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Preface

The origins of this volume go back to a time before the civil wars in the Middle East led to
unprecedented destruction of the heritage from the Hellenistic and Roman periods in the
Levantine lands. In the meantime, our field of research will probably have been changed for ever.
It is to be hoped that a lasting peace will eventually be there to enjoy for the long-suffering
population of the region.

At the outset, I must thank Al Bertrand, then Editorial Director for Social Science and
Humanities Books at Wiley-Blackwell, for commissioning this Companion. Had I known at the
time the mammoth task which editing a project of this size involved, I would surely have turned
down his invitation ... In the years since then, I have dealt with various members from the team
at Wiley-Blackwell, and am grateful for the support of Kelley Baylis, Janani Govindankutty, Haze
Humbert, Allison Kostka, Ajith Kumar, Jennifer Manias, Roshna Mohan, Elizabeth Saucier,
Niranjana Vallavan, and Galen Young-Smith. In particular, I should like to acknowledge the guid-
ance, patience, and kindness of Will Croft, Pallavi Gosavi, Todd Green, Andrew Minton, Skyler
Van Valkenburgh, and Dhivya Vaithiyanathan, who together oversaw the final stage of the pro-
cess. And I am grateful to Moira Eagling and Monica Matthews for their careful copy editing.

A warm thank-you for their splendid chapters and much-appreciated patience goes to all con-
tributors to this volume. As is to be expected for a book of this size, some chapters were originally
submitted substantially earlier than other ones, but all colleagues have responded in cheerful col-
legiality to my requests to ensure that the final version would be as up-to-date as possible. Amongst
the contributors, I must single out (for reasons known to them) Jen Baird, Kim Czajkowski,
Alberto Rigolio and, especially, Michael Sommer. I am truly grateful.

My thanks are also due to Eris Williams Reed for her insightful comments on an earlier draft of
my introduction.

This volume is dedicated to the memory of Sir Fergus Millar, who passed away in the summer
of 2019. Fergus was not a great fan of companions or handbooks, but when I asked him for his
blessing of the project when I received the original commission he thought that, on the Hellenistic
and Roman Near East, there might actually be some use for it. I am sorry that he did not live to
see the final product. But surely the reader will perceive his presence as shining through in many
of the pages that follow.
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Silver stater of Aradus, fourth century BCE, issued in the decades before the de-
feat of the Persians by Alexander the Great. On the obverse, a laureate head of
a bearded deity; on the reverse, a galley with stylized waves beneath; Phoenician
letters mem aleph ayin above (the letter mem is oft the flan).

Athenian tetradrachm or Syrian imitation of one, fourth century Bce. The ob-
verse has a head of Athena; the reverse depicts her attribute, an owl, with a sprig
of olive. The test cut on the reverse suggests that such coins were probably ap-
preciated more for their metallic worth than their symbolic monetary value.
Copper-alloy coin of Alexander the Great (336-323 BCE), attributed to Byblos
and issued between c. 330 and 320 Bce. The obverse bears a head of a youthful
Heracles, wearing the skin of the Nemean lion; the reverse has a bow in a bow
case and a club, accompanied by the legend “of Alexander”.

Silver tetradrachm in the name of Alexander the Great, attributed to Byblos and
issued between c. 330 and 320 Bck. Like the previous coin (14.1C) the obverse
bears the head of Heracles; the reverse has a figure of Zeus seated on a throne,
holding an eagle, and the legend “of Alexander.” The Greek monogram in front
of Zeus has been understood as a monogram of a King Adramalek of Byblos (the
first three letters of his name in Greek, ADR).

Silver tetradrachm of Aradus, continuing the types of Alexander the Great (see
coin 14.1D), but bearing a palm-tree symbol (an emblem of Aradus) and a Greek
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monogram of the first two letters of the city’s name, AR. Below the figure of
Zeus is a date in Phoenician, “year 30” of the city’s era of independence from
the Seleucids (corresponding to 230,229 scE). This Aradian Alexander coinage
was discontinued c¢. 168 /167 BcE in favor of smaller drachms imitating coins of
Ephesus (see coin 14.2B).

Silver drachm of Aradus, imitating an issue of Ephesus, and dated 169 /168 BCE.
The obverse depicts a bee and the reverse a stag standing in front of a palm
tree, both of which were standard Ephesian types, but in place of an Ephesian
magistrate’s name the coin reads “of the Aradians.” These coins circulated in the
Levant alongside genuine Ephesian drachms, which were apparently exported to
Seleucid Syria from Asia Minor.

