1'!.
1 ; ]
'F = -

'l’ .’ o ’ | - B .:&.

: ' :
8 o ” ...1 -i' ;
§ - e ey I": Y ] = 2 =
T i 4 "Fﬁf & ”1" B !

L.

A COMPANION TO

AMERICAN
RELIGIOUS HISTORY

EDITED BY BENJAMIN E. PARK

WILEY Blackwell




Table of Contents

Cover

Title Page
Copyright Page
List of Contributors

Chapter One: The Centrality, Diversity, and Malleability
of American Religion

Part I: Colonialisms

Chapter Two: Nemasket/Middleborough and
Religious Diversity in Colonial New England

Wampanoags of Nemasket

The Congregational Way

Christianities of Nemasket and Middleborough
Great Awakening_and Church Schisms
Conclusion

Further Reading

Chapter Three: A View from the Philadelphia
Barracks

Pathways to the Philadelphia Barracks
Part II
Further Reading
Chapter Four: Africana Religions in Early America
Introduction
That Ole Time Religion
Black Crescent
Root Pow(d)ers
An Impossible People



file:///tmp/calibre_5.42.0_tmp_j2ub85oz/bwtpeoyg_pdf_out/OPS/cover.xhtml

Further Reading
Bibliography
Part II: Establishment

Chapter Five: The Loyalist Church of England
Clergy and the Politics of Martyrdom in the
American Revolution

before the American Revolution

Religion and Political Allegiance in the
American Revolution

Persecuting Patriots? Anglican Martyrdom in
the American Revolution

Conclusion
Further Reading
Bibliography
Printed Primary Sources
Secondary Sources
Chapter Six: Freeborn Garrettson’s Revolution
Further Reading
Bibliography,

Chapter Seven: The First Wall of Separation
between Church and State

Further Reading
Bibliography.
Chapter Eight: Abraham Remembered
Further Reading
Bibliography.

Chapter Nine: The White River Witch-Hunt and
Indigenous Peoples’ Negotiations with Missionaries
in the Era of the Early Republic




Further Reading
Bibliography

Chapter Ten: The Shakers and the Perfecting Spirit
in Early America

Further Reading
Bibliography
Part III: Expansion

Chapter Eleven: David Walker and Black Prophetic
Religion

David Walker’s Early Life and Activism

Influence on Maria Stewart and Frederick
Douglass

Conclusion
Further Reading
Bibliography
Chapter Twelve: “Down with the Convent!”
An Escaped Nun
Nuns in America and True Womanhood
The Burning of Mount Benedict
The Bible Wars
Conclusion
Further Reading
Bibliography.

Chapter Thirteen: Ecclesiology and the Varieties of
Romanticism in American Christianity, 1825-1850

Further Reading
Chapter Fourteen: Being_Haudenosaunee
Further Reading




Bibliography

Chapter Fifteen: Mormons and Territorial Politics in
the American Civil War Era

Further Reading
Bibliography

Chapter Sixteen: Black Christianity after
Emancipation

Religion Before Emancipation
Inside Black Churches

From Enslaved Religion to Independent Black
Churches

Engendering Church: Black Manhood and Black
Womanhood

Outside Black Churches: Political Engagement
from the Pulpits to the Pews

Conclusion

Further Reading

Bibliography
Part TV: Imperialism

Chapter Seventeen: In Search of a “Working_Class
Religion”

The Industrial Revolution and the Eight Hour
Day.

Social Fragmentation and the Cooperative
Commonwealth

Working Class Religiosity and the New Deal
Race and Religion in the Postwar Era
Why is Working-Class Religion so Elusive?

Further Reading
Chapter Eighteen: The Businessman’s Gospel



Introduction

“A New Kind of Store”
Business and Religion
Conclusion

Further Reading
Bibliography

Chapter Nineteen: The Prohibition Crusade and
American Moral Politics

Further Reading
Bibliography

Among Early Pentecostals
Further Reading
Bibliography

Chapter Twenty-One: Religion and US Federal
Indian Policy

Further Reading

Bibliography
Chapter Twenty-Two: “For the Good of Mankind”

“God’s — and Man’s — Miracle”: The Birth of
American Atomic Exceptionalism

Choosing_Bikini: Atomic Testing_“For the Good
of Mankind”

