamh-Poet 7

Historic Poet 8

Neidhe 9

Ollioll Olum 10

Ossian 10

III.
— THE BREHONS 11



Office of Brehon thrown open to
all possessing necessary
qualifications

11

Morann 12

Their Course of Instruction 12

IV.
— THE OGHAM ALPHABET 13

Inscribed Stones 13

Invention of the Ogham 14

Letters of the Ogham Alphabet 15

CHAPTER II.

IRISH SCHOLARS BEFORE ST. PATRICK.

I.— CORMAC MAC ART 16

Battle of Magh Mucruimhe 17

Fenian Militia 18

Finn Mac Cumhail 19

Feis of Tara 19

The Teach Miodhchuarta 21

Writings ascribed to Cormac 23

Saltair of Tara 23



Schools at Tara 23

Book of Aicill 25

Death of Cormac 26

Torna Eigas 28

II.
— SEDULIUS 29

Evidence of Irish Birth 29

Religious Training 32

Writings of Sedulius 35

Carmen Paschale 36

Elegiac Poems 37

III.
— CAELESTIUS AND PELAGIUS 39

Caelestius not an Irishman 39

Pelagius of British Birth, but of
Scottish Origin 40

No evidence to show that
Caelestius was either a Briton or
Scot—His Character

41

CHAPTER III.

LEARNING IN IRELAND IN THE TIME OF
ST. PATRICK.



I.— ST. PATRICK’S EDUCATION 43

Life at Marmoutier 44

St. Germanus of Auxerre 46

Patrick accompanied Germanus on
his journey to Britain, A.D. 429 48

St. Patrick in the Island of Lerins 49

St. Patrick commissioned by St.
Celestine to Preach the Gospel in
Ireland

50

II.
— ST. PATRICK’S LITERARY LABOUR IN IRELAND 50

Arrival in Ireland 50

He lights the Paschal Fire 51

Miraculous Destruction of the two
Chief Druids of Erin 51

Patrick burns the idolatrous books
at Tara and overturns the idols in
Leitrim

52

III.
— ST. PATRICK REFORMS THE BREHON LAWS 52

The Senchus Mor 52

Commission of Nine 53

Benignus 54



Church Organization 55

Friendly Alliance with the Bards 57

Church Music 58

St. Patrick accompanied by
Bishops and Priests in his Mission
to Ireland

59

Synod of Patrick, Auxilius and
Iserninus 60

Holy See Supreme Judge of
Controversies 60

Duties of Ecclesiastical Judges and
Kings 61

Oral Instruction communicated by
St. Patrick to his Disciples during
Missionary Journeys

62

Books used by St. Patrick 63

Elements, or “Alphabets” of
Christian Doctrine 63

Equipment of the young Priest
beginning his Missionary Work 64

Patrick’s Household 65

Patrick’s Artificers 66

CHAPTER IV.



THE WRITINGS OF SAINT PATRICK AND
OF HIS DISCIPLES.

I.— ST. PATRICK’S CONFESSION 67

Evidence in favour of its
authenticity 68

The Saint’s motive in writing it 69

Patrick’s parents in Britain 71

Patrick met opposition in
preaching the Gospel in Ireland 72

II.
— THE EPISTLE TO COROTICUS 73

III.
— THE LORICA, OR THE DEER’S CRY 75

IV.
— SECHNALL’S HYMN OF ST. PATRICK 77

Secundinus 77

Sechnall, son of Patrick’s sister,
Darerca 79

Sechnall’s father 79

V.— THE HYMN Sancti Venite 80

St. Sechnall the first Christian Poet
in Erin 81

VI.
—

ST. FIACC OF SLETTY 81



Fiacc receives grade or orders 83

He founds two Churches 83

Fiacc’s Metrical Life of St. Patrick 85

VII.
— THE SAYINGS OF SAINT PATRICK 87

VIII.
— THE Tripartite Life of St. Patrick 88

Its date and authorship 89

CHAPTER V.

IRISH MONASTIC SCHOOLS IN GENERAL.

