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"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free" (John viii. 32).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

| HAVE but little time left to live, and | should like before
my death to tell you, working people, what | have been
thinking about your oppressed condition and about those
means which will help you to free yourselves from it.

Maybe something of what | have been thinking (and |
have been thinking much about it) will do you some good.

| naturally turn to the Russian labourers, among whom |
live and whom | know better than the labourers of any other
country, but | hope that my remarks may not be useless to
the labourers of other countries as well.

Every one who has eyes and a heart sees that you,
working men, are obliged to pass your lives in want and in
hard labour, which is useless to you, while other men, who
do not work, enjoy all that you accomplish, - that you are
the slaves of these men, and that this ought not to be.

But what should be done that this might not be?

The first, simplest, and most natural means which from
olden times has presented itself to men is by force to take
from those who live by your labour what they enjoy illegally.
Thus since remote antiquity acted the slaves in Rome and
the peasants in the Middle Ages in Germany and in France.
Thus they have frequently acted in Russia, since the time of
Stenka Razin, of Pugachev. Thus even now Russian
labourers at times act.