“We Have Sacrificed for Them”: MORIBA and
the L.egacy of Nuclear Testing

Further Reading

Bibliography
Part V: Modernity

Chapter Twenty-Three: The Hate That Hate
Produced



Introduction

The Journey of a Black Protestant Activist and
Public Intellectual

A Modernist Trajectory for Black Protestant
Christianity

Black Protestant Christianity: Race
Representation and Interreligious Dialogue

Black Protestant Christianity: Religious
Tolerance and Criticisms of Oppression

Conclusion: Black Protestant Public
Intellectuals, Representation, and Activism

Further Reading
Bibliography.
Chapter Twenty-Four: The Pentagon Exorcism
October 1967
Counter-Culture and Combinativeness
Making Sense of it All
Further Reading
Bibliography,

Chapter Twenty-Five: Native American Christians
and the Varieties of Modern Pentecostalism

Introduction

Native American Pentecostals and Religious
Leadership

Independent Pentecostalism and Traditionalism
Among the Navajo and Crow

Moving_to the Margins: The Contextualization
Movement

Conclusion
Further Reading



the New Christian Right
Historical Precedents, 1910-1960
Political Mobilization, 1970s-1980s
The Total Woman and a Changing Culture
The Rise of the New Christian Right
Conclusion

Further Reading
Bibliography
Chapter Twenty-Seven: Immigration and Religion
Among_Chinese Americans, 1965 to the Present
Immigration and the Changing Religious

Composition of American Society

Immigration and the Changing_Institutional
Landscape of American Religious Life

Changing Politics and Practices of Pluralism

Immigration and the Changing Definition of
“Religion”

Conclusion
Further Reading
Bibliography

Chapter Twenty-Eight: Modern Judaism and
theGolden Age of Television

Introduction

Crazy Ex-Girlfriend
Transparent

The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel
Conclusion

Further Reading



Bibliography
Index

End User License Agreement

List of lllustrations

Chapter 3

Bernhard Adam Grube, Dellawaerisches Gesang-
Buchlein (Friedensthal bei Beth...

Chapter 7

Thomas Coke (1747-1814)is ...
Chapter 12

Figure 12.1 Maria Monk, “Bring Me Before a
Court,” printed as inside coveri...

Figure 12.2 “Burning_of the Convent”.Source:
Image courtesy of the American ...

Figure 12.3 “Burning of the Nunnery or
Schoolhouse,” Philadelphia Bible Riot...

Chapter 23

Figure 23.1 Black religious activists Martin Luther
King, Jr. (left)_.and Ann...

Figure 23.2 Brotherhood of Sleeping_Car Porters
President A. Philip Randolph...




WILEY BLACKWELL COMPANIONS TO
AMERICAN HISTORY

This series provides essential and authoritative overviews
of the scholarship that has shaped our present
understanding of the American past. Edited by eminent
historians, each volume tackles one of the major periods or
themes of American history, with individual topics authored
by key scholars who have spent considerable time in
research on the questions and controversies that have
sparked debate in their field of interest. The volumes are
accessible for the non-specialist, while also engaging
scholars seeking a reference to the historiography or future
concerns.

A Companion to the American Revolution
Edited by Jack P. Greene and J. R. Pole

A Companion to 19th-Century America
Edited by William L. Barney

A Companion to the American South
Edited by John B. Boles

A Companion to American Women’s History
Edited by Nancy Hewitt

A Companion to American Indian History
Edited by Philip J. Deloria and Neal Salisbury

A Companion to Post-1945 America
Edited by Jean-Christophe Agnew and Roy Rosenzweig

A Companion to the Vietnam War
Edited by Marilyn Young and Robert Buzzanco

A Companion to Colonial America
Edited by Daniel Vickers



A Companion to American Foreign Relations
Edited by Robert Schulzinger

A Companion to 20th-Century America
Edited by Stephen J. Whitfield

A Companion to the American West
Edited by William Deverell

A Companion to the Civil War and Reconstruction
Edited by Lacy K. Ford

A Companion to American Technology
Edited by Carroll Pursell

A Companion to African-American History
Edited by Alton Hornsby

A Companion to American Immigration
Edited by Reed Ueda

A Companion to American Cultural History
Edited by Karen Halttunen

A Companion to California History
Edited by William Deverell and David Igler

A Companion to American Military History
Edited by James Bradford

A Companion to Los Angeles
Edited by William Deverell and Greg Hise

A Companion to American Environmental History
Edited by Douglas Cazaux Sackman

A Companion to Benjamin Franklin
Edited by David Waldstreicher

A Companion to World War Two (2 volumes)
Edited by Thomas W. Zeiler with Daniel M. DuBois

