




American Civil War For Dummies®, 2nd Edition
Published by: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River
Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774, www.wiley.com
Copyright © 2022 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Hoboken,
New Jersey
Published simultaneously in Canada
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording,
scanning or otherwise, except as permitted under
Sections 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright
Act, without the prior written permission of the
Publisher. Requests to the Publisher for permission
should be addressed to the Permissions Department,
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ
07030, (201) 748-6011, fax (201) 748-6008, or online at
http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions.
Trademarks: Wiley, For Dummies, the Dummies Man
logo, Dummies.com, Making Everything Easier, and
related trade dress are trademarks or registered
trademarks of John Wiley & Sons, Inc., and may not be
used without written permission. All other trademarks
are the property of their respective owners. John Wiley &
Sons, Inc., is not associated with any product or vendor
mentioned in this book.

LIMIT OF LIABILITY/DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY:
WHILE THE PUBLISHER AND AUTHORS HAVE USED
THEIR BEST EFFORTS IN PREPARING THIS WORK,
THEY MAKE NO REPRESENTATIONS OR
WARRANTIES WITH RESPECT TO THE ACCURACY OR
COMPLETENESS OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS WORK
AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES,
INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION ANY IMPLIED

http://www.wiley.com/
http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions


WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS
FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. NO WARRANTY MAY
BE CREATED OR EXTENDED BY SALES
REPRESENTATIVES, WRITTEN SALES MATERIALS OR
PROMOTIONAL STATEMENTS FOR THIS WORK. THE
FACT THAT AN ORGANIZATION, WEBSITE, OR
PRODUCT IS REFERRED TO IN THIS WORK AS A
CITATION AND/OR POTENTIAL SOURCE OF FURTHER
INFORMATION DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE
PUBLISHER AND AUTHORS ENDORSE THE
INFORMATION OR SERVICES THE ORGANIZATION,
WEBSITE, OR PRODUCT MAY PROVIDE OR
RECOMMENDATIONS IT MAY MAKE. THIS WORK IS
SOLD WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE
PUBLISHER IS NOT ENGAGED IN RENDERING
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. THE ADVICE AND
STRATEGIES CONTAINED HEREIN MAY NOT BE
SUITABLE FOR YOUR SITUATION. YOU SHOULD
CONSULT WITH A SPECIALIST WHERE APPROPRIATE.
FURTHER, READERS SHOULD BE AWARE THAT
WEBSITES LISTED IN THIS WORK MAY HAVE
CHANGED OR DISAPPEARED BETWEEN WHEN THIS
WORK WAS WRITTEN AND WHEN IT IS READ.
NEITHER THE PUBLISHER NOR AUTHORS SHALL BE
LIABLE FOR ANY LOSS OF PROFIT OR ANY OTHER
COMMERCIAL DAMAGES, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL,
CONSEQUENTIAL, OR OTHER DAMAGES.

For general information on our other products and
services, please contact our Customer Care Department
within the U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-
572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002. For technical support,
please visit https://hub.wiley.com/community/support/dummies.
Wiley publishes in a variety of print and electronic
formats and by print-on-demand. Some material included

https://hub.wiley.com/community/support/dummies


with standard print versions of this book may not be
included in e-books or in print-on-demand. If this book
refers to media such as a CD or DVD that is not included
in the version you purchased, you may download this
material at http://booksupport.wiley.com. For more
information about Wiley products, visit www.wiley.com.
Library of Congress Control Number: 2022930305
ISBN 978-1-119-86329-8 (pbk); ISBN 978-1-119-86330-4
(ebk); ISBN 978-1-119-86331-1 (ebk)

http://booksupport.wiley.com/
http://www.wiley.com/


American Civil War For
Dummies®
To view this book's Cheat Sheet,
simply go to www.dummies.com and
search for “American Civil War For
Dummies Cheat Sheet” in the Search
box.

Table of Contents
Cover
Title Page
Copyright
Introduction

About This Book
What Not to Read
Foolish Assumptions
Icons Used in this Book
Beyond the Book
Where to Go from Here

Part 1: The War and Its Causes
Chapter 1: How Did the War Happen?

