Blackwell

Compantons to
Philosophy

A COMPANION TO
PusLic PHILOSOPHY

I} AL }W" ntary '
jime
E T

¢
3 m-!!FU"}LEH
»

ol
I

Edited by

LEE McINTYRE, NANCY McHUGH,
AND TAN OLASOV

WILEY Blackwell






A Companion to Public Philosophy



Blackwell Companions to Philosophy

This outstanding student reference series offers a comprehensive and authoritative survey of philosophy as a whole.
Written by today’s leading philosophers, each volume provides lucid and engaging coverage of the key figures, terms,
topics, and problems of the field. Taken together, the volumes provide the ideal basis for course use, representing an
unparalleled work of reference for students and specialists alike. For the full list of series titles, please visit wiley.com.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

. The Blackwell Companion to Philosophy, Second Edition

Edited by Nicholas Bunnin and Eric Tsui-James

. A Companion to Ethics

Edited by Peter Singer

. A Companion to Aesthetics, Second Edition

Edited by Stephen Davies, Kathleen Marie Higgins, Robert
Hopkins, Robert Stecker, and David E. Cooper

. A Companion to Epistemology, Second Edition

Edited by Jonathan Dancy, Ernest Sosa, and Matthias
Steup

. A Companion to Contemporary Political Philosophy

(two-volume set), Second Edition
Edited by Robert E. Goodin and Philip Pettit

. A Companion to Philosophy of Mind

Edited by Samuel Guttenplan

. A Companion to Metaphysics, Second Edition

Edited by Jaegwon Kim, Ernest Sosa, and Gary S. Rosenkrantz

. A Companion to Philosophy of Law and Legal Theory,

Second Edition
Edited by Dennis Patterson

. A Companion to Philosophy of Religion, Second Edition

Edited by Charles Taliaferro, Paul Draper, and
Philip L. Quinn

A Companion to the Philosophy of Language, Second
Edition (two-volume set)

Edited by Bob Hale and Crispin Wright

A Companion to World Philosophies

Edited by Eliot Deutsch and Ron Bontekoe

A Companion to Continental Philosophy
Edited by Simon Critchley and William Schroeder
A Companion to Feminist Philosophy
Edited by Alison M. Jaggar and Iris Marion Young
A Companion to Cognitive Science

Edited by William Bechtel and George Graham
A Companion to Bioethics, Second Edition
Edited by Helga Kuhse and Peter Singer

A Companion to the Philosophers

Edited by Robert L. Arrington

A Companion to Business Ethics

Edited by Robert E. Frederick

A Companion to the Philosophy of Science
Edited by W. H. Newton-Smith

A Companion to Environmental Philosophy
Edited by Dale Jamieson

A Companion to Analytic Philosophy
Edited by A. P. Martinich and David Sosa

A Companion to Genethics

Edited by Justine Burley and John Harris

A Companion to Philosophical Logic

Edited by Dale Jacquette

A Companion to Early Modern Philosophy
Edited by Steven Nadler

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

30.

31.

32.

35.

39.

41.

43,

44.

45.

46.

47.

50.

52.

64.

65.

70.

71.

78.

79.

A Companion to Philosophy in the Middle Ages
Edited by Jorge J. E. Gracia and Timothy B. Noone

A Companion to African-American Philosophy
Edited by Tommy L. Lott and John P, Pittman

A Companion to Applied Ethics

Edited by R. G. Frey and Christopher Heath Wellman

A Companion to the Philosophy of Education

Edited by Randall Curren

A Companion to African Philosophy

Edited by Kwasi Wiredu

A Companion to Rationalism

Edited by Alan Nelson

A Companion to Pragmatism

Edited by John R. Shook and Joseph Margolis

A Companion to Ancient Philosophy

Edited by Mary Louise Gill and Pierre Pellegrin

A Companion to Phenomenology and Existentialism
Edited by Hubert L. Dreyfus and Mark A. Wrathall

A Companion to the Philosophy of Biology

Edited by Sahotra Sarkar and Anya Plutynski

A Companion to the Philosophy of History and
Historiography

Edited by Aviezer Tucker

A Companion to the Philosophy of Technology
Edited by Jan-Kyrre Berg Olsen, Stig Andur Pedersen, and
Vincent E Hendricks

A Companion to Latin American Philosophy

Edited by Susana Nuccetelli, Ofelia Schutte, and Otdvio Bueno
A Companion to the Philosophy of Literature