A Companion to American Legal History
Edited by Sally E. Hadden and Alfred L. Brophy



A Companion to the Gilded Age and Progressive Era
Edited by Christopher McKnight Nichols and Nancy C.
Unger

A Companion to U.S. Foreign Policy: 1776 to the Present (2
volumes)
Edited by Christopher R. W. Dietrich

A Companion to American Women'’s History, Second Edition
Edited by Nancy Hewitt and Anne Valk

A Companion to American Religious History
Edited by Benjamin E. Park

A Companion to American Agricultural History
(forthcoming 2021)
Edited by Douglas Hurt



A COMPANION TO
AMERICAN RELIGIOUS
HISTORY

Edited by

Benjamin E. Park
Sam Houston State University
Huntsville, Texas, USA

WILEY Blackwell



This edition first published 2021
© 2021 John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, except as permitted by law.
Advice on how to obtain permission to reuse material from this title is available
at http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

The right of Benjamin E. Park to be identified as the author of the editorial
material in this work has been asserted in accordance with law.

Registered Office
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, USA

Editorial Office
9600 Garsington Road, Oxford, OX4 2DQ, UK

For details of our global editorial offices, customer services, and more
information about Wiley products visit us at www.wiley.com.

Wiley also publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats and by print-on-
demand. Some content that appears in standard print versions of this book may
not be available in other formats.

Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty

While the publisher and authors have used their best efforts in preparing this
work, they make no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy
or completeness of the contents of this work and specifically disclaim all
warranties, including without limitation any implied warranties of
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose. No warranty may be
created or extended by sales representatives, written sales materials or
promotional statements for this work. The fact that an organization, website, or
product is referred to in this work as a citation and/or potential source of
further information does not mean that the publisher and authors endorse the
information or services the organization, website, or product may provide or
recommendations it may make. This work is sold with the understanding that
the publisher is not engaged in rendering professional services. The advice and
strategies contained herein may not be suitable for your situation. You should
consult with a specialist where appropriate. Further, readers should be aware
that websites listed in this work may have changed or disappeared between
when this work was written and when it is read. Neither the publisher nor
authors shall be liable for any loss of profit or any other commercial damages,
including but not limited to special, incidental, consequential, or other
damages.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Park, Benjamin E., editor.

Title: A companion to American religious history / edited by Benjamin E. Park,
Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, Texas, USA.

Description: Hoboken, NJ, USA: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2021. | Series: Wiley


http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions
http://www.wiley.com/

Blackwell companions to American history | Includes bibliographical references
and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2020025382 (print) | LCCN 202002538 (ebook) | ISBN
9781119583660 (hardback) | ISBN 9781119583677 (adobe pdf) | ISBN
9781119583684 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: United States-Religion-History.

Classification: LCC BL2525 .C647 2021 (print) | LCC BL2525 (ebook) | DDC
200.973-dc23

LC record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2020025382

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020025383

Cover Design: Wiley
Cover Image: © Devesh Tripathi/Getty Images



https://lccn.loc.gov/2020025382
https://lccn.loc.gov/2020025383

List of Contributors

Carleigh Beriont
Harvard University
Cambridge
Massachusetts

Richard J. Boles
Oklahoma State University

Stillwater
Oklahoma

Vaughn A. Booker
Dartmouth College
Hanover

New Hampshire

Melissa May Borja
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor

Michigan

Christopher Cameron
University of North Carolina
Charlotte

North Carolina

Jennifer Caplan
Towson University
Towson

Maryland

Lori J. Daggar
Ursinus College
Collegeville
Pennsylvania



Sarah Dees

Iowa State University
Ames

Iowa

Jennifer H. Dorsey
Siena College
Loudonville

New York

Janine Giordano Drake
Indiana University
Bloomington

Indiana

Christian Gonzales
University of Rhode Island
Kingston

Rhode Island

Sarah Barringer Gordon
University of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia
Pennsylvania

