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1820. December 6.
As soon as the opportunity offered after our arrival, the

cutter was laid on shore upon the beach of Sydney Cove,
and surveyed by the master and the carpenter of H.M.
Store-Ship Dromedary, which ship was preparing for her



return to England with a cargo of New Zealand spars. Upon
stripping the copper off the bottom, the tide flowed into her,
and proved that to the copper sheathing alone we were
indebted for our safe return. The iron spikes that fastened
her were entirely decayed, and a considerable repair was
recommended by the surveying officers. Upon my
communicating the result of their report to His Excellency,
Governor Macquarie, he agreed with me in thinking that, as
her repairs would take up so much time, it would be better
to purchase another vessel, and as a brig was then in the
harbour, that appeared to be every way suited for my
purpose, she was examined by my order by Mr. Mart, the
Dromedary's carpenter, who reported so favourably of her,
that, by the governor's permission, she was purchased and
fitted for the voyage. She was built of teak, of one hundred
and seventy tons burden, and had lately received a very
considerable repair at Calcutta; so that, excepting a few
trifling defects and alterations, she was quite fit for sea. Her
name was altered at the suggestion of Governor Macquarie
to that of the Bathurst.

By this change we gained a great addition to our
comforts; and, besides increasing the number of our crew,
were much better off in regard to boats; for we now
possessed a long-boat, large enough to carry out and weigh
an anchor, or save the crew if any accident should happen
to the vessel; a resource which we did not possess in the
Mermaid.

A further addition was made to our party by the
appointment of Mr. Perceval Baskerville, one of the
Dromedary's midshipman; but Mr. Hunter the surgeon, who



had volunteered his services in the Mermaid during the last
voyage, was superseded by Mr. A. Montgomery, who had
lately arrived in charge of a convict ship.

Our establishment now consisted of the following officers
and men:

Lieutenant and Commander: Phillip Parker King.
Surgeon: Andrew Montgomery.
Master's Mates (Assistant Surveyors):
Frederick Bedwell.
John S. Roe.
Midshipman: Perceval Baskerville.
Botanical Collector: Allan Cunningham.
Steward.
Boatswain's Mate.
Carpenter's Mate.
Sail Maker.
Cook.
Seamen: 16.
Boys: 5.

Total: 32.
1821. May 26.
After experiencing many tedious and unexpected delays

in equipping the Bathurst, notwithstanding our wants were
few, and the greater part of our repairs were effected by our
own people, we were not completed for sea until the 26th of
May, when we sailed from Port Jackson upon our fourth and
last voyage to the north coast, accompanied by the
merchant-ship Dick (the same vessel in which we had
originally embarked from England): she was bound to
Batavia, and being ready for sailing at the time of our



departure, requested permission to accompany us through
Torres Strait, which, since it would rather prove an
assistance to us than cause any delay in our proceedings,
was acceded to on my part with much satisfaction. In the
mean time the Mermaid, our late vessel, had been
thoroughly repaired, fresh fastened with copper spikes, and
fitted out; and, before we sailed, had been sent to sea to
carry the first establishment to Port Macquarie, on which
service she had been wrecked. She was, however,
afterwards got off the rocks and repaired, and is now a very
serviceable vessel in the colony.

Boongaree, the native who had formerly accompanied
us, volunteered his services whilst the vessel was preparing
for the voyage, which I gladly accepted; but when the day of
departure drew nigh, he kept aloof; and the morning that we
sailed, his place was filled by another volunteer, Bundell;
who proved not only to be a more active seaman, but was of
much greater service to us, than his countryman Boongaree
had been. This addition made our number thirty-three.

May 30.
Three days after we left the port, a discovery was made

of another addition to the number of the crew. Upon opening
the hold, which had been locked ever since the day before
we sailed, a young girl, not more than fourteen years of age,
was found concealed among the casks, where she had
secreted herself in order to accompany the boatswain to
sea: upon being brought on deck, she was in a most pitiable
plight, for her dress and appearance were so filthy, from
four days' close confinement in a dark hold, and from having
been dreadfully seasick the whole time, that her



acquaintances, of which she had many on board, could
scarcely recognise her. Upon being interrogated, she
declared she had, unknown to all on board, concealed
herself in the hold the day before the vessel sailed; and that
her swain knew nothing of the step she had taken. As it was
now inconvenient to return to put her on shore, and as the
man consented to share his ration with her, she was allowed
to remain; but in a very short time heartily repented of her
imprudence, and would gladly have been re-landed, had it
been possible.

