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SERIES EDITOR’S PREFACE

Civics education is a topic that gets far too little attention lately, even
if our badly divided nation could sorely use it. But it does have a rich
history, to which Spencer Clark has made a very interesting contribution.
In this compact study, he explores the development of civics education at
Shortridge High School in Indianapolis, an institution that later became
known for its high academic standards and robust college preparatory
curriculum. Clark considers an earlier time, however, when civics educa-
tion became a progressive focal point of curricular reform and educators
began to acquire reputations for their subject expertise.

The narrative focuses on two educators, Laura Donnan and Arthur W.
Dunn, and Clark explores the time they both spent working at Short-
ridge in the early twentieth century. A rather substantial civics educa-
tion program had appeared there, and he plays something of a sleuth in
attempting to discern the roles of these characters in its development. He
makes a case for Donnan as the principal architect, with Dunn building
upon her work and perhaps later taking credit for her insights. The rub is
that Dunn could utilize these ideas for career advancement in ways that
Donnan could not, given the barriers to women’s advancement at the
time. Whether she was, in fact, interested in such matters is yet another
question.

The result is a book that explores the dynamics of curricular develop-
ment in civics education during this formative period, and the powerful
gender distinctions that governed the professional lives of educators.
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Donnan and Dunn worked together for a decade, but his subsequent
career took him up the administrative ladder and off to new cities and
additional opportunities. Donnan apparently remained in Indianapolis.
Dunn eventually was an author of at least half dozen books, and today has
a (brief) Wikipedia article devoted to him. Donnan published one text-
book and is hardly known today. Such were the vagaries of fate and gender
in American education—and life in general—during the early twentieth
century. Spencer Clark is an exceptional guide to the experiences of these
important educators and to their times.

Madison, USA William J. Reese
Lawrence, USA John L. Rury
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

Abstract The introduction will introduce Shortridge High School and
two of its faculty who will be the primary focus of this book: Laura
Donnan and Arthur W. Dunn. These introductions will be followed by
brief chapter overviews.

Keywords Shortridge high school - Laura donnan - Arthur W. Dunn

This book will discuss the development of civic education in the United
States, specifically through the examination of Shortridge High School
and two of its teachers—one at the center of civic life in Indianapolis, and
one at the center of civic education in the nation—during the period of
1883—1927. In the 1880s, an active and engaging civic culture would
emerge at Shortridge as the result of teachers and students embracing
educational and social trends of the time. Shortridge was like many other
city high schools heading into the Progressive Era, as it experienced
increased enrollments, course offerings, and community involvement. Yet,
it was also unique in many ways, due in part to an exceptional group of
faculty.

Specifically, this book will examine two Shortridge faculty members—
Laura Donnan and Arthur W. Dunn—who both had very different
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2 J.S. CLARK

relationships to the school. Donnan was born and raised by a well-
respected family in Indianapolis, graduated from Shortridge, engaged
in social and civic clubs, and taught at Shortridge from 1883 to 1927.
Her career reflects deep concerns about the obligation of citizenship and
educating citizens, within a democracy that was coping with rapid social
change. She welcomed social change and her response to such change
positioned her to advocate for values related to pluralism and equal treat-
ment, to be innovative and distinct in her curricular orientation, and
more committed to progressive educational ideals in action than many
progressive scholars involved in social education. Her position as a social
change advocate has been preserved in many records of the extracurricular
activities she initiated, as well as recognition in local media and student
memoirs or accounts. Donnan was a vital part of both Shortridge and
Indianapolis for over forty-five years. This book will recognize Donnan’s
innovations and achievements and her role in the history of civic and
social education.

Arthur W. Dunn arrived in Shortridge in 1900 and left in 1910.
His position at Shortridge was the longest he had held in his career,
typically moving from position to position every few years. Dunn is
remembered for his role in the community civics curriculum initiatives,
his community civics textbook, and his role in the creation of what we
now refer to as the social studies. He is remembered as a progressive
educator who was trained at the University of Chicago as a sociologist, to
which many scholars have attributed his innovations in civic education
curriculum. After Shortridge, he moved into more nationally promi-
nent roles culminating at the National Bureau of Education as a Civic
Education Specialist. However, most scholars have overlooked his time at
Shortridge, choosing to instead look at his experiences before and after
his time in Indianapolis because his experiences provide a logical trajec-
tory and archetype for progressive educators of the era. This book will
illustrate Dunn’s time at Shortridge and provide a better understanding
of how his time in Indianapolis shaped his career.

