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PREFACE
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European history has been written in terms of nationality
and of language, but never before in terms of race; yet race
has played a far larger part than either language or
nationality in moulding the destinies of men; race implies
heredity and heredity implies all the moral, social and
intellectual characteristics and traits which are the springs
of politics and government.

Quite independently and unconsciously the author, never
before a historian, has turned this historical sketch into the
current of a great biological movement, which may be
traced back to the teachings of Galton and Weismann,
beginning in the last third of the nineteenth century. This
movement has compelled us to recognize the superior force
and stability of heredity, as being more enduring and potent
than environment. This movement is also a reaction from
the teachings of Hippolyte Taine among historians and of
Herbert Spencer among biologists, because it proves that
environment and in the case of man, education, have an
immediate, apparent and temporary influence, while
heredity has a deep, subtle and permanent influence on the
actions of men.

Thus the racial history of Europe, which forms the
author’s main outline and subject and which is wholly
original in treatment, might be paraphrased as the heredity
history of Europe. It is history as influenced by the
hereditary impulses, predispositions and tendencies which,
as highly distinctive racial traits, date back many thousands



of years and were originally formed when man was still in
the tribal state, long before the advent of civilization.

In the author’s opening chapters these traits and
tendencies are commented upon as they are observed to-
day under the varying influences of migration and changes
of social and physical environment. In the chapters relating
to the racial history of Europe we enter a new and
fascinating field of study, which I trust the author himself
may some day expand into a longer story. There is no
gainsaying that this is the correct scientific method of
approaching the problem of the past.

The moral tendency of the heredity interpretation of
history is for our day and generation and is in strong accord
with the true spirit of the modern eugenics movement in
relation to patriotism, namely, the conservation and
multiplication for our country of the best spiritual, moral,
intellectual and physical forces of heredity; thus only will the
integrity of our institutions be maintained in the future.
These divine forces are more or less sporadically distributed
in all races, some of them are found in what we call the
lowest races, some are scattered widely throughout
humanity, but they are certainly more widely and uniformly
distributed in some races than in others.

Thus conservation of that race which has given us the
true spirit of Americanism is not a matter either of racial
pride or of racial prejudice; it is a matter of love of country,
of a true sentiment which is based upon knowledge and the
lessons of history rather than upon the sentimentalism
which is fostered by ignorance. If I were asked: What is the
greatest danger which threatens the American republic to-



day? I would certainly reply: The gradual dying out among
our people of those hereditary traits through which the
principles of our religious, political and social foundations
were laid down and their insidious replacement by traits of
less noble character.
Henry Fairfield Osborn.

July 13, 1916.
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History is repeating itself in America at the present time
and incidentally is giving a convincing demonstration of the
central thought in this volume, namely, that heredity and
racial predisposition are stronger and more stable than
environment and education.

Whatever may be its intellectual, its literary, its artistic or
its musical aptitudes, as compared with other races, the
Anglo-Saxon branch of the Nordic race is again showing
itself to be that upon which the nation must chiefly depend
for leadership, for courage, for loyalty, for unity and
harmony of action, for self-sacrifice and devotion to an ideal.
Not that members of other races are not doing their part,
many of them are, but in no other human stock which has
come to this country is there displayed the unanimity of
heart, mind and action which is now being displayed by the
descendants of the blue eyed, fair-haired peoples of the
north of Europe. In a recent journey in northern California
and Oregon I noted that, in the faces of the regiments which
were first to leave for the city of New York and later that, in
the wonderful array of young men at Plattsburg, the Anglo-
Saxon type was clearly dominant over every other and the
purest members of this type largely outnumbered the
others. In northern California I saw a great regiment detrain
and with one or two exceptions they were all native
Americans, descendants of the English, Scotch and north of
Ireland men who founded the State of Oregon in the first
half of the nineteenth century. At Plattsburg fair hair and



blue eyes were very noticeable, much more so than in any
ordinary crowds of American collegians as seen assembled
in our universities.