Emily Suzanne Johnson
Ball State University
Muncie

Indiana

Christopher Cannon Jones
Brigham Young University
Provo

Utah

Nicole C. Kirk

Meadville Lombard Theological School
Chicago

Illinois



Joseph P. Laycock
Texas State University
San Marcos

Texas

Joseph L. Locke

University of Houston-Victoria
Victoria

Texas

Benjamin E. Park

Sam Houston State University
Huntsville

Texas

Brent M. Rogers

The Joseph Smith Papers
Salt Lake City

Utah

Arlene M. Sanchez-Walsh
Azusa Pacific University
Azusa

California

Jon F. Sensbach
University of Florida
Gainsville

Florida

Brent S. Sirota

North Carolina State University
Raleigh

North Carolina

Angela Tarango
Trinity University
San Antonio
Texas



Nicole Myers Turner
Yale University

New Haven
Connecticut

Peter W. Walker
University of Wyoming
Laramie

Wyoming

Rachel Wheeler

Indiana University-Purdue University
Indianapolis

Indiana

Cassandra L. Yacovazzi
University of South Florida
Sarasota-ManateeSarasota
Florida

Jason R. Young
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor

Michigan



Chapter One
The Centrality, Diversity, and

Malleability of American Religion

Benjamin E. Park
Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, Texas

Every year in early spring, millions of Hindus across the
globe gather to celebrate the end of winter and the
blossoming of life. The day-and-a-half event, filled with
distinct ceremonies, includes a series of rituals and
prayers, yet it is best known for the festival of colors, the
Rangwali Holi, in which participants smear themselves and
each other with bright powder while accompanied by
vibrant music. Large crowds dance, sing, and march as
they spread their joyful colors and voices throughout the
festival grounds and surrounding streets. And while the
Holi Festival originated in India, it has spread outside of
Asia and into many nations in the western hemisphere,
including places where Hinduism makes up a small
percentage of the population.

One of the largest Holi festivals takes place in Washington
DC, where thousands of young Americans — most of whom
are white, Christian, and know very little about Hinduism
— gather at the Hare Krishna Temple to participate in this
global Hindu celebration. While ignorant of the theological
origins of the event, and not too interested in the rites that
accompany the festival, they are mostly concerned with the
joyous celebration. Social media accounts, newspaper
editorials, and magazine features are then filled with these
high school- and college-aged kids doused in vibrant colors
and hailing the beauty of life.



That thousands of young, white, and Christian Americans
could participate in an annual Hindu festival near the
nation’s capital would have seemed bizarre only a century
earlier. In 1893, for instance, many prominent religious and
political leaders worried that the Asian religions that were
being featured at that year’s Parliament of World Religions
might corrupt the country’s youth, and therefore did their
best to ban “heretical” practices like yoga and belly
dancing — let alone ornate ceremonies with thousands of
attendees. For a nation still controlled by a Protestant
majority that acted as a quasi-religious establishment, such
measures could still be practiced.

But in the twenty-first century, the Holi Festival in DC
captures many of the central elements of American
religion: its embedded nature within the national culture,
its diversity of sacred expression, as well as the porous
nature of its spiritual boundaries. Previously marginalized
practices that were seen as threatening are now embraced
as a joyous embodiment of diverse cooperation. But to
understand how this came to be, we must examine the
many trajectories that culminated in the modern American
religious marketplace.

k >k 3k

Wherever one looks in modern America, they are
confronted with the pervasive influence of religion. Most
politicians are sworn in on the Bible, Qur’an, or Tanakh; “In
God We Trust” is found on national currency; the Pledge of
Allegiance beseeches the name of deity; and athletes
frequently offer thanks to a higher power after their
athletic achievements. This influence is even found in
popular culture. In 2017, for instance, one of the most
popular new songs was Kesha’s “Praying” (drawing on the
ritual of invocation), and one of the new hit television
series was NBC’s “The Good Place” (exploring competing



ideas of the afterlife). Whether on the campaign trail,
stage, athletic fields, or in shopping centers, then, religious
ideas and language have become ubiquitous within
American culture. Yet beyond this veneer of a shared
culture is a complicated and evolving web of diverse
expressions and conflicting values.

