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mixed-method evaluations.



Xviii Notes on Contributors

Lasse Norgaard Frandsen holds a master’s degree in sports science from
Aalborg University, Denmark. During his studies, Lasse focused on
(problematic) practices of talent identification and development in
European football academies in Uganda. Using a posthumanist perspec-
tive informed by Barad’s performative ethico-onto-epistemology, Lasse
sought to think, re-think, and write critically and differently about these
practices in order to expose the exploitative nature of European involve-
ment in talent development in Africa. While Lasse imagined he would be
pursuing a career in academia, he now finds himself the head coach of a
Norwegian sports club, asking himself questions about Barad and
badminton.

Simone Fullagar is an interdisciplinary sociologist who has published
widely on gender equity in sport, mental health, active communities and
social well-being. With an interest in social and organisational change her
work contributes to thinking differently about inequalities. Simone is
Professor and Chair of the Sport and Gender Equity research hub at
Griffich University. She has received funding from the Australian Research
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Working Group.
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people with physical disabilities. Greenberg is currently working on a
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people with physical disabilities.
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academic posts at the University of Essex (UK) and the University of
British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada.
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and high schools, before leaving New Zealand to play and coach rugby
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currently working on a Royal Society, Marsden funded, project to do
with Indigenous (Maori) perspectives of Sport for Development (SFD).
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tion; and corporate social responsibility. She has conducted research with
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Jorge Knijnik is an Associate Professor in the School of Education at
Western Sydney University (Australia). He holds a PhD in Social
Psychology by Universidade de Sao Paulo (Brazil). Dr Knijnik’s most
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glory (Fair Play Publishing); Historias Australianas: Cultura, Educagio e
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Sporting Mega Event project.

Kassidy Mahoney holds a BA as a triple major in History, Political
Science, and Sociology from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.
She wrote an honors thesis in History exploring prostitution in the
United States during the Great War and an honors thesis in Political
Science on political theory, focusing on neoliberalism and clinical labor.
Kassidy received the Martha Barrett Scholarship in American History,
the Robert H. Bierma Scholarship for Superior Academic Merit in
History, and the Robert W. Johannsen Scholarship for Promising Senior
Honors Thesis Research. Kassidy is a second-degree black belt and an
international karate athlete on Team USA.
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Matthew A. Masucci is Professor in the Department of Kinesiology at
San José State University and currently serves as the Associate Dean in
the College of Health and Human Sciences. His research is interdisci-
plinary and interrogates sport and physical activity through the lenses of
cultural studies, philosophy, and critical sport studies. Current collabora-
tive research projects include critical, historical, and political analysis of
Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) and the Ultimate Fighting Championship
(UFC), discourse surrounding the use of marijuana and CBD by profes-
sional athletes, and a multi-dimensional investigation of a local social
movement called the San José Bike Party.

Mitchell McSweeney is a Assistant Professor of Sport Management in
the School of Kinesiology at the University of Minnesota. His research
agenda focuses on social entrepreneurship, innovation, sport for develop-
ment and peace (SDP), and livelihoods, and he often utilizes postcolonial
theory, institutional theory, and diaspora to critically investigate these
areas. His publications have appeared in Sociology of Sport Journal,
International Review for the Sociology of Sport, and Sport Management
Review. His research has been funded by the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada and the North American
Society for Sport Management.

Haydn Morgan is a Lecturer in Sport Management at the University of
Bath, United Kingdom. His research explores the connection between
participation in sport and the enhancement of social inclusion within
marginalized populations. More specifically, his research seeks to examine
how engagement with sport and physical activity may facilitate access
into education, employment, and training; develop citizen qualities; or
enable young people to accumulate and enhance various forms of capital.

Ronald L. Mower is Lecturer in the Physical Cultural Studies program
at the University of Maryland, Department of Kinesiology, School of
Public Health, and creator of the Action Assemblage for Justice, Equity,
and Peace (AAJEP). His research and teaching are generally focused
around critical examinations of social injustice within sport, physical cul-
ture and society; more specifically, the contextually contingent, conjunc-
tural, and intersectional processes of material and discursive racialization.
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An avowed antiracism educator, Ron seeks to develop students’ capacities
for collaborative dialogue and critical self-awareness leading to empa-
thetic action and equitable social change.

Eileen Narcotta-Welp is an Associate Professor in the Department of
Exercise and Sport Science at the University of Wisconsin—La Crosse. In
2016, she earned her Ph.D. in Health and Sport Studies from the
University of lowa. As a feminist cultural studies scholar, Narcotta-Welp’s
research interests include intersections of race, class, gender, and sexuality
in regards to high performance women’s sport in both the U.S. and trans-
national contexts. Her work appears in the Journal of Sport History, Sport
in Society, and Soccer and Society as well as in multiple edited book
collections.