1821. June 4.
Between the 30th and the 4th of June we had a series of

gales of wind, which enabled us to prove the capabilities of
our new ship; and it was very satisfactory to find that she
was weatherly, tight, and dry, three very essential qualities
for a surveying vessel.

June 5.
On the afternoon of the 5th we passed round the north

end of Breaksea Spit, and crossed Hervey's Bay; in the
night, when the brig ought to have been many miles from
the shore, we found ourselves unexpectedly close to some
land; but it was not until the day broke that we knew the full
extent of the danger we had encountered: the land we had
seen proved to be the round head of Bustard Bay, which, as
the wind was blowing directly upon it, we were fortunate in
having room to clear. The Dick was apprized by us of the
danger in time, and succeeded in clearing the land by
tacking to the southward.

June 6.



At noon we were passing the small woody isle that was
seen by Captain Flinders, and farther on we discovered two
other isles of a similar character: they were seen from the
masthead to the north-east; and a fourth was seen by the
Dick. After this we had a few days of fine weather, which, as
dysentery had already made its appearance amongst us,
was most welcome, and tended materially to check the
progress of so alarming a complaint.

June 8.
On the 8th we entered among the Northumberland

Islands.
June 10.
But, from light northerly winds, did not reach an

anchorage under Percy Island, Number 2, until the morning
of the 10th. Our situation was between the Pine Islets and
the basin, in ten fathoms, near a run of water, which fell
from the rocks into the sea at about a quarter of a mile to
the northward of the sandy beach: from this stream we filled
our casks. Water was also found in many other parts, but all
the runs appeared to be of temporary duration.

June 11.
This island, like Number 1, which we visited in 1819,

appears to be principally of quartzose formation. The soil is
sandy, and affords but little nourishment to the stunted
trees with which it is furnished. In the more barren and
rocky parts the pine was abundant, but not growing to any
great size: the Dick's people cut down and embarked
several logs; on examination they were thought to be
useless; but, from subsequent experience, they proved to
be far from deserving such contempt, for during the voyage



we made two pole-top gallant-masts of it; which, although
very full of knots, were as tough as any spar I ever saw; and
carried a press of sail longer than would be trusted on many
masts. These trees are very abundant on the Cumberland
and Northumberland Islands, but do not attain any large
size; being seldom higher than fifty or sixty feet, or of a
greater diameter than from twelve to eighteen inches.

Among the variety of birds, several black cockatoos and
the pheasant cuckoo were seen. The beaches were
frequented by gulls, terns, and oyster-catchers; and an
egret was noticed of a slate-coloured plumage, with a small
ruff upon its head.

The seine was hauled upon the beach; but the only fish
caught were two very large sting-rays; one of which
measured twelve feet across: as it was too unwieldy to take
on board, we had no means of weighing it; but the liver
nearly filled a small pork barrel.* It is very probable that our
bad success may be attributed to the presence of these fish,
for on board the Dick several snappers were caught with the
hook and line.

(*Footnote. Captain Cook describes some fish, probably
of the same species, found at Botany Bay, weighing
each three hundred and thirty-six pounds (Hawkesworth
volume 3 page 100); from which circumstance, as it is
not generally known, the name of Sting-ray Bay was
given to that harbour; it is so-called in the charts of the
Endeavour's voyage, in the Hydrographical Office at the
Admiralty, as well as in Sir Joseph Banks' copy of the
Endeavour's journal, and in Dr. Solander's manuscript
journal, both of which are in the possession of my friend
Robert Brown, Esquire. The name by which it is now



known appears to have been given subsequently, on
account of the variety and beauty of its botanical
productions.)

In the evening the wind set in from South by East, with
rain, and cloudy, thick weather: in striking the royal masts, a
serious defect was discovered in our fore-top-mast; the
upper part being found rotten for twelve feet below the
head; and the top-gallant-mast was also found to be sprung
in the wake of the cap.