The Big Picture: War and Politics
The North and South: Two Different Worlds
The Opposing Sides
Playing a Part in the Controversy: The Constitution

http://www.dummies.com/
file:///tmp/calibre_5.42.0_tmp_ph7ei9ql/59zqz_fe_pdf_out/OPS/cover.xhtml


Struggling for Power
California: The Compromise of 1850

Chapter 2: The Five Steps to War: 1850–
1860

Setting the Stage: Five Events Leading to War
Struggling for Kansas
Rising from the Collapse: The Republican Party
The Republicans and the 1856 Presidential Election
The Dred Scott Decision
John Brown’s Raid
The Fighting South, the Angry North
The Election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860

Chapter 3: Secession and War: 1860–1861
The First Secession: South Carolina and the Lower South
Building a New Nation: The Confederacy
Taking Office: Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address
Firing the First Shot
So, Who Started the War?

Part 2: Making War
Chapter 4: Civil War Armies: Structure and
Organization

Understanding the Basics of War
Creating a Strategy: Three Basic Questions
Uncovering the Principles of War
Developing Campaigns: The Art of War
Putting It All Together: Strategy to Campaigns to Battles
Looking at the Civil War Army Organization
Building a Basic Civil War Army Structure: The Regiment
Comparing the Science versus the Art of War

Chapter 5: Union and Confederate Strategy
Comparing Northern and Southern Resources
Wartime Strategy: Union and Confederate



Geography and Strategy: Theaters of War
Civil War Strategy in Retrospect

Chapter 6: Organizing and Training the
Armies

Making Civilians into Soldiers
Qualifications of Union and Confederate Officers

Chapter 7: Significant Weapons of the Civil
War

The Weapons You Need to Fight
The Rifled Musket and Tactics
The Really Big Guns: Civil War Artillery
Cavalry Weapons

Part 3: Opening Moves, 1861–1862
Chapter 8: Starting the War: Bull Run (First
Manassas), July 1861

The First Rumblings: “On to Richmond!”
Marching into Battle (Sort Of)
Organizing the Armies: Disposition of Forces on the
Battlefield
Opening Moves: Key Decisions and Events
Advancing to Victory: The Outcome
Analyzing the Battle
Heroes and Goats

Chapter 9: Trouble West of the Mississippi
and the Road to Shiloh, August 1861–April
1862

Focusing on the Early Battlegrounds of Missouri and
Arkansas
Dictating a Strategy in the Western Theater
Struggling with Rank: Union Command
The Importance of Kentucky
Attacking the Forts: Grant Teams with the Navy
The Shiloh Campaign



The Fighting Begins: The Battle of Shiloh
Aftermath of the Battle
Heroes and Goats

Chapter 10: Union Navy Victories and Union
Army Defeats, March–July 1862

Bringing in a New Commander: George B. McClellan
Taking a Gamble: The Blockade
Patrolling the Coast: Union Naval Victories
Discovering the Political Price of Failure and Inaction
The Peninsula: A New Campaign
Writing a New Chapter in Naval Warfare: The Ironclad
Getting Fooled at Yorktown
Battle of Wills: The Presidents versus the Generals
McClellan Makes a Mistake before Richmond

Chapter 11: Stonewall Jackson’s Valley
Campaign, March–June 1862

Creating a Hero: Stonewall Jackson
Stonewall’s Valley: The Shenandoah
The Valley Campaign: An Appreciation

Chapter 12: The Seven Days of Robert E.
Lee, June–July 1862

The Confederacy in Crisis: Seven Pines
Results of the Battle: McClellan Falters
Taking Command: The “King of Spades”
The Significance of the Campaign
Heroes and Goats

Chapter 13: Second Bull Run (Manassas),
August 1862

Reshuffling the Union Command Structure
Giving Lee an Opportunity: “Old Brains” Miscalculates
The Aftermath of the Battle
Heroes and Goats



Chapter 14: The Bloodiest Day: Antietam
(Sharpsburg), September 1862

Winning the War Now: The Confederate Strategic Situation
Waiting for a Victory: The Union Strategic Situation
The Antietam Campaign
Jackson’s Coup at Harpers Ferry
Starting the Battle: McClellan Creeps In
Aftermath of the Battle
Assessing the Battle and Its Significance
The Emancipation Proclamation
Heroes and Goats