Joshua I. Newman is a Professor of media and cultural studies in the
Department of Sport Management and Associate Dean for Research in
the College of Education at Florida State University. His research focuses
on social inequalities, cultural politics, and political economics and ecol-
ogies of sport and physical activity.

Erin Nichols is a PhD candidate in the Department of Tourism, Sport,
and Hotel Management at Griflith University. Her research focuses on
embodiment, feminist theory and the mediation of sportswomen, with a
specific focus on contact and combat sports. She is also interested in
visual and participatory methodologies in exploring these movement
practices as well as the mobility of these physical cultures.

Sara H. Olsen, PhD, MS, MPH co-founded Crossroads Adaptive
Athletic Alliance, a nonprofit designed to increase inclusive fitness for all
people with disabilities. Working with people with disabilities in fitness
opened Sara’s eyes to all the social and environmental barriers to partici-
pation. As a result, her PhD focused on the lived experiences of disabled
people. She currently works as a Disability Rights Program Specialist sup-
porting investigation and litigation efforts against States that may have
violated the ADA. ORCID 0000-0001-6054-2248

M. M. Padmakumar is an avid researcher and follower of sports, and a
teacher of English, Media Studies, and Cultural Studies for 16 years now.
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His PhD dissertation explored the link between sports and nationalism
within Indian popular cinema, studying the intersecting strains of reli-
gion, caste, class, gender and colonialism. His research and teaching
interests include ecological discourses, cultural studies, critical media
studies, peace and conflict studies. Currently he is the Head of the
Department of Media Studies at CHRIST University, Bangalore.

Farah Palmer (Waikato; Ngati Maniapoto) is the Associate Dean Maori
for the Massey University Business School and Senior Lecturer for the
School of Management, Massey University. She is also a Sport New
Zealand Board Member, Deputy Chair of NZ Rugby and Chair of the
NZ Maori Rugby Board. Her research interests are primarily informed
by critical, Kaupapa Maori and feminist theories. She is currently work-
ing on a Royal Society, Marsden funded, project to do with Indigenous
(Maori) perspectives of Sport for Development (SFD).

Adele Pavlidis is an interdisciplinary sociologist whose work traverses
sport, leisure and mental health. She is interested in concepts, theories
and methods that disrupt notions of linearity and fixity. Her 2013 doc-
torate was focused on the affective dynamics of power in roller derby and
since then she has continued to explore gendered power relations in
sporting contexts. She was an Australian Research Council DECRA
Fellow (2018 t0 2021) and is now a Senior Lecturer at Griffith University.

Kaitlin Pericak is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at North Carolina
Wesleyan University. Dr. Pericak earned her Ph.D. in Sociology at the
University of Miami with specializations in medical sociology and race,
ethnic relations, and immigration. Her research uses the case of sport to
examine health and illness, the body, and organizations. Her published
work appears in Sociological Focus and Journal of the Advanced Practitioner
in Oncology

Anna Posbergh is a recent PhD graduate from the University of
Maryland-College Park in the Department of Kinesiology and is an
incoming postdoctoral fellow at the University of Minnesota for the
Tucker Center for Research on Girls & Women in Sport. Her research
focuses on gender, sport policy, safeguarding, and the body, and she has
been published in the Sociology of Sport Journal, Qualitative Research in
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Sport, Exercise and Health, and International Review for the Sociology
of Sport.

Oliver J. C. Rick is currently Assistant Professor in the Department of
Sport Management and Recreation at Springfield College. He graduated
with a Ph.D. and a Master’s degree in Kinesiology specializing in Physical
Cultural Studies. Since graduating from the University of Maryland with
his doctoral degree he has developed a research agenda that has three
main strands: critical analyses of sports media and communication, glo-
balization processes in sport, and urban physical activity cultures.

Jennifer D. Roberts is a tenured Associate Professor in the Department
of Kinesiology, School of Public Health at the University of Maryland
College Park (UMD). Dr. Roberts is also the Founder and Director of
the Public Health Outcomes and Effects of the Built Environment
(PHOEBE) Laboratory as well as the Co-Founder and Co-Director of
NatureRx@UMD, an initiative that emphasizes the natural environmen-
tal benefits interspersed throughout and around the UMD campus. Her
scholarship focuses on the impact of built, social, and natural environ-
ments, including the institutional and structural inequities of these envi-
ronments, on the public health outcomes of marginalized communities.
More specifically, much of her research has explored the dynamic rela-
tionship between environmental, social, and cultural determinants of
physical activity and using empirical evidence of this relationship to infer
complex health outcome patterns and disparities as well as instigate a
powerful shift that recognizes, breaks, and transforms these conditions
and determinants of health.

