LEARNING MADE EASY

([~~~

060

dle Dogs

dummies

A Wiley Brand

Miriam Fields-Babineau
Doodle Whisperer






[~ ~

060

Doodle Dogs

by Miriam Fields-Babineau

dummies
A Wiley Brand



Doodle Dogs For Dummies®

Published by: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774, www.wiley.com
Copyright © 2022 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Hoboken, New Jersey
Published simultaneously in Canada

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning or otherwise, except as permitted under Sections
107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without the prior written permission of the Publisher. Requests to
the Publisher for permission should be addressed to the Permissions Department, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River
Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, (201) 748-6011, fax (201) 748-6008, or online at http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

Trademarks: Wiley, For Dummies, the Dummies Man logo, Dummies.com, Making Everything Easier, and related
trade dress are trademarks or registered trademarks of John Wiley & Sons, Inc., and may not be used without written
permission. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. John Wiley & Sons, Inc., is not associated
with any product or vendor mentioned in this book.

LIMIT OF LIABILITY/DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY: WHILE THE PUBLISHER AND AUTHORS HAVE USED THEIR
BEST EFFORTS IN PREPARING THIS WORK, THEY MAKE NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES WITH RESPECT
TO THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS WORK AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM ALL
WARRANTIES, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. NO WARRANTY MAY BE CREATED OR EXTENDED BY SALES
REPRESENTATIVES, WRITTEN SALES MATERIALS OR PROMOTIONAL STATEMENTS FOR THIS WORK. THE FACT
THAT AN ORGANIZATION, WEBSITE, OR PRODUCT IS REFERRED TO IN THIS WORK AS A CITATION AND/OR
POTENTIAL SOURCE OF FURTHER INFORMATION DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE PUBLISHER AND AUTHORS
ENDORSE THE INFORMATION OR SERVICES THE ORGANIZATION, WEBSITE, OR PRODUCT MAY PROVIDE OR
RECOMMENDATIONS IT MAY MAKE. THIS WORK IS SOLD WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE PUBLISHER IS
NOT ENGAGED IN RENDERING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. THE ADVICE AND STRATEGIES CONTAINED HEREIN
MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR YOUR SITUATION. YOU SHOULD CONSULT WITH A SPECIALIST WHERE APPROPRIATE.
FURTHER, READERS SHOULD BE AWARE THAT WEBSITES LISTED IN THIS WORK MAY HAVE CHANGED OR
DISAPPEARED BETWEEN WHEN THIS WORK WAS WRITTEN AND WHEN IT IS READ. NEITHER THE PUBLISHER
NOR AUTHORS SHALL BE LIABLE FOR ANY LOSS OF PROFIT OR ANY OTHER COMMERCIAL DAMAGES, INCLUDING
BUT NOT LIMITED TO SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, OR OTHER DAMAGES.

For general information on our other products and services, please contact our Customer Care Department within
the U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002. For technical support, please visit
https://hub.wiley.com/community/support/dummies.

Wiley publishes in a variety of print and electronic formats and by print-on-demand. Some material included with
standard print versions of this book may not be included in e-books or in print-on-demand. If this book refers to
media such as a CD or DVD that is not included in the version you purchased, you may download this material at
http://booksupport.wiley.com. For more information about Wiley products, visit www.wiley.com.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2021945451

ISBN 978-1-119-82225-7 (pbk); ISBN 978-1-119-82226-4 (ebk); ISBN 978-1-119-82227-1 (ebk)


http://www.wiley.com
http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions
https://hub.wiley.com/community/support/dummies
http://booksupport.wiley.com
http://www.wiley.com

Contents at a Glance

Introduction ... 1
Part 1: From PoodletoDoodle .................................. 5
cHAPTER1: Meetthe Doodle. ... ... e e e 7
CHAPTER2: The Amazing Poodle. ... ... .ottt i 19
cHAPTER 3: Considering Your Doodle Options. .......vvveiieniiiiiiiie... 25
Part 2: Your VeryOwnDoodle.................................. 69
cHAPTER 4: PickaDoodle. ... ... 71
cHAPTERS: DoodleontheWay. ... 93
cHApTER 6: It's Doodle Day: Picking Up Your New Puppy.........ccovvvnnnn.. 109
CHAPTER7: DOO0IE Care. .ottt e 125
cHAPTER 8: The DapperDoodle ... ..o e 157
Part3:DoodleTraining ......................................... 173
cHAPTER9: Doodle Rules and Regulations ..., 175
CHAPTER 10: Basic DoOdIe LeSSONS. . ... oot 187
cHAPTER 11: Advanced Doodle Lessons ... 217
CHAPTER 12: DOOAIE DONtS .ottt e 241
Part 4: Doodles witha Purpose................................ 259
CHAPTER 13: Doodles as Assistance DOgS ... ...t 261
CHAPTER 14: DOOAIE SPOIS . o vttt 267
Part 5:SeniorDoodles ... 281
CHAPTER 15: Recognizing the Changing Needs of Aging Doodles................ 283
cHAPTER 16: Enhancing the Life of Your AgingDoodle......................... 291
cHAPTER 17: Double Doodle: Adding a Second Dog to Your Family.............. 299
Part6:ThePartofTens........................................ 319
CHAPTER 18: Ten Reasons to Get Your Doodle from a Reputable Breeder........ 321
CHAPTER 19: Ten Reasons to Share Your LifewithaDoodle .................... 325






Table of Contents

INTRODUCTION ... 1
ABOUt ThiS BOOK. . ..ot e e 2

Foolish ASSumptions. . ...t i e 2

lcons Used in ThiSBOOK . ...t 3

Beyond the BoOK. ... .ot 3
Whereto GofromHere ...ttt e e 4

PART 1: FROM POODLETODOODLE .......................... 5
ciarrer: MeettheDoodle. ..., 7
D0o0odle SizZeS. . .ot 7