June 12.
So that we were compelled to remain all the next day at

the anchorage to shift them. This detention was very
vexatious, for we were not only losing a fair wind, but lying
in a very exposed situation.

During the preceding night a brig anchored half a mile to
the southward of us: she proved to be the San Antonio; she
left Port Jackson four days after us, and was bound on a
trading speculation to the Moluccas and Singapore. In the
forenoon I visited the master, Mr. Hemmans, and offered
him my guidance up the coast, if he would wait until we had
shifted our defective masts; but he declined it as he was
anxious to get on without delay; and, having Captain
Flinders' charts, intended to run "DAY AND NIGHT THROUGH
THE REEFS;" he told me that he had anchored here with the
intention of watering and cutting some pine spars, but that
not finding the latter worth the trouble, he was then getting
underweigh to proceed. When I went away, he accompanied
me to look over my plan of the passage; after which he
returned to his vessel, which soon afterwards steered past
us on her way to the northward. Mr. Hemmans told me that



he had anchored under Keppel Islands, where he had a
friendly communication with the natives, who used nets,
which he thought were of European construction; but from
his description, they are similar to what have been before
seen on the coast, and are constructed by the natives
themselves.

June 13.
At eight o'clock the next morning we got underweigh; but

the Dick in weighing her anchor found both flukes broken
off.

June 14.
The next day, we rounded the north extremity of the

Cumberland Islands.
June 15.
And at four o'clock a.m. the 15th, were abreast of Cape

Gloucester.
Thick cloudy weather with rain and a fresh breeze from

the southward, variable between South-South-East and
South-South-West, now set in, and was unfavourable for our
seeing the coast as we passed it: Cape Bowling Green was
not seen, but the gradual decrease of soundings from
eighteen to fourteen fathoms, and the subsequent increase
of depth, indicated our having passed this low and
dangerous projection.

June 16.
At daylight of the 16th, we passed outside the Palm

Islands at the distance of five miles.
The weather continued so thick and rainy, that Mount

Hinchinbrook was quite concealed from our view; but a
partial glimpse of the land enabled me to distinguish Point



Hillock, and afterwards to see Cape Sandwich, Goold Island,
and the group of the Family Isles.

June 17.
In passing the largest Frankland Island, the San Antonio

was seen lying at anchor near it, with her fore topsail loose,
firing guns: seeing this, we hauled to the wind, and made
sail to beat up towards her, under the idea of her being in
distress; but as we approached, we observed a boat
alongside, and her top-gallant yards across, which were
proofs that she was not in such immediate danger, as to
require our beating up, with the risk of losing some of our
spars, for the Dick had already sprung her jib-boom; we,
therefore, hove the vessels to, and soon afterwards the San
Antonio joined and passed under our stern, when Mr.
Hemmans informed me that the guns he had fired were
intended as signals to his boat, and that they were not
meant for us. He had been aground, he said, on a reef near
the Palm Islands, but had received no damage: light,
however, as he pretended to make of this accident, it was a
sufficient lesson for him, and we soon found he had profited
by it, for instead of preceding us, he quietly fell into our
wake, a station which he never afterwards left, until all
danger was over, and we had passed through Torres Strait.

I had now determined upon taking up an anchorage
round Cape Grafton during the continuance of the bad
weather, and for that purpose steered through the strait
that separates the cape from Fitzroy Island; and anchored in
six fathoms mud, at about half a mile from its northern
extremity.



It is little remarkable that the day on which we anchored
should be the anniversary of the discovery of the bay; for
Captain Cook anchored here on the eve of Trinity Sunday,
fifty-one years before, and named the bay between Capes
Grafton and Tribulation, in reverence of the following day. In
passing between Cape Grafton and Fitzroy Island, eight or
ten natives were observed seated on the rocks at the south
end of the beach: one of them waved his spear to us as we
passed, but the distance was too great to take any notice of
him.

In the afternoon we landed upon the small island in the
bay, and found it to be separated from the mainland by a
very shoal channel, through which our boat had some
difficulty in passing; the island is small, and formed of loose
fragments of granite, over which the decomposed vegetable
matter had formed a soil, which, although shallow, was
sufficient to nourish some luxuriant grass (panicum) and a
robust species of eucalyptus: among these large flights of
cockatoos and parroquets were hovering, but they were
very shy, and did not allow us to approach them: a small
dove, common to other parts of the coast, was killed. A
native was seen walking along a sandy beach behind the
island, but proceeded without noticing our boat, which was
at that time passing.

