


Robert Collier

The Secret of the Ages

Enriched edition.

Introduction, Studies and Commentaries by Colin Everett

Published by

Books

- Advanced Digital Solutions & High-Quality eBook
Formatting -

musaicumbooks@okpublishing.info

Edited and published by Musaicum Press, 2021
EAN 4066338115492

mailto:musaicumbooks@okpublishing.info


Table of Contents
Introduction 
Synopsis 
Historical Context 

The Secret of the Ages 

Analysis 
Reflection 
Memorable Quotes 
Notes 



Introduction
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At its core, The Secret of the Ages advances a bracing
wager that the boundary between ordinary life and
exceptional achievement is drawn not by external
circumstance but by the disciplined direction of thought,
inviting readers to test whether focused desire, unwavering
belief, and purposeful action can transform latent possibility
into lived reality while challenging prevailing assumptions
about luck, talent, and fate, and, in doing so, proposing that
the most consequential arena of success is the inner
landscape where ideas are shaped, decisions are made, and
the persistent habits of mind that animate initiative,
enterprise, and creativity are patiently cultivated.

First published in 1926, Robert Collier’s book stands
within the early twentieth-century self-help tradition, a
genre that sought to codify practical strategies for personal
advancement through accessible, motivational prose. As a
work of nonfiction, its stage is everyday life rather than a
fictional locale, focusing on the routines of work, aspiration,
and character. Collier addresses readers directly, positioning
the volume as a guide to harnessing inner resources in
pursuit of tangible goals. The historical moment gives it a
distinctive cadence and confidence, while the structure
favors straightforward explanations, illustrative examples,
and summaries that translate abstract ideas into actions a
broad audience can attempt.

Without relying on narrative suspense, the book builds
momentum through a sequence of propositions and
exercises that link intention to execution. Collier develops a
recurring arc: clarify what you want, picture it vividly,
cultivate the conviction that it is attainable, and align daily



efforts accordingly. The tone is assertive yet cordial,
blending counsel with encouragement and punctuating
general principles with stories meant to show practical
application. Readers encounter a voice confident in the
power of focused thought but attentive to diligence and
perseverance. The result is an experience that feels both
conversational and instructional, aimed at eliciting steady,
cumulative change.

Its central themes revolve around the sovereignty of
attention, the disciplining of desire into purpose, and the
interplay between imagination and sustained effort. Collier
argues that inner attitudes shape outward results, that
habitual thought patterns become channels for action, and
that clear aims attract the resources they require. He
returns frequently to the idea of working with one’s deeper
mind, not as mysticism but as a practical method for
consolidating will, emotion, and plan. Equally prominent are
themes of responsibility and initiative, urging readers to
translate aspiration into method, to measure progress, and
to treat setbacks as information rather than defeat.

For contemporary readers, the durability of the book lies
in its insistence that intention without structure is merely
wishfulness, and that progress follows from aligning
mindset, routine, and strategy. In a culture saturated with
distraction, its emphasis on focus feels newly relevant, as
does its call to define aims precisely and act on them
consistently. Creative professionals, entrepreneurs, and
students alike can adapt its counsel to project planning,
habit formation, and self-assessment. Even when its
vocabulary reflects its era, the underlying invitation remains
current: cultivate clarity, take ownership of effort, and let
persistent practice compound into meaningful, measurable
outcomes over time.

Readers may notice that some of its metaphors and
assurances arise from an earlier period of optimism about
individual will, yet the text is careful to link aspiration with



labor, patience, and method. Approached with discernment,
it does not require dogma to be useful; it asks for
experiment. Treating its claims as hypotheses encourages a
pragmatic reading that honors both ambition and ethics,
reminding us that goals gain significance when they
contribute constructively to one’s work, relationships, and
community. In this light, the book’s legacy is a disciplined
hopefulness, anchored less in grand promises than in
repeatable practices and steady intention.