Chapter 15: Lost Opportunities for the
Confederacy in the West: September–
October 1862

The Western Theater: A Lesson in Geography
Confederate Cavalry Dominates Tennessee
Bragg Takes Command
Starting the Fight: The Battle of Perryville
Enduring Another Confederate Disaster: Iuka and Corinth
Assessing the Aftermath of the Campaign: Results and
Recriminations
Significance of the Battles
Heroes and Goats

Chapter 16: War So Terrible: Fredericksburg
and Murfreesboro, December 1862

Making a New Start in the East
Hurry Up and Wait at the Rappahannock
The Battle of Fredericksburg
The Aftermath of the Battle
The Battle of Murfreesboro
The Results of the Battle
Heroes and Goats

Part 4: War to the Hilt, 1863–1865



Chapter 17: The Battle of Chancellorsville,
May 1863

Beginning a New Campaign in the Eastern Theater
Heroes and Goats

Chapter 18: The Battles of Gettysburg and
Vicksburg, July 1863

The Gettysburg Campaign
The Battle of Gettysburg: Day One
The Battle of Gettysburg: Day Two
The Battle of Gettysburg: Day Three
The Final Moves
The Battle’s Significance
Heroes and Goats
1863: The Western Theater
The Vicksburg Campaign
The Siege and Fall of Vicksburg
Success at Port Hudson
Grant’s Accomplishment
Heroes
Goats

Chapter 19: The Battles of Chickamauga
and Chattanooga, August–November 1863

Rosecrans: Approaching and Taking Chattanooga
The Chickamauga Campaign
The Battle of Chickamauga: Day One
The Battle of Chickamauga: Day Two
The Battle Ends
Chickamauga: The Results
Heroes and Goats
Turned Tables at Chattanooga
The Battle’s Aftermath
Heroes and Goats



Chapter 20: Lee and Grant: Operations in
Virginia, May–October 1864

Generals Get Their Orders from Grant
Day One in the Wilderness: “Bushwhacking on a Grand
Scale”
Day Two in the Wilderness: Grant Doesn’t Quit
Lee Loses the Initiative at North Anna
Grant’s Disaster at Cold Harbor
The Jug-Handle Movement to Petersburg
The Second Valley Campaign
The Siege at Petersburg: July–October 1864

Chapter 21: The Atlanta Campaign and a
Guarantee of Union Victory, May–December
1864

Taking Command: Johnston and the Army of Tennessee
Preparing to Move: Sherman in the Western Theater
The Campaign for Atlanta Begins
The Battle for Atlanta
Looking at the Navy’s Contributions in 1864
Checking on Presidential Politics of 1864
Sherman’s March to the Sea
Assessing Sherman’s Impact

Chapter 22: The Destruction of Hood’s Army
in Tennessee, October 1864–January 1865

Hood Moves North
Triumphing at Nashville: Thomas’s Brilliant Plan
The Battle of Nashville
The Aftermath
Heroes and Goats

Chapter 23: A Matter of Time: Petersburg to
Appomattox, January–April 1865

The Strategic Situation in 1865
Lee’s Fateful Dilemma: Petersburg



The Last Retreat
Symbolic Formalities: The Last Act
Closing Events: The War Ends, a President Dies
Victory and Uncertainty: The Reunited States
Winners and Losers: The Debate Lives On

Part 5: Behind the Lines
Chapter 24: The Confederacy: Creating a
Nation at War

Examining Jefferson Davis as President and War Leader
Creating the New Confederate Government
Financing the War
Supplying Manpower for the War
Supplying Material for the War
Detailing the Confederate Naval War
Struggling with Diplomacy: European Recognition
Creating a Nation: Confederate Nationalism

Chapter 25: The Union at War: Creating a
New Republican Future for America

Looking at Abraham Lincoln as President and War Leader
Financing the War
Running the War: Congress and the President
Fighting the War
Building an Economy: Northern Industrial Production

Chapter 26: Wartime in America: Its Effect
on the People

Meeting the Common Soldier: Everyman
Changing Women’s Roles in the Civil War
Taking Note of the African American Contribution
Discovering the American Indians