Silver tetradrachm of Ptolemy II (285-246 BcE), minted at Sidon. Unlike their
neighbors and rivals, the Seleucids, whose silver coinage usually bears the portrait
of the current ruler, the Ptolemies stressed dynastic continuity through use of
the portrait of the dynasty’s founder, Ptolemy 1. His portrait appears here, on
the coinage of his son and successor Ptolemy II. The reverse type of an eagle was
used on almost all Ptolemaic silver coinage, and was employed later at Phoenician
mints by the Seleucids after their conquest of these Ptolemaic possessions in the
Levant (see coin 14.3B).

Silver tetradrachm of Antiochus IV (175-164 BcE), minted at Ptolemais, and
using the Attic weight standard. The obverse carries the royal portrait, and the
reverse has a standard Seleucid type: Apollo, seated on the Delphic omphalos,
holding an arrow and testing a bow against the ground.

Copper-alloy coin of the Seleucid king Antiochus I1T (223-187 BCE), minted at
Antioch. These small, low-value coins, with an obverse head of the god Apollo
and a reverse type showing Apollo standing, holding an arrow and testing a bow
against the ground, average about 12 mm in diameter and 2 g in weight. They
were minted in huge quantities and seem to have circulated widely in the Levant.
Silver tetradrachm with the portrait and titles of the Seleucid king Antiochus
VII (138-129 BcE), minted at Tyre. This coin, with its characteristic reverse of
an cagle standing on a ship’s ram, was issued on the standard employed by the
Ptolemies, and used the same basic reverse type as the Ptolemaic coinage (see
coin 14.2C).

Silver tetradrachm minted at Antioch following the Roman annexation, imitating
a late Seleucid issue in the name of Philip Philadelphus (93-83 BcE). These coins
continued to bear the portrait, name and titles of the Seleucid king; the only in-
dication of the real authority is the small monogram in front of the seated figure
of Zeus on the reverse, thought to read AY I'AB, an abbreviation in Greek of the
name AU(lus) GAB(inius), the Roman governor of Syria, 57-54 BCE.

Silver tetradrachm of Augustus (27 BcE-14 ck), minted at Antioch. The obverse
bears the portrait of the emperor; the reverse has an image of the Tyche of An-
tioch seated on a rock and holding a palm branch, with a personification of the
river Orontes as a youth swimming at her feet (see coins 14.9A and 14.9D for
later examples of the same figurative group).

Silver tetradrachm of Nero (54-68 ck), minted at Antioch. Under Nero the
tetradrachms of Antioch began to utilize the reverse type of an eagle, which had
hitherto been employed by Phoenician mints, especially Tyre (see coins 14.2C
and 14.3B).

Silver denarius of Septimius Severus (193-211 cg), minted in the Near East,
probably at Antioch. The obverse has a portrait of the emperor; the reverse a
winged figure of Victory with a victor’s wreath and palm branch.
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Silver “radiate” or antoninianus of Philip I (244-249 ck), minted at Antioch.
The reverse shows a figure of Pax (Peace) with the legend PAX FVNDATA CVM
PERSIS, “peace established with the Persians,” a reference to a treaty concluded
between the Romans and the Sasanians after a Roman defeat in which the previ-
ous emperor, Gordian I (238-244 ck), was killed.

Silver tetradrachm of Philip I (244-249 ck), minted at Rome for circulation in
Syria. Most of the coinage circulating in Syria was minted locally, but a few issues
were produced at mints outside the region. That Rome was the mint for this
coinage is apparent from the style, which is exactly like that of contemporary Ro-
man imperial coins of Philip, and the abbreviation MON(eta) VRB(is), “mint of
Rome,” beneath the eagle on the reverse.

Base silver tetradrachm of the Syrian usurper Uranius Antoninus (c. 253 /4 cE),
minted at Emesa. This ruler, known only through his coinage, may have been the
last to produce a silver coinage of Greek type in the Near East. The reverse carries
the image of an eagle with a wreath in its beak, following the tradition exhibited
by coins 14.2C, 14.3B, 14.4A, and 14.4D.

Radiate of the eastern usurper Quietus (260 ck), produced at an uncertain mint
in the cast (Antioch?). The obverse bears a portrait of Quietus; the reverse de-
picts the goddess Roma.