Taken as a guide rather than a talisman, The Secret of
the Ages offers a compact curriculum in defining aims,
organizing attention, and persevering through incremental
steps. Its counsel rewards slow reading and honest
application, inviting reflection on what to pursue, what to
ignore, and how to sustain effort when novelty fades.
Collier’s central contention—that a deliberate inner posture
can shape outward achievement—remains a challenge
worth testing in any era. Entering the book with curiosity
and patience, today’s reader can find both perspective and
practice, an enduring reminder that the richest resources for
change often begin with the quality of thought.
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The Secret of the Ages, by Robert Collier, is a New Thought
classic that presents a systematic guide to harnessing
mental and spiritual resources for achievement. Written in
the early twentieth century, it blends motivational counsel
with metaphysical ideas common to its era. Collier
addresses readers as capable of shaping circumstances
through disciplined thinking allied to a higher, impersonal
intelligence. Rather than offering a single trick, the book
unfolds as a sequence of lessons that build a coherent
method. Its opening chapters frame the central promise:
that desire, imagination, faith, and consistent effort,
properly aligned, can translate inner intention into outward
results.

Collier begins by asserting that every person contains a
latent creative faculty, accessible through the subconscious
and responsive to suggestion. He casts this inner capacity
as a conduit to a universal intelligence, insisting that
thought, charged with emotion, becomes a formative force.
The early sections clarify the difference between passive
wishing and directed desire, emphasizing definiteness of
aim. He outlines how mental pictures, sustained with calm
conviction, provide a pattern the mind strives to realize.
Throughout, examples illustrate the shift from scattered
effort to concentrated intention, establishing a baseline
practice that favors clarity, emotional commitment, and
steady repetition over erratic bursts of enthusiasm.

The book then develops a plan for setting objectives and
aligning thought with action. Collier urges readers to specify
what they want, to visualize it vividly, and to maintain an
inner atmosphere of expectation. He describes how



suggestion, repeated calmly and persistently, conditions the
subconscious to accept a new state as normal. This
conditioning, he argues, strengthens will, counters
indecision, and keeps attention trained on opportunities. His
method integrates imagination with practical steps, treating
day-to-day tasks as vehicles for a larger aim. Readers are
encouraged to organize time, break ambitions into
immediate duties, and let disciplined focus displace
distraction and drift.

A central emphasis is faith, not as passive hope but as a
steady conviction that channels energy and choices. Collier
ties faith to self-suggestion and to an assumption of success
that subtly reforms habits, speech, and posture. He
contends that the subconscious responds most readily to
images infused with confidence, gratitude, and calm.
Practical sections show how to cultivate this tone of mind
while avoiding overstrain or anxiety. The approach is
deliberately iterative: hold the picture, affirm your capacity,
act on the next step, and adjust continuously. In this
framework, confidence becomes both cause and
consequence of persistent, intelligently directed effort.

Alongside inner practice, the book stresses outward
initiative. Collier argues that desire clarifies priorities, and
action tests and strengthens plans. He advises readers to
turn obstacles into signals for improved methods, to seek
information, and to experiment rather than wait.
Discussions of enterprise and creative work highlight the
same mechanism: value is produced by focused service
guided by a definite purpose. The mind, primed by clear
images, notices openings and resources that might
otherwise be ignored. Failures are reframed as temporary
conditions, answered with renewed study, cooperation, and
adaptation, ensuring that persistence is practical rather
than stubborn or reckless.

Ethical cautions run through the program. Collier rejects
mere daydreaming and warns against trying to seize results



without earning them. He contends that the mental law he
describes functions best when aims are constructive,
mutually beneficial, and grounded in service. Applications to
prosperity, work, and personal well-being follow the same
pattern as the rest: align thought with a clear, uplifting
image, act consistently, and refuse to be swayed by
discouragement. The tone remains pragmatic, encouraging
readers to test principles in daily routines. The promised
transformation is incremental, emerging from disciplined
attention rather than dramatic upheaval, and reinforced by
habits that support the chosen aim.