Edited by Garry L. Hagberg and Walter Jost

A Companion to the Philosophy of Action

Edited by Timothy O’Connor and Constantine Sandis

A Companion to Relativism

Edited by Steven D. Hales

A Companion to Buddhist Philosophy

Edited by Steven M. Emmanuel

A Companion to the Philosophy of Time

Edited by Heather Dyke and Adrian Bardon

A Companion to Experimental Philosophy

Edited by Justin Sytsma and Wesley Buckwalter

A Companion to Applied Philosophy

Edited by Kasper Lippert-Rasmussen, Kimberley Brownlee, and
David Coady

A Companion to Nineteenth-Century Philosophy
Edited by John Shand

A Companion to Atheism and Philosophy

Edited by Graham Oppy

A Companion to Free Will

Edited by Joe Campbell, Kristin M. Mickelson, and V. Alan
White

A Companion to Public Philosophy

Edited by Lee McIntyre, Nancy McHugh, and Ian Olasov


http://wiley.com

A Companion to Public
Philosophy

Edited by

Lee McIntyre, Nancy McHugh,
and Ian Olasov

WILEY Blackwell



This edition first published 2022
© 2022 John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, except as permitted by law. Advice on how
to obtain permission to reuse material from this title is available at http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

The rights of Lee McIntyre, Nancy McHugh, and Tan Olasov to be identified as the authors of editorial material in this work
has been asserted in accordance with law.

Registered Office
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, USA

Editorial Office
9600 Garsington Road, Oxford, 0X4 2DQ, UK

For details of our global editorial offices, customer services, and more information about Wiley products visit us at
www.wiley.com.

Wiley also publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats and by print-on-demand. Some content that appears in
standard print versions of this book may not be available in other formats.

Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty

The contents of this work are intended to further general scientific research, understanding, and discussion only

and are not intended and should not be relied upon as recommending or promoting scientific method, diagnosis, or
treatment by physicians for any particular patient. In view of ongoing research, equipment modifications, changes

in governmental regulations, and the constant flow of information relating to the use of medicines, equipment, and
devices, the reader is urged to review and evaluate the information provided in the package insert or instructions for

each medicine, equipment, or device for, among other things, any changes in the instructions or indication of usage

and for added warnings and precautions. While the publisher and authors have used their best efforts in preparing this
work, they make no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this
work and specifically disclaim all warranties, including without limitation any implied warranties of merchantability or
fitness for a particular purpose. No warranty may be created or extended by sales representatives, written sales materials
or promotional statements for this work. The fact that an organization, website, or product is referred to in this work

as a citation and/or potential source of further information does not mean that the publisher and authors endorse the
information or services the organization, website, or product may provide or recommendations it may make. This work is
sold with the understanding that the publisher is not engaged in rendering professional services. The advice and strategies
contained herein may not be suitable for your situation. You should consult with a specialist where appropriate. Further,
readers should be aware that websites listed in this work may have changed or disappeared between when this work was
written and when it is read. Neither the publisher nor authors shall be liable for any loss of profit or any other commercial
damages, including but not limited to special, incidental, consequential, or other damages.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: McIntyre, Lee C., editor. | McHugh, Nancy Arden, editor. | Olasov,
Tan, editor.

Title: A companion to public philosophy / edited by Lee McIntyre, Nancy
McHugh, Ian Olasov.

Description: Hoboken, NJ : Wiley-Blackwell, 2022. | Series: Blackwell
companions to philosophy | Includes bibliographical references and
index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2022001633 (print) | LCCN 2022001634 (ebook) | ISBN
9781119635222 (cloth) | ISBN 9781119635239 (adobe pdf) | ISBN
9781119635246 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: Philosophy—Social aspects | Ethics—Social aspects |
Applied ethics

Classification: LCCB63 .C653 2022 (print) | LCCB63 (ebook) | DDC
100-dc23/eng/20220208

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022001633

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022001634

Cover Design: Wiley
Cover Image: © Alexander Spatari/Getty Images

Setin 10/12.5pt Photina by Straive, Pondicherry, India

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions
http://www.wiley.com

Contents

Notes on Contributors

Foreword
Jason Stanley

Partl Public Philosophy and Its Problems

1

What Is Public Philosophy?
Lee MclIntyre

The Professionalization of Philosophy: From Athens to the APA and Beyond
Adam Briggle

Rekindling Public Philosophy
Tom Morris

The Case Against Public Philosophy
Jack Russell Weinstein

The Value of Public Philosophy
Evelyn Brister

PartIl Locations and Impacts

6

10

Feminist Bioethics as Public Practice
Yolonda Wilson

Disability, Bioethics, and the Duty to Do Public Philosophy During a
Global Pandemic
Joseph A. Stramondo

Philosophy in Public Life in the Latin American and Latinx Traditions:
Mexico and Argentina
Sergio A. Gallegos-Ordorica

Africana Public Philosophy and Its Critique of Anti-Black Propaganda
Dalitso Ruwe

Earth — A Place for Indigenous Solutions
Daniel R. Wildcat

ix

Xix

18

26

41

53
55

65

75

86

95



CONTENTS

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

Public Reasoning About the Good Life
Massimo Pigliucci

Public Philosophy, Sustainability, and Environmental Problems

Zachary Piso

Philosophy of Protest and Epistemic Activism
José Medina

Public Philosophy and Deliberative Practices

Noélle McAfee

Peace Literacy, Public Philosophy, and Peace Activism
Christian Matheis and Sharyn Clough