I.— GENERAL VIEW OF AN IRISH MONASTERY 91

Monasticism always existed and
always will exist in the Church 92

St. Martin of Tours, the Father of
Monasticism in Gaul 93

II.
— THE BUILDINGS 94

Cells of the Monks 95

Monastic Hospitality 96

III.
— DISCIPLINE 97

The Abbot 98



The Monastic Family 99

The Rule 99

Food 101

Ordinary Dress 102

IV.
— THE DAILY LABOUR OF THE MONASTERY 102

Religious Exercises 103

Study 103

Writing 104

Manual Labour 104

Church Furniture 105

V.— THE THREE ORDERS OF IRISH SAINTS 106

CHAPTER VI.

SCHOOLS OF THE FIFTH CENTURY.

I.— THE SCHOOLS OF ARMAGH 110

Emania 111

Daire 111

Patrick founds Armagh 112

Ecclesiastical Buildings at Armagh 113



St. Benignus 114

Death of Benignus 116

The Book of Rights attributed to
Benignus 116

The School of Armagh, primarily a
great Theological Seminary 117

The Moralia of St. Gregory the
Great 117

Gildas the Wise 118

His Destruction of Britain 119

English Students at Armagh 119

Churches and Schools of Armagh
burned and plundered between
A.D. 670 and 1179

120

Imar O’Hagan 121

The Book of Armagh 122

The Mac Moyres 124

II.
— THE SCHOOL OF KILDARE 125

St. Brigid 125

St. Mathona 126

St. Ita 127



St. Brigid born at Faughart 128

Events of her marvellous history 129

Brigid’s religious vows 130

Brigid founds Kildare 130

Brigid the “Mary of Ireland” 131

Monastery of Men at Kildare 132

St. Conlaeth 132

St. Ninnidhius 132

Great Church of Kildare 133

Six Lives of St. Brigid 133

St. Brogan Cloen 134

Cogitosus 135

Round Tower of Kildare 138

Perpetual fire of Kildare 138

Art of Illumination in the Monastic
Schools of Kildare 139

The Book of Leinster 140

CHAPTER VII.

MINOR MONASTIC SCHOOLS OF THE
FIFTH CENTURY.



I.— THE SCHOOL OF NOENDRUM 141

St. Mochae 141

St. Colman of Dromore 143

Mochae of Noendrum enchanted
for 150 years by the song of a
Blackbird

144

II.
— THE SCHOOL OF LOUTH 145

St. Mochta 145

School founded 147

The Druid Hoam 147

Book of Cuana 149

III.
— THE SCHOOL OF EMLY 149

St. Ailbe 149

Pre-Patrician Bishops in Ireland 150

Life of St. Ailbe of Emly 151

Ailbe preached the Gospel in
Connaught 152

Life of St. Declan 153

Sts. Ciaran, Ailbe, Declan, and Ibar
yield subjection and supremacy to
Patrick

153



Difficulties against the
authenticity of the Lives of St.
Ciaran, St. Declan, and St. Ailbe

155

IV.
— ST. IBAR 155

Beg-Eri 156

School of Beg-Eri 157

Beg-Eri no longer an Island 158

V.— EARLY SCHOOLS IN THE WEST OF IRELAND 159

College at Cluainfois 160

School of St. Asicus of Elphin 161

CHAPTER VIII.

SCHOOLS OF THE SIXTH CENTURY.
THE MONASTIC SCHOOL OF ST. ENDA

OF ARAN.

I.— LIFE OF ST. ENDA OF ARAN 163

Monastic Character of the Early
Irish Church 163

Family of St. Enda 164

His Sister, St. Fanchea 165

He goes to Candida Casa 167

Goes to Aran 169



II.
— THE ISLES OF ARAN 169

Aran Mor 170

III.
— PAGAN REMAINS IN THE ISLES OF ARAN 172

Dun Ængusa 173

Dun Conchobhair 175

These Islands in ancient times the
stronghold of a Warrior Race 176

IV.
— CHRISTIAN ARAN OF ST. ENDA 177

The Curragh Stone 177

Enda founded his First Monastery
at Killeany 177

Scholars of St. Enda 178

Columba and Ciaran at Aran 179

The Life of Enda and his Monks,
simple and austere 180

V.— ANCIENT CHURCHES IN ARAN 181

Churches in Townland of Killeany 181

Telagh-Enda 182

The “Seven Churches” 182



The Tomb of St. Brecan 183

The Septem Romani 184

Ruins at Kilmurvey 185

Tempull na-Cheathair-Aluinn 186

CHAPTER IX.