By the close, The Secret of the Ages consolidates its
method into a repeatable cycle of desire, belief, envisioning,
and purposeful work. Its enduring resonance lies in the
clarity with which it links inner attitude to outward practice,
a theme that influenced later self-help literature. Readers
encounter a historically situated voice of New Thought,
confident that cooperation with a larger intelligence
multiplies human effort. Rather than promising instant
change, the book offers a disciplined optimism that many
still find motivating. Its lasting significance rests in
presenting success as a learnable alignment of thought,
character, and action rather than a matter of luck.
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In 1926, amid the United States’ post–World War I
expansion, Robert Collier published The Secret of the Ages.
The Roaring Twenties brought urban growth, rising real
wages, consumer credit, and national advertising networks.
New publishing ventures, mail‑order catalogues, and lecture
circuits spread motivational ideas beyond major cities.
Institutions such as business schools, civic clubs, and
churches offered forums for “self-improvement” talks. In this
climate, Collier, an American copywriter turned inspirational
author, presented success as a disciplined, replicable
process. The book’s tone mirrors the decade’s optimism and
its faith that personal initiative could harness modern
prosperity.

Collier’s work emerged from currents often grouped as
New Thought, a loose network of churches, lecturers, and
periodicals teaching mental causation and affirmative
prayer. Its roots ran from Phineas Quimby’s mind-cure ideas
through teachers like Emma Curtis Hopkins, to organized
bodies such as the Unity School of Christianity (founded in
1889 in Kansas City) and, in 1927, Ernest Holmes’s Institute
of Religious Science in Los Angeles. Émile Coué’s visits to
the United States in 1923 popularized autosuggestion. The
Secret of the Ages translates these circulating doctrines into
prosperity counsel, framing belief, visualization, and
purpose as practical tools for everyday achievement.

Early twentieth‑century advertising professionalized
rapidly, with trade journals, testing methods, and mail-order
analytics reshaping persuasion. Claude C. Hopkins’s
Scientific Advertising (1923) crystallized a results-first ethos.
Robert Collier built his career in this environment and later



published The Robert Collier Letter Book (1931), a widely
cited manual of direct-response copywriting. The Secret of
the Ages borrows this practitioner’s clarity: it organizes
abstract “mind power” into stepwise instructions, case
anecdotes, and calls to action. Its vocabulary—aims, plans,
desire, persistence—aligns with the salesmanship of the
period, revealing how commercial technique and
motivational spirituality intertwined in interwar American
print culture.

American success literature had a robust prehistory.
Orison Swett Marden’s Success magazine (founded 1897)
and books like James Allen’s As a Man Thinketh (1903),
Wallace D. Wattles’s The Science of Getting Rich (1910), and
Charles F. Haanel’s The Master Key System (1912) blended
moral exhortation with metaphysical self-discipline. Courses
and lectures traveled via the Chautauqua movement and
civic associations, encouraging public speaking, goal
setting, and character training. Collier’s 1926 volume enters
this lineage but adopts the brisk cadence of the Jazz Age
marketplace. It portrays prosperity not as luck or pedigree,
but as a method open to diligent, imaginative readers.

During the 1920s, institutions of business and civic life
promoted disciplined self-advancement. Harvard Business
School refined the case method, Rotary International
expanded service‑club networking, and management
research—from Frederick Taylor’s efficiency legacy to the
Hawthorne studies at Western Electric (begun 1924)—
spotlighted motivation and productivity. Prohibition and the
new mass media reconfigured leisure and advertising, while
the Nineteenth Amendment (1920) and urbanization
reshaped audiences for advice literature. Collier’s
prescriptions for definite aims, persistence, and imaginative
planning dovetailed with these managerial and civic ideals,
presenting personal mastery as both ethical and efficient—a
reflection of an era that equated character with measurable
performance.



