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Introduction
IN THE NAME OF THE MOST MERCIFUL GOD
Quoth the Imam Ghazali:
Glory be to God, whose praise should precede every

writing and every speech! May the blessings of God rest on
Mohammed, his Prophet and his Apostle, on his family and
companions, by whose guidance error is escaped!

You have asked me, O brother in the faith, to expound
the aim and the mysteries of religious sciences, the
boundaries and depths of theological doctrines. You wish to
know my experiences while disentangling truth lost in the
medley of sects and divergencies of thought, and how I
have dared to climb from the low levels of traditional belief
to the top-most summit of assurance. You desire to learn
what I have borrowed, first of all from scholastic theology;
and secondly from the method of the Ta'limites, who, in
seeking truth, rest upon the authority of a leader; and why,
thirdly, I have been led to reject philosophic systems; and
finally, what I have accepted of the doctrine of the Sufis,
and the sum total of truth which I have gathered in studying
every variety of opinion. You ask me why, after resigning at
Bagdad a teaching post which attracted a number of
hearers, I have, long afterward, accepted a similar one at
Nishapur. Convinced as I am of the sincerity which prompts
your inquiries, I proceed to answer them, invoking the help
and protection of God.

Know then, my brothers (may God direct you in the right
way), that the diversity in beliefs and religions, and the
variety of doctrines and sects which divide men, are like a
deep ocean strewn with shipwrecks, from which very few