June 18.
The following day the weather was so clear that, in the

early part of the morning, we distinctly saw the summit of
the land at the back of Cape Tribulation, bearing North 43
degrees West (magnetic); it must have been fifty-five or
sixty miles off; the fall of the land towards the extremity of



the cape was also seen, bearing North 35 degrees 50
minutes West fifty-six miles.

In the afternoon I went on shore near the north extremity
of the Cape, to procure some bearings; after which we
strolled about, and found a temporary stream of water
falling into the sea. In walking past a grove of pandanus
trees, which grew near the water, we disturbed a prodigious
quantity of bronze-winged butterflies, reminding us, in point
of number, of the Euploea hamata, at Cape Cleveland in
1819. It proved to be a variety of the Urania orontes
(Godart) of Amboyna and the other Indian Islands. Mr.
Cunningham took advantage of the Dick's boat going to the
bottom of the bay, to cut grass: near their landing-place he
found some natives' huts; some of which were of more
substantial construction than usual, and were thatched with
palm leaves: inside of one he found a fishing rod, and a line,
five or six fathoms long, furnished with a hook made from a
shell, like the hooks of the South Sea Islanders: he also
found a small basket, made from the leaf of a palm-tree,
lying near the remains of their fireplaces, which were
strewed with broken exuviae of their shell-fish repasts.

A canoe twelve feet long, similar to the one described at
Blomfield's Rivulet (volume 1) was also seen; and, like it,
was not more than nine inches wide at the bilge. A small
kangaroo was seen by Mr. Cunningham feeding upon the
grass, but fled the moment that it saw him approaching.

Nothing more was seen of the natives, nor were any
heard, or suspected of being near us; had there been any
number the party would have been placed in an awkward
situation, for upon landing, they all incautiously, and very



imprudently, separated, to amuse themselves as they were
inclined, without regarding the situation of the boat, which
was soon left dry by the ebbing tide; and it was eight o'clock
at night before they succeeded in launching her.
Immediately after its return, for which we had been waiting
four hours, we got underweigh, and were only just in time to
save the breeze, which carried us out into the offing: after a
short calm, the wind gradually freshened from South-South-
West, and we steered on under easy sail towards Cape
Tribulation.

June 19.
On passing the cape two reefs were seen to seaward,

which had previously escaped our notice.
In the afternoon we anchored in ten fathoms, at about

half a mile from the north-west end of the reef that
stretches for two miles to the northward of the south-
westernmost Hope Island; and, as it was low water and the
reef uncovered, we walked across it. It is formed principally
of coral, on the surface of which we found the gray trepang;
a small Chama gigas, a cypraea, a pretty azure-coloured
species of asteria, and a few bivalve shells. The few birds
that frequented the reef were very shy, and flew away at
our approach: they were principally pelicans and terns.

June 20.
After weighing the next morning, we steered North 1/2

West, a course farther to seaward than we had previously
taken, in order to see the reefs more distinctly, and to prove
the width and extent of this part of the channel; but the sun
was shining in the direction of our course, and the shadows
of the clouds upon the water were at times so deceptious



that, whilst they often caused appearances of reefs where
none existed, they concealed others that, for the same
reason, were not seen until we were close to them. Having
now the charge of two merchant-vessels, it was necessary
to proceed with caution, and therefore we steered nearly
over our last year's track, but notwithstanding, we now
discovered several new reefs, and informed ourselves of the
extent and shape of others which had escaped our previous
observation.

As we were rounding the two islands that lie close to the
south side of Lizard Island, a native was seen in a canoe,
paddling towards another who was sitting on the rocks
watching our movements; and, as we hauled round the
south point of the bay, two others were observed walking
towards the beach; upon seeing us they stopped short and
retreated up the hill; but, after we anchored and sent a boat
on shore, which was accompanied by one from the Dick,
they advanced, and without much hesitation, came forward
and communicated with our party. They carried spears with
them, and each of our gentlemen had their fowling-pieces:
the appearance of Bundell, who on these occasions always
took his clothes off, perhaps gave them greater confidence.
After some vociferous and unintelligible parley, one of our
gentlemen, in order to give them further cause for the
surprise which they had already manifested to a great
extent, unadvisedly fired his fowling-piece; upon which, as
might be expected, they became distrustful and frightened,
and, fixing their spears in their throwing sticks, walked
backwards at a quick pace, and withdrew altogether
towards the hills.