Religious life in the United States remained
predominantly Protestant, yet eclectic spiritual
marketplaces flourished. Mainline denominations coexisted
with metaphysical fellowships, Unity centers, and lecture
halls where “practical Christianity,” healing prayer, and
mental science were taught. Bible‑based rhetoric pervaded
mass culture, and many inspirational writers framed
achievement as cooperation with divine law. Collier’s book
uses the language of faith alongside appeals to the
“subconscious,” echoing pulpits and parlors where scientific
modernity and spiritual aspiration were reconciled. This
synthesis reveals how interwar Americans sought moral
sanction for ambition, casting prosperity as compatible with
piety and aligning personal goals with a providential order.

Within three years of publication, the 1929 stock market
crash ushered in the Great Depression, with unemployment
exceeding 20 percent in the early 1930s in the United
States. In this context, motivational books and sales
manuals retained audiences seeking practical guidance and
morale. Collier’s The Secret of the Ages saw continued
demand, with new printings and later editions keeping it in
circulation. Its emphasis on self‑direction and persistence
resonated as both survival strategy and creed. The book’s
endurance illustrates how interwar success philosophy
adapted to crisis by promising inner resources when
external conditions faltered.

As a synthesis of New Thought metaphysics and modern
salesmanship, The Secret of the Ages captures a
characteristic American blend of spirituality, pragmatism,
and entrepreneurial rhetoric. Its maxims anticipate
mid‑century “positive thinking” and later motivational
publishing, yet its structure and diction remain rooted in
1920s print culture and business ideals. By promising
reproducible success through mental discipline, it affirms
the period’s individualism while sidestepping systemic
analysis typical of Progressive‑era reform. The book thus



reflects its era’s confidence in personal agency and market
opportunity, offering a concise creed for readers who sought
prosperity through focused belief, planning, and persistent
effort.



The Secret of the Ages
Main Table of Contents



 
 

Volume One
Foreword
I. The World's Greatest Discovery
II. The Genie-Of-Your-Mind

Volume Two
III. The Primal Cause
IV. Desire—The First Law Of Gain

Volume Three
V. Aladdin & Company
VI. See Yourself Doing It
VII. “As A Man Thinketh”
VIII. The Law Of Supply

Volume Four
IX. The Formula Of Success
X. “This Freedom”
XI. The Law Of Attraction
XII. The Three Requisites
XIII. That Old Witch—Bad Luck

Volume Five
XIV. Your Needs Are Met
XV. The Master Of Your Fate
XVI. Unappropriated Millions
XVII. The Secret Of Power
XVIII. This One Thing I Do

Volume Six
XIX. The Master Mind



XX. What Do You Lack?
XXI. The Sculptor And The Clay
XXII. Why Grow Old?

Volume Seven
XXIII. The Medicine Delusion
XXIV. The Gift Of The Magi



VOLUME ONE
Table of Contents 



FOREWORD
Table of Contents 

"A fire-mist and a planet, 
A crystal and a cell, 

A jelly-fish and a saurian, 
cave where the cave-men dwell; 
Then a sense of law and order, 
A face upturned from the clod; 

Some call it Evolution, And others call it God."

—Reprinted from 
The New England Journal.

If you had more money than time, more millions than you
knew how to spend, what would be your pet philanthropy?
Libraries? Hospitals? Churches? Homes for the Blind,
Crippled or Aged?

Mine would be "Homes"—but not for the aged or infirm.
For young married couples!

I have often thought that, if ever I got into the
"Philanthropic Billionaire" class, I'd like to start an
Endowment Fund for helping young married couples over
the rough spots in those first and second years of married
life—especially the second year, when the real troubles
come.

Take a boy and a girl and a cozy little nest—add a
cunning, healthy baby—and there's nothing happier on
God's green footstool.

But instead of a healthy babe, fill in a fretful, sickly baby
—a wan, tired, worn-out little mother—a worried, dejected,
heart-sick father—and there's nothing more pitiful.