Public Philosophy and Fat Activism
Lacey ]. Davidson and Melissa D. Gruver

Public Philosophy in Effective Altruism
Brian Berkey

Public Philosophy and Food: Foodies, Ethics, and Activism

Shanti Chu

Public Philosophy and Trans Activism
Veronica Ivy and B. R. George

PartII Modalities

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

vi

Popular Ethics in The Good Place and Beyond
Todd May

Welcome to Voice Land: Public Philosophy on the Radio
Anthony L. Cashio

Public Philosophy Through Film
S.B. Schoonover

Say What? Talking Philosophy with the Public
Ruth Chang

Public Philosophy and Popular Culture
William Irwin

Public Philosophy Through Narrative
Barry Lam

Philosophy Podcasting
Peter Adamson

Philosophical Spaces
Ian Olasov

Philosophy in Nature as a Kind of Public Philosophy
Andrea Christelle

106

114

123

134

143

154

166

175

186

201

203

211

221

233

240

249

259

266

280



29

30

31

Philosophical Counseling
Lou Marinoff

The Transformative Power of Community Engaged Teaching
A. Todd Franklin

Philosophy Through Memes
Simon J. Evnine

PartIV Collaborators

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

Philosophy for Children
Jana Mohr Lone

Public Philosophy in Prisons
Michael Ray

Philosophical Collaborations with Activists
Andrea J. Pitts

Getting Close: Philosophers Engage with Government and NGOS
Anita L. Allen

Healthcare Ethics Consultation as Public Philosophy
Lisa Fuller and Mark Christopher Navin

Ethics Consulting in Industry
Michael Brent and Reid Blackman

Interactions Between Professionalized and Non-Professionalized
Philosophers
John Altmann and Bryan W. Van Norden

PartV Looking Forward

39

40

41

42

Troubling the “Public” in and Through Philosophy
George Yancy

Esse est Percipi: Public Relations for Philosophers
Patrick Lin

Institutional Challenges to Public Philosophy
Michael D. Burroughs

The Future of Public Philosophy
Nancy Mchugh

Index

CONTENTS
290

303

311

325

327

337

347

359

371

381

388

397

399

409

419

428

443

vii






Notes on Contributors

Peter Adamson is Professor of Late Ancient and Arabic Philosophy at the LMU in Munich.
He is the author of Al-Kindi and Al-Razi in the series Great Medieval Thinkers and has edited or
co-edited many books, including The Cambridge Companion to Arabic Philosophy and Interpreting
Avicenna: Critical Essays. He is also the host of the History of Philosophy podcast (https://
historyofphilosophy.net/), which appears as a series of books with Oxford University Press.

Anita L. Allen is an attorney and the Henry R. Silverman Professor of Law and Professor of
Philosophy at the University of Pennsylvania. A past president of the American Philosophical
Association, Allen is a member of the National Academy of Medicine and the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences. Allen has served on the National Commission for the Study of
Bioethical Issues and the boards of the National Constitution Center and the Electronic
Privacy Information Center. A globally recognized expert on privacy, data protection, and
values, Allen’s books include Unpopular Privacy, The New Ethics, and Why Privacy Isn’t
Everything. Allen has been a columnist and featured on NPR and in newspapers, magazines,
and blogs, including The New York Times, The Stone, and What It’s Like to Be a Philosopher.

John Altmann is an independent scholar in philosophy who has published most extensively
with the Popular Culture and Philosophy book series produced by OpenCourt Publishing, which
seeks to disseminate philosophical ideas and facilitate a greater interest in philosophy among
the general public. He has published alongside Bryan Van Norden, in the New York Times edi-
torial The Stone, an essay titled “Was This Ancient Taoist the First Philosopher of Disability?”
which pertained to Zhuangzi and the portrayals of disability in Eastern thought. He is also a
member of and has published for the European Network of Japanese Philosophy as well as the
Borderless Philosophy Journal.

Brian Berkey is Assistant Professor in the Department of Legal Studies and Business Ethics
in the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania and holds a secondary appointment
in the Department of Philosophy at Penn. During the 2018-19 academic year, he was a
fellow-in-residence at the Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics at Harvard University. He works in
moral and political philosophy, including environmental ethics and business ethics. Topics
that he’s published on include moral demandingness, individual obligations of justice, cli-
mate ethics and justice, exploitation, ethical consumerism, justice for non-human animals,
and effective altruism.

