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In compliance with your request | write for publication in
the Knights of Labor the following "brief story of my life, a
history of my experience and connection with Labor,
Socialistic, and Anarchistic organizations, and my views as
to their aims and objects and how they will be
accomplished, also my connection with the Haymarket
meeting of May 4, 1886, and my views as to the
responsibility for that tragedy."

Albert R. Parsons was born in the city of Montgomery,
Alabama, June 20, 1848. My father, Samuel Parsons, was
from the state of Maine & he married into the Tompkins-
Broadwell family of New Jersey & settled in Alabama at an
early day where he afterwards established a shoe-and
leather factory in the city of Montgomery. My father was
noted as a public-spirited, philanthropic man. He was a
Universalist in religion & held the highest office in the
Temperance movement of Louisiana & Alabama. My mother
was a devout Methodist, great spirituality of character, &
known far & near as an intelligent and truly good woman. |
had nine brothers & sisters. My ancestry goes back to the
earliest-settlers of this country, the first Parsons family
landing on the shores of Narragansett Bay from England in
1632. The Parsons family and their descendants had taken
an active and useful part in all the social, religious, political
& revolutionary movements in America. One of the
Tompkins on my mother's side was with Gen. George
Washington's in the revolution and fought at the battle of
Brandy Wine. Maj. Gen. Samuel Parsons, of Massachusetts
my direct ancestor, was an officer in the revolution of 1776,
and Capt. Parsons was wounded at the Battle of Bunker Hill.