Lizard Island, and the Direction Isles to the south-
westward, are of very different character to the other
islands which front this coast, being high, rising to peaks,
and of granitic formation. Captain Cook, in his description of
Lizard Island, mentions it as being a good place to refresh
at, on account of its supplying both wood and water; but, at
the same time we were there, the latter was not found,
although the rain had been lately falling in great quantity;
with the former, however, it is well supplied. This island,
from its connection with Captain Cook's misfortunes during
his perilous navigation within the reefs, will always be an
interesting feature in the history of the discovery and
examination of this coast, and deserves a more appropriate
appellation.

June 21.
Leaving Lizard Island the following morning, we directed

our course for Cape Flinders, over our last year's track.
Upon passing Port Ninian, the sea was observed to break
heavily upon the Barrier Reefs, which in this part approach
nearer to the mainland than at any other. As we doubled
Cape Melville, the wind, as usual, freshened up to a strong
breeze, and carried us rapidly across Bathurst Bay: to the
westward of the cape several natives were observed
walking upon the beach.

In passing round Cape Flinders, there appeared to be a
considerable diminution in the remains of the Frederick's
wreck. No vestige was left of her stern or forecastle, both of
which were before so very conspicuous. At half-past five
o'clock we anchored with our companions near the usual
place.



June 22.
The following morning, at daybreak, a party of men went

to the wreck to collect the spars and planks that had
escaped the mischievous fires of the natives; and at five
o'clock I joined them with the master of the Dick and Mr.
Roe, ordering Mr. Bedwell to relieve the shore party with
some fresh hands at eight o'clock. When the time arrived,
supposing that the relief-party had nearly reached the
shore, I sent the people over the hill, in order to be ready
when the boat arrived to go on board; and in the meantime
amused myself in wandering about the reef near the wreck,
where Mr. Roe was also employed. Mr. Harrison (the master
of the Dick) was at the further end of the beach with his
fowling piece, with two of his boat's crew picking up shells:
when suddenly they were surprised by hearing a loud shout,
and seeing several spears strike the rocks about them: upon
looking round, Mr. Harrison found that a party of natives
were advancing upon him with their spears poised; upon
which he presented his gun at the foremost, but, from his
having waded about in the water, the powder had got damp
and would not go off. Immediately that I heard the shout of
the natives, and saw Mr. Harrison retreating from the
Indians, who were in close pursuit, I hastened to his
assistance, and came up in time to prevent them from doing
any mischief; and, by occasionally levelling my gun, kept
them at bay whilst we retreated towards the wreck, from
which we were about half a mile distant. By this time Mr.
Roe, who had also heard the noise, joined; but, as he had
not a gun, the only assistance he brought was an addition to
our number. Among the four foremost of the natives was a



mischievous boy, who, being emboldened by our not firing,
and showing an anxiety to get away from them, fixed his
spear and aimed it at me; upon which I fired my gun, but, as
it was only loaded with small shot, it had no effect at the
distance he was from me; the noise, however, arrested their
pursuit for a moment; and by the time they recovered their
surprise, I had reloaded with ball, but to my great
mortification, upon presenting the gun to deter the boy from
throwing his spear again, it missed fire: the weapon, which
at first was aimed at me, was then thrown at one of the
Dick's men, and, piercing his hat, which he was carrying at
his breast, fortunately, full of shells, only slightly wounded
one of his fingers. The man, who to all appearance was
dangerously wounded, for the spear stuck in the hat and
hung suspended in the air, drew it out, and, throwing it on
the ground with the greatest composure, continued to
retreat. The natives then finding we were not intimidated or
hurt by the spears, began to make friendly gestures, which
we, of course, returned, but still continued to walk away
with our faces turned towards them.