CHAPTER OVERVIEWS

Chapter 2 will provide a glimpse of Indianapolis and Shortridge around
1900, discuss the contributions of this book, and the theoretical fram-
ings used to examine the careers of Donnan and Dunn. Chapter 3 will
provide an overview of the history of civic education in the United States
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around 1900. It will use literature to situate city schools at the-turn-of-
the-century and their interest in developing civic education, for several
distinct Progressive Era purposes. Several influences will be examined that
contributed to the development of civic education around 1900, specif-
ically the Americanization movement, the influences of civic groups, the
creation of social studies, and the progressive curricular ideologies.

Chapter 4 will introduce Laura Donnan and her career at Shortridge.
She was a well-educated teacher, aware of major educational trends and
scholars of the time. She had developed a reputation in civic education
before Dunn arrived at Shortridge in 1900. The literature on Donnan
demonstrated she had both a local and regional reputation regarding her
civic pedagogy and created a civic culture at Shortridge that influenced
many.

Chapter 5 will focus on Donnan’s NEA presentation in 1889 in which
she outlined a framework for civic education in schools and developed
a rationale for mandatory civics curriculum as a graduation requirement
based on her own teaching and curriculum. In her speech, she outlined
a range of progressive activities that comprised her innovative pedagogy.
All of these activities contributed to the civic culture at Shortridge, by
allowing multiple ways for students to engage with the content. Donnan’s
presentation suggests that progressive “social studies” pedagogy was in
classrooms well before 1916.

Chapter 6 will discuss several activities that were part of the extracur-
riculum or, as we know them today, clubs, groups, and academic teams.
Donnan was the sponsor for many of these extracurricular activities
and created the Shortridge Senate, which gained nation-wide notoriety.
These activities, especially the Senate, contributed significantly to the civic
culture at Shortridge. Donnan’s sponsorship also included the Dazly Echo,
the first daily high school newspaper in the United States. The Daily
Echo was a significant contributor to the civic culture at Shortridge, and
provided invaluable detail about the civic culture at Shortridge.

Chapter 7 will introduce Arthur Dunn, who is well documented in
the existing literature. However, the literature focuses very little on his
time at Shortridge and has focused more on his regional and national
leadership roles. Dunn’s time in Indianapolis will be pieced together
through multiple data points that include his publications and textbook,
records kept at Shortridge, and the Daily Echo. Coupled with his research
training, Dunn’s time at Shortridge was pivotal to his career.
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Chapter 8 will focus on Arthur Dunn and his rise to the national educa-
tional stage. This chapter will make connections among Dunn’s awareness
of progressive trends, his arrival at Shortridge, and his elevation to the
national stage. These connections raise new questions about Dunn and
the correlation of his training, his position at Shortridge, and his quick rise
to national distinction. His longest professional position was at Shortridge
for ten years, and his arrival at Shortridge appears to be serendipitous,
considering the impact it had on his career.

Chapter 9 will discuss Donnan and Dunn comparatively, as contempo-
raries working toward the same goal, but from different ideologies. The
chapter will conclude with a discussion of how Donnan’s distinct episte-
mology, shaped by the gender ideologies of the era and enabled by the
Shortridge educational context, afforded her the ability to consistently
achieve agency as an educator, citizen, and activist.

Lastly, the conclusion will revisit the main arguments of the book and
consider Donnan and Dunn comparatively. Utilizing newspapers of the
time, the conclusion will also consider how each educator was remem-
bered after their deaths. It is difficult to come to and concrete conclusion
about Donnan and Dunn’s relationship. However, combined they indi-
vidually had a major impact on the history of civic and social education
in the twentieth century.



