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Foreword

As the legal professionals worldwide may agree, the vitality of law rests on
implementation. The theme and essentials of implementation are embodied in the
course of adjudication in particular the ultimate outcome—judgment. The judgment
not only demonstrates the crucial elements of legislation and justification but also
the specific rules in substance and procedure.

In the practice of Chinese maritime trial, the judgment elaborates the maritime
law in details and exerts an important function to enhance the materialization and
remedy the imperfection of the written statutes. It proffers the legal professionals as
well as general public with valuable reference in respect of judicial practice and
offers significant materials for theoretic study of the science in application of law.

The series of Chinese Maritime Cases is the first audacious project to publish on
yearly basis the selected Chinese maritime judgments with literal English transla-
tion. This book of 2016, as well as each other book in the series, collects dozens of
excellent judgments made in a particular year, which have a great extent of rep-
resentativeness. The full translation of judgments reveals the whole proceedings of
coherent and cogent discussion and deliberation carried out by judges in Chinese
maritime trial, on the basis of which the readers can obtain a real picture of the
underlying cases and the judges’ decisions on the argued disputes. For convenience
of the readers, the editors take efforts to write a brief summary for each judgment,
which will help the readers to identify the fundamental issues and comprehend the
reasoning for judgment and spirit of justice in relatively effectual way.

The birth of Chinese Maritime Cases will benefit the legal professionals
worldwide, especially the foreign people who are practicing, studying or
researching on maritime law in relation to China. By reading through the serial
books, they will grasp a deeper understanding of Chinese maritime law and practice
and acquire the ability to conduct a wider scope of business with their Chinese
counterparts. These books are also good study materials to improve the legal lan-
guage capacity of domestic students.
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I wish that more talents will work together with the editors, Prof. Martin Davies
and Associate Prof. Jiang Lin, to promote the Chinese maritime justice and
cross-border cooperation in relation thereto.

May 2021 Tong Wang
Chief Judge of Shanghai Maritime Court

Shanghai, China
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