Reid Blackman is the founder and CEO of Virtue, where he works with senior leaders to inte-
grate ethical risk mitigation into the development and deployment of digital products. He is
the author of Ethical Machines, his work has been profiled in The Wall Street Journal, and he


https://historyofphilosophy.net/
https://historyofphilosophy.net/

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

has contributed pieces to The Harvard Business Review, TechCrunch, and VentureBeat. He regu-
larly speaks at businesses, universities, and nonprofits, including at The World Economic
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from Harvard Law School, and a D.Phil. In philosophy from the University of Oxford. She has
held fellowship positions at Harvard, Princeton, and Stanford and has won various academic
awards. Her expertise concerns philosophical questions relating to the nature of value, value
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Lacey J. Davidson is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University of Indianapolis and
a public philosopher. She organizes for transformative community change in Indiana with
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Simon J. Evnine is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Miami. His most recent book
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Franklin frequently forges partnerships between communities and students in the service of
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Lisa Fuller is Assistant Professor in the philosophy department at Merrimack College.
Formerly, she was Assistant Professor at the University at Albany (SUNY) and a postdoctoral
fellow at the University of Sheffield. She received her PhD from the University of Toronto. She
conducts research in political philosophy, bioethics, and feminist philosophy. She has worked
closely with Médecins Sans Frontieres on the ethical implications of humanitarian aid. Much
of her work has focused on questions of priority-setting in healthcare, and she has recently
developed an interest in the theory and practice of hospital ethics consultation. She has pub-
lished in journals including the Journal of Moral Philosophy, Journal of Clinical Ethics, and
American Journal of Bioethics.

Sergio A. Gallegos-Ordorica is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at John Jay College of
Criminal Justice (CUNY). He received his PhD from the Graduate Center of the City University
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enrich each other. Gallegos Ordorica is the author of various articles at the intersection of
Latin American philosophy and US pragmatism. In particular, he has published “Andrés
Bello as a prefiguration of Richard Rorty” in Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society; and
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Reading Huw Price through Andrés Bello” is forthcoming in Transactions. Other recent pub-
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Faculty Visiting Fellowship at Duke University for the academic year 2021-2022 in order to
write a book on the seventeenth century Novohispanic philosopher and poet Sor Juana Inés
de la Cruz.

B. R. George is Assistant Professor in the Department of Philosophy and the Linguistics
Program at Carnegie Mellon University, and a neurodivergent queer cyborg. Their research
explores such themes as “what does that even mean?” and “someone is wrong on the inter-
net” with tools from analytic philosophy and theoretical linguistics. Their book What Even Is

Gender? (coauthored with R.A. Briggs) is under contract.

Melissa D. Gruver is Associate Director for Civic Engagement & Leadership Development at
Purdue University. She is an educator, organizer, and public philosopher committed to exam-
ining (and contributing to) group-centered leadership within social movements. She is partic-
ularly interested in uncovering leadership in unlikely places and deconstructing the master
narrative surrounding social change. Some of her work is published in Fat Studies Journal and
New Directions for Student Leadership and in the book Educating for Citizenship and Social Justice.
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William Irwin is Professor of Philosophy at King's College in Pennsylvania. He originated
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collections of poetry. Irwin has been interviewed by CNN, NPR, MSNBC, and the BBC. He
blogs for PsychologyToday.com, and his essays have been published by The New York Times.
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discuss trans issues and particularly trans and intersex athlete rights. In addition to her
academic work, she is a two-time masters track cycling world champion and previous mas-
ters world-record holder. Ivy also happens to be a queer trans woman. She is the first known
trans woman to win a track cycling world championship. Veronica also engages in advocacy
and activism for trans and intersex athletes. Her message is that #SportlsAHumanRight. Ivy
brings a unique perspective of being an academic, an athlete, and an activist to her work.

Barry Lam is Associate Professor and Chair in Philosophy at Vassar College. He is the host
and executive producer of Slate’s Hi-Phi Nation podcast, a narrative-driven documentary
series about philosophy, covering the relationship between philosophy and science, the arts,
law, and everyday life. Many seasons of the show can be found at hiphination.org.

Patrick Lin is Director of the Ethics + Emerging Sciences Group at Cal Poly, where he is a full
philosophy professor. He is currently affiliated with Stanford Law School, the 100 Year Study
on Al, Czech Academy of Sciences, Center for a New American Security, and the World
Economic Forum. Previous affiliations include Stanford’s School of Engineering, US Naval
Academy, University of Notre Dame, Dartmouth, UNIDIR, and the Fulbright specialist
program (University of Iceland). Lin is well published in technology ethics — including on Al,
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Santa Barbara.

Lou Marinoff is Professor of Philosophy at The City College of New York, founding president
of the American Philosophical Practitioners Association (APPA), and editor of APPAs
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Christian Matheis is faculty in Community and Justice Studies in the Department of Justice
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Foreword

JASON STANLEY

It is a daunting task to introduce a volume of this range and importance, even more so when
the audience at which it is directed are one’s professional colleagues. To professional philos-
ophers, “public philosophy” resonates very differently than to those outside the academic
discipline. The task of this volume is directed at professional philosophers rather than to a
public that will decide for itself what is important and not important. Whether the public
will be interested in something and interested in it because they regard it as philosophical
will not ever be determined by what professional philosophers tell them they should be inter-
ested in. That is a false theory of the public. Some of what a public may regard as important
philosophy might rightly be regarded by professional philosophers as something else, perhaps
self-help. Other times, professional philosophers might just be wrong about the scope of
philosophy.

