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O
sofskyGilbert Osofsky (1935–1974) received his undergraduate 

degree in 1956 from Brooklyn College, an M.A. in 1958
from New York University, and in 1963 he received a Ph.D. 
at Columbia University in History.  He was Professor of Black
History at the University of Illinois, Chicago Circle at the time 
of his death.  His other books are Harlem: The Making of a
Ghetto and The Burden of Race: A Documentary of Negro
White Relations in America.

In Puttin’ on Ole Massa he has edited clearly the autobiographies 
of Henry Bibb, William Wells Brown, and Solomon Northrup
that tell of their time as slaves before the Civil War.  His superb  
introduction is a great help for understanding how these narratives 
were written.  Together they help us see how the slavery culture in 
America continues to affect us all today.

The Advanced Reasoning Forum is pleased to
             make available this reproduction of the 1969 text.

Advanced Reasoning Forum 
                                                 P.O. Box 635
                                  Socorro, NM  87801  USA   

 www.AdvancedReasoningForum.org



Puttin’ on Ole Massa





   Puttin’ on Ole Massa

The Slave Narratives of 
Henry Bibb,

William Wells Brown, 
and Solomon Northup

        Gilbert Osofsky
       editor

An exact reproduction of the text
originally published by
Harper & Row in 1969.

Advanced Reasoning Forum



For my kids, Lisa and Judith,
           and all kids who ask why? and how?

Advanced Reasoning Forum
P. O. Box 635 

Socorro, NM  87801   USA

www.AdvancedReasoningForum.org

reprinted by permission of
the estate of Gilbert Osofsky

978-1-938421-70-9  paperback

978-1-938421-71-6  e-book




















