Rochelle Stewart-Withers (Te Ati Awa) is Head of programme for the
Institute of Development Studies at Massey University, in Palmerston
North, New Zealand. She is an indigenous scholar whose research criti-
cally explores the potential of sport as a means for improving economic
and social outcomes in developing countries, especially at the commu-
nity and household level. She is particularly interested in how sport is
used as an entry point into communities when looking to address gender
and indigenous social and economic disparities, as well as how athletes
and communities see sport to be a livelihood option.
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Eric A. Stone is a Doctoral candidate in the department of Kinesiology
with a concentration in Physical Cultural Studies at the University of
Maryland in College Park. His research focuses on understanding the
emergence and coalescence of private/non-profit sport programming in
disadvantaged communities in Baltimore. He has written on discourses
of pain and injury, the exclusionary nature of historical and contempo-
rary greenspace, contemporary discussions of race, sport, and protest,
and the role of surveillance in youth sport programs in Baltimore.

Shadi Omidvar Tehrani isa Ph.D. student in the Community Research
and Action Program in the Department of Human and Organizational
Development at Vanderbilt University. Shadi has a master’s degree in
Urban Designing from the Iran University of Science and Technology. Her
research is focused on the Global Development of Applied Community
Studies, Public Health Outcomes, and Effects of the Built Environment,
and Harnessing Emerging Transit Solutions for Underserved
Communities. Currently, Shadi is involved with urban planning, public
health, and community psychology research.

Glen Thompson (PhD, Stellenbosch University) is an independent
researcher based in Cape Town, South Africa. He is a southern Africanist
scholar working on the socio-cultural and political history of surfing and
the beach. He has recently published in Hough-Snee and Eastman’s 7he
Critical Surf Studies Reader (2017) and lisahunter’s Surfing, Sex, Genders
and Sexualities (2018) and has articles in the Journal of African Cultural
Studies, Journal of Natal and Zulu History, Radical History Review and The
International Journal of the History of Sport. He is currently completing a
book on South African surfing culture during the apartheid years.

Kathrine Liedtke Thorndahl graduated with a master’s degree in sports
science, English literature, and cultural studies from Aalborg University,
Denmark, in 2015. Since 2016, Kathrine has been enrolled as a Ph.D. stu-
dent with the graduate program for problem-based learning (PBL) in
health science education at Aalborg University, working on a project that
aims to think with agential realism to explore how such a perspective
might affect possibilities for thinking differently about the assumptions
undergirding conceptualizations of problem-based pedagogies, and,
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inspired by an agential realist ethico-onto-epistemology, to fabulate—to
imagine, that is, what a socially just problem-based pedagogy-to-come
might look like.

Holly Thorpe (she/her) is a Professor in the Sociology of Sport and
Physical Culture at the University of Waikato, Aotearoa, New Zealand.
Her research focuses on sport, physical culture and gender, and she con-
tinues to seek new innovations in social theory, qualitative methods, and
representational styles to better understand the complexities of moving
bodies and sporting cultures.

Leonardo Tonelli hasadegree in Physical Education with a Specialization
in Science and Techniques of Preventive and Adapted Physical Activity
from the University of Bologna, Italy, and a Master in Public Health from
the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS), Brazil. He is cur-
rently a high school Physical Education teacher in Bologna, Italy. He is
co-editor of the book “Le pieghe del corpo” (2019, Mimesis—with
Eduardo Galak and Antonio Donato) and a member of Associazione

Leib, Italy.

Brandon Wallace is a Doctoral Candidate in the Physical Cultural
Studies program in the Department of Kinesiology at the University of
Maryland. Broadly, his work examines sport as a vehicle for understand-
ing how hierarchies of race, class, and gender are produced and contested
in popular culture, while driven by an optimism that sport can serve as a
powerful conduit of social justice. Brandon’s past research analyzed the
cultural politics of athletic apparel, as well as the representations of Black
bodies, spaces, and culture in sports media. His current research exam-
ines the Know Your Rights Camp led by Colin Kaepernick to explore the
transformative possibilities of community-based sporting activism initia-
tives. Brandon’s work has been published in various academic books, as
well as in academic journals such as Media, Culture, and Society;
Communication and Sport; Journal of Sport and Social Issues, and
International Journal of the History of Sport.

Anthony J. Weems (Ph.D., Texas A&M University) is an assistant pro-
fessor of recreation and sport management at Florida International
University where his research explores the social and political functions of
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sport. More narrowly, his work focuses on racism, ethno-nationalism,
and the politics of domination. He is a founding member of The Sporting
Justice Collective and serves on the leadership team for Anti Racist Soccer
Club. Both initiatives bring together scholars, athletes, and activists for
anti-racist movement in and through sport.

Hanhan Xue is an Assistant Professor of Sport Management at Florida
State University. Her research and teaching focuses on the field of man-
agement of international business for professional sport organizations,
particularly in the Chinese market, as well as e-sports.
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