A nurse for a month, a few weeks at the shore or
mountains, a "lift" on that heavy Doctor's bill—any one of



these things would spell H-E-A-V-E-N to that tiny family. But
do they get it? Not often! And the reason? Because they are
not poor enough for charity. They are not rich enough to
afford it themselves. They belong to that great "Middle
Class" which has to bear the burdens of both the poor and
the rich—and take what is left for itself.

It is to them that I should like to dedicate this book. If I
cannot endow Libraries or Colleges for them, perhaps I can
point the way to get all good gifts for themselves.

For men and women like them do not need "charity"—nor
even sympathy. What they do need is Inspiration—and
Opportunity—the kind of Inspiration that makes a man go
out and create his own Opportunity.

And that, after all, is the greatest good one can do
anyone. Few people appreciate free gifts. They are like the
man whom an admiring townsfolk presented with a watch.
He looked it over critically for a minute. Then—"Where's the
chain?" he asked.

But a way to win for themselves the full measure of
success they've dreamed of but almost stopped hoping for—
that is something every young couple would welcome with
open arms. And it is something that, if I can do it justice, will
make the "Eternal Triangle" as rare as it is today common,
for it will enable husband and wife to work together—not
merely for domestic happiness, but for business success as
well.

Robert Collier.



I. THE WORLD'S GREATEST
DISCOVERY
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"You can do as much as you think you can, 
But you'll never accomplish more; 

If you're afraid of yourself, young man, 
There's little for you in store. 

For failure comes from the inside first,
It's there if we only knew it, 

And you can win, though you face the worst, 
If you feel that you're going to do it." 

—EDGAR A. GUEST.

What, in your opinion, is the most significant discovery of
this modern age?

The finding of Dinosaur eggs on the plains of Mongolia,
laid—so scientists assert—some 10,000,000 years ago?

The unearthing of the Tomb of Tut-ankh-Amen[1], with its
matchless specimens of a bygone civilization?

The radio-active time clock by which Professor Lane of
Tufts College estimates the age of the earth at
1,250,000,000 years?

Wireless? The Aeroplane? Man-made thunderbolts?
No—not any of these. The really significant thing about

them is that from all this vast research, from the study of all
these bygone ages, men are for the first time beginning to
get an understanding of that "Life Principle" which—
somehow, some way—was brought to this earth thousands
or millions of years ago. They are beginning to get an inkling
of the infinite power it puts in their hands—to glimpse the
untold possibilities it opens up.



This is the greatest discovery of modern times—that
every man can call upon this "Life Principle" at will, that it is
as much the servant of his mind as was ever Aladdin's
fabled "Genie-of-the-lamp" of old; that he has but to
understand it and work in harmony with it to get from it
anything he may need—health or happiness, riches or
success.

To realize the truth of this, you have but to go back for a
moment to the beginning of things.

In the Beginning—

It matters not whether you believe that mankind dates back
to the primitive Ape-man of 500,000 years ago, or sprang
full-grown from the mind of the Creator. In either event,
there had to be a First Cause—a Creator. Some Power had to
bring to this earth the first germ of Life, and the creation is
no less wonderful if it started with the lowliest form of plant
life and worked up through countless ages into the highest
product of today's civilization, than if the whole were
created in six days.

In the beginning, this earth was just a fire mist—six
thousand or a billion years ago—what does it matter which?

The one thing that does matter is that some time, some
way, there came to this planet the germ of Life—the Life
Principle which animates all Nature—plant, animal, man. If
we accept the scientists’ version of it, the first form in which
Life appeared upon earth was the humble Algæ—a jelly-like
mass which floated upon the waters. This, according to the
scientists, was the beginning, the dawn of life upon the
earth.