Part 6: The Civil War Tourist
Chapter 27: Getting Ready to Travel

Planning Your Trip



Using Your Time Wisely
Taking Three Methods on a Battlefield

Chapter 28: Visiting a Civil War Battlefield
Fine-Tuning Your Trip
Getting Oriented: The Visitor Center
Appreciating the Terrain
Studying, Stories, and Reflection

Part 7: The Part of Tens
Chapter 29: The Ten Worst Generals of the
Civil War

Braxton Bragg (1817–1876)
Nathaniel P. Banks (1816–1894)
Ambrose E. Burnside (1824–1881)
John B. Hood (1831–1879)
John B. Floyd (1806–1863)
Benjamin F. Butler (1818–1893)
Leonidas (Bishop) Polk (1806–1864)
Joseph Hooker (1814–1879)
John Pope (1822–1892)
P.G.T. Beauregard (1818–1893)
George B. McClellan (1826–1885): Honorable Mention

Chapter 30: The Ten Biggest “Firsts” of the
Civil War

The Growing Dominance of the Defense
Minesweeping: Naval Mines
Starting Undersea Warfare: The Submarine
Changing Tactics and Moving Quickly: The Railroad
Battling without Bullets: Psychological Warfare
Using Air-to-Ground Communication
Dominating the Seas: The Ironclad Warship
Talking over Wires: The Telegraph
Increasing Firepower: The Repeating Rifle



Born in the Civil War: The Machine Gun
Chapter 31: The Ten Biggest “What Ifs” of
the Civil War

What If the Confederates Had Pursued After Manassas
(Bull Run)?
What If Grant Had Been Killed at Shiloh?
What If Fort Sumter Had Not Been Fired On?
What If McClellan Had Not Found Lee’s Lost Orders?
What If McClellan Had Won Decisively at Antietam?
What If Johnston Had Not Been Wounded at Seven Pines?
What If Davis Had Adopted a Different Strategy in the
West?
What If Lee Had Won at Gettysburg?
What If Davis Had Relieved Bragg Earlier in the War?
What If Jackson Had Not Been Lost to Lee and the Army of
Northern Virginia?

Chapter 32: The Ten+ Best Battlefields of
the Civil War and How to Visit Them

Best Battlefields by the Mounted Method
Best Battlefields by the Mounted/Dismounted Method
Best Battlefields by the Terrain Walk Method

Index
About the Author
Advertisement Page
Connect with Dummies
End User License Agreement

List of Tables
Chapter 4

TABLE 4-1 Army Structure
TABLE 4-2 Army Hierarchy and Command



Chapter 5
TABLE 5-1: Distribution of Major War Resources

List of Illustrations
Chapter 2

FIGURE 2-1: Abraham Lincoln, Republican Party spokesman and
future presidential...

Chapter 3
FIGURE 3-1: The firing on Fort Sumter.

Chapter 4
FIGURE 4-1: Interior and exterior lines.
FIGURE 4-2: 1st Virginia Cavalry.
FIGURE 4-3: The 12pd Napoleon — the standard artillery piece of
both armies.
FIGURE 4-4: Infantrymen of the 6th Massachusetts Volunteer
Militia.

Chapter 7
FIGURE 7-1: Cavalry troops with carbines.

Chapter 8
FIGURE 8-1: Major General Irvin McDowell.
FIGURE 8-2: General P.G.T Beauregard.
FIGURE 8-3: Map of the battle of First Manassas (Bull Run).

Chapter 9
FIGURE 9-1: Albert Sidney Johnston.
FIGURE 9-2: U.S. Grant.
FIGURE 9-3: Map showing the area around the Cumberland and
Tennessee rivers.
FIGURE 9-4: Union transports on the Tennessee River.
FIGURE 9-5: Map of the battlefield of Shiloh.

Chapter 10
FIGURE 10-1: Union General George B. McClellan.



FIGURE 10-2: Admiral David G. Farragut.
FIGURE 10-3: Map of the Peninsula Campaign.
FIGURE 10-4: Franklin Buchanan, Commander of the CSS Virginia.
FIGURE 10-5: USS Monitor (July 1862).
FIGURE 10-6: Joseph E. Johnston.

Chapter 11
FIGURE 11-1: Thomas J. (Stonewall) Jackson.