Insofar as someone needs to be convinced of the importance of public philosophy and learn
it as a distinctive kind of writing and thinking, or a set of ways of writing and thinking, dis-
tinct from academic writing, that person is a professional philosopher. How does one who is
used to engaging only an academic audience, engage a public? What are the different ways in
which one can, as a professional philosopher, interact with publics, writing or otherwise, e.g.
via working with activists or teaching in prisons? Should the label of “public philosophy” be
reserved as a name for the task of explaining familiar philosophical problems, such as the
Sorites Paradox, to a lay public? Or is it a label for the public work that philosophers have
always done, as intellectuals in the public sphere contributing to ongoing debate on topics
from social change to existential peril? This volume addresses and speaks to all of these
questions and more.

These essays, more than anything, are a wide and variegated field report from philoso-
phers who have successfully engaged various publics. Many essays are philosophers’
reflections on the publics they have engaged, the methods they have used to engage them, and
the lessons and morals from these engagements. It emerges from these essays, for example,
that there are very different publics who are responding to philosophy. There is an avid public
for philosophy in American prisons, where the teaching of philosophy has attracted a dedi-
cated cadre of professors and students. There is a public among activist groups across the
political spectrum, a public in government policy. There is also, as it turns out, an avid public
for philosophy in banks, private equity, and the tech oligarchy.
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There is a sub-theme to this volume that is indicative of its audience of professional
philosophers. As they always have, philosophers are playing roles in public political debate.
You will find philosophers, including in this volume, divided upon whether this role — of, say,
the public engagements of a Jiirgen Habermas in Germany, or an Angela Davis or Cornell
West in the United States — “count as” public philosophy. Are these philosophers who have
become activists and hence left a pure domain of thought that is the philosophical? Or are
they bringing lengthy philosophical engagement to political debate upon which it rightly
bears? Is their role philosophical only when they directly bring a central philosophical con-
cept to bear on public debate? More controversially, can the topics of public debate, the
decision points of action and logic, and how they weigh into evaluating a position themselves,
change and inform the work and thinking of philosophy?

My own view here is as follows. The concept of freedom is at the heart of philosophical
inquiry. It is also a concept shared and revered and fought over by many publics. If, like me,
you entered the field of philosophy not because of a desire to be a professional philosopher,
but because your interest lay in a concept like freedom, you will find yourself drawn into
debates about it outside philosophy. When those debates are political, when things, lives, pol-
icies, and decisions hang on it, the position you take is not merely academic. This does not
mean that it is no longer philosophy. Indeed, anyone who has dedicated their life to philosophy
should reject the view that philosophy is merely of academic importance. It may also be that
philosophical plausibility is a function not just of its internal logic but also of its consequences
with regard to action.

In boundary debates about public philosophy, the notion of a central philosophical con-
cept is sometimes held fixed, determined by professional philosophers. But what is considered
to be a central philosophical concept is a highly contextual matter and differs across time and
traditions. All political philosophers regard the concept of democracy as philosophically
central. Colonialism, by contrast, is utterly central to multiple philosophical traditions in
social and political philosophy but has been less central in analytic political philosophy. In
427 BCE, Cleon’s contribution to the Mytilenian debate begins with the declaration that “a
democracy is incapable of governing others,” thereby theorizing democracy and colonialism
together as competitors (Thucydides II1.36). Professional philosophers in their academic
debates are as hostage to faddish thinking and trendiness of topic as any other group. What is
currently thought of as central by professional philosophy is a rough guide, at best, to
centrality. Professional philosophers should be open to correction by reality of their pre-
conceptions about centrality.

How does one address a public? What is the recent history of these attempts? Should we
strictly delineate the boundaries of what public philosophy is, and if so, who should do the
delineating, and how? What is so vexed about the attachment of the adjective “public” to the
noun “philosophy”? As the essays in this volume show, reflection on the topic of public philos-
ophy raises thorny philosophical issues about what it is to practice philosophy, and hence
questions about what is constitutive of being a philosopher.
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What Is Public Philosophy?
LEE MCINTYRE

After years of misgivings, false starts, and concerns about “what are my colleagues going to
think?” — usually followed by furious clandestine activity — I am elated to think that public
philosophy has finally arrived. This is more than just the philosophical profession “having a
moment” over an enlarged view of what issues count as philosophical and who counts as a
philosophical audience, but a full-fledged acknowledgment that public engagement is now
returning to the rightful place it had at the time that philosophy was founded.

