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v

Moving to Brunei from the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa in the second 
half of 2018 to take up an appointment as Senior Professor in the Sultan 
Hassanal Bolkiah Institute of Education (SHBIE) at Universiti Brunei 
Darussalam (UBD), I found myself excited, energised as well as chal-
lenged by so many things I know so little about in this country, in its 
education system and the workplace. As a scholar researching, writing and 
teaching in international and global education more broadly, I would not 
allow myself to remain uninformed and indifferent to the very place that 
just became my new home and my new base.

While I proactively looked for readings, websites and newspapers that 
could help me gain some knowledge about Brunei, I soon realised that the 
best teachers would be my own colleagues, students, educational institu-
tions and schools in Brunei. I attended as many seminars on campus as 
possible to learn about various research projects colleagues here were con-
ducting. I sat in classes delivered by other colleagues to educate myself 
about different programmes and modules. I also helped other colleagues 
in giving advice and feedback to their students’ projects. I walked to dif-
ferent units on campus to learn about different offices, their functions and 
the ways in which they normally operate. I am thankful to every colleague 
and every student who had their arms and hearts open to me in my first 
days, weeks and months in Brunei, and until today.

I eagerly attended the convocation at UBD on 16 August 2018, less 
than a month after my arrival. I saw with my own eyes so many young 
graduates appreciating their education. I was moved by the joy and happy 
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tears from those graduates’ parents and family members. I was again 
reminded of the fact that the first university in Brunei was only established 
in 1985, and this means that many of those graduates were among the first 
generation in their families that went to college. I was curious about the 
traditional costumes worn by most Bruneians that day. And I was speech-
less with surprise when His Majesty the Sultan graced the convocation 
with his presence. It was so impressive to see that the Sultan, the head of 
state, not only attended the convocation, but that he also gave an inspira-
tional speech and hand delivered the degrees to each and every graduate 
that morning. This would not happen in most other countries and societ-
ies. I found myself filled with gratitude, appreciation, blessings and humil-
ity. I could see that education held an extremely special position in 
Bruneian society and among its communities. And during the convoca-
tion the special place of education unfolded naturally, generously and 
genuinely through smiles, laughter, tears, hugs, photos and quiet moments 
of reflections. I am grateful for this experience.

As I became a little more knowledgeable about Brunei and its educa-
tion system and practice, and about my university UBD and my own fac-
ulty SHBIE, in October 2018 I initiated a series of workshops and seminars 
with my colleagues in SHBIE on research writing and project develop-
ment. Through these seminars, I then learnt more about my colleagues’ 
educational journeys, their research interests and their aspirations as schol-
ars and teacher educators. They were all interested in doing research and 
writing on different aspects of the education system and teacher education 
in Brunei. And I found myself conceiving ideas for an edited book on 
Brunei’s education so as to introduce and showcase a wide range of 
research work from my colleagues in SHBIE. I was thrilled to receive so 
much enthusiasm from my SHBIE colleagues as I shared with them the 
book ideas I had in mind. The starting point of this book was as simple 
and honest as this. As the ideas for the book were consolidated, I invited 
Prof Keith Wood and Dr. Hardimah Said in SHBIE to join me as co-
editors. Prof Wood and Dr. Said specifically provided assistance to the 
chapters included in Part 2 of the book, which focuses on teacher educa-
tion, curriculum and classroom practice. I thank Prof Wood and Dr. Said 
for their collegiality and continuous support throughout the book project.

And to my genuine surprise, the scope of the book kept expanding as I 
got to know more colleagues in other units within the university, and as I 
interacted more with students through my teaching of both undergradu-
ate and graduate courses. In particular, the expansion and enrichment of 
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the scope and contents of the book also resulted from the establishment of 
the International and Comparative Education Research Group (ICE) 
which I initiated in early 2019 at UBD. Through this research initiative, 
colleagues and graduate students from across the university and other 
institutions nationally and internationally have come together to build a 
mutual intellectual home in international and comparative education in its 
broadest sense. As I was exposed and introduced to more research areas 
and expertise from other colleagues and graduate students, I was able to 
see a larger picture for the book project. The book was no longer confined 
to teacher education, classroom pedagogy and curriculum development as 
initially conceptualised. Instead, I saw it spanning across disciplines and 
featuring interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary dialogues among scholars 
and researchers in education, languages and linguistics, sociology, anthro-
pology, history, Islamic studies, creative industries and policy studies, as 
everyone would have something to say about education and its relations 
with globalisation and policy reforms. I saw these dialogues firmly 
anchored in the very dynamic and unique conditions of Brunei, which I 
strongly felt the need to explore, examine, understand and communicate 
with the world.