It should be remembered also that many of the dark-
haired, dark-eyed youths of Plattsburg and other volunteer
training camps are often three-fourths or seven-eighths
Nordic, because it only requires a single dark-eyed ancestor
to lend the dark hair and eye color to an otherwise pure
Nordic strain. There is a clear differentiation between the
original Nordic, the Alpine and the Mediterranean strains;
but where physical characters and characteristics are partly
combined in a mosaic, and to a less degree are blended, it
requires long experience to judge which strain dominates.

With a race having these predispositions, extending back
to the very beginnings of European history, there is no
hesitation or even waiting for conscription and the sad
thought was continually in my mind in California, in Oregon
and in Plattsburg that again this race was passing, that this
war will take a very heavy toll of this strain of Anglo-Saxon
life which has played so large a part in American history.

War is in the highest sense dysgenic rather than eugenic.
It is destructive of the best strains, spiritually, morally and
physically. For the world’s future the destruction of wealth is
a small matter compared with the destruction of the best
human strains, for wealth can be renewed while these
strains of the real human aristocracy once lost are lost
forever. In the new world that we are working and fighting
for, the world of liberty, of justice and of humanity, we shall
save democracy only when democracy discovers its own
aristocracy as in the days when our Republic was founded.
Henry Fairfield Osborn.



December, 1917.
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The following pages are devoted to an attempt to
elucidate the meaning of history in terms of race; that is, by
the physical and psychical characters of the inhabitants of
Europe instead of by their political grouping or by their
spoken language. Practically all historians, while using the
word race, have relied on tribal or national names as its sole
definition. The ancients, like the moderns, in determining
ethnical origin did not look beyond a man’s name, language
or country and the actual information furnished by classic
literature on the subject of physical characters is limited to
a few scattered and often obscure remarks.

Modern anthropology has demonstrated that racial lines
are not only absolutely independent of both national and
linguistic groupings, but that in many cases these racial
lines cut through them at sharp angles and correspond
closely with the divisions of social cleavage. The great
lesson of the science of race is the immutability of
somatological or bodily characters, with which is closely
associated the immutability of psychical predispositions and
impulses. This continuity of inheritance has a most
important bearing on the theory of democracy and still more
upon that of socialism, for it naturally tends to reduce the
relative importance of environment. Those engaged in social
uplift and in revolutionary movements are therefore usually
very intolerant of the limitations imposed by heredity.
Discussion of these limitations is also most offensive to the
advocates of the obliteration, under the guise of



internationalism, of all existing distinctions based on
nationality, language, race, religion and class. Those
individuals who have neither country, nor flag, nor
language, nor class, nor even surnames of their own and
who can only acquire them by gift or assumption, very
naturally decry and sneer at the value of these attributes of
the higher types.

Democratic theories of government in their modern form
are based on dogmas of equality formulated some hundred
and fifty years ago and rest upon the assumption that
environment and not heredity is the controlling factor in
human development. Philanthropy and noble purpose
dictated the doctrine expressed in the Declaration of
Independence, the document which to-day constitutes the
actual basis of American institutions. The men who wrote
the words, “we hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal,” were themselves the owners of
slaves and despised Indians as something less than human.
Equality in their minds meant merely that they were just as
good Englishmen as their brothers across the sea. The
words “that all men are created equal” have since been
subtly falsified by adding the word “free,” although no such
expression is found in the original document and the
teachings based on these altered words in the American
public schools of to-day would startle and amaze the men
who formulated the Declaration.

It will be necessary for the reader to divest his mind of all
preconceptions as to race, since modern anthropology,
when applied to history, involves an entire change of
definition. We must, first of all, realize that race pure and



simple, the physical and psychical structure of man, is
something entirely distinct from either nationality or
language. Furthermore, race lies at the base of all the
manifestation of modern society, just as it has done
throughout the unrecorded eons of the past and the laws of
nature operate with the same relentless and unchanging
force in human affairs as in the phenomena of inanimate
nature.

The antiquity of existing European populations, viewed in
the light thrown upon their origins by the discoveries of the
last few decades, enables us to carry back history and
prehistory into periods so remote that the classic world is
but of yesterday. The living peoples of Europe consist of
layer upon layer of diverse racial elements in varying
proportions and historians and anthropologists, while
studying these populations, have been concerned chiefly
with the recent strata and have neglected the more ancient
and submerged types.