Toy-size Doodles . ... ...ttt e 9
Miniature-size Doodles. . ... ...ttt 10
Standard-size Doodles . ....... ... 11

Doodle Personalities. . ...t e 12
SUPEr-SENSItIVE. . ..t 12

Very intuitive ... e 14

Hyperactive. . . ..ot e 15

Doodle Health .. ... o i e 15

Life SPaN .t 15

Potential healthissues ...... ... ... . i ... 16

Doodle Training . . ..ottt e 17
Puppies:Upto4monthsold........... ..., 17
Adolescents: 4to8 monthsold.............. ... il 17

Adults: Over 8 monthsold............ ... i i 18

ciaerer2z The Amazing Poodle..................................... 19
Meetthe Poodle . ...... ... i e 20

Big, Small, Poodles Have It All ...... ... i 23

Poodle Personalities . ..ot 23
Common Health Concerns. ... 24

cuaerer3: Considering Your Doodle Options .................... 25
Considering Your Lifestyle . . ... i 26

Doodle Commonalities. . ... ..ot i 28
Grooming requUIreMents. .. ...ovet ittt ee e, 28

Early socialization requirements. ..., 28

Behavioral quirks. ... 28

Trainability . ... 28

Dietary reQUIremMents . . ..ottt e 29

Table of Contents A"/



vi

Exerciserequirements .........ouiiii i e 29

Separation anxiety. . ... i 29
Meetthe Doodles . ... ...t e 29
Aussiedoodle ... .. 30
Bernedoodle. ... ... 32
Cavadoodle (Cavapo0) .. .cvvn e 34
Chidoodle (Chipo0) . ..ottt 36
COCKAPOO vttt 38
Goldendoodle . ... .. 40
Havadoodle ... ... ... 42
Jackadoodle (Jackapoo). . .o v vt 44
Labradoodle. ... ... 46
MaltiPOO . .o e et e 48
PEKAPOO « it e 50
POMaPO0 . 52
Pugadoodle (PUEAP00) . . ..ottt i 54
Pyredoodle. . ....oi e 56
Sheepadoodle ... ...t 58
Shihdoodle (Shihpoo) . ..o e 60
SProodle . oo e 62
Whoodle (Wheatenpoo) . .....ooiiint i 64
Yorkipoo (Yorkidoodle). ..o 66
PART 2: YOUR VERY OWN DOODLE........................... 69
ciarrera: PickaDoodle. ... 71
FindingYourDoodle. ... ...t i 71
Searchingtheweb...... ... .. i i 71
Doodle OWNErS. ...t 72
GrOOMIBIS L ot e e e e e 72
Identifying a Reputable Breeder..............coiiiiiiiiiinn, 73
Looking at the different kinds of breeders .................... 73
Asking therightquestions . ........ ... i, 76
Visitingabreeder. ... ..o 77
Getting health clearances. .......... ... ... i i, 78
Reading the puppy purchase contract........................ 81
Temperament TestingaDoodle .......... ... ... it 82
Be gentle: Testing for touch sensitivity. .. .................. ... 82
What's that? Testing for movement and object sensitivity .. ..... 84
Who's the boss? Testing for confidence or passivity ............ 86

I'll get that! Testing for possessiveness and retrieval ability . . . . .. 89
Follow the leader: Testing for social skills . .................... 91

Doodle Dogs For Dummies



CHAPTER 5:

CHAPTER 6:

CHAPTER 7:

DoodleontheWay...................................... 93
Before Doodle Day: What to Know Before Bringing Your

DOg HOME. . e 93
Financial considerations. .......... ... i 94
Time considerations . ......covet it e 95
Space considerations .. ...t 97

Puppy-Proofing Your Home. . ... ... 97
Removing chewinghazards........... ... ... 98
Protecting your furniture . ....... ... o i i 99
Safety first. .o 101

Setting Up Sleeping and EatingAreas ...............cccvvvinn... 102
The crate: Your dog's first placetosleep..................... 103
Thinking outside the box: Letting your dog sleep
OULSIdE @ Crate . ..ottt e 103
Buyingbedding ... 104
Givingyourdogaplacetoeat..........ooviiiiiiiiiin.. 104

Stocking Up on Supplies. . ...oon i 105
Collars, harnesses, and leashes. ................coooivii.t. 105
Dishesand bowls. ....... ... 105
Ty S ettt e 106

It's Doodle Day: Picking Up Your New Puppy...... 109

Travel Considerations. . ....... .ottt 110
Flying with your puppy .. ..oovin e 110
Travelingbycar ... ... 112

Poop, Pee, Eat, Sleep, Repeat: Setting Up a Feeding and Potty

Schedule . ... o 113

Giving Your Puppy the Guided Tour. ..., 114
Showingyourpuparound ...........coo it 114
Greetingthefamily ... .. .. i i 115
Meeting otherpets ... ... oot i 116
Taking your Doodle out to do their business ................. 119

Helping Your Doodle through the First-Night Blues. .............. 120

Planning Activities to Keep Your Doodle Entertained ............. 121

It Takes a Village: Making Sure the Whole Family Is Onboard ... ... 122
Feeding times. .. ... oot 122
Potty breaks . . ... 123
Training and exerciseroutines ..., 123

DoodleCare................cooiiiiii 125

Giving Your Doodle the Nutrition They Need .................... 125
The basics of nutrition ........ ... i 126
Typesofdogfood ...t 127