And to enable this aspiration to fruition, I invited Dr. Azmi Mohamad, 
an inspiring scholar of Contemporary Islamic Thought, who was then a 
lecturer at Universiti Brunei Darussalam (UBD), to join the book project 
as another co-editor. Dr. Azmi Mohamad played a key role in co-developing 
the project and made significant contributions to the diversification of 
authors and contents of the ten chapters in Part 1 and Part 3 of the book, 
which pay particular attention to the multiple roles that Melayu Islam 
Beraja (MIB) or Malay Islamic Monarchy—Brunei’s national philoso-
phy—play in the Bruneian society and across its education system. As the 
book was progressing well in every way, Dr. Azmi Mohamad was recruited 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and his new appointment and depar-
ture from the University in August 2020 meant that he would no longer 
be able to continue with the book as co-editor, author and co-author. 
While he had to formally withdraw from the book, he still kindly helped 
several contributing authors with their respective chapters as much as he 
could before he officially commenced his new appointment. I am forever 
indebted to Dr. Azmi Mohamad for his generosity, intellectual depth and 
sophistication, and his dedication to the whole book project. This book is 
not possible without his contribution and co-leading role, at least for all 
the time he was part of it.
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When Dr. Azmi Mohamad left, I felt strongly that the book project 
would need another co-editor who would be able to continue Dr. Azmi 
Mohamad’s role. And Dr. Asiyah Kumpoh in the Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences was very kind to accept my invitation to step up, and together 
with me she took charge of the chapters in Part 1 and Part 3. Dr. Kumpoh 
demonstrated the highest sense of commitment and worked extremely 
diligently with me and the authors to ensure all their chapters were com-
pleted and delivered in good shape. Dr. Kumpoh never said no, was always 
very modest and always strived her best to contribute and share the edito-
rial responsibilities. I cannot thank Dr. Asiyah Kumpoh enough for the 
role she has played in this book project. Alongside Dr. Asiyah Kumpoh 
was Dr. Rosmawijah Jawawi who joined the editor team a little later. 
Despite her extremely busy schedules as Dean of Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah 
Institute of Education at UBD, who also works closely with the Ministry 
of Education, Dr. Jawawi was able to contribute to the book project via 
her extensive knowledge about, and her established expertise and experi-
ence in the education system, teacher education and educational policy 
reforms in Brunei for the past decades, and via her first-hand capacities in 
various leadership roles.

I would also like to highlight the steady and strong contributions from 
the International and Comparative Education Research Group (ICE) at 
UBD for its whole seminar series on ‘COVID-19, Society and Education’ 
that later formed the final part of the book with four chapters (Part 4). 
The contributing authors of these chapters had to work on their writing 
under a much tighter timeline and with much less available resources 
because of the novelty of the topic. Nonetheless, they showed an admira-
ble commitment and were able to deliver their chapters with high flying 
colours.

This book, all in all, has been the result of collective efforts and hard 
work from all the co-editors and all the contributing authors. I would also 
like to thank Dr. Nur Raihan Mohamad, lecturer in the Faculty of Arts and 
Social Sciences at UBD, and Dr. Najib Noorashid, research assistant in the 
International and Comparative Education Research Group, for their help 
with copy editing. Their thoroughness and attention to detail helped tre-
mendously in giving all the chapters a clean and smart look. Going through 
a huge list of references and checking religious terms for accuracy and 
consistency throughout the chapters was in and of itself a demanding job. 
I am greatly appreciative of their work and their willingness to work under 
a tight timeline and across two languages, English and Malay.
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The project has also received continuous support and encouragement 
from the university, particularly UBD Vice Chancellor Datin Dr. Anita 
Abdul Aziz, UBD Special Academic Advisor Chair Professor Dr. Tong 
Chee Kiong, and UBD Assistant Vice Chancellor and Vice President 
(Research) Dr. Abby Tan. Many other colleagues at UBD have expressed 
much enthusiasm about the book and conveyed their congratulations to 
the book editors and contributing authors. I feel very honoured and hum-
bled by everyone’s good wishes and eagerness about the publication of the 
book. It does feel special that this collection is truly the first book in 
English on Brunei’s education system and its dynamic relations with glo-
balisation and policy reform.