It has always been such. The earliest peoples who inhabited
the land that eventually became America, thousands of
Indigenous tribes with as many belief systems as
languages, viewed society in a way that blended the
material and spiritual; for many of them, there was little
difference. Later, European settlers were as interested in
spreading their religion as they were in colonizing land and
building capital; to these newcomers, their particular form
of Christianity was synonymous with civilized progress.
And among those that were then expected to build these
new societies were enslaved African laborers transported
against their will; yet even these communities, many of
whom were forced to leave their religious cultures behind,
succeeded in developing spiritual practices that provided
meaning to their lives and resistance to their oppressors.
The North American colonies were founded upon these
varied experiences.

By the time the United States was formed as an official
polity, the landscape was littered with different — and often
competing — religious cultures, so much so that it was
impossible to identify and install a national, established
religion. What resulted was therefore a spiritual
marketplace that allowed all denominations — or at least
those not deemed as a threat — to contend for converts
under a broad, if not always consistent, umbrella of
religious freedom. The vibrancy of this democratic
experiment invited new innovations and radical
interventions, as traditional churches now battled with
upstart sects for the young nation’s attention. Then, as the



country evolved into an empire, religions were both
martialed as part of that imperial pursuit as well as
deployed to oppose those very aims; simultaneously,
marginalized groups drew on religion in their efforts to
oppose racial, economic, and gender oppression, and claim
what they believed were constitutional, God-given, rights.
In the twenty-first century, though religious affiliation has
slightly decreased, the United States still polls much more
religious than her European peers, in large part because of
the traditions that built the country in the first place.

The story of America, then, can only be understood when
taking into account the deep and divergent influences of
religion. A Companion to American Religious History,
designed as a primer for students of American history in
general, exposes readers to the significance, variety, and
malleability of the nation’s religious past. The most recent
generation of scholarship has produced a plethora of
exciting and revisionist interpretations in the field, and this
volume condenses and explains them for a new generation
of students.

This Companion is unique, then, in its attempt to prove
religion’s centrality to broader historical narratives and
themes. It is not just a story of religion in America, but a
story of how religion shaped American history. It prioritizes
chronological periods and larger contextual issues in order
to introduce students of America’s past to religion’s role in
the stories and events that already populate textbooks. The
volume is a bridge between the robust field of American
religion and the wider community — and especially the
numerous classrooms — of American history writ large.

In a nation still struggling to define the parameters of
pluralism, A Companion to American Religious History
provides both a historical genealogy for the country’s



various religious traditions as well as meaning for its many
cultural expressions.
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This volume does not offer a comprehensive story, nor does
it cover every single significant episode. Instead, it offers
poignant case studies of distinct moments, movements, or
themes that demonstrate the potency of America’s religious
past. Each chapter takes a theoretically small story and
gleans much broader lessons, often framed through the
lived experiences of those involved. These microhistories
and thematic overviews are meant to give students of
American history an entry point for understanding the
legacies of the nation’s religious traditions, as well as
prompt further reflection and discussion related to the
inchoate roles that belief and action have played in
American culture.

Though a number of lessons could be prioritized, and while
many chapters move in different directions and draw from
divergent discourses, three themes hold this volume
together. First, that religion has been central to American
history, and that one cannot understand broader historical
moments without investigating the religious actors and
ideas that played a significant role. Whether it be European
colonization, the American Revolution, slavery, territorial
politics, imperialism, Gilded Age capitalism, the Civil Rights
movement, or modern-day television, religion shaped how
many citizens understood and challenged the world around
them. Therefore, much of this volume is structured to
augment courses focused on American history more
broadly, proving religion’s significance to the larger story.

A primary reason that religion is often downplayed in
synthetic historical works is the cultural chasm between
America’s predominantly religious culture and the
increasingly secular nature of the academy. Historians are



hesitant to provide ammunition to cultural warriors hell-
bent on proving the United States as a “Christian nation,”
and are instead mostly interested in deciphering the real
motivations — social, cultural, economic, or political —
beyond the religious rhetoric. Yet granting the depth of
religious influence in America’s past does not validate
arguments for religious significance in the present; indeed,
a better understanding of the variety, not just the gravity, of
religious history often undercuts the type of cultural
arguments that typically make academics blanche.