Chapter 12
FIGURE 12-1: Robert E. Lee.
FIGURE 12-2: Jeb Stuart.
FIGURE 12-3: Scene from the Seven Days Battles.

Chapter 13
FIGURE 13-1: John Pope.
FIGURE 13-2: James Longstreet.
FIGURE 13-3: Battle of Second Manassas.

Chapter 14
FIGURE 14-1: Map of the Battle of Antietam.
FIGURE 14-2: The Battle of Antietam — Burnside’s Bridge.

Chapter 15
FIGURE 15-1: Map of Kentucky and Tennessee.
FIGURE 15-2: Don Carlos Buell.
FIGURE 15-3: Braxton Bragg.

Chapter 16
FIGURE 16-1: Ambrose E. Burnside.
FIGURE 16-2: Confederate soldiers at the stone wall at
Fredericksburg.
FIGURE 16-3: Nathan Bedford Forrest.
FIGURE 16-4: General William S. Rosecrans.

Chapter 17
FIGURE 17-1: Joseph Hooker.

Chapter 18
FIGURE 18-1: A.P. Hill.



FIGURE 18-2: Richard Ewell.
FIGURE 18-3: George G. Meade.
FIGURE 18-4: Winfield Scott Hancock.
FIGURE 18-5: A scene from the battle of Gettysburg.
FIGURE 18-6: Map of the Battle of Gettysburg.
FIGURE 18-7: Map of the Battle of Vicksburg.
FIGURE 18-8: David Dixon Porter.

Chapter 19
FIGURE 19-1: Map of the Battles of Chickamauga and
Chattanooga.
FIGURE 19-2: George H. Thomas.
FIGURE 19-3: The Battle of Chickamauga.

Chapter 20
FIGURE 20-1: Battle of the Wilderness: Soldiers of the Union
Army’s II Corps (n...
FIGURE 20-2: Battle of Spotsylvania.
FIGURE 20-3: Jubal Early.
FIGURE 20-4: Philip Sheridan.
FIGURE 20-5: Map showing Union and Confederate forts
established during the sie...
FIGURE 20-6: Bombproofs at Petersburg 1864.
FIGURE 20-7: Battle of the Crater.

Chapter 21
FIGURE 21-1: William T. Sherman.
FIGURE 21-2: Map of the Atlanta campaign.
FIGURE 21-3: John B. Hood.
FIGURE 21-4: Confederate fortifications outside of Atlanta.
FIGURE 21-5: USS Hartford.
FIGURE 21-6: The Battle of Mobile Bay.
FIGURE 21-7: Sherman’s March to the Sea.

Chapter 23
FIGURE 23-1: Fort Stedman.
FIGURE 23-2: The Battle of Five Forks.



FIGURE 23-3: Richmond after its capture.
FIGURE 23-4: Lee's retreat from Petersburg to Appomattox.
FIGURE 23-5: Lee at Appomattox.
FIGURE 23-6: Abraham Lincoln in 1865, his face clearly showing
the strains of w...
FIGURE 23-7: Army of the Potomac II Corps Grand Review 1865.
FIGURE 23-8: Regiment waiting to march.
FIGURE 23-9: Unknown Union soldier.
FIGURE 23-10: Unknown Union sailor.
FIGURE 23-11: Unknown Confederate sailor.
FIGURE 23-12: Unknown Confederate soldier.

Chapter 24
FIGURE 24-1: Alexander Stephens.

Chapter 25
FIGURE 25-1: Union sailors abord the USS New Hampshire.

Chapter 26
FIGURE 26-1: Two soldiers show how they carried their supplies.
FIGURE 26-2: Typical officer’s uniform.
FIGURE 26-3: Confederate hospital in Richmond.
FIGURE 26-4: Nurse Ann Burtis Hampton, Virginia 1864.
FIGURE 26-5: Teamsters, Army of the James, 1864.
FIGURE 26-6: A unit of U.S. Colored Troops.
FIGURE 26-7: Ely Parker (shown on the left).



