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PLATO TO THE KINDRED AND FRIENDS OF DION—PROSPERITY

Ye have written to me, that | ought to think your
sentiments are the same as those which Dion held; and,
moreover, you exhort me to make a common cause, as far
as | can, in word and deed. If ye have the same opinion and
desires with him | agree to unite with you; but if not, to take
frequent counsel with myself. Now what his sentiments and
desires were, | can tell pretty nearly, not by conjecture, but
by having known them clearly.

For when | came originally to Syracuse, being then nearly
forty years old, Dion was of the age that Hipparinus is now;
and the opinion he then held, he has still continued to hold,
namely, that the Syracusans ought to be free and live
according to the best laws. So that it is by no means
wonderful, if some god has caused the latter to agree in the
same opinion with the former on the subject of a polity. But
what was the method of producing this, is a thing not
unworthy for the young [500] and not young to hear; and |
will endeavour to relate it to you from the beginning; for the
present events offer the opportunity.

When | was a young man, | was affected as the many
are. | thought, if I became quickly my own master, to betake
myself immediately to the public affairs of the state. Now
some such circumstances as these fell out relating to state
affairs. Of the polity existing at that time, when it was
abused by many, a change took place; and over the change
one and fifty men presided as governors, eleven in the city,