Radiate of Maximianus (286-305 ck). The reverse shows the emperor receiving a
figure of Victory from the god Jupiter, with the legend “to Jupiter the preserver
of the emperor.” The mint for this coin is conventionally identified as the north-
ern Phoenician city of Tripolis, based on the initials TR; but Tripolis was not a
particularly prominent or important city, and TR might stand for Tyre instead.
Post-reform radiate of Constantius I, as Caesar (293-305 ck), minted at Anti-
och. The reverse type is identical to the preceding coin, but the accompanying
inscription reads “with the agreement of the army.” At the bottom, the letters
ANT identity the mint.

Copper-alloy coin of Nerva (96-98 ck), minted at Antioch, with the letters SC
in a wreath. The coin does not refer to Antioch in any way, but all the evidence
points to the bulk of the so-called SC coinage of the emperors being minted
there.

Copper-alloy coin of Elagabalus (218-222 cE), minted at Antioch, with the let-
ters SC in a wreath. Although there were later issues of SC coins, those of Elaga-
balus were the last to be struck in large quantities.

Copper-alloy coin minted in Judaca under Tiberius (14—37 cE). These issues bear
a date according to the regnal years of Tiberius, year 16 (29 /30 ck, not visible
on this specimen), which places it during the time of the prefect Pontius Pilate.
The obverse shows a ritual ladle (sémpulum) and reads “of Tiberius Caesar, year
16”; and the reverse bears three ears of corn bound together, with the legend
“Julia (Livia, the mother) of Caesar.” The coin does not bear any reference to
Pilate, and, in deference to Jewish sensibilities to graven images, avoids imperial
portraits in favor of inanimate objects; but some have seen in the depiction of
a Roman ritual implement evidence of Pilate’s supposedly antagonistic stance
toward Jews.

Silver tetradrachm minted at Aradus, dated year 172 of the city’s era (88/87
BCE). The obverse bears a head of a city-goddess; the reverse shows a winged
figure of Nike holding an aphlaston (the decorative element of a ship’s stern).
The inscription reads “of the Aradians”; the letters on the left-hand side combine
Greek and Phoenician letters. The upper line is a number, 182, the year of mint-
ing; the function of the others is uncertain but they were probably control marks
or initials of officials.
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Silver tetradrachm minted at Tyre, dated year 99 of the city’s era (28,/27 BCE).
The obverse bears a head of the Tyrian god Melqart, assimilated to Heracles;
and the reverse an eagle standing on a ship’s ram. The inscription in Greek reads
“of Tyre, the sacred and inviolate, year 99.” Such coins circulated widely in the
southern Levant in the first century BCE and later, until they were supplanted by
Antiochene silver coins under the Roman emperor Nero (54-68 cE).
Copper-alloy coin of Antiochus IV (175-164 Bcg), minted at Apamea. The ob-
verse portrays Antiochus wearing the royal diadem; the reverse has a seated figure
of Zeus with the legend “of the Apamaioi, who are on the Axios (river).” Axios
was an alternative name for the river Orontes. Although the coin does not bear
the king’s name and titles, it is likely that it was issued with royal consent.
Copper-alloy coin of Ptolemy, tetrarch of Chalcis (c. 84—40 BcE). The obverse
bears a laureate head of Zeus; the reverse shows a flying cagle, with the legend
“of Ptolemy the tetrarch.”

Copper-alloy coin of Sidon, issued in the second quarter of the second century
BCE. The obverse depicts the city-goddess; the reverse shows a ship’s rudder, but
it is the accompanying Phoenician inscription that makes this coin particularly
interesting: “of Sidon, metropolis of Cambe (Carthage), of Hippo (a neighbor
of Carthage), of Citium (in Cyprus), of Tyre.” On this coin, Sidon proclaimed its
greater antiquity and therefore superiority as the founder of its southerly neigh-
bor and rival Tyre. Naming Tyre last on the list may have been deliberate.

Silver drachm of the Nabatean king Rabbel II (70-106 ck), dated regnal year 3
(72/73 cE). The obverse has a laureate and diademed head of Rabbel, with an
Aramaic legend “Rabbel, king of the Nabatacans, year 3” (the number is visible
as three parallel strokes just above the shoulder); the reverse portrays his mother
Shuqailat, with the Aramaic inscription “Shuqailat his mother, Queen of the
Nabatacans”.