Table of Contents vii



viii

Goingtothe Veterinarian. . ..., 131

Choosingaveterinarian ..., 131
SPaYINg Or NEULEIING. . . oottt et 134
Going for regular checkups and vaccinations................. 135
Controlling parasites. .. .....ie et 138
Recognizing and Addressing Health Issues...................... 139
Itches, bumps and spots: Skindisorders..................... 139
Food allergies. . ....ouuiin i i i e 140
Finicky or piggy: Eating disorders ............ccoviiin... 140
Born with it or accidental: Skeletalissues .................... 141
Common food sensitivities. . ... 142
Itches, bumps and spots: Skindisorders..................... 143
Offering First-AidtoYourDoodle ......... ..., 144
Assembling your canine first-aid kit . .......... ... ..o oL 145
Knowing whattodoinanemergency ..........c.ovovvvunn... 146
Nature’'s Way: Exploring Natural Foods and Supplements......... 153
Vitamins ..o 153
Herbs. .o 154
OIS 154
cHarTers: The Dapper Doodle.................................... 157
The Better to Hear You With: Cleaning Your Doodle’sEars ........ 157
Mani-Pedi Time: Trimming Your Doodle’sNails . ................. 159
Say Cheesel: Keeping Your Doodle’s Teeth Healthy............... 161
Lookin’ Good: Coat Maintenance ............c.cciiiiiiinnaennn. 163
Professional Doodle Grooming. ........c.covveiiiinnenneenn.. 165
Doodle CULS. . oot 166
Which cutisrightforyourdog ... 170
Preparing for grooming . ...t 170
PART 3: DOODLE TRAINING.................., 173
cuarrere: DoOOdle Rules and Regulations........................ 175
Settingthe Rules . ... .o i i 175
Being Consistent, Praising Frequently, and Exercising Patience ....176
Being Observant and Harnessing Good Behavior ................ 177
Facilitating good behavior ........ ... ... o i i 178
Capturing behavior . ... .o 179
Shaping behavior. ... ... i 180
Housetraining Your PUPPY. . .« vt e 181
Crate training . ..ot e 181
Finding the right outdoor reliefarea ........................ 183
Observing and directing your pup’s behavior................. 184
Training your Doodle to pottyoncue........................ 184
For whom the bell tolls: Training your Doodle to tell
youwhentheyhavetogo ..., 186

Doodle Dogs For Dummies



cuarter 10: Basic Doodle Lessons . ..., 187

Buying and Using the Right Training Equipment ................. 187
Targetingand Marking . ... 192
Teaching Your Doodle the BasicCues ...........cooiviiinn... 195
)1 PP 195
oM. 196
Heel . oo 198
DOWN . 202
Y ettt 204
Finish. .o 208
StANd . o e 214
cuarrer 11: Advanced Doodle Lessons ............................ 217
Increasing the Duration and Distance of Stays and Recalls ........ 217
Increasing the distance duringstays ........... ..., 218
Getting your dogtocomefromastay.............coovve... 221
Walking at Heel withouta Leash.......... ... .. ... . ot 224
Phase 1: Draggingtheleash............ ... . .. i .. 224
Phase 2: Using apull-tableash ......... ... ... o it 225
Distraction-Proofing Your Doodle. . .......... ..., 226
Ty S et e 228
Children. . ... o 229
DOgS. . e e 231
Otheranimals ... i 233
Enhancing Focus by Capturing Offered Behavior................. 234
Capturing heelingofflead ......... ... ... i, 234
VOolUNTary STaYs . ..ottt 235
Putting on the Finishing Touches: AKCRally..................... 236
Puppy Playground: Doodle Agility Fun.......................... 238
ciaerer 1z D0Odl@DON'tS ... 241
Four on the Floor: Stopping JumpingUp .......coovviiiinnon.. 242
Understanding why dogsjump......... ..., 243
Keeping your Doodle’s feetontheground ................... 243
Curing the insistentjumper. ....... ... i, 244
I'm Not Your Supper: Stopping Mouthing . ...................... 247
Understanding why dogs nipand mouth .................... 247
Preventingtheproblem ..... ... .. ... . i i 247
Curingthe problem. ... ... i 248
Chew on This, NOot That. . .. .ottt et e 248
Understanding why dogschew............... ... .. ..., 249
Solvingtheproblem ....... ... i 250

Table of Contents ix



X

Oh, the Noise! Getting Your Doodle to Stop Barking.............. 253

Keeping your Doodle occupied while you'regone............. 254

Helping your Doodle to be confident on theirown ............ 255

Stopping barkingoncue. ... ... i 256

All Mine: Teaching Your DoodletoShare........................ 256

Surf's Up! Stopping Counter-Surfing. .. ....... ..., 257

PART 4: DOODLESWITHAPURPOSE ........................ 259

cuarrer 1:: DOOdIes as AssistanceDogs.......................... 261

The Better to Hear You With: HearingDogs ..................... 262

Assistance Doodles. ... ... 263

Emotional Support DOgs . ...cvviii i 264

cuarter 12: DOOd @ SpOftS ........................................... 267

Participating in Formal Competitions. .................covvnn.. 267

Looking at the different kinds of competitions. ............... 268

Preparing foryourevent ............oouiiiiiiiinnennnnn.. 275

HuntingwithYourDoodle ...t 277

Having Down-Home Fun with Your Doodle...................... 278

PART 5: SENIORDOODLES.................ccevveiiieainnnn.., 281
cuaerer 15: Recognizing the Changing Needs of Aging