When Socrates began to engage people in the streets of Athens 2400 years ago, philosophy
was very much a public enterprise. The idea was that through philosophical discussion, we
could learn more about not only the important questions of knowledge, reality, morality, and
justice but also how to make ourselves better people in the process. At its inception, philos-
ophy was practiced by and with ordinary people, and it was responsive to their questions and
concerns. Somewhere along the way, philosophy got taken over by scholars, but it was not
always thus. Indeed, for most of its history, philosophy’s most celebrated practitioners often
did something else for a living: Confucius was a governor, Maimonides was a physician,
Descartes was a soldier, Hume was an administrator, Hildegard of Bingen was an abbess,
Locke was a government official, Bishop Berkley was a religious cleric, Sri Harsa was a court
poet, Anselm was a cleric, Spinoza was a lens grinder, Leibniz was a mathematician, Anna
Julia Cooper was a school teacher and organizer, and so on.

The standard history tells us that all this changed with Kant, who became the first famous
philosophy professor! — which means that in about 1780, over two millennia after it got its
start, the professionalization of philosophy had begun. Over time, as philosophers began to
respond more and more to one another (and philosophical issues got more difficult for even
the educated public to understand), there came a growing sense that philosophy was not
very applicable to real-world problems and that those who were interested in philosophical
work were most likely to be other philosophers. In the ensuing years, as the analytic and
continental traditions began their split (and the former became much more dominant in the
English-speaking world), this problem was exacerbated. More and more, philosophy aban-
doned its concern with the “meaning of life” and focused most of its attention on the
“meaning of words.”
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Of course, even in its recent history, there have been those who sought engagement with a
general audience or wanted to make their work more relevant to human concerns. Not far
behind, though, were the nay-sayers, who celebrated Bertrand Russell’s work in logic but
decried his popular essays and small paperbacks, or those who failed to acknowledge that Karl
Marx was a philosopher at all. But in recent years, there has been a revival of interest in the
idea that philosophy should matter more, not just to the public but to the lives of the
professional philosophers who do it, and that philosophy can and should be written in a more
accessible way. More importantly, there has been less apology and embarrassment over the
desire to do public philosophy, even while there are still organizations like “Against Professional
Philosophy” that keep their membership secret and identify themselves only by code names
for fear of retaliation.

In the twenty-first century, we have numerous examples of prominent members of the
profession who write for a general audience (Harry Frankfurt, Peter Godfrey-Smith, Kate
Manne, Jason Stanley, and George Yancy come to mind) but also philosophical radio shows,
podcasts, a dedicated philosophy column (until recently) in the New York Times called The
Stone, and a new column in The New Statesman called Agora.> We have public events like “Ask
a Philosopher” and “Night of Philosophy” in many cities,* and philosophers who give TED
talks, write op-eds, and give speeches to industry, government, and corporations all around
the world.* Some these days even work as consultants on popular television shows that take
up philosophical issues, like The Good Place.> Also worth mentioning here are some of the
efforts to capture philosophical issues on film, such as The Imitation Game, Memento, and The
Matrix, not to mention documentary films like Astra Taylor's Examined Life and What Is
Democracy? and Raoul Peck’s biographical drama The Young Karl Marx.® For those who wish to
do public philosophy, the venues these days are abundant.

There is even recognition now by the American Philosophical Association (APA) itself of
the value of public philosophy: it started the Public Philosophy Network (before it grew into
its own entity) and the APA Committee on Public Philosophy. Other institutions that promote
the worth of public philosophy include the Marc Sanders Foundation, the Kegley Institute,
the Institute for Philosophy and Public Policy at George Mason, The Society of Philosophers
in America (SOPHIA), Philosophy Learning and Teaching Organization (PLATO), the Parr
Center for Ethics, the Prindle Institute for Ethics, The Kettering Foundation, and the National
High School Ethics Bowl.

It is important to remember, too, that in other countries, philosophy never really left public
life in the way it did in the United States. Even at the height of the linguistic turn in philosophy
in the 1960s, Oxbridge philosophers were on British radio and TV all the time, and there are
still philosophical radio and TV programs in France and Germany. While there are surely still
some philosophers who look down their noses at anything perceived as “popular,” we have
also seen an avalanche of academics who are trying to get their own titles published in the
popular philosophy series at Blackwell, Oxford, and Open Court.” It is no longer absurd to
think that “public philosophy” is a respectable enterprise within philosophy itself.

The appearance of so many works in the last decade that fall under the banner of “public
philosophy” has done much to enhance the idea that one can engage in public philosophy
and still be a first-class scholar, and even to broaden our understanding of scholarship to
include public engagement. One hopes that those who are coming out of graduate school in
the next few decades will not remember a world that was any different. The challenge here, of
course, is to do work that (1) does not give short shrift to the philosophical issues but (2)
engages people beyond the academy in important matters that philosophers are thinking
about. The balance is tricky. One must strive simultaneously not to “water down” the issues
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but also not to lose the non-specialist reader. It’s hard enough to do philosophy with people
who share your professional training; try making it comprehensible to a general audience.