Introduction
It is interesting that for over 150 years, in times of
controversy, public discourse has always turned to the
Civil War. Everyone, it seems, is compelled to return to
the war to highlight some aspect of an argument. This
should not be surprising because the Civil War created
the modern United States and defined the people who
called themselves Americans. The war was a
fundamental watershed in our history — marked by a
staggering cost of 620,000 Union and Confederate
casualties and 50,000 civilian deaths — defining both
who we are as a nation and who we are as Americans. It
is therefore natural that we continue to return to the war
as a starting point for any discussion today about what
America is and what America means.
The Civil War is still very much with us for a number of
reasons. America’s Civil War has epic dimensions, equal
to Homer’s Iliad or Virgil’s Aeneid. Like any great epic, it
has all the elements of tragedy and pathos; it has
immortal heroes who control the destinies of nations.
There are great battles on land and sea that stir deep
emotions. The experiences of Army of the Potomac, the
Army of Northern Virginia, the Army of the Cumberland,
and the Army of the Tennessee marching across a vast
landscape, each composed of free and self-reliant
Americans joined together to strive in a common cause,
surpasses Xenophon’s account of the Greek army in
Anabasis.
This was a war that consumed the vital energies of an
entire continent. We are still very much aware of the
human dimension of the war: The passions, the sorrows,
the hopes, joys, and despair are ingrained in the
American collective memory and are still relived as we



venture back in time. The political dimension drove every
aspect of the war and served as the ultimate arbiter of
victory or defeat. It was highly complex, forcing political
leaders to make exceptionally difficult decisions and to
take extraordinary risks. Like all political enterprises, it
had its knaves and fools as well as its more noble
proponents. The military dimension included supplying
the armies, providing the manpower to fill the ranks, and
identifying a strategy that would ensure victory. The
economic dimension involved retooling existing
industries to support war production, inventing new
methods, and applying innovative solutions. The
diplomatic dimension was a critical battleground in itself
as both the Union and the Confederacy sought to engage
the European powers, with the Confederacy seeking
recognition and military intervention that would assure
independence, while the Union sought to deter and
dissuade the temptations of any European power to
intervene.
Many books have been written about each of these
dimensions, but it is the whole story that continues to
attract us and continues to fascinate us. Once you enter
into the subject, you are suddenly surrounded with all of
its various aspects, all of its emotional power, and all of
its often opaque meaning. Trying to sort the story out —
to make it meaningful and worthwhile in answering
important questions in our own time — is the purpose of
this book. By telling the story as completely and
succinctly as possible, while keeping everything in
perspective, will help you, the reader, to gain a fuller
understanding of this critical event in our history and
attain a more complete perspective on the larger
meaning of past events that continue to shape our
destinies as Americans.



About This Book
The average person with more than a passing interest in
the war has no place to go to gain a broad, general
understanding of this crucial period in our history.
This book is intended to meet the needs of the average
reader who wants to be informed without being
overwhelmed with details. This book is directed toward
several types of readers:

First, the person who desires accurate, easily
accessible information about the major events and
issues of the Civil War without encountering
intimidating historical narrative or ponderous military
interpretation
Second, the person who may want a refresher on the
major events of the war, but who does not want to
struggle through the tomes of scholars or arcane
minutiae of Civil War fanatics
Third, those who are looking for a fun, how-to
approach to exploring Civil War battlefields to learn
more about the events directly by visiting these sites
in order to enhance their appreciation and
understanding of the events that took place there

The past appears remote and inaccessible to most
people. The main message of this book is that history is
most emphatically neither remote nor inaccessible!
Politics, passions, and conflict (both armed and
ideological) have always marked U.S. history. You will
find similarities to the current day in the events of the
past. In this way, history in the proper context can
connect you to the past.



History doesn’t have to be boring or intimidating.
Everyone who hates history books will say that they are
nothing more than dry lists of names and places and
dates and jargon. That’s true enough, in most cases, if
you only look that far. Although this is a different kind of
history book, it does follow certain conventions found in
most history books. This one, like most, is arranged
chronologically. Like most history books, too, it tells a
story, which has a beginning, a middle, and an end. What
is different about this book is that you can start wherever
you like. You don’t need to slog through the whole thing
from beginning to end to understand what is going on. It
is organized so that you, the reader, have maximum
flexibility to pick and choose what you want to know. You
can jump in at any point and still keep up with the story
or select a topic to read in a chapter that interests you.
Wherever necessary, terms will be defined for you, or
referenced elsewhere for a detailed explanation.
Obviously, names, dates, and places are here too, but
they are located where you can refer to them if you need
to or find them easily if you want.