Seeing the entire manuscript coming together in this solid form has 
moved me to tears. The two-year journey has come to fruition. Through 
this journey, I have made many friends, been enriched and nourished by 
the kindness, humility and care given to me by so many individuals. I am 
most grateful for the trust that all of us have built among one another as 
we have progressed with this book. I believe we all hold it dear in our 
hearts. Thank you to Brunei, Universiti Brunei Darussalam, and col-
leagues and students for all what you have done for me and my being here 
for the past over two years!

Bandar Seri Begawan � Phan Le Ha 
Brunei Darussalam
3 January 2021



“This book is a thoughtful and timely contribution to scholarly literature showcas-
ing the transformative agenda of current day education in Brunei. The relatively 
new Bruneian higher education system has come a long way since the mid-80s and 
is undergoing a sustained period of massive reform. In reflecting this, the studies 
showcased in the book provide examples of Bruneian’s strong commitment to 
quality education.

The carefully selected chapters of the book encompass a wide scope of multidis-
ciplinary studies, from teacher education and curricular reform—including its 
internationalisation—to pedagogical practices that promote truly inclusive educa-
tion and cater for the needs of ethnic minorities in the mainstream formal educa-
tion, and from the role of state actors and policy makers in education to 
contemporary themes that explore the complexities inherent in education during 
the current global pandemic. Of particular note is an entire section dedicated to 
Melayu Islam Beraja, the quintessential philosophy behind Brunei’s education that 
makes it unique and exemplary at the same time.

All these chapters are sensitively written and consider the historical situatedness 
of the changing ideologies and policy priorities in contemporary Brunei, and the 
role of education in nation building in the backdrop of globalisation and the inter-
nationalisation of education.

The book has a robust international outlook, thanks to the editors’ inclusive, 
culturally and ideologically sensitive approach to diversity. Together the carefully 
selected chapters open new avenues and possibilities for future scholarship and 
offer opportunities for scholars to bring Brunei into the forefront of international 
debates on education.”

—Raqib Chowdhury, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Education,  
Monash University, Australia

“This is a welcomed edition that provides a comprehensive investigation into the 
Brunei education system in a critical and evidence-rich manner. The editors and 
authors not only marshal in-depth insights into the intricate workings of education 
reforms, teacher education and pedagogical approaches in general, but also furnish 
timely accounts of how the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the Brunei educa-
tion landscape and the actions that educators have put in place. The issues dis-
cussed are not only relevant to Brunei and Southeast Asia, but also speak to 
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broader issues of education inequalities brought along by globalisation. As such, 
this edited volume provides an invaluable resource for scholars of international and 
comparative education studies, teacher education, migration and sociology of edu-
cation research fields to develop a deep understanding of education in Southeast 
Asia and beyond.”

—Cora Lingling Xu, Assistant Professor, Education, Durham University, UK

“This book provides a fascinating account of the dynamics of globalisation, nation-
building, education and reform in Brunei Darussalam. The book responds to the 
need for a comprehensive account of Brunei’s remarkable success in reforming its 
education system along the lines of its national philosophy, Malayu Islam Beraja 
(MIB), first officially proclaimed when the country achieved independence from 
Great Britain in 1984. The twenty chapters in the book, written by specialists on 
different aspects of Brunei’s education system, are organised around the four over-
lapping themes of history and culture, curriculum and pedagogy, teacher training, 
and education and society.

There has been no previous scholarly publication on the scale of this book 
about the education system in Brunei Darussalam. As well as throwing light on the 
system, the book provides a case study of how an education system built on Islamic 
thought can successfully negotiate contemporary social issues and the need to 
prepare students for global engagement.”