Next came the first bit of animal life–the lowly Amoeba, a
sort of jelly fish, consisting of a single cell, without
vertebræ, and with very little else to distinguish it from the
water round about. But it had life—the first bit of animal life



—and from that life, according to the scientists, we can
trace everything we have and are today.

All the millions of forms and shapes and varieties of
plants and animals that have since appeared are but
different manifestations of life—formed to meet differing
conditions. For millions of years this "Life Germ" was
threatened by every kind of danger—from floods, from
earthquakes, from droughts, from desert heat, from glacial
cold, from volcanic eruptions—but to it each new danger
was merely an incentive to finding a new resource, to
putting forth Life in some new shape.

To meet one set of needs, it formed the Dinosaur—to
meet another, the Butterfly. Long before it worked up to
man, we see its unlimited resourcefulness shown in a
thousand ways. To escape danger in the water, it sought
land. Pursued on land, it took to the air. To breathe in the
sea, it developed gills. Stranded on land, it perfected lungs.
To meet one kind of danger it grew a shell. For another, a
sting. To protect itself from glacial cold, it grew fur. In
temperate climes, hair. Subject to alternate heat and cold, it
produced feathers. But ever, from the beginning, it showed
its power to meet every changing condition, to answer
every creature need.

Had it been possible to kill this "Life Idea," it would have
perished ages ago, when fire and flood, drought and famine
followed each other in quick succession. But obstacles,
misfortunes, cataclysms, were to it merely new
opportunities to assert its power. In fact, it required
obstacles to awaken it, to show its energy and resource.

The great reptiles, the monster beasts of antiquity,
passed on. But the "Life Principle" stayed, changing as each
age changed, always developing, always improving.

Whatever Power it was that brought this "Life Idea" to the
earth, it came endowed with unlimited resource, unlimited
energy, unlimited LIFE! No other force can defeat it. No
obstacle can hold it back. All through the history of life and



mankind you can see its directing intelligence—call it
Nature, call it Providence, call it what you will—rising to
meet every need of life.

The Purpose of Existence

No one can follow it down through the ages without realizing
that the whole purpose of existence is GROWTH. Life is
dynamic—not static. It is ever moving forward—not standing
still. The one unpardonable sin of nature is to stand still, to
stagnate. The Giganotosaurus, that was over a hundred feet
long and as big as a house; the Tyrannosaurus, that had the
strength of a locomotive and was the last word in
frightfulness; the Pterodactyl or Flying Dragon—all the giant
monsters of Prehistoric Ages—are gone. They ceased to
serve a useful purpose. They did not know how to meet the
changing conditions. They stood still—stagnated—while the
life around them passed them by.

Egypt and Persia, Greece and Rome, all the great
Empires of antiquity, perished when they ceased to grow.
China built a wall about herself and stood still for a
thousand years. Today she is the football of the Powers. In
all Nature, to cease to grow is to perish.

It is for men and women who are not ready to stand still,
who refuse to cease to grow, that this book is written. It will
give you a clearer understanding of your own potentialities,
show you how to work with and take advantage of the
infinite energy all about you.

The terror of the man at the crossways, not knowing
which road to take, will be no terror to you. Your future is of
your own making. For the only law of Infinite Energy is the
law of supply. The "Life Principle" is your principle. To
survive, to win through, to triumphantly surmount all
obstacles has been its everyday practice since the
beginning of time. It is no less resourceful now than ever it



was. You have but to supply the urge, to work in harmony
with it, to get from it anything you may need.

For if this "Life Principle" is so strong in the lowest forms
of animal life that it can develop a shell or a poison to meet
a need; if it can teach the bird to circle and dart, to balance
and fly; if it can grow a new limb on a spider to replace a
lost one, how much more can it do for you—a reasoning,
rational being, with a mind able to work with this "Life
Principle," with an energy and an initiative to urge it on!