Aboriginal populations from time immemorial have been
again and again swamped under floods of newcomers and
have disappeared for a time from historic view. In the course
of centuries, however, these primitive elements have slowly
reasserted their physical type and have gradually bred out
their conquerors, so that the racial history of Europe has
been in the past, and is to-day, a story of the repression and
resurgence of ancient races.

Invasions of new races have ordinarily arrived in
successive waves, the earlier ones being quickly absorbed
by the conquered, while the later arrivals usually maintain
longer the purity of their type. Consequently the more



recent elements are found in a less mixed state than the
older and the more primitive strata of the population always
contain physical traits derived from still more ancient
predecessors.

Man has inhabited Europe in some form or other for
hundreds of thousands of years and during all this lapse of
time the population has been as dense as the food supply
permitted. Tribes in the hunting stage are necessarily of
small size, no matter how abundant the game and in the
Paleolithic period man probably existed only in specially
favorable localities and in relatively small communities.

In the Neolithic and Bronze periods domesticated animals
and the knowledge of agriculture, although of primitive
character, afforded an enlarged food supply and the
population in consequence greatly increased. The lake
dwellers of the Neolithic were, for example, relatively
numerous. With the clearing of the forests and the draining
of the swamps during the Middle Ages and, above all, with
the industrial expansion of the last century the population
multiplied with great rapidity. We can, of course, form little
or no estimate of the numbers of the Paleolithic population
of Europe and not much more of those of Neolithic times,
but even the latter must have been very small in
comparison with the census of to-day.

Some conception of the growth of population in recent
times may be based on the increase in England. It has been
computed that Saxon England at the time of the Conquest
contained about 1,500,000 inhabitants, at the time of
Queen Elizabeth the population was about 4,000,000, while



in 1911 the census gave for the same area some
35,000,000.

The immense range of the subject of race in connection
with history from its nebulous dawn and the limitations of
space, require that generalizations must often be stated
without mention of exceptions. These sweeping statements
may even appear to be too bold, but they rest, to the best
of the writer’s belief, upon solid foundations of facts or else
are legitimate conclusions from evidence now in hand. In a
science as recent as modern anthropology, new facts are
constantly revealed and require the modification of existing
hypotheses. The more the subject is studied, the more
provisional even the best-sustained theory appears, but
modern research opens a vista of vast interest and
significance to man, now that we have discarded the
shackles of former false viewpoints and are able to discern,
even though dimly, the solution of many of the problems of
race. In the future new data will inevitably expand and
perhaps change our ideas, but such facts as are now in hand
and the conclusions based thereupon are provisionally set
forth in the following chapters and necessarily often in a
dogmatic form.

The statements relating to time have presented the
greatest difficulty, as the authorities differ widely, but the
dates have been fixed with extreme conservatism and the
writer believes that whatever changes in them are hereafter
required by further investigation and study, will result in
pushing them back and not forward in prehistory. The dates
given in the chapter on “Paleolithic Man” are frankly taken
from the most recent authority on this subject, “The Men of



the Old Stone Age,” by Prof. Henry Fairfield Osborn and the
writer desires to take this opportunity to acknowledge his
great indebtedness to this source of information, as well as
to Mr. M. Taylor Pyne and to Mr. Charles Stewart Davison for
their assistance and many helpful suggestions.

The author also wishes to acknowledge his obligation to
Prof. William Z. Ripley’s “The Races of Europe,” which
contains a large array of anthropological measurements,
maps and type portraits, providing valuable data for the
present distribution of the three primary races of Europe.

The American Geographical Society and its staff,
particularly Mr. Leon Dominian, have also been of great help
in the preparation of the maps herein contained and this
occasion is taken by the writer to express his appreciation
for their assistance.
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The addition of a Documentary Supplement to the latest
revision of this book has been made in response to a
persistent demand for “authorities.”