—Martin Hayden, Emeritus Professor, Higher Education,  
Southern Cross University, Australia
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ACCIE 	 ASEAN Co-operative Conference on Inclusive Education
AMIC 	 Active Mathematics in the Classroom project
APB 	 Academy of Brunei Studies
APTJSO 	 ASEAN Plus Three Junior Science Odyssey
ASEBA 	 Achenbach System of Empirically Based Assessment
BCP 	 Business Continuity Plan
BDQF	 Brunei Darussalam Qualification Framework
BMTC 	 Brunei Malay Teachers College
BRC	 Brunei Research Council
BTTC 	 Brunei Teachers Training Center
CARe 	 UBD’s Centre for Advanced Research
CDD 	 Curriculum Development Department
CEFR 	 The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
CK 	 Content Knowledge
CoE 	 Centre of Excellence
CoRT 	 Cognitive Research Trust
COVID-19 	 Coronavirus Disease 2019
CPD 	 Continuous Development Programme
CSPS 	 Centre of Strategic and Policy Studies
CUP 	 Conceptual Understanding Procedure
DBPB 	 Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka Brunei or Brunei’s National 

Language and Literature Bureau
DICE 	 Drama Improves Key Competences in Education
digidemic 	 digital pandemic
DPL	 Designated Priority Levels
DY 	 Discovery Year
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EFA	 Education for All
ESSA	 Educational Stress Scale of Adolescents
GenNEXT 	 Generation Next (University Curriculum)
GHID 	 Global Halal Industry Development Division
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HBL 	 Home-Based Learning
HE	 Higher Education
HEI 	 Higher Education Institution
HLP 	 Home-Learning Packs
IaH 	 Internationalisation at Home
IAU 	 International Association of Universities
IBTE 	 Institute of Brunei Technical Education
ICE 	 International and Comparative Education Research Group
ICT 	 Info-Communication Technology
IEP 	 Individual Education Programme
IHE 	 internationalisation of higher education
IRK 	 Islamic Religious Knowledge
ISE 	 Inclusive Special Education
ISPM 	 Inter-agency Student Progress Meeting
ITB 	 Institut Teknologi Brunei or Institute of Technology Brunei
ITP 	 Initial Teacher Preparation
IVF	 In vitro fertilisation
JAPEM 	 Jabatan Pembangunan Masyarakat or Department of Community 

Development
KAFA 	 Counselling and Religious Understanding Unit
KUPU SB 	 Kolej Universiti Perguruan Ugama Seri Begawan
LAD 	 Language Acquisition Device
LATs 	 Learning Assistant Teachers
LC 	 Language Centre
LEAPS 	 Learning Programme Styles
LS	 Lesson Study
MIB 	 Melayu Islam Beraja or Malay Islamic Monarchy
MMI 	 Multiple-Mini-Interviews
MoE 	 Ministry of Education
MoRA	 The Ministry of Religious Affairs
NGO 	 non-governmental organisation
OECD 	 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
PAI 	 Pelajaran Al-Quran dan Pengetahuan Agama Islam or Learning 

Al-Quran and Islamic Revealed Knowledge
PCK 	 Pedagogical Content Knowledge
PISA 	 Programme for International Student Assessment
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PRB 	 Partai Rakyat Brunei or Brunei People’s Party
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RE	 Religious Education
RELA 	 Reading and Language Acquisition project
RTB 	 Radio Televisyen Brunei or Radio Television Brunei
S2S 	 Steps to Success
SAS 	 Studying At School
SBA 	 School-Based Assessment
SBT 	 School-Based Team
SBTC 	 The Seri Begawan Teachers College
SENA 	 Special Education Needs Assistant Teachers
SEU 	 Special Education Unit
SHBIE 	 Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Institute of Education
SMJA 	 Sultan Muhammad Jamalul Alam
SMS 	 Short Message Service
SOASCIS 	 Sultan Omar Áli Saifuddien Centre for Islamic Studies
SOP 	 Standard Operating Procedure
SPA 	 Student Progress Assessment
SPCO 	 Syariah Penal Code Order
SPE 	 Student Progress Examination
SPN21 	 Sistem Pendidikan Negara Abad ke-21 or National Education 

System for the 21st Century
TC 	 teacher candidate
TCK 	 Technological Content Knowledge
TK 	 Technological Knowledge
TPACK 	 Technology, Pedagogy and Content Knowledge
TPK 	 Technological Pedagogical Knowledge
TTE 	 Teacher Training Education
UBD 	 Universiti Brunei Darussalam
UNESCO 	 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
UNISSA 	 Universiti Islam Sultan Sharif Ali
UTB 	 Universiti Teknologi Brunei or University of Technology Brunei
Vtech 	 Primary Education, Secondary Education, and Vocational and 

Technology Education
WALS	 World Association of Lesson Studies
WSID	 Whole School ICT Development
YSR 	 Youth Self Report