The evidence of this is all about you. Take up some
violent form of exercise—rowing, tennis, swimming, riding.
In the beginning your muscles are weak, easily tired. But
keep on for a few days. The "Life Principle" promptly
strengthens them, toughens them, to meet their new need.
Do rough manual labor—and what happens? The skin of
your hands becomes tender, blisters, hurts. Keep it up, and
does the skin all wear off? On the contrary, the "Life
Principle" provides extra thicknesses, extra toughness—
calluses, we call them—to meet your need.

All through your daily life you will find this "Life Principle"
steadily at work. Embrace it, work with it, take it to yourself,
and there is nothing you cannot do. The mere fact that you
have obstacles to overcome is in your favor, for when there
is nothing to be done, when things run along too smoothly,
this "Life Principle" seems to sleep. It is when you need it,
when you call upon it urgently, that it is most on the job.

It differs from "Luck" in this, that fortune is a fickle jade
who smiles most often on those who need her least. Stake
your last penny on the turn of a card—have nothing
between you and ruin but the spin of a wheel or the speed
of a horse—and it's a thousand to one "Luck" will desert
you! But it is just the opposite with the "Life Principle." As
long as things run smoothly, as long as life flows along like a
song, this "Life Principle" seems to slumber, secure in the
knowledge that your affairs can take care of themselves.



But let things start going wrong, let ruin and disgrace
stare you in the face—then is the time this "Life Principle"
will assert itself if you but give it a chance.

The "Open, Sesame!" of Life

There is a Napoleonic feeling of power that insures success
in the knowledge that this invincible "Life Principle" is
behind your every act. Knowing that you have working with
you a force which never yet has failed in anything it has
undertaken, you can go ahead in the confident knowledge
that it will not fail in your case, either. The ingenuity which
overcame every obstacle in making you what you are, is not
likely to fall short when you have immediate need for it. It is
the reserve strength of the athlete, the "second wind" of the
runner, the power that, in moments of great stress or
excitement, you unconsciously call upon to do the deeds
which you ever after look upon as superhuman.

But they are in no wise superhuman. They are merely
beyond the capacity of your conscious self. Ally your
conscious self with that sleeping giant within you, rouse him
daily to the task, and those "superhuman" deeds will
become your ordinary, everyday accomplishments.

W. L. Cain, of Oakland, Oregon, writes: "I know that there
is such a power, for I once saw two boys, 16 and 18 years of
age, lift a great log off their brother, who had been caught
under it. The next day, the same two boys, with another
man and myself, tried to lift the end of the log, but could not
even budge it."

How was it that the two boys could do at need what the
four were unable to do later on, when the need had passed?
Because they never stopped to question whether or not it
could be done. They saw only the urgent need. They
concentrated all their thought, all their energy on that one
thing—never doubting, never fearing—and the Genie which



is in all of us waiting only for such a call, answered their
summons and gave them the strength—not of two men, but
of ten!

It matters not whether you are Banker or Lawyer,
Business Man or Clerk. Whether you are the custodian of
millions, or have to struggle for your daily bread. This "Life
Principle" makes no distinction between rich and poor, high
and low. The greater your need, the more readily will it
respond to your call. Wherever there is an unusual task,
wherever there is poverty or hardship or sickness or despair,
there is this Servant of your Mind, ready and willing to help,
asking only that you call upon him.

And not only is it ready and willing, but it is always ABLE
to help. Its ingenuity and resource are without limit. It is
Mind. It is Thought. It is the Telepathy that carries messages
without the spoken or written word. It is the Sixth Sense that
warns you of unseen dangers. No matter how stupendous
and complicated, nor how simple your problem may be—the
solution of it is somewhere in Mind, in Thought. And since
the solution does exist, this Mental Giant can find it for you.
It can KNOW, and it can DO, every right thing. Whatever it is
necessary for you to know, whatever it is necessary for you
to do, you can know and you can do if you will but seek the
help of this Genie-of-your-Mind and work with it in the right
way.



and strengthened the Macedonian state and army in the
mid‑4th century BCE, reforms that enabled Macedon’s later
conquests.
14 An American chemist (1868–1958) who founded and
directed the General Electric Research Laboratory and was a
leading figure in early 20th‑century industrial research; he
gave public addresses such as the 1925 talk to the
American Chemical Society cited here.