THE SCHOOL OF ST. FINNIAN OF
CLONARD.

I.— PRELIMINARY SKETCH OF CHRISTIAN
SCHOOLS

188

The First Christian Schools 188

Schools of the Pagans 189

Episcopal Schools 190

School founded by John Cassian
near Marseilles 190

Monastery of Lerins 192

II.
— ST. FINNIAN OF CLONARD 193

Finnian’s birth 194

Goes to Britain 195

Dubricius 196

St. David 196



Cathmael 197

Finnian returns to Erin 198

III.
— THE SCHOOL OF CLONARD 199

Scholars of Clonard 201

Instruction altogether oral 202

Knowledge of the Sacred
Scriptures 203

“Tutor of the Saints of Ireland” 203

Remains at Clonard 205

St. Aileran the Wise 206

CHAPTER X.

THE SCHOOL OF CLONFERT.

I.— ST. BRENDAN OF CLONFERT 209

Fostered by St. Ita 211

Brendan’s progress in learning
under St. Erc 211

Seminary at Cluainfois 212

Brendan’s Rule 213

St. Brendan’s Oratory on the
summit of Brandon Hill 214



Brendan’s Voyages 215

He goes to Britain 217

The Cursing of Tara 218

He founds the Monastery of
Inchiquin 219

Founds Clonfert 220

Death of Brendan 221

II.
— ST. MOINENN 222

St. Fintan 224

The Abbot Seanach Garbh 225

St. Fursey 226

Birth of Fursey 227

III.
—

ST. CUMMIAN THE TALL, BISHOP OF
CLONFERT

228

Birth of Cummian 229

Pupil of St. Finbar 230

Cummian and King Domhnall 232

Paschal Controversy 233

The Irish Usage 234

Main charge brought against the 235



Irish

A National Synod at Magh Lene 236

Cummian’s Paschal Epistle 237

He appeals to the authority of the
Church 238

Quotes the Synodical Decrees of
St. Patrick 239

The Liber de Mensura
Poenitentiarum 240

IV.
— SUBSEQUENT HISTORY OF CLONFERT 242

Turgesius and the Danes 242

Old Cathedral of Clonfert 243

CHAPTER XI.

THE SCHOOL OF MOVILLE.

I.— ST. FINNIAN OF MOVILLE 245

His Boyhood and Education 246

Candida Casa 246

Finnian at Candida Casa 247

He goes to Rome 248

Returns to Ireland and founds a 249



School at Moville

Columcille’s Copy of St. Finnian’s
Psaltery 251

The Cathach 252

St. Finnian’s Rule 253

His Death 254

The Hymn of St. Colman 255

II.
— MARIANUS SCOTUS 256

CHAPTER XII.

THE SCHOOL OF CLONMACNOISE.

I.— ST. CIARAN OF CLONMACNOISE 258

Clonmacnoise 258

St. Ciaran at the School of Clonard 259

He goes to Aran 260

Visits St. Senan at Scattery 261

Founds Churches at Isell Ciaran
and Hare Island, and the
Monastery at Clonmacnoise