Copper-alloy coin of Trajan (98-117 cE) minted at Beroea. The obverse portrays
Trajan; the reverse has the ethnic BEPOIAIWN (“of the Beroinos”) in a wreath.
The meaning of the letter A at the bottom is uncertain but it is likely to be some
kind of control mark connected with the organization of coin production in the
city.

Copper-alloy coin of Macrinus (217-218 cE), minted at Laodicea. The obverse
carries the imperial portrait; the reverse shows a figure of the satyr Marsyas, car-
rying a wine skin and with his hand raised, which was used as a coin type by many
Roman coloniae in the Near East. The inscription on the reverse reads COL
LAODICIAE METR IIII PROV, “of the colonia of Laodicea, metropolis of the
four provinciae.” This is thought to refer to Laodicea’s status as a center for the
four regions of the imperial cult in Syria. This role was probably given to Laodi-
cea by Septimius Severus, for the city having supported him in his war against
a rival, Pescennius Niger; Laodicea’s rival, Antioch, which had previously been
the chief city of the Syrian imperial cult, had supported Niger and was demoted
when Severus triumphed.

Copper-alloy coin of Macrinus (217-218 cg), minted at Damascus. The ob-
verse bears a portrait of Macrinus; the reverse shows a temple on a platform, ap-
proached by a staircase, with an altar at the bottom. At the base of the platform
is an arched grotto from which water flows; behind the temple is a tall vine. The
image probably depicts the temple at Ain Fijeh, in the Antilebanon to the west
of Damascus, which was the source of the Barada river that flows through the
city. The surviving remains of the temple stand above a vaulted structure that still
contains a spring.

Copper-alloy coin of Severus Alexander (222-235 ck), minted at Hierapolis. The
obverse portrays the emperor; the reverse shows cult images of Hadad (seated
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on the left) and Atargatis (seated on the right), holding attributes and flanked
by animals (bulls for Hadad, lions for Atargatis). Between them is a shrine with
a triangular pediment, containing what looks like a military standard, which is
presumably the semezon, a cult image referred to in Lucian, Sy~ D. 33 (see also
Chapter 37).

Copper-alloy coin of Antoninus Pius (138-161 cg), minted at Emesa. The ob-
verse carries the imperial portrait; the reverse shows an eagle perched on the
stone of Elagabal, carrying a wreath in its beak. The stone itself is decorated with
a crescent and two stars, recalling Herodian’s description of the stone’s surfaces
(5.3.5, Loeb version): “there are some markings that are pointed out, which the
people would like to believe are a rough picture of the sun, because that is how
they see them”.

Copper-alloy coin of Valerian I (253-260 ck), minted at Ptolemais. The obverse
shows the emperor in military attire, carrying a shield and with a spear over his
shoulder. The reverse has a tree, flanked by two altars, from which a snake is
seen rising, and a caduceus on the right-hand side. The exact nature of the cult
expressed by this image is uncertain, but the presence of a caduceus suggests a
connection with Hermes. Ptolemais was given the status of a Roman colony under
Claudius (41-54 cE), and consequently the legends on its coinage are in Latin.
Copper-alloy coin of the joint emperors Trebonianus Gallus and Volusian (251-
253 ce), minted at Antioch. The obverse shows busts of the two emperors facing
cach other (Trebonianus Gallus on the left, and his son Volusian on the right).
The reverse depicts the statue group of the Tyche of Antioch with the river
Orontes at her feet, housed in a portable shrine with carry-bars at the bottom.
Above the shrine, a ram (probably a Zodiacal symbol) is shown leaping right.
Although Antioch was a Roman colony at the time, its coinage continued to
carry Greek legends (even the title “colonia” appears in Greek on the reverse,
abbreviated at the bottom right as KOAQN).

Copper-alloy coin of Gallienus (253-268 ck), minted at Heliopolis. The obverse
carries a portrait of the emperor; the reverse shows an athlete holding a victor’s
palm branch and placing a crown on his head. Heliopolis was a Roman colony,
like Ptolemais, and hence the legends on the coin are in Latin. By the mid-third
century it held Greek festivals; its coins refer to a sacred Capitoline ecumenical
games, and this type was a standard coin type in the Greek ecast to denote the
athletic element of such festivals.

Copper-alloy coin of the early fourth century, minted at Antioch. The obverse
shows the Tyche of Antioch, seated on a rock, with the river Orontes personi-
fied as a young man swimming beneath her. The legend reads GENIO AN-
TIOCHENTI (“to the genius of Antioch”). The reverse shows another famous
Antiochene monument: the statue of Apollo at Daphne near Antioch; and the
legend reads APOLLONI SANCTO (“to sacred Apollo”).