Second, chapters in this volume highlight the diversity of
the nation’s religious past. Though universalistic symbols
and the common language of a “Christian Nation” seem to
imply religious homogeneity, and while many Christians
have envisioned a nation held together by shared beliefs,
the reality is that America’s story is filled with a vast array
of different voices and distinct practices. At no point was
there a shared creed, and all attempts for a joint identity
were the result of an anxiety derived from entrenched
pluralism. Individual case studies in this collection
therefore highlight these diverse expressions, whether the
variety is found in race, class, denomination, geography, or
gender. Indeed, this volume eschews the typical discourse
of an American religion in favor of American religion s .

Among the many forms of religious diversity this collection
highlights are a sustained focus on Black and Indigenous
religions. When it comes to African American religiosity, an
explosion of recent scholarship has demonstrated its depth
and variety, yet broader synthetic studies have still
marginalized non-white experiences to the peripheries of
the story, or, at the most, separated them into distinct
frameworks. This volume, by contrast, attempts to
integrate Black religious movements and ideas into
mainstream trajectories of American life, ranging from the
non-Christian religious practices of the enslaved, the Black



prophetic tradition found among abolitionists, or the use of
religion during the post-emancipation period to secure
constitutional liberties. In every section of this volume,
readers will be exposed to how Black religion was central
to understanding its particular era.

These historiographic issues are even more complicated
with Indigenous religions. Since traditional stories of
America’s religious past have been framed by white
Protestant interests, the spirituality of Native Americans
have typically been ignored or dismissed altogether. A
theology of invisibility concerning Indigenous religiosity,
not too dissimilar from the manifest destiny doctrine that
dispossessed Native tribes, has erased a crucial part of the
nation’s story. Yet the variety and centrality of Indigenous
religious practices and ideas can no longer be avoided.
Whether it be the Wampanoag who challenged the
Puritan’s Godly settlement, the Lenape who tested the
boundaries of Pennsylvania’s inclusive vision, the Delaware
who opposed Western expansion, the Haudenosaunees who
appropriated their own form of spirituality, the Pueblo who
pushed back against evolving federal policies, or the
Mohawk who carved out a portion of Pentecostalism, every
section in this volume contains at least one substantive
example of Native American religiosity. This collection
therefore aims to add to the reparation project of
reintegrating these voices into America’s past.

The third and final theme of this volume is the malleability
that came with religious interaction. No religious tradition
ever existed in a vacuum, but rather acted within a context
of competing views and beliefs. This is especially true of
the denominations and communities that have squeezed
into America’s boundaries as cultural contact and exchange
became a consistent feature of American culture. Very few
chapters in this volume examine one religion in isolation.
Rather, most focus on how different communities reacted to



their surrounding society, including other denominations
and racial groups. Students will recognize that American
religion was an evolving tradition with porous boundaries
and interdependent trajectories. Only by highlighting the
broader forest can the significance of each tree become
clear.
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A Companion to American Religious History is separated
into five parts, each framed around a chronological period.
Every section is based on the diversity of expressions
within its own era. The first part, “Colonialism,” briefly
examines three different colonial projects that preceded
the American Revolution. First, Richard Boles unpacks a
typical New England town to show that religious diversity
and contestation were always present, even in what was
supposed to be a Puritan hamlet. Moving south, Rachel
Wheeler exhibits how multiple communities — Moravian
and Native — intersected within confined spaces. Both of
these chapters give particular attention to the Indigenous
tribes who were dispossessed by these religious
colonization attempts. And finally, the section concludes
with Jason Young’s examination of enslaved religiosity
throughout the colonial period.

The imperial crisis that rocked the North American
continent during the late-eighteenth century and the
creation of a new American nation each spurred novel and
contested directions in religious life. Part Two,
“Establishment,” focuses on how new traditions were both
established and disestablished during the American
Revolution, as well as appropriated during the few decades
that immediately followed. While nearly everyone in the
formerly British colonies were forced to choose a side in
the conflict, few faced such daunting choices as the clergy.
Peter Walker’s chapter zeroes in on the loyalist ministers



who tried to stay faithful to the English crown, drawing
upon a rich martyrdom legacy to do so; conversely,
Christopher Jones’s chapter follows a radical clergyman
and his Methodist flock, including a number of free black
believers, as they navigated numerous boundaries — both
denominational and geographic — during an age of Atlantic
rebellions. But what about the newly United States’
creation of religious liberty that followed the political
conflict? Sarah Barringer Gordon’s study of the origins of
disestablishment in Virginia reveals that one of the nation’s
most cherished ideals — religious freedom — was
surprisingly tethered to one of its most controversial: a
resurgence of pro-slavery arguments. But more than just
political frameworks, Jon Sensbach’s microhistory of one
African-born man named Abraham unpacks the lived
realities of enslavement and conversion. And finally, Lori
Daggar’s examination of the Delaware Tribe’s witch hunt,
and Jennifer Dorsey’s chapter on the Shakers, demonstrate
that the tensions of disestablishment and innovation
crossed racial and denominational boundaries.