The author has endeavored to make the references and
quotations in this Supplement very full and, so far as
possible, interesting in themselves as well as entirely
distinct from the text, which stands substantially
unchanged, and the authorities quoted are not necessarily
the sources of the views herein expressed but more often
are given in support of them. The contents of the book,
since its first appearance, have had the advantage of the
criticism of virtually every anthropologist in America and in
England, France and Italy—many of whom have furnished
the author with valuable corroborative material. Some of
this material appears in the notes, but accessible authorities
and the classical writers have been given the more
prominent place. The supplement covered, as first prepared,
substantially every statement in the book, but much was
afterward omitted because it would seem that some things
could be taken without proof.

“The Passing of the Great Race,” in its original form, was
designed by the author to rouse his fellow-Americans to the
overwhelming importance of race and to the folly of the
“Melting Pot” theory, even at the expense of bitter
controversy. This purpose has been accomplished
thoroughly, and one of the most far-reaching effects of the



doctrines enunciated in this volume and in the discussions
that followed its publication was the decision of the
Congress of the United States to adopt discriminatory and
restrictive measures against the immigration of undesirable
races and peoples.

Another of the results has been the publication in
America and Europe of a series of books and articles more
or less anthropological in character which have sustained or
controverted its main theme. The new definition of race and
the controlling rôle played by race in all the manifestations
of what we call civilization are now generally accepted even
by those whose political position depends upon popular
favor.

It was to be expected that there would be bitter
opposition to those definitions of race which are based on
physical and psychical characters that are immutable,
rather than upon those derived from language or political
allegiance, that are easily altered.

To admit the unchangeable differentiation of race in its
modern scientific meaning is to admit inevitably the
existence of superiority in one race and of inferiority in
another. Such an admission we can hardly expect from
those of inferior races. These inferior races and classes are
prompt to recognize in such an admission the very real
danger to themselves of being relegated again to their
former obscurity and subordinate position in society. The
favorite defense of these inferior classes is an unqualified
denial of the existence of fixed inherited qualities, either
physical or spiritual, which cannot be obliterated or greatly
modified by a change of environment. Failing in this, as they



must necessarily fail, they point out the presence of mixed
or intermediate types, and claim that in these mixtures, or
blends as they choose to call them, the higher type tends to
predominate. In fact, of course, the exact opposite is the
case and it is scarcely necessary to cite the universal
distrust, often contempt, that the half-breed between two
sharply contrasted races inspires the world over. Belonging
physically and spiritually to the lower race, but aspiring to
recognition as one of the higher race, the unfortunate
mongrel, in addition to a disharmonic physique, often
inherits from one parent an unstable brain which is
stimulated and at times overexcited by flashes of brilliancy
from the other. The result is a total lack of continuity of
purpose, an intermittent intellect goaded into spasmodic
outbursts of energy. Physical and psychical disharmonies are
common among crosses between Indians, negroes and
whites, but where the parents are more closely related
racially we often obtain individuals occupying the border-
land between genius and insanity.

The essential character of all these racial mixtures is a
lack of harmony—both physical and mental—in the first few
generations. Then, if the strain survives, it is by the slow
reversion to one of the parent types—almost inevitably the
lower.

The temporary advantage of mere numbers enjoyed by
the inferior classes in modern democracies can only be
made permanent by the destruction of superior types—by
massacre, as in Russia, or by taxation, as in England. In the
latter country the financial burdens of the war and the
selfish interests of labor have imposed such a load of



taxation upon the upper and middle classes that marriage
and children are becoming increasingly burdensome.

The best example of complete elimination of a dominant
class is in Santo Domingo. The horrors of the black revolt
were followed by the slow death of the culture of the white
man. This history should be studied carefully because it
gives in prophetic form the sequence of events that we may
expect to find in Mexico and in parts of South America
where the replacement of the higher type by the resurgent
native is taking place.