Doodles............. ... 283

Physical Changes. ...t e 285

Worsening allergies. . ...t e 285

Badbreath ... ... .. 285

Lumpsand bumps. .. ..o 286

Weight gain. ... oo e 286

INncontinence. . ..ot 286

Aches and pains: Changes in your Doodle’s joints............. 286

Blindnessand deafness ... 287

Mental Changes. . ...t e e 288

cuarrer 16: Enhancing the Life of Your Aging Doodle. ........ .. 291

Move It or Lose It: Keeping Your Senior Doodle Active ............ 291

Walking not running . .....cooi it 292

Keeping the gameslight.......... ... ... i .. 292

Feeding Your SeniorDoodle ....... ... 293

Understanding how your dog's needs have changed .......... 293

Feeding more often to aid digestion. ........................ 294

Old Dog, New Tricks: Training Your Senior Doodle ............... 295

Exercisesforthebody ......... ..ot 295

Exercisesforthemind ......... ..., 296

Doodle Dogs For Dummies



cuaerer 17: Double Doodle: Adding a Second
DogtoYourFamily ..................................... 299
Looking at Common Reasons to Get a Second Dog............... 300
To give your current dog a companion ............coveunn.n. 301
To prevent separation anxiety. ... 301
To Doodle or Not to Doodle: That Is the Question................ 302
Knowing What to Look forina Sibling.......................... 303
Helping the New Duo GetAlong . ........ ..., 304
Setting up a positive initial meeting .. ........ ... ... 304
Acclimatingtoanewlife........ ... i i 305
Preventing resourceguarding. ......... ... i 307
Working with the dogsintandem........................... 308
PART 6: THEPARTOFTENS.......................oi, 319
cuarter 13 T€N Reasons to Get Your Doodle from
a ReputableBreeder................................... 321
They Know What They're Producing. . ..., 322
They Provide Health Certifications .. ........... ... it 322
They Let You Meetthe Parents......... ... i, 322
They Care Who Buys Their Puppies ..o, 323
They Offer Health Guarantees. ..........c.cooiviiiiinneinnnns 323
They'll Take Your Dog Back if You Can't Keep Them .............. 323
They Can Help You Pick the Right Puppy............cooooiiio. 324
They Provide Proof of Vaccinations ............................ 324
They Can Give You All Kinds of Guidance after You've
Taken Your PUp HOME ...t e 324
They Care about the Puppies They Produce..................... 324

CHAPTER 19:

Ten Reasons to Share Your Life with a Doodle ... 325

Doodles Are Adorable. ......... ..o i 325
Doodles Are Extremely Intelligent. . . ..., 325
Doodles Are Easy tO Train .. ...ooviuin et i es 326
Doodles May Not Shed as Much as Some Other Breeds........... 326
Doodles Love People . ...t 326
Doodles Love Other DOgS . ... vvvvii et eiiaae e 327
Doodles Are Very Sensitive . ...ttt 327
Doodles Are Entertaining. . ...t 327
Doodles ComeinAllSizes ....... ..ottt 327
Doodles Fitin Any Climate. ...t 328
.............................................................. 329

Table of Contents xi






Introduction

Doodle is the result of the intentional breeding of a Poodle with another
purebred dog or, sometimes, a Doodle with a Doodle, or a Poodle with a
Doodle (say that ten times fast!). Doodles are popular canine companions,
and it’s easy to see why: They’re cute, sweet, athletic, and excellent family dogs.

Poodles are the perfect parent breed to create Doodles because they’re intelligent,
versatile, and social. In fact, Poodles were parent breeds for many of today’s cur-
rent purebred dogs, such as the highly popular Labrador Retriever, who in an
earlier version of its evolution was a Curly-Coated Retriever. When looking at a
Curley-Coated Retriever, you can easily recognize the Poodle genes: It has a lanky,
athletic body; long legs; narrow head; and, of course, a tight, curly coat.

Doodle Dogs For Dummies explores the reasons for the popularity of Doodles, from
their origins to living with them, and it helps you decide whether a Doodle is right
for you and your family (and if so, which one).

To narrow the choices, I explain which purebred dogs, mixed with a Poodle, might
best fit in with your lifestyle. Awareness of the characteristics of each purebred
parent will enhance your understanding of the possible appearance and behavior
of their offspring.

When you’ve made a choice and brought your new Doodle puppy home, you’ll
need to ensure they quickly adjust to their new environment. I fill you in on every-
thing from feeding and grooming to housetraining and health considerations.

Keeping your Doodle healthy is only part of what it means to own a Doodle. These
designer breeds require clear communication and consistency, which you can get
through obedience training. Doodles are highly intelligent and active, so you need
to know how to guide them in the right direction and stimulate their brains (in
order to keep them on the straight and narrow). Socialization is also important —
Doodles are very sensitive and aware of their environments.

In this book, I explain how to address behavior problems before they occur and
how to handle them if they become bad habits.
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When you have a well-behaved Doodle companion, you may want to continue to
spice up your lives with fun dog sports and activities. Doodles love action! The
more you train your Doodle for activities such as agility, dock diving, or retrieving
games, the happier and better adjusted they’ll become. Engaging in these activi-
ties with your Doodle will enhance your relationship in so many ways.

In this book, I've gathered all the information you need to find, obtain, raise, care
for, and train your Doodle. I also help you understand the needs of your senior
Doodle and how to integrate a second dog into your family.

Doodles are unique and fun! When you understand them inside and out, you’ll
have years of great experiences ahead of you.

About This Book

Although you’ll find all kinds of useful information in each chapter of this book,
you don’t have to read it from cover to cover to benefit from it. Each chapter con-
tains all the tools you need to accomplish specific goals. I know you’re busy, so in
this book, I tell you only what you need to know and nothing you don’t.

If you’re short on time, you can safely skip the sidebars (text in gray boxes) — the
information they contain is interesting but not critical. You can also skip any
paragraphs marked by the Technical Stuff icon (see “Icons Used in This Book,
later in this Introduction, for more information).

Within this book, you may note that some web addresses break across two lines of
text. If you’re reading this book in print and you want to visit one of these web
pages, simply key in the web address exactly as it’s noted in the text, pretending
as though the line break doesn’t exist. If you're reading this as an e-book, you’ve
got it easy — just click the web address to be taken directly to the web page.

Foolish Assumptions

2

Because you’ve picked up this book I assume you’re not a dummy. You’re either
thinking of getting a Doodle or you already own one. Plus, the fact that you want
to find out more about your dog makes you exceptionally intelligent. I make some
other assumptions about you:

Doodle Dogs For Dummies



¥ You have, or are about to get, a Doodle because you wanted a unique
individual to love and live with.