We were now only four in number (for I had despatched
one of the Dick's people to recall our boat, and to order the
crew over to our assistance) and being without any means,
or show of defence, it required much caution and
management on our part to prevent their throwing any
more spears; for they were now within a few yards of us:
their ferocity, however, began to diminish, as their attention
was taken by our clothes and a silk handkerchief which Mr.
Roe held out to them: they were about ten in number, of
whom five or six were armed with spears. Our only safety



now was in letting them approach, and amusing them by a
display of our silk handkerchiefs and other parts of our
dress, and making all the grimaces and monkey-like
gestures we could think of.

Among the natives was a young woman, whom they
repeatedly offered to us by using the most significant signs;
which she also endeavoured to strengthen by appropriate
gestures on her part; but our inclinations were not
consonant with the opportunity so pressingly, but so
suspiciously, offered. After our declining this honour, they
occasionally laid their hands upon our clothes to detain us,
but it did not require much force to make them quit their
hold. One of the men having seized my gun, I drew it out of
his hand rather roughly; but, accompanied at the same
moment with the friendly gesture of patting his breast, the
recovery was happily effected without exciting his anger.

In this manner, and with great fatigue, we continued our
retreat across the reef, and reached the wreck without any
signs of our people coming to our assistance; when the
natives found we intended to walk round the point, they
divided, and gave their spears to a party that went over the
hills, as it were, to cut us off; but in this intention, if they
entertained it, they were disappointed, for our boat was
there, and the crew all embarked, ready to shove off, little
expecting ever to see us again. The idea of being thus easily
deserted by our people was for a moment mortifying, but I
ordered some of the crew on shore, and by our numbers
kept the natives amused on the beach, while Mr. Harrison
shoved off in his gig to give the alarm, and to order some
muskets to be sent for our protection: by the time, however,



that Mr. Bedwell arrived, we had succeeded in making
friends with the natives; who, upon perceiving that we had
now in our turn the superiority, began to draw away, and
appeared to be as anxious to get rid of us as we had been,
half an hour before, to escape from them; but we
accompanied them halfway across the reef, watching an
opportunity to seize the boy who had wounded the Dick's
man, whom I intended to keep a prisoner while we were
here, and then to dismiss him with presents, to show that
we were not inimical to them, although angry at being so
treacherously attacked. My intention, however, was
probably suspected, for they avoided our approaching
sufficiently near them to effect my purpose with the
certainty of success, I therefore called our people away to
resume their work at the wreck, and, after leaving orders
with Mr. Bedwell not to fire but in self-defence, and if an
opportunity offered, to seize the boy, went on board with
the party to breakfast. I had not, however, left the shore
long before hostilities again commenced, and several shots
were mischievously fired at the natives by some of the
Dick's and San Antonio's people, who, being advanced, had
very improperly endeavoured to cut off three of them, upon
which one of the natives poised his spear with a threat of
throwing it, when several muskets were fired at these
miserable wretches, who, fortunately for them, got clear off;
although one of them by his limping appeared to have been
struck in the leg.

After this we saw nothing more of them for the day. Mr.
Bedwell was employed with his party at the wreck, whilst
Mr. Cunningham traversed the hills in the vicinity, for it was



not safe to trust himself at any distance from our people,
since the natives would not have failed, had they met with
an opportunity, to punish us for our broken faith.

June 23.
The following day, on the return of our people from the

wreck, they reported that the natives had shown themselves
on the opposite side of the bay; I therefore went to the
shore with Mr. Harrison, to endeavour to make peace, but
saw no signs of them, excepting a smoke on the next island,
to which they had probably retired. On the following day
they were again seen, and fired upon by the boat's crew of
the Dick.

All these events gave me much concern, not only
because the natives may be induced to attack and take
revenge upon strangers who may subsequently pass this
way, but also because they must have imbibed a very poor
idea of the effect of our arms, when so many muskets were
fired without doing them any mischief: and, but for the sake
of humanity, I could almost have wished that one had been
killed.

