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Faculty of Philosophy
University of Belgrade
Belgrade, Serbia

Marija Babović
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

Abstract  This chapter introduces the history of sociology in Serbia since 
its beginnings in the interwar period until today and provides historical 
background data on Serbia.

Keywords  Serbia • Sociology • National history • Scientific field • 
Autonomy

In 2012, sociology in Serbia celebrated its centennial. A festive congress of 
the Serbian Sociological Association was convened in September, exhibi-
tions were set up at universities of Belgrade and Novi Sad, a four-volume 
special issue of the national sociological journal was published, and in 
October a symposium dedicated to the life and work of a forgotten found-
ing figure followed, resulting in a hefty book. The year closed with a cycle 
of public lectures on Serbian sociological pioneers at the Kolarac Open 
University, a popular venue in Belgrade.

As sociologists well know, disciplinary histories are always constructed, 
and telling “the” story of a past necessarily entails asserting something 
about the present and the future. Since one hundred years of continuous 
existence looks like a remarkable achievement for a small and globally mar-
ginal sociological community, it makes sense to ask: what marked the 
beginning of this count, one hundred years before?
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