Some of the best examples of public philosophy so far seem to come from those who strive
to make most of their work accessible so that it exists only in one (clear) form, rather than
having a “scholarly” book, followed by a “popular” book, on the same issue. Of course, that is
only one way of doing public philosophy. Another model might be where philosophers take on
important matters of public concern in their scholarship, with less thought for who their
reading audience might be than for the idea that public philosophy means doing work that
serves the public good. This can lead to tension. Is public philosophy more about bringing the
public into the world of philosophers or getting philosophers to reach out to a larger set of
issues in the world? Maybe it’s both. An emerging third modality is when philosophers work
collaboratively with outside communities, decision-makers, and others about issues that they
would like to bring to the table.?

These considerations can lead to a fair amount of criticism and controversy — and confu-
sion — and perhaps for that reason, they are doubly important to contemplate in a volume
such as this, which is the first general anthology devoted to public philosophy in the English
language. And after waiting all these years, there’s a lot to consider! What is public philos-
ophy? Is it the same as “popular” or “applied” philosophy? Who counts as a public philoso-
pher? Does one need a PhD? An academic appointment? If we work with collaborators, are
they public philosophers as well? What counts as public engagement? Is it merely making
our work more accessible to a general audience? Or is it taking on some of the burning issues
of our day like fascism or inequality that are of particular moment at present within our
society — and taking a stand? What is the line between activism and public philosophy? Is
there a distinct set of “public” philosophical issues that carve out a separate subdiscipline?
Or does every subdiscipline and specialty area within philosophy have the potential to
become a source of public engagement? Should public philosophy be thought of more as an
approach to doing philosophy than its own subdiscipline? How should we provide institu-
tional recognition and credit for public philosophical work? And finally, why is it important
to do this kind of work at all?

One can find a lot of good work in public philosophy these days that provides different
answers to these questions. Indeed, given the amount of work that can credibly call itself
“public philosophy,” it is remarkable that until now there has not been a general anthology of
readings on this topic.’ In this volume, my colleagues and I have sought to remedy this by fea-
turing work from some of the most outstanding public philosophers of our time, who repre-
sent a diversity of approaches to the discipline.

What about the critics and the set of open critical issues that face public philosophy’s rela-
tionship to philosophy as a profession? As stated, public philosophy has been the subject of a
great deal of criticism, which we’'ve made an effort to feature here as well. This book is orga-
nized to consider both general issues in how to approach and think about public philosophy —
what it means, what may be its limits — and examples of outstanding work in various specific
areas of concern. Some of the historically neglected topics on race, ethnicity, gender, gender
identity, class, disability, and weight are all featured here. We also include chapters on the
diverse “modalities” of public philosophy to answer the question, “where does public philos-
ophy take place?” And with whom? In Ancient Greece, they had the marketplace. Today we
have the classroom, but also radio, film, television, podcasting, Zoom calls. . . a veritable
electronic reimagining of the public square.

Finally, there are questions about the institutional and societal challenges that face public
philosophy. Recognizing that most of the people — at least so far — who do public philosophy
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are academics, it is an important question how much public philosophy should count toward
getting a job, tenure, or promotion within the profession of philosophy. To date, many institu-
tions have been wary of “counting” this sort of work, but there are now guidelines from the
Public Philosophy Network, as well as mentor and review panels, that can help with this.
Another thing that might help is better public relations for philosophy or simply seeing more
people identify that this is what they do so outsiders can recognize public philosophers and
public philosophy when they see it. Outreach efforts like “Ask a Philosopher” and “Night of
Philosophy” are a delightful way to bring the public face to face with what philosophers do, in
a not-so-subtle return to the Athens marketplace. Philosophy can be meaningful to people in
ways that one might never have imagined.

Is it reasonable to expect, though, that if public philosophy is worth doing, we should have
some way of measuring its impact? Yes, but this should not presume that the only type of
public philosophy worth doing is that which is “measurable” in pages or clicks; since there are
so many different varieties of public philosophy, it would be hard to have a shared way of
measuring its impact across all approaches. In times of crisis, perhaps the greatest measure
of public philosophy is how much of a difference it can make to society as a whole — as in
Locke's influence on the founding of the American government or Marx in socialist countries,
right down to today’s concerns about “post-truth” or protests in the interest of social justice —
and this is all notoriously difficult to measure in quantitative terms. In terms of influence,
however, there is no question that one can always find a few philosophers at the forefront of
social and cultural change. So why, until now, have there been so few people doing it — or seek-
ing credit for the idea that this is what they are doing?

This lament is probably as old as philosophy itself, framed most eloquently by Henry David
Thoreau in the middle of the nineteenth century, when he observed that “there are nowadays
professors of philosophy, but not philosophers.” Can one imagine saying the same about other
professions, like medicine or law? What would it mean to have professors of surgery but no
surgeons or professors of law but no lawyers? If the only employment of philosophers is to
train other philosophers, what then is our most basic “work”? There is an element of “prac-
tice” in philosophy that has been missing for quite some time now, as the academy has ceded
more and more philosophical territory to others who fall outside it. These days it is not
unusual to have an ethics board at a major metropolitan hospital that includes a theologian,
a lawyer, a physician, and perhaps an MBA, but no one with any formal training in ethics.
How many panels on CNN and MSNBC did we watch during the Trump era that were
concerned with lying, facts, and truth but did not even consider the idea of including a philos-
opher? In a parallel universe, how often have we seen futurist tech capitalists (like Steven Jobs
and Elon Musk) and right-wing extremists (like Ben Shapiro and Richard Spencer) specu-
lating about matters that public philosophers might be weighing in on, instead?