¥ You want just the facts; you need to make sure you accomplish your goals.
You don't want all the scientific jargon and terminology explaining the
background of each topic.

3 You have a big heart to take on a dog and give them a happy home.

Icons Used in This Book

TIP

WARNING

(= =
T
TECHNICAL
STUFF

©

REMEMBER

Icons are those little eye-catching pictures in the margin of this book. These icons
are eye-catching for a reason: They flag important information. Here’s what they
mean:

The Tip icon helps you solve problems faster or explains an easier way to approach
an issue.

The Warning icon prevents you from doing something dangerous to your dog,
yourself, or others. Heed this icon!

The Technical Stuff icon marks information that’s interesting, though not vital to
your Doodle’s well-being. Although you really don’t need to read the information
marked by this icon, you won’t lose much time doing so, and it may help you
understand your dog better.

The Remember icon flags anything you should commit to memory.

Beyond the Book

In addition to the book you have in your hands, you can access some extra content
online. Check out the free Cheat Sheet for questions to ask when adopting a dog,
tips on temperament testing, and a checklist of supplies to have on hand. Just go
to www . dummies . com and type Doodle Dogs For Dummies in the Search box.
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Where to Go from Here

4

Because this book is written in a modular manner — with each chapter a stand-
alone unit — you don’t have to read everything in order. In fact, if you already
have a Doodle, you won’t need to read the chapters on where to find a dog, nor will
you need the information on making sure a Doodle is right for you. If you get a
Doodle, you might want to find out more about how to train them than solve
problems that they likely haven’t developed. Or, if you’ve had a Doodle for many
years and you’re curious about the changes they’ll be going through as they age,
you may want to skip to the chapter about senior dogs. Use the Table of Contents
and Index to find the chapters that appeal to you now, and come back to this book
as your needs and interests change.

Regardless of where you begin reading, you’re sure to discover new things that
inspire you to spend time with your Doodle and enhance both of your lives.

Yours is a partnership for life. Have fun together!

Doodle Dogs For Dummies



From Poodle
to Doodle



IN THIS PART ...

Discover the history of Doodles.
See why Poodles make such great parents.

Find out about the different varieties of Doodles.



IN THIS CHAPTER

» Looking at the different sizes of
Doodles

» Exploring common Doodle
personality traits

» Considering Doodles’ health

» Training a Doodle at any age

Chapter 1
Meet the Doodle

he first known Doodle was created in 1955, when a Poodle was crossed with

a Cocker Spaniel to create the Cockapoo. Cockapoos became very popular,

because they’re generally sweet, intelligent, and great family dogs. In 1969,
the great-granddaughter of Charles Dickens, Monica Dickens, bred the first
Goldendoodle, by crossing a Golden Retriever with a Standard-size Poodle. She
was looking for a sweet, athletic dog who didn’t shed all over her house like the
typical Golden Retriever does. It took decades, however, for the Doodle to become
highly desirable. And, though still not highly sought after by the dog-adoring
public, there were dog enthusiasts who continued to cross their purebred dogs
with Poodles to enhance specific characteristics, such as better swimmers for
retrieving or faster runners to aid in hunting.

In this chapter, I fill you in on the different Doodle sizes and personality traits, as
well as their health traits and how to train them at any age.

Doodle Sizes

Doodles come in almost every size imaginable — from the tiniest Yorkidoodle to
the largest Pyredoodle. The one that’s right for you may depend on your lifestyle.
For example, if you live in a big city and don’t have a fenced-in yard, you may
want to consider a Toy-size dog, one who will get plenty of exercise just running
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around your home. If you live in a rural area and want a dog who can run beside
you as you gallop on horseback through the woods, a larger dog may be a better
choice.

The following sections explore the Doodle sizes to help you decide which size is
right for you.

THE ORIGINS OF THE DOODLE

The start of the Doodle craze is credited to an Australian breeder, Wally Conron, the
breeding manager for the Royal Guide Dog Association of Australia. He bred Labrador
Retrievers to aid those who were physically challenged. He was tasked with obtaining or
breeding a dog who didn’t shed or distress someone who had an allergy to canine dan-
der. While Conron tried to teach numerous Poodles to work as service dogs, he wasn't
successful until he bred a Standard-size Poodle to one of his Labrador Retrievers. A few
of the offspring of the pair turned out to be good service dogs, plus low shedding. But
although Conron eventually fulfilled the request for that one client, his crossbred pup-
pies didn't sell well because most people preferred purebred dogs.

Conron marketed his new designer dogs as Labradoodles, a term used for a mix
between Labrador Retriever and Poodle, in Donald Campbell's 1955 book, Into The
Water Barrier. Through the brilliant publicity of proclaiming Labradoodles dogs who
don't shed, and because they could be a multitude of colors, Labradoodles’ popularity
took off. There was a bit of deception in their marketing ploy, however, because while
some Labradoodles are low shed, many shed almost as much as purebred Labrador
Retrievers do! But the marketing ploy worked nevertheless.

It wasn't long before other purebred dogs were crossbred with Poodles of all varieties.
One of the major reasons for doing so was to create non-shedding dogs, but it has
turned out that very few of them actually are non-shedding. Plus, much like their Poodle
parent, they require professional grooming.

One of the reasons that Conron required so much time to create a Labradoodle who
worked well as a service dog was that not all the Labradoodles he produced were of the
appropriate character to perform the job of an assistance dog. There were a large vari-
ety of personalities in one litter, from super-hyper and unable to focus to outright fear-
ful. A service dog must have confidence, intelligence, and the desire to work hard. Those
traits are rare and require working with many dogs from puppy to adult to ensure that
one can make the cut. That's why you'll come to know more dogs who have failed assis-
tance dog training than those who have succeeded.
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The current reasons for creating Doodles are their popularity, adorable appearance,
and ability to fit well into most families. And although some (such as Goldendoodles,
Labradoodles, and Bernedoodles) can be trained to be assistance dogs, most are able
to be emotional support companions, which is basically why we have dogs in our lives
anyway. There are still some Doodles, however, who can be outright fearful or reactive,
usually due to lack of early training and socialization.

