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I wrote this book after a trip to Puglia (Italy) during which 
Rosella Santoro (the incomparable founder and soul of Il 
Libro Possibile festival) got me in touch with Claudia Coga 
of Dedalo. It was only because of Claudia’s insistence and 
encouragement that I decided to write Algorithms for a New 
World—although the fall 2020 lockdown played a role. I 
would like to thank Claudia (and, indirectly, Rosella) for 
persuading me to take some time to muse on important 
topics that, otherwise, my academic commitments would 
have prevented me from exploring.
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How will the increasingly intrusive presence of artificial 
intelligence and computers capable of autonomous learn-
ing define our near future? Using a non-specialist language, 
this book will take us on a journey through mathematical 
models based on the knowledge of physical processes, and 
more recent models based on artificial neural networks. The 
purpose is to raise our attention to the challenges, opportu-
nities, and dangers of a world regulated by mathematics 
and its algorithms and to show us how artificial intelligence 
and humanism can find a synthesis that benefits not only 
progress but also our well-being.
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