15 Refers to Thomas Troward (1847–1916), a British judge
and popular writer on mental science and New Thought
whose 'Edinburgh Lectures on Mental Science' influenced
early 20th‑century self‑help and metaphysical literature.
16 Decimus Magnus Ausonius was a 4th‑century Roman
poet and teacher (active c. 300s CE), known for epigrams
and didactic verses; later writers often quote him for concise
moral or practical maxims.
17 An American poet and author (1850–1919) whose
optimistic and widely reprinted verse—such as the poem
“Solitude”—was popular in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries.

18 An American silent‑film comedian and actor (1887–
1971), famous for physical stunts and comic roles in short
films and features of the 1910s–1920s, notably Safety Last!
(1923).
19 A metaphysical term used in New Thought and related
early 20th‑century movements to denote an impersonal
divine intelligence or collective consciousness believed to
underlie reality and influence thought, health, and events; it
is a philosophical/religious concept rather than a scientific
one.



20 Quoted here as the author of the epigraph; she is cited
as a poet or lyricist whose lines were used in early
20th‑century printings, though detailed biographical
information about her is limited in standard reference
sources.
21 Peter Wessel Tordenskjold (c.1690–1720) was a famous
Dano‑Norwegian naval officer of the Great Northern War,
celebrated in Scandinavian history and folklore; many
dramatic incidents told about him (such as firing pewter
plates) are traditional anecdotes rather than strictly
documented events.

22 Italian Renaissance polymath (1452–1519) celebrated for
masterpieces such as the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper
and for major contributions to painting, anatomy,
engineering and invention; he is widely regarded as one of
history’s greatest artists and thinkers.
23 Edgar A. Guest was an American poet and columnist
(1881–1959) whose short, sentimental and optimistic verses
were widely syndicated in newspapers in the early to
mid‑20th century.
24 The Santa Maria was the flagship of Christopher
Columbus on his 1492 voyage to the Americas, one of three
ships (with the Niña and the Pinta); it ran aground and was
lost off Hispaniola in December 1492.

25 Jacques Loeb (1859–1924) was a German‑born American
experimental biologist and physiologist known for laboratory
studies of animal and plant behavior and development; he
published widely on tropisms and other physiological
responses and worked at major research institutions in the
early 20th century.



26 The Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research, founded
in 1901 in New York City and now known as Rockefeller
University, is a biomedical research center established to
advance basic scientific and medical knowledge.
27 A national trade association for U.S. banks founded in
the 19th century (1875); it has historically published
industry studies and statistics, such as longevity or
financial-survey reports referenced here.

28 A famous diamond-mining site near Kimberley, South
Africa, often called the 'Big Hole,' which grew from the
diamond rush of the 1870s and became one of the world's
best-known early diamond mines.
29 Sinbad the Sailor is the legendary mariner from a cycle
of Middle Eastern adventure stories traditionally associated
with the One Thousand and One Nights (Arabian Nights),
famous for his voyages and encounters with monsters and
supernatural figures such as the Old Man of the Sea.
30 This refers to a book by Bruce Barton; the work is most
commonly known as The Man Nobody Knows (published in
1925), in which Barton, an American advertising executive
and author, presented Jesus using the rhetoric of modern
business — the text here uses a slightly different phrasing of
the title.

31 Porcius Marcus Cato refers to the Roman statesman
commonly called Cato the Elder (c.234–149 BCE), noted for
his repeated slogan that ‘Carthage must be destroyed’
(Carthago delenda est), a stance that helped precipitate the
Third Punic War and the destruction of Carthage around 146
BCE.
32 The Salvation Army is an international Christian
charitable and social‑welfare organization founded by