261

Origin of the Diocese of
Clonmacnoise 262



Death of St. Ciaran 263

Festival of St. Ciaran 264

The Eclais Beg 265

II.
— THE RUINED CHURCHES AT CLONMACNOISE 266

Round Tower 267

O’Rourke’s Tower 268

De Lacy’s Castle 269

Inscribed Tombstones 269

III.
— THE SCHOLARS OF CLONMACNOISE 270

Grants to the School of
Clonmacnoise 271

Colgan, or Colgu the Wise 272

Alcuin 272

The Ferleginds 273

The Prayer of St. Colgu 273

Scuap Chrabhaigh 274

Plundered by the Danes 274

Felim Mac Criffan 275

IV. ANNALISTS OF CLONMACNOISE 276



—

Tighernach 276

Chronicon Scotorum 278

Gilla-Christ O’Maeileon 279

Annals of Clonmacnoise 279

V.— THE “LEABHAR-NA-H-UIDHRE” 280

Conn-na-m-Bocht 280

VI.
— DICUIL, THE GEOGRAPHER 281

The De Mensura Orbis Terrarum 281

His Learning 284

Irish Pilgrimage to Jerusalem 285

The “Barns of Joseph” 286

Dicuil’s reference to Iceland 287

Love of the Ancient Irish Monks for
island solitudes 288

Iceland and the Faroe Isles
occupied by Irish Monks prior to
discovery of these islands by the
Danes

289

Dicuil’s testimony that Sedulius
was an Irishman 290



CHAPTER XIII.

THE COLUMBIAN SCHOOLS IN IRELAND.

I.— ST. COLUMBA’S EDUCATION 291

St. Columba, a typical Celt 291

Early History 292

Goes to the School of St. Finnian
at Moville 294

Columba at the School of Clonard 295

Columba at Glasnevin 296

He returns to his native territory 297

II.
— COLUMBA FOUNDS DERRY 298

Columcille’s original Church 298

Personal description of Columba 299

III.
— THE SCHOOLS OF DURROW AND KELLS 301

Columba founded the Monastery
of Durrow 301

Interesting incidents 302

Cormac Ua Liathain 303

The Book of Durrow 304



Ancient remains at Durrow 305

Assassination of De Lacy 306

IV.
— THE FOUNDATION OF KELLS 306

King Diarmait 306

St. Columba’s House 308

Round Tower of Kells 309

Book of Kells 309

This MS. caused the Battle of Cuil-
Dreimhne 310

Columba’s departure from Derry 312

Port-a-Churraich 314

CHAPTER XIV.

THE COLUMBIAN SCHOOL IN ALBA.

I.— IONA 315

Columba settles in Iona 316

Reilig Odhran 317

Columba’s Monasteries 318

Scribes in Iona 319

Rule in Iona 319



II.
— COLUMBA PROTECTS THE BARDS 320

Threatened destruction of the
Bards 320

Convention of Drumceat 321

Columba’s defence of the Bards 322

The Bardic Schools 323

III.
— DEATH OF COLUMBA 324

IV.
— WRITINGS OF COLUMBA 326

The Altus Prosator 327

In te Christe 328

Noli Pater 328

Irish Poems attributed to
Columcille 329

Columba’s Prophecies 329

V.
— LIVES OF COLUMCILLE 330

VI.
— OTHER SCHOLARS OF IONA 331

Baithen 331

Death of Baithen 333



Laisren 333

Seghine 333

Suibhne 334

Cuimine the Fair 334

VII.
— ADAMNAN, NINTH ABBOT OF HY 335

Greek Tongue taught in the School
of Hy 1170 years ago 336

Adamnan’s Birth 336

His Parentage 337

King Finnachta 337

Adamnan goes to Iona 338

Vita Columbae 339

Adamnan introduces the new
Paschal observance into Ireland 341

Dispute between Adamnan and
Finnachta 342

Canon of Adamnan 342

Death of Adamnan—relics
transferred to Ireland 343

Adamnan’s writings 344



De Locis Sanctis 344

Expulsion of the Columbian Monks
by the Pictish King Nectan 345

The “Gentiles” make their first
descent on the Hebrides 346

Martyrdom of St. Blaithmac 347

The Rule of Columba 347

CHAPTER XV.

THE LATER COLUMBIAN SCHOOLS IN
IRELAND.

I.
— KELLS HEAD OF THE COLUMBIAN HOUSES 348

Kells pillaged by the Danes 348

The Cathach 348

II.
— MARIANUS SCOTUS 349

Commentaries on the Epistles of
St. Paul 351

III.
— THE LATER SCHOOL OF DERRY 352

The Ua Brolchain 352

St. Maelisa O’Brolchain 353