Overall, Poodle dogs of all varieties — Standard, Miniature, and Toy — tend to enjoy lon-
ger life spans than most other dog breeds. The smaller the Poodle, the longer they tend
to live. It's not unheard of for a small Poodle to live beyond 17 years, whereas there are
few other purebred dogs who can achieve such longevity.

Having a Poodle parent improves Doodles’ possibility of living a long life, provided those
great Poodle dog genes have been inherited. Unfortunately, because Doodles are a mix,
you never know which genes will be prominent and in which capacities. For example, a
Doodle can have a curly Poodle coat, instead of the straighter coat of the other parent
dog, and have behavioral characteristics more like the non-Poodle parent, instead of the
Poodle parent.

Toy-size Doodles

Toy-size Doodles weigh less than 30 pounds and are typically created by crossing
a Toy Poodle with a Toy purebred dog. Examples of a Toy-size Doodle are Peka-
poos (Pekingese x Toy Poodle), Maltipoos (Maltese x Toy Poodle), Shipoos (Shih
Tzu x Toy Poodle), and Yorkipoos (Yorkshire Terrier x Toy Poodle).

Some of these Toy purebreds have straight coats, brachycephalic (broad and short)
skulls, or bulging eyes, but mixing them with Toy Poodles creates offspring with
curlier, lower-shedding coats; longer noses for easier respiration; and healthier
eye placement. It can also serve to reduce the dog’s overall tendencies for behav-
ioral reactivity. An example can be the Pekingese or Maltese breed’s tendency to
resource-guard (using assertive behavior to guard an object or person). Toy Poo-
dles rarely have the resource-guarding tendency, and they can pass this trait on
to their Doodle offspring.

Regardless of the size of your dog, be sure to go through training. A little dog may
not be able to do a lot of damage, but a bite is a bite, and the barking of little dogs
can be even more annoying than the excessive barking of big dogs.

Toy-size Doodles make greats lap dogs, happy to play fetch in your home and
relax with you on the couch. They enjoy outdoor play, too, but they don’t require
as much activity as larger dogs do. A Toy-size Doodle is more likely to tire of
activity within 30 minutes, whereas a larger dog typically requires several hours
of activity every day.

CHAPTER 1 Meet the Doodle 9
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Toy-size Doodles are great in homes with very young children, elderly residents,
or family members who aren’t highly mobile. Because they’re small, teaching
them to do their business on a pad may be more convenient than if the dog were
a larger size. This makes them ideal in urban areas, where going outside to potty
isn’t always possible.

If you live in a suburban area, a Toy-size Doodle can still be easier to care for than
a larger dog, especially if you’re very busy. A smaller Doodle may be easier to take
with you to work. If you work from home, a Toy-size Doodle can warm your lap as
you type or attend Zoom meetings.

Toy-size Doodles also make great therapy dogs. They can easily sit on laps, beds,
or chairs and soothe the soul just by being there. And traveling with a small dog
can be easier than it is with a larger one. Toy-size Doodles fit under the seat on
airplanes or in over-the-shoulder carrying cases. For those in urban areas who
use public transportation where dogs must be held, small dogs make this a
breeze — they’re lightweight and fit into a backpack, happy to look over your
shoulder and watch the world go by!

Miniature-size Doodles

Miniature-size Doodles can weigh anywhere from 30 to 50 pounds and are typi-
cally created by crossing a Miniature Poodle with a Toy purebred dog.

Because the Doodle pups are a mix of two purebreds, it’s tough to know exactly
how big they’ll grow to be. A lot depends on the other parent. For example, if the
Doodle pup is the offspring of a Bernese Mountain Dog and a Miniature Poodle,
the puppy can mature to anywhere from 40 to 60 pounds, depending on which
size genes are dominant. But if the Doodle is a mix between a Beagle and a Min-
iature Poodle, it may be closer to 30 pounds at full maturity. Size can vary greatly
within the litter, too. Most breeders have a fairly good idea of the ultimate size of
the Doodle pups they’ve bred, but there are always outliers and no breeder can
guarantee the size of their puppies upon maturity.

Miniature-size Doodles aren’t small enough to be lap dogs, but they often want to
be! They’re just so adorable that it’s tough to not hold them on your lap when
they’re young puppies. Beware of setting a precedent, however — your Doodle
pup is learning the rules the moment they enter your life.

From the day you bring home your puppy, set the rules that you’ll want them to
adhere to when they’re fully mature. This way, you’ll reduce misunderstandings
and build a more harmonious relationship with your new best friend.

Miniature-size Doodles require time outside to exercise, but they’re still easily
manageable in an urban or suburban environment — you’ll just need to be willing
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to take them for walks five or six times per day. If you have a safely fenced yard
for relief and exercise, all the better. Miniature dogs don’t tend to be as athleti-
cally inclined as the larger varieties, but they still need to run, and they thrive on
having a job, whether it’s chasing off squirrels or meeting postal carriers and
delivery people.

Standard-size Doodles

Standard-size Doodles typically weigh 50 to 100 pounds and are typically created
by crossing a Standard Poodle with another large breed. This variety of Poodle is
often very tall, with long legs and an athletic body. They’re highly energetic and
intelligent and acutely aware of everything around them. Standard Poodles have
been a hunter’s working companion for centuries because of their ability to work
tirelessly all day and because they enjoy water (they were created to retrieve
downed waterfowl from waterways). You can be most certain that your Standard-
size Doodle will enjoy swimming — some are totally obsessed with it!