Once America was established as a new nation, with
broadly accepted, if still challenged, religious traditions, a
series of geographic and political transformations shifted
the country and all the people who lived in it. The third part
of this volume, “Expansion,” provides examples of the many
implications from this march of manifest destiny, as both
the geographic and denominational boundaries remained
undetermined. Christopher Cameron uses David Walker to
display the foundations of a Black prophetic tradition
destined to challenge both the legal practice of slavery as
well as the theological institution of white supremacy. Yet
African Americans were not the only individuals refused
assimilation, as Cassandra Yacovazzi's chapter displays the
potent risk that Catholicism, including the seemingly
pacifist nuns, posed to the Protestant establishment. And



among the new religious experiments introduced during
the era, few challenged traditional theological parameters
as much as those who attempted to appropriate new
religious philosophies, like the Romantics as overviewed by
Brent Sirota or the Haudenosaunees as traced by Christian
Gonzales. But the major disruption of this era, of course,
was the Civil War, which not only destroyed the South’s bid
for a slaveholding empire but also raised important
questions regarding territorial politics and racial equality;
Brent Rogers’s chapter uses Mormonism to understand the
former, while Nicole Turner’s uses black denominations to
understand the latter.

The decades that followed America’s sectional crises
witnessed America becoming an imposing power, with both
domestic and global fissures reflected in various religious
drives. This volume’s fourth section, “Imperialism,” details
the battles that shaped the emerging nation’s new world. A
central conflict regarded the emerging capitalistic divide
between poor and rich, and chapters by Janine Drake and
Nicole Kirk depict the competing religious visions of a
social gospel that improved the lives of the oppressed on
the one hand, and a consumer culture that sanctified
wealth and material goods on the other. Another deep
division concerned the availability and consumption of
alcohol, as Joseph Locke’s examination of the prohibition
movement exemplifies the potential — and pitfalls — of
religious reform efforts. But once again, some of the most
complicated questions regarded racial assimilation and
acceptance, as Arlene Sanchez-Walsh’s chapter on Hispanic
believers among the Pentecostal movement, and Sarah
Dees’s chapter on federal policies over Indigenous tribes,
show how the politics of religious recognition became even
murkier as the “Christian nation” came into shape. Nor
were these questions solely relegated to the continental
United States: Carleigh Beriont’s look at the Bikinian



Islands in the Pacific during the World War Il-era highlight
the global dimensions of America’s imperial and religious
ambitions.

The final section, “Modernity,” touches on the culmination
of these disparate and interdependent trajectories and
posits that they resulted in a number of competing, if
related, modernities. Some of these divisions were found
within groups that are typically lumped together, as Vaughn
Booker’s chapter digests two distinct brands of Black
theology, each designed to gain civil liberties, in the post-
war era. Joseph Laycock’s contribution then details a more
quixotic — yet still revealing — episode from the same
period: an attempted exorcism of the Pentagon, which he
uses as a lens through which to see what the “occult
revival” of the 1960s tells us about popular religion. In
another case of unexpected bedfellows, Angela Tarango
examines how Native Americans, yearning for cultural
assimilation, appropriated modern Pentecostalism to their
own ends. Of course, the most famous coalition formed in
the second half of the twentieth century, and one that
remains a cultural touchstone, is the union of the
Republican Party and Evangelicals; but while this political
marriage is well-known, Emily Johnson’s chapter unveils
gender dimensions that are often overlooked. And as the
volume began with an emphasis on diversity, so too will it
end: Melissa Borja’s overview of Asian-American
immigration establishes the new demographic realities that
shape the nation’s present and future, and Jennifer
Caplan’s analysis of Judaism in modern television extends
that reality to the streaming age.

Taken together, these chapters capture the vibrancy and
variety of America’s religious past. They serve as
touchstones for understanding and engaging the broader
themes and moments of United States history and give
context to tensions that still exist in the present day.