Copper-alloy coin of Justin I (518-527 cE), minted at Antioch, with a portrait
of the emperor on the obverse. The reverse depicts the Tyche of Antioch seated
within a two-columned shrine; the backwards letter E in front of her is a value
mark (5 nummsi).

Places and regions mentioned in chapter 14. Map of distribution of coinage based
on https: //commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Middle_East_topographic_map-
blank_3000bc_crop.svg. All adjustments © T. Kaizer.

Australian aerial photography on the Palestine Front in 1916-18. (A) The Aus-
tralian War Photographer Frank Hurley. (B) Australian servicemen processing
aerial photographs. (C) An Australian view of the remarkable location of Kerak
in Jordan, the shadows pointing to the deep valleys on cither side of the ridge.
The Crusader castle (center) and town overly the Roman city of Characmoab.
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A mosaic of Royal Air Force vertical photographs of 1926 of the Greco-Roman
city of Gerasa (Jarash). The entire circuit of city walls can be seen, the monumen-
tal west side of the city, the circus (south of city) and the Circassian settlement
overlying the eastern side (APAAME_19261122_OGSC_RAF-AP1084C).
Google Earth imagery allowing a comparison of part of Hellenistic-Roman
Apamea in Syria before and after recent massive looting.

Successive street grid extensions at Antioch based on interpretation of vertical
aerial photographs (after Leblanc and Poccardi 1999: Figure 5).

The Roman town at Umm el-Jimal, Jordan. (A) The unplanned character is
typical of such towns and contrasts with most cities (Courtesy: Bert de Vries).
(B) The scale and character of this large Roman-Umayyad town is readily ap-
parent. Also visible is the earlier Nabatacan town — the gray area at top center
(APAAME_20020929_DILK-0155).

Yajuz seen in 1998 (above) when it lay in relatively open countryside and with
just one intrusive building. By 2014 (below) several large houses had been con-
structed, including this one cutting through structures visible in the section.
Umm er-Rasas, Jordan. The village of about 3 ha grew up organically and with-
out plan around an earlier fort of c. 2.2 ha. In time the abandoned fort, too, was
settled, including no less than four churches.

A Roman farm south of Madaba in Jordan. The panorama shows the relatively
arid marginal landscape though the structure itself is well-built.

The late Roman legionary fortress at Lejjun, Jordan. The location at a major
spring (A) on the fringe of the cultivable area was attractive. The dark structures
(B) above the fortress are a late nineteenth-century Ottoman barracks, the pla-
teau in the center (C) has a Bronze Age fortress and an Iron Age fort can be seen
right of center (D).

Roads and tracks in Arabia. (A) The Via Nova Traiana on the plateau south of
the Wadi el-Hasa including standing milestones iz situ (APAAME_20141019_
DLK-0203C). (B) Recently discovered stretch of road southwest of Am-
man (APAAME_20111010_MND-0021). (C) Vicinal roads east of Jarash
(APAAME_19990614_DLK-0056).

Fossilized field boundaries. Although dating is always problematic, these exam-
ples are closely associated with Roman period settlement. (A) German aerial pho-
tograph of 1918 showing strip fields. (B) Location of similar field boundaries
identified on aerial photographs of 1953 in the area of Masuh southwest of Am-
man.

Qanats. (A) An example southeast of the Roman and early Umayyad town of
Udruh in southern Jordan (APAAME_20090930_RHB-0368). (B) Qanats
mapped from aerial or satellite imagery in Syria, especially around the Roman
town of Androna.

Mosaic from Antioch (House of the Drinking Contest) of drinking contest of
Dionysus and Heracles. Princeton University neg. 5273.

Mosaic from Zeugma (Gaziantep Museum) of Pasiphae, Daedalus, and Icarus.
Courtesy J.-P. Darmon.

Mosaic from Emesa (Maarret en-Noman Museum) of Heracles as a child stran-
gling the serpents. Photo J.Ch. Balty.

Mosaic from Palmyra (in situ) of Odaenathus and his son victorious against the
Persians. Courtesy of M. Gawlikowski.

Mosaic from Shahba-Philippopolis (Shahba Museum) of Sea Goddess Tethys.
Photo J.Ch. Balty.

Map of northern Syria. Courtesy of A. Bousdroukis.

The colonnade at Apamea. © T. Kaizer.
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