What Not to Read
Throughout the book you will find text in shaded boxes.
These are the nice-to-know, gee whiz!, how about that?
bits of information that many Civil War enthusiasts know.
These offerings will help make you knowledgeable in
conversation and mark you as someone who is not a
complete novice.

Foolish Assumptions
What is assumed about this book is that it is easy to read
and will hold your interest enough to generate some



thinking on your own.

Icons Used in this Book
You will find five icons scattered throughout the
chapters. These little pictures next to the text get your
attention and point you to useful information:

 Key Players: Seems obvious, but to help you
along, some individuals will be highlighted for their
actions or decisions. It will work both ways: Some
individuals will be singled out for good reasons,
others for not so good reasons.

 Remember: A key fact that is worth paying
attention to for better understanding or some
additional interesting details.

 Technical Stuff: These are military terms you
may not be familiar with.

 Tip: This relates to battlefield visits and points
out a good idea or the best way to do something to
make your visit more enjoyable and useful.



 Turning Point: A turning point is a
particularly important action that creates significant
changes in the outcome of an event. Watch how the
cumulative effects of these turning points shape the
outcome of the Civil War.

Beyond the Book
You will have free access to the Cheat Sheet by going to
the website Dummies.com and typing in “American Civil
War Cheat Sheet” in the search box. It will have loads of
facts and general information to help you prepare for
travel to a battlefield or, because everyone has an
opinion or point of view about the Civil War, it will give
you a quick checklist to engage in a discussion about
various aspects of the war.

Where to Go from Here
The book itself covers a span of about 15 years, from
1850 to 1865. That time span may seem short, especially
for a history book, but these 15 years were as important
as any in American history. To help you understand why,
the book is organized into seven parts, each dealing with
a major theme of the war. The chapters within the parts
are organized to take you through the major events of
the Civil War, highlighting important facts and points of
interest. Each chapter will acquaint you with words and
ideas that are important to the entire story. At the end of
each section, you’ll find a summary of major points (just
to make sure you didn’t miss anything important, or if



you skipped through a few chapters) to help you along.
There is so much to learn — enjoy the journey!



Part 1
The War and Its Causes



IN THIS PART …
Get a handle on the conditions that were shaping the
United States and causing trouble.
Figure out what a civil war is.
War! War! War! So much goes into starting one.



Chapter 1
How Did the War Happen?
IN THIS CHAPTER

 Taking a look at the big picture
 Defining a “civil war”
 Understanding the distinction between North

and South
 Exploring the issues

Since the founding of the United States, different
sections of the country had interests and priorities that
competed with the interests and priorities of other
sections. These conflicts had always been resolved
through politics (usually some form of congressional
dealmaking).
However, beginning in the 1850s, the political process
for resolving these disputes became less and less
effective. The differences between sections of the
country were so great at that time that the survival of
the union of states was in danger. Peace depended upon
compromise and conciliation between congressional
leaders representing each section. This chapter
examines the sectional differences between the North
and South that led to such a dangerous situation and
provides some background to the controversies that led
to the Civil War.



The Big Picture: War and
Politics

Wars have many causes. No one should ever forget that
wars are fought for political reasons and objectives.
Essentially, people or nations go to war to protect a vital
interest, to defend territory from an aggressor, or to
achieve a moral purpose (such as defending the innocent
and punishing an evil). The Civil War included all of
these rationales. Each side used all three justifications
for fighting the other during the four years of war. And,
interestingly enough, each side had a strong, valid,
substantial reason for doing so.

What’s a civil war?

 You hear the word civil in such terms as civil
rights, civilian, and civil liberty. All are related to the
concept of a common citizen, a member of society,
and a state. So, a civil war is a war between citizens
representing different groups or sections of the same
country. Civil wars are unique in the history of war
and usually are quite difficult to start. People have to
be pretty angry and threatened to take this kind of
drastic step. But when issues of survival are at stake
between the opposing groups, violence can escalate
quickly. After it does start, though, a civil war is quite
bloody, often extreme, and very hard to end.

The setting: 1850–1860
To understand the causes of the Civil War, you must be
aware of some important events in American history —