The day after we arrived here, a boat from the San
Antonio conveyed Mr. Montgomery and Mr. Cunningham to
Clack's Island. The reef abounded with shells, of which they
brought back a large collection, but not in any great variety;
an indifferent cypraea was the most common; but there
were also some volutae and other shells, besides trepang
and asteriae, in abundance. Mr. Cunningham observed a
singularly curious cavern upon the rock, of which he gave
me a description in the following account of the island:



"The south and south-eastern extremes of Clack's Island
presented a steep, rocky bluff, thinly covered with small
trees. I ascended the steep head, which rose to an elevation
of a hundred and eighty feet above the sea. I found simply
the plants of the main, namely, Mimusops parvifolia, Br.;
Hoya nivea, Cunningham manuscript; Acacia plectocarpa,
Cunningham manuscript; Chionanthus axillaris, Br.;
Notelaea punctata, Br.; some alyxiae, and the small orange-
fruited ficus, which grew in the thickets, and, by insinuating
its roots in the interstices of the rocks, clothed a great
portion of the inaccessible front of the island.

"The remarkable structure of the geological feature of
this islet led me to examine the south-east part, which was
the most exposed to the weather, and where the disposition
of the strata was of course more plainly developed. The
base is a coarse, granular, siliceous sandstone, in which
large pebbles of quartz and jasper are embedded: this
stratum continues for sixteen to twenty feet above the
water: for the next ten feet there is a horizontal stratum of
black schistose rock, which was of so soft a consistence,
that the weather had excavated several tiers of galleries;
upon the roof and sides of which some curious drawings
were observed, which deserve to be particularly described:
they were executed upon a ground of red ochre (rubbed on
the black schistus) and were delineated by dots of a white
argillaceous earth, which had been worked up into a paste.
They represented tolerable figures of sharks, porpoises,
turtles, lizards (of which I saw several small ones among the
rocks) trepang, star-fish, clubs, canoes, water-gourds, and
some quadrupeds, which were probably intended to



represent kangaroos and dogs. The figures, besides being
outlined by the dots, were decorated all over with the same
pigment in dotted transverse belts. Tracing a gallery round
to windward, it brought me to a commodious cave, or
recess, overhung by a portion of the schistus, sufficiently
large to shelter twenty natives, whose recent fireplaces
appeared on the projecting area of the cave.

"Many turtles' heads were placed on the shelfs or niches
of the excavation, amply demonstrative of the luxurious and
profuse mode of life these outcasts of society had, at a
period rather recently, followed. The roof and sides of this
snug retreat were also entirely covered with the uncouth
figures I have already described.

"As this is the first specimen of Australian taste in the
fine arts that we have detected in these voyages, it became
me to make a particular observation thereon: Captain
Flinders had discovered figures on Chasm Island, in the Gulf
of Carpentaria, formed with a burnt stick; but this
performance, exceeding a hundred and fifty figures, which
must have occupied much time, appears at least to be one
step nearer refinement than those simply executed with a
piece of charred wood. Immediately above this schistose
stratum is a superincumbent mass of sandstone, which
appeared to form the upper stratum of the island."
(Cunningham manuscript.)*

(*Footnote. Similar representations were found by Mr.
White, carved on stone in the neighbourhood of Port
Jackson. White's Journal quarto page 141.)

June 25.



Having procured all the spars and planks from the wreck
that could be useful to us, we made preparations to sail, and
at daylight, the 25th, got underweigh with my two
companions, and resumed our course to the northward, over
that of last year, excepting that we steered inside of Pelican
Island, and to leeward of Island 4. We passed several large
sting-rays asleep on the surface of the sea, which our
people ineffectually endeavoured to harpoon. On the former
island large flights of pelicans were seen, and upon the
sandbank, to the southward of it, there was a flock of two or
three hundred young birds.

The breeze not being sufficient to carry us to Night Island
before dark, the anchor was dropped in eleven fathoms
muddy bottom, two miles to the eastward of Island 8. The
Dick and San Antonio anchored close to us. During the night
we had a fresh breeze from South-East by East, and, not
having any island or reef to shelter us from the swell, we
were obliged to drop a second anchor to retain our position.
The San Antonio drove for some distance, but the Dick rode
through the night without driving, although she had but
forty fathoms of cable out.

June 26.
On weighing the next morning, we made sail to the North

by West, but, from the compass-box not being quite straight
in the binnacle, we made a North by West 1/2 West course,
which was not discovered until we had nearly paid dear for
our neglect; for we passed close to a rock which I intended
to have gone at least a mile to windward of. It was seen just
in time to put the helm a-lee, or we should have run upon it.