In the countries inhabited by a population more or less
racially uniform the phenomenon of the multiplication of the
inferior classes fostered and aided by the noble but fatuous
philanthropy of the well-to-do everywhere appears. Nature’s
laws when unchecked maintain a relatively fixed ratio
between the classes, which is greatly impaired in modern
society by humanitarian and charitable activities. The
resurgence of inferior races and classes throughout not
merely Europe but the world, is evident in every despatch
from Egypt, Ireland, Poland, Rumania, India and Mexico. It is
called nationalism, patriotism, freedom and other high-
sounding names, but it is everywhere the phenomenon of
the long-suppressed, conquered servile classes rising
against the master race. The late Peloponnesian War in the
world at large, like the Civil War in America, has shattered
the prestige of the white race and it will take several
generations and perhaps wars to recover its former control,
if it ever does regain it. The danger is from within and not
from without. Neither the black, nor the brown, nor the
yellow, nor the red will conquer the white in battle. But if the



valuable elements in the Nordic race mix with inferior
strains or die out through race suicide, then the citadel of
civilization will fall for mere lack of defenders.

One of the curious effects of democracy is the
unquestionable fact that there is less freedom of the press
than under autocratic forms of government. It is well-nigh
impossible to publish in the American newspapers any
reflection upon certain religions or races which are
hysterically sensitive even when mentioned by name. The
underlying idea seems to be that if publication can be
suppressed the facts themselves will ultimately disappear.
Abroad, conditions are fully as bad, and we have the
authority of one of the most eminent anthropologists in
France that the collection of anthropological measurements
and data among French recruits at the outbreak of the Great
War was prevented by Jewish influence, which aimed to
suppress any suggestion of racial differentiation in France.
In the United States also, during the war, we were unable to
obtain complete measurements and data, in spite of the
self-devotion of certain scientists, like Drs. Davenport,
Sullivan and others. This failure was due to lack of time and
equipment and not to racial influences, but in the near
future we may confidently expect in this country strenuous
opposition to any public discussion of race as such.

The rapidly growing appreciation of the importance of
race during the last few years, the study of the influence of
race on nationality as shown by the after-war disputes over
boundaries, the increasing complexity of our own problems
between the whites and blacks, between the Americans and
Japs, and between the native Americans and the



hyphenated aliens in our midst upon whom we have
carelessly urged citizenship, and, above all, the recognition
that the leaders of labor and their more zealous followers
are almost all foreigners, have served to arouse Americans
to a realization of the menace of the impending Migration of
Peoples through unrestrained freedom of entry here. The
days of the Civil War and the provincial sentimentalism
which governed or misgoverned our public opinion are past,
and this generation must completely repudiate the proud
boast of our fathers that they acknowledged no distinction
in “race, creed, or color,” or else the native American must
turn the page of history and write:
“FINIS AMERICÆ”
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Failure to recognize the clear distinction between race
and nationality and the still greater distinction between race
and language and the easy assumption that the one is
indicative of the other have been in the past serious
impediments to an understanding of racial values.
Historians and philologists have approached the subject
from the viewpoint of linguistics and as a result we are to-
day burdened with a group of mythical races, such as the
Latin, the Aryan, the Indo-Germanic, the Caucasian and,
perhaps, most inconsistent of all, the Celtic race.

Man is an animal differing from his fellow inhabitants of
the globe not in kind but only in degree of development and
an intelligent study of the human species must be preceded
by an extended knowledge of other mammals, especially
the primates. Instead of such essential training,
anthropologists often seek to qualify by research in
linguistics, religion or marriage customs or in designs of
pottery or blanket weaving, all of which relate to ethnology



alone. As a result the influence of environment is often
overestimated and overstated at the expense of heredity.

The question of race has been further complicated by the
effort of old-fashioned theologians to cramp all mankind into
the scant six thousand years of Hebrew chronology as
expounded by Archbishop Ussher. Religious teachers have
also maintained the proposition not only that man is
something fundamentally distinct from other living
creatures, but that there are no inherited differences in
humanity that cannot be obliterated by education and
environment.

It is, therefore, necessary at the outset for the reader to
appreciate thoroughly that race, language and nationality
are three separate and distinct things and that in Europe
these three elements are found only occasionally persisting
in combination, as in the Scandinavian nations.

To realize the transitory nature of political boundaries one
has but to consider the changes which have occurred during
the past century and as to language, here in America we
hear daily the English language spoken by many men who
possess not one drop of English blood and who, a few years
since, knew not one word of Saxon speech.

