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Among the spoils which the English carried off from the
city of Cadiz,[1] was a little girl of about seven years old. An
English gentleman, named Clotald, commander of a
squadron of vessels, took her to London without the
knowledge of the Earl of Essex, and in defiance of his
general orders. The parents complained to the earl of the
loss of their child, and implored him, since he had declared
that property alone should be seized, and the persons of the
inhabitants should be left free, they should not, besides
being reduced to poverty, suffer the additional misery of
being deprived of their daughter, who was the very light of
their eyes. The earl caused it to be proclaimed throughout
his whole army, that whoever had possession of the child,
should restore her on pain of death; but no threatened
penalties could constrain Clotald to obey; in spite of them,
he kept the child concealed in his ship, being fascinated,
though in a Christian manner, with the incomparable beauty
of Isabella, as she was called. In fine, her inconsolable
parents were left to mourn her loss, and Clotald, rejoicing
beyond measure, returned to London, and presented the
pretty child to his wife, as the richest prize he had brought
home from the war.

It happened fortunately that all the members of Clotald's
household were catholics in secret, though in public they
affected to follow the religion of the state. Clotald had a son
about twelve years old, named Richard, who was brought up