The classic Poodle coif of keeping the hair long on the chest, joints, and head aided
in buoyancy and maintaining warmth when they were used as waterfowl retriev-
ers. Their close-cut hind ends allowed them unrestricted movement while
working.

Regardless of which purebred dog is paired with a Standard Poodle, it will be tall
and quite possibly very solid. They can weigh up to 100 pounds, even if one of their
parents is only 70 or 80 pounds (such as a Golden Retriever). If the parent dog is
of a giant dog breed (like a Great Pyrenees or Saint Bernard), you can bet on your
Standard-size Doodle maturing to be even larger.

Because of their high energy level and environmental awareness (which can
translate to becoming reactive to certain stimuli), Standard-size Doodles are
best-suited for suburban or rural areas. They need to run and require a securely
fenced area to do so. Running a couple times a week isn’t enough — they require
daily, high-quality exercise.

Standard-size Doodles also need consistent training, using a positive approach.
They may be large, but their personalities tend to be very sensitive. Standard Poo-
dles aren’t hard-headed canines — they’re easily taught and directed, which is
part of what makes them such high-quality working dogs. You can depend on
their offspring, even when mixed with another type of purebred dog, to also be
sensitive.

Positive training techniques, along with consistency and clear communication,
enhances and speeds up the training process. Dogs trained in this manner are
highly motivated to perform. With the forward-thinking Doodle, you’ll have a
willing partner and close companion.

CHAPTER 1 Meet the Doodle 11
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Both purebred and mixed-breed dogs (like Doodles) can have a huge range of
behavior traits, from super-assertive to overly submissive. Some easily accept and
remain calm in any situation, while others become highly reactive at the slightest
movement. And, although early training and socialization can prevent any dog
from becoming an excessive barker or jumper, all Doodles tend to have some typ-
ical behavior traits across the board. They can be super-sensitive, very intuitive,
and, in the case of the Standard-size Doodles, hyperactive. Understanding your
Doodle’s personality will help you take the right approach in every interaction.

Super-sensitive

Most Poodles are very sensitive, so you can count on your Doodle also having a
sensitive personality. This means that they don’t handle aggressive actions or
loud, harsh voices very well. It can also make them shy around strangers and
other dogs they’ve never met.

Standard Poodles also tend to be very reserved. Taking the time to allow your
Doodle to make the first overtures will help prevent a fearful reaction, such as
backing away or urinating. And, because Doodles are generally very friendly, you
can count on their reaching out at some point. Just be patient.

A sensitive dog requires a special approach to training and overall rule setting.
Clearly explain your desires through a positive, consistent approach. Your Doodle
will probably be quick to learn a new concept, but you may need to break it down
into smaller parts and gradually add criteria to attain the ultimate goal. Repetition
and clarity are key features of this approach.

Teaching your Doodle should involve capturing and shaping, not correcting. (You
can find more about training in Chapter 10.) Overcorrecting your Doodle will cause
the dog to be shy and shut down — you may see your dog lying down in a corner,
facing the wall. Yes, Doodles are that sensitive!

Being sensitive also means you shouldn’t flood your dog with a situation in which
he’s insecure. Flooding means pushing your dog into something that’s frightening
to him in order to teach him it’s no longer frightening. For example, your Doodle
may be afraid of other dogs they don’t know. Flooding them would be to put them
in a room with a bunch of other dogs and let them work it out to the point where
they’re playing with all the dogs instead of cowering in a corner. With Doodles,
that’s the wrong approach. They’ll be so overwhelmed that they will cower in a
corner and then be afraid of that situation moving forward. Instead, meeting one
dog at a time, in a relaxed environment, will give your Doodle time to adjust in
their own way.
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Regardless of which TV dog trainer you’ve watched, keep in mind that success
doesn’t happen in 30 to 60 minutes. When the TV dog trainer puts a new dog in
with a group of dogs and claims that’s the best way for them to learn manners,
don’t believe it. That’s flooding, and it can backfire big time, resulting in a dog
being injured and/or traumatized. Training takes time and patience, as well as
understanding the dog well enough to read their signals. There are no overnight
cures for inappropriate behavior.

Sometimes a sensitive Doodle can be mistaken as fearful or having been abused.
Lack of confidence can often appear similar to a dog who has had these emotions
or experiences, but it doesn’t actually mean they’re accurate. It merely takes more
time for an adult Doodle to warm up to a new environment, people, or other
animals — especially if the individuals are outgoing and come at the Doodle,
which can be intimidating.

Sensitivity can often make the training process challenging. It may take a while to
figure out how to motivate a Doodle when they would rather just watch the world
go by and try to remain unnoticed. But every dog is motivated by something. And
when you’ve discovered this key — the one thing that they’ll do anything to get —
even a sensitive Doodle will gradually come out of their shell and discover a whole
world of wonder, learning how to better understand their people and home. As
this process progresses, your sensitive Doodle will become more confident and
accepting of new situations.

Because Doodles have a tendency to be super-sensitive, Doodle breeders should
expose developing puppies to an array of sounds and experiences. Early socializa-
tion is very important. Exposure to people of all genders, ages, and attitudes will
prevent the maturing Doodle pup from becoming intimidated later in life.

And, as your Doodle passes through several important behavior development
periods, you should continue to offer them varied experiences and exposure to
people of all races, genders, and ages. A confident Doodle is much easier to live
with than one who is easily intimidated or overly sensitive.