As a result of certain religious and social doctrines, now
happily becoming obsolete, race consciousness has been
greatly impaired among civilized nations but in the
beginning all differences of class, of caste and of color
marked actual lines of race cleavage.

In many countries the existing classes represent races
that were once distinct. In the city of New York and
elsewhere in the United States there is a native American



aristocracy resting upon layer after layer of immigrants of
lower races and these native Americans, while, of course,
disclaiming the distinction of a patrician class and lacking in
class consciousness and class dignity, have, nevertheless,
up to this time supplied the leaders in thought and in the
control of capital as well as of education and of the religious
ideals and altruistic bias of the community.

In the democratic forms of government the operation of
universal suffrage tends toward the selection of the average
man for public office rather than the man qualified by birth,
education and integrity. How this scheme of administration
will ultimately work out remains to be seen but from a racial
point of view it will inevitably increase the preponderance of
the lower types and cause a corresponding loss of efficiency
in the community as a whole.

The tendency in a democracy is toward a standardization
of type and a diminution of the influence of genius. A
majority must of necessity be inferior to a picked minority
and it always resents specializations in which it cannot
share. In the French Revolution the majority, calling itself
“the people,” deliberately endeavored to destroy the higher
type and something of the same sort was in a measure done
after the American Revolution by the expulsion of the
Loyalists and the confiscation of their lands, with a resultant
loss to the growing nation of good race strains, which were
in the next century replaced by immigrants of far lower
type.

In America we have nearly succeeded in destroying the
privilege of birth; that is, the intellectual and moral
advantage a man of good stock brings into the world with



him. We are now engaged in destroying the privilege of
wealth; that is, the reward of successful intelligence and
industry and in some quarters there is developing a
tendency to attack the privilege of intellect and to deprive a
man of the advantage gained from an early and thorough
classical education. Simplified spelling is a step in this
direction. Ignorance of English grammar or classic learning
must not, forsooth, be held up as a reproach to the political
or social aspirant.

Mankind emerged from savagery and barbarism under
the leadership of selected individuals whose personal
prowess, capacity or wisdom gave them the right to lead
and the power to compel obedience. Such leaders have
always been a minute fraction of the whole, but as long as
the tradition of their predominance persisted they were able
to use the brute strength of the unthinking herd as part of
their own force and were able to direct at will the blind
dynamic impulse of the slaves, peasants or lower classes.
Such a despot had an enormous power at his disposal
which, if he were benevolent or even intelligent, could be
used and most frequently was used for the general uplift of
the race. Even those rulers who most abused this power put
down with merciless rigor the antisocial elements, such as
pirates, brigands or anarchists, which impair the progress of
a community, as disease or wounds cripple an individual.

True aristocracy or a true republic is government by the
wisest and best, always a small minority in any population.
Human society is like a serpent dragging its long body on
the ground, but with the head always thrust a little in
advance and a little elevated above the earth. The serpent’s



tail, in human society represented by the antisocial forces,
was in the past dragged by sheer strength along the path of
progress. Such has been the organization of mankind from
the beginning, and such it still is in older communities than
ours. What progress humanity can make under the control
of universal suffrage, or the rule of the average, may find a
further analogy in the habits of certain snakes which wiggle
sideways and disregard the head with its brains and eyes.
Such serpents, however, are not noted for their ability to
make rapid progress.

A true republic, the function of which is administration in
the interests of the whole community—in contrast to a pure
democracy, which in last analysis is the rule of the demos or
a majority in its own interests—should be, and often is, the
medium of selection for the technical task of government of
those best qualified by antecedents, character and
education, in short, of experts.

To use another simile, in an aristocratic as distinguished
from a plutocratic or democratic organization the
intellectual and talented classes form the point of the lance
while the massive shaft represents the body of the
population and adds by its bulk and weight to the
penetrative impact of the tip. In a democratic system this
concentrated force is dispersed throughout the mass. It
supplies, to be sure, a certain amount of leaven but in the
long run the force and genius of the small minority is
dissipated, and its efficiency lost. Vox populi, so far from
being Vox Dei, thus becomes an unending wail for rights and
never a chant of duty.