The weather was now so thick that we could not see a
mile around us; we were therefore obliged to follow our
former courses, to avoid the risk of running over a strange
track in such unfavourable weather. At sunset we anchored
under the lee of Piper's Islets.

June 27.
The next day we anchored under Sunday Island in

Margaret Bay, at about half a mile from the sandy beach, on
its north-west side.

Here we were detained by bad weather until the 30th.
June 30.
When, with some slight appearance of improvement, and

tired of losing so much time, we weighed and proceeded on
our course. After passing the Bird Isles, thick weather again
set in, with constant rain, and a strong breeze from South-
East. Upon reaching Cairncross Island, under which it was
my intention to anchor, the sails were reduced; and, as we
were in the act of letting go the anchor, Mr. Roe, who was at
the masthead holding thoughtlessly by the fore-topmast
staysail-halyards, whilst the sail was being hauled down,
was precipitated from a height of fifty feet, and fell
senseless on the deck. We were now close to the reef; and,
in the hurry and confusion attending the accident, and the
Dick at the same time luffing up under our stern, the anchor
was dropped, without my ascertaining the quality of the
bottom, which was afterwards found to be of a very
questionable nature.

The Dick, having dropped her anchor within forty yards of
us, was lying so close as to prevent our veering more cable
than sixty fathoms, but as we appeared to ride tolerably



easy with a sheer to starboard, while the Dick rode on the
opposite sheer, we remained as we were: to prevent
accident, the yards were braced so that we should cast clear
of the Dick if we parted, a precaution which was most
happily taken.

As soon as the distressing accident that had occurred
was known on board the Dick, Dr. Armstrong, a surgeon of
the navy and a passenger in that ship, hastened on board to
assist Mr. Montgomery in dressing Mr. Roe's hurt, which I
found, to my inexpressible satisfaction, was not so grievous
as might have been expected: his fall was, most
providentially, broken twice; first by the spritsail brace, and
secondly by some planks from the Frederick's wreck, which
had fortunately been placed across the forecastle bulwark
over the cat-heads: his head struck the edge of the plank
and broke his fall, but it cut a very deep wound over the
right temple. This unfortunate event threatened to deprive
me of his very valuable assistance for some time, a loss I
could but very ill spare, particularly when upon the point of
returning to the examination of so intricate a coast as that
part where we last left off.

At six o'clock in the evening the flood-tide began to set to
leeward, and as night approached the appearance of the
weather became very threatening, accompanied by a
descent of the mercury; this gave me a very unfavourable
idea of our situation: the wind was blowing clear of the reef,
and raised a heavy sea; and the Dick was so close to us that
we dared not veer cable, for fear of getting on board of her,
which must have happened if either ship should break her
sheer.



At half-past ten o'clock, during a very heavy squall, the
cable parted, but from the precaution above-mentioned, the
brig happily drifted with her head to starboard, and passed
clear both of the Dick and San Antonio; the chain-cabled
anchor was then dropped, and veered to ninety fathoms,
which brought her up in fifteen fathoms, mud; in which birth
she appeared to ride much easier than before. I was now
very anxious about the lost anchor; and, having expressed a
wish to inform Mr. Harrison of our situation, and to request
him to recover our anchor in the morning if the weather
would permit, Mr. Bedwell volunteered to go on board her;
which, although a service of danger, was, if possible to be
effected, absolutely necessary. The boat was lowered, and
they shoved off, but as the crew were unable to pull it
ahead, I called her on board again, which was most
fortunate; for shortly afterwards the chain-cable parted also,
and the brig drove with her head towards the shore.

1821. July 1.
We had now the prospect of being obliged to keep under

sail during the remainder of the night. An attempt was made
to veer, in order that, by laying to with her head off shore,
we might have time to recover the cable, without
endangering the security of the vessel; but, from the weight
of the chain at the bow, this manoeuvre could not be
effected; fearing, therefore, to drift any more to the
westward, in which direction we were making rapid way, I
was under the necessity of slipping the chain, by which we
lost one hundred fathoms of cable, which we could but
badly spare: being now freed from the impediment, the
brig's head was placed off shore; and after making sail, we