Between 2 to 4 months of age is an important family bonding time. This is when
your Doodle will develop a sense of belonging to your family. But while this occurs,
be sure to socialize them as much as possible. Let them meet other people and
dogs in your community. Take them in your car to places that they’ll enjoy, such
as a park, doggy daycare, or the house of a friend who also has a dog. This is espe-
cially important if you rarely have visitors or go anywhere. Try to become more
social, at least for the next couple months as your puppy’s behavior patterns are
forming.
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Doodles are highly intelligent. You can thank their Poodle parent for much of this.
But many Doodle combinations with purebred dogs can enhance this attribute
even more — examples include Goldendoodles and Bernedoodles. In these
instances, both parents are already highly intelligent. Mixing them can bring two
different types of intelligence together, creating a highly intuitive dog. Some Doo-
dles, such as the Sheepadoodle or Pekapoo, may not be as quick to understand new
concepts, but they’re certainly an improvement over their non-Poodle parent’s
intellect.

An intuitive dog figures things out very quickly. Often, you just need as few as two
repetitions to achieve understanding of a concept. This can occur either purpose-
fully, such as during a training session, or inadvertently, in everyday routine.
Here are a few examples:

¥ Learning which door to go to when going outside to potty
¥ Learning the feeding schedule

¥ Learning what time of day one of the family members returns home from
work or school

¥ Learning who will allow him to jump on them

¥ Learning who takes them for walks

Because Doodles are so intuitive, obedience training can be very enjoyable, because
you may not have to break down exercises into as many small increments as you
might with many purebred dogs. They naturally follow your body language and
quickly understand your vocal tones and words. Because they’re also highly sensi-
tive, they can read your emotions, too, which is part of their being so intuitive.

Because of their intuitiveness, owners of Doodles sometimes believe they don’t
need to do anything to educate their dogs — the dogs seem to quickly pick up on
the daily routines, housetraining rules, and which couch is theirs. But all dogs
need an education — there’s more to life than lounging around the house. And
Doodles are rarely couch potatoes — at least not until they’re seniors.

As a professional trainer, I find that many Doodles have the right temperament,
intelligence, and intuition to be excellent performance dogs. These three traits are
required to remain motivated to perform under somewhat stressful and
distraction-filled situations. Their intuition helps them remain one step ahead,
because they know the pattern, the subliminal communication signals of their
human teammates, and how to keep everybody entertained. Doodles spread joy
everywhere they go!
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Hyperactive

If you’ve got a Doodle, you’re sure to experience their high energy levels. This is
especially true if you’ve got a Double Doodle (the offspring of a Doodle and a Poo-
dle, or the offspring of two Doodles). The Poodle genes are very strong, and a
curlier coat isn’t the only trait you’ll experience. A Standard-size Doodle will have
super-high energy levels, be more reactive to their environment, and be more
mischievous. All the more reason to keep them occupied!

The Doodle tendency to be hyperactive also makes some common behavior
problems — such as jumping up on people or other dogs — more challenging to
stop. No doubt about it, Doodles love to jump. Jumping up is one of the more dif-
ficult issues that you’ll face when you have a Doodle. So, as intelligent, intuitive,
and motivated as Doodles are to learn, you may need to be very consistent and
persistent to teach your Doodle not to jump on you. Do not offer any means of
reward for the behavior (see Chapter 12).

Young Doodles have tons of energy. You need to commit to ensuring that your dog
has plenty of exercise and brain stimulation. Training daily is helpful, but it’s not
enough. Your Doodle needs to run and play. Only other young dogs will fulfill this
need. Or, if you’re a runner and you’re willing to gradually build up your Doodle’s
stamina to your level, you’ve got a great running partner!

Doodle Health

Because Doodles are actually mixed breeds (though intentionally mixed), many
are healthier and have a longer life span. But you never know where the genes will
fall, so there are no guarantees.

There are two ways to have an idea of what lies ahead: Rely on your dog breeder’s
experience with their litters, or contact the owners of other Doodles who were
purchased from the same breeder. One or two pups may have different health
experiences from the majority, but an average assumption can be made over time
(see Chapter 4).

Life span

Poodles enjoy a longer than average life span. Standard Poodles typically live 12 to
14 years, some as long as 16 years. Miniature Poodles and Toy Poodles typically
live 13 to 18 years. Compare this to the average life span of most large dogs, who
typically live 8 to 12 years, and most medium dogs, who typically live 12 to 14
years. Few Toy breeds live longer than 10 to 14 years. Add these longer-lived
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Poodle breeds to the mix, and you’ve got a good chance of getting a few more great
years with your Doodle.

Although the Doodle’s life span may be similar to that of a parent Poodle, it ulti-
mately depends on great nutrition, healthy environment, and appropriate exercise.

Potential health issues

Doodles are a mix of two different breeds, so there’s always a chance of your dog
being affected by any of the numerous illnesses or other afflictions common in the
parent breeds. Because one parent is consistent in all Doodles — the Poodle — you
can only assume that the following list of breed-specific issues are ones to be
aware of (more on specific purebred dog health concerns in Chapter 3).

¥ Standard Poodle health issues: The Standard Poodle has a few more health
problems than the other varieties of Poodle. These include

Idiopathic epilepsy: A condition in which a dog is prone to seizures without a
known cause

Addison’s disease: A condition in which the adrenal glands don't produce
hormones necessary for physical function

Cushing disease: A condition in which the adrenal glands produce abnor-
mally high levels of cortisol

Sebaceous adenitis: A destructive inflammatory disease in the sebaceous
glands, which are located around hair follicles on the skin

3 Miniature Poodle and Toy Poodle health issues: These Poodle variations
may experience the same health issues as the Standard Poodle, they're less
likely to do so. They do, however, have some leg bone abnormalities not
common in larger dogs, such as

Luxating patella: A condition in which the dog's kneecap moves out of
position, causing lameness

Legg-Calve-Perthes disease: Degeneration of the femoral head (the ball
portion of the hip joint)

Do some research on the other parent breed so you’re aware of other possible
health problems.

To minimize the chances of your having to deal with these issues with your Doo-
dle, buy only from a reputable breeder who has done appropriate health clearances
on their parent dogs. These include checking for orthopedic problems, as well as
heart and eye problems (see Chapter 4). You may luck out with a healthy dog from
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