If more of a secondary employment market existed outside colleges and universities, that
would be another way to do public philosophy. And in this volume, we’ve included chapters by
people who have found a way to do just this.!? But surely the campaign for public philosophy
is about more than just a jobs program for philosophy (although, even if only that, it would be
welcome). The “public intellectual” role in American life has all but disappeared (and prob-
ably never paid that well to begin with) irrespective of the jobs crisis in philosophy, yet we still
find a different orientation in Europe, where the opinions of philosophers and others are
sought on societal, governmental, and cultural affairs. And who can say that doesn’t sound
pretty good?

But that is not really what the debate over public philosophy is all about. In the eyes of the
general public — and even in our own — when we think of a philosopher, we think of an
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academic, a teacher, who trains students and does their own work (usually consisting of arti-
cles written only for other philosophers) in spare moments between student conferences and
committee meetings, or over the summer. But I am prepared here to argue that by abandon-
ing the practice of philosophy —and retreating more and more into the academic model of the
philosophy professor — philosophy has diminished its scope and importance not just in the
eyes of the public but even for the people who are doing it. To be engaged with matters of
public importance — where our analytical skills might be used to make the world a better place
and our own lives more meaningful — is to see philosophy at its best. It is to stretch to the full
extent of our powers. Not just to seek influence or fame for personal reasons, but to restore
philosophy to its rightful place as the means to seek a better life for both the individual and
society. That is what public philosophy can do.

It may have been a long time, but you can’t tell me that even among most academics, we
don’t feel the loss every time we teach Intro to Philosophy and start with Socrates. The stu-
dents regard us curiously as we smile at the audacity of the central place that philosophy held
in Athenian culture. Plato holds us rapt as we hear Socrates hold forth on the important
issues of the day, all while reminding us how little we actually know. This reinforces in our
mind the proud place that philosophy comes from, and I always feel its presence like a phantom
limb. Yet it is still there in the voices that ring out through the dialogues across the ages.
Before philosophy was about writing, it was about doing. It was about becoming something
more than what we are — or knowing something we had failed to see — by using the powers of
reason and disputation to engage with one another on the most important matters of the day.

To read the dialogues is to remind ourselves of what philosophy looked like at the height of
its powers. When philosophers were respected and consulted. When we were free and
independent, to pursue a question wherever the argument might lead, without fear of
authority, censure, or — these days — a bad teaching evaluation, the reduction of a tenure
track position to adjunct status, or the threat of layoffs by administrators if our enrollments
do not increase.

“And what is good, Phaedrus? And what is not good? — Need we ask anyone to tell us these
things?”

Notes

1 See Chapter 2 of this volume, by Adam Briggle.

2 The Stone ran for a little over 10 years and was recently eliminated in a reorganization of op-ed

columns at the New York Times (https://dailynous.com/2021/05/25/the-new-york-times-

eliminates-dedicated-philosophy-column). Agora, the philosophy column in The New Statesman, is at

https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2021/05/agora-a-marketplace-of-ideas.

See Chapter 27 of this volume, by Ian Olasowv.

See Chapters 3, 23, and 40 of this volume, by Tom Morris, Ruth Chang, and Patrick Lin,

respectively.

See Chapter 20 of this volume, by Tom May.

See Chapter 22 of this volume, by Steven Schoonover.

See Chapter 24 of this volume, by William Irwin.

See Chapters 33, 34, and 35 of this volume, by Michael Ray, Andrea Pitts, and Anita Allen,

respectively.

9  Although there have of course been kindred efforts over the years: a 2014 special issue of Essays
in Philosophy devoted to public philosophy, Brister and Frodeman’s A Guide to Field Philosophy
and Fulford, Lockrobin, and Smith’s Philosophy and Community, Miller’s Intentional Disruption
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(a collection of papers about public philosophy), various essays in the journal Precollege Philosophy
and Public Practice, as well as a number of books and essay collections devoted to particular figures
in public philosophy and particular domains of public philosophy practice (E.T. Weber’s America’s
Public Philosopher, Briggle and Frodeman'’s Socrates Tenured, and countless books about the theory
and practice of philosophy for children, healthcare ethics, philosophical counseling, etc., over the
years). One should also note that there are references to earlier discussions of public philosophy by
Chomsky, Nussbaum, Tully, Laden, and others scattered throughout the volume.

10 See Chapter 37 of this volume, by Michael Brent and Reid Blackman, and also Chapter 38 by John
Altmann and Bryan van Norden. Further opportunities to do public philosophy outside the
academy can be found in the chapters by Tom Morris, Lou Marinoff, and many others in this
volume.



