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Foreword

Samit Saini (right) with Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella (left).
Before I became an app builder, I worked as a security
officer for 13 years at London Heathrow Airport, which is
the United Kingdom's largest and busiest airport, as well as
being the busiest airport in Europe.
After I discovered Power Apps, the first edition of this
book played an active role in transforming my life. Today,

I've built a significantly better life for myself. | now have the
flexibility to work from home, which means I can see my
kids more. Following the recent Covid pandemic, were it not for Power Apps, I would
probably not have a job.

Before this book, I had never read any book on computing. This is the first book that
I have ever read cover to cover, and I know the contents very well. Because this book
means so much to me, I actually own two copies. I use one copy to scribble my notes,
and I've left my second copy intact. Even today, I still often refer to this book because I
can find formula references more easily, compared to searching online. Although there
are plenty of online blogs and content, the thing I like about this book is that it provides a
structured way of learning. This is a format that works very well for me.

Before Power Apps, each mobile app that we commissioned would cost around £60k.
If we wanted to make subsequent changes, it would cost even more. With Power Apps,
we can now build apps in a much more cost-effective and flexible manner. Not only
has it transformed the way we work at Heathrow, it has also transformed the lives and
careers of many of my colleagues.
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FOREWORD

I am very grateful to the Microsoft Power Apps team and the team at Microsoft for
building an application that enables someone like me, with no IT background, to build
an app within minutes and to share it with my colleagues. Since building my first app,
my growth mindset has improved, and I now have a renewed sense of purpose.

There’s no limit to what you can create with new technology. I created a
new career.

Samit Saini
(Twitter, SamitSainiO1l; LinkedIn, Samit Saini)
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Introduction

My journey with the Power Platform began in 2015. I was an early adopter of Project
Siena, the product that would eventually become Power Apps.

From the very beginning, I saw great potential in Power Apps. Through my work as a
software developer, I knew firsthand how difficult it was to build mobile apps that could
connect to internal systems and databases. Power Apps offered a straightforward way to
achieve this task.

Although Power Apps was aimed at non-developers, I found the initial learning
curve steep. Although I had clear ideas of what I wanted to achieve, the intricacies of
how to build these features were difficult.

I soon became proficient and started to explore the idea of writing a book. I wanted
to share my experiences and to make it easier for users to get started with Power Apps.

At the time, I struggled to secure a publishing deal. It was too much of a risk for
publishers to release a book on an unknown product that was at the time still in beta.
But fortunately, my editors at Apress believed in my idea, and I was able to write the first
edition of this book - which coincided very closely with the initial release of Power Apps.

Today, Power Apps is completely different from the product that existed when
I began. It has expanded significantly and offers features that I never would have
imagined. This includes the ability to build apps on top of Microsoft Dynamics 365
through model-driven apps and the ability to build publicly accessible, data-driven
websites through portal apps. The inclusion of artificial intelligence (AI) is another
significant and valuable feature. I applaud all the staff at Microsoft who have contributed
toward building this amazing product.

I firmly believe that this momentum will continue. While this book is being released,
Microsoft Teams has become hugely popular, and Power Apps is the platform that enables
us to build apps that can run in Teams. If you're a beginner, now is a great time to learn
Power Apps and the Power Platform. I believe it’'s a smart way to invest your time, and I'm
sure that a positive outcome will occur - if not now, then in the years to come.

I've seen the positive changes that Power Apps can bring to businesses and people.
For me, it’s given me the satisfaction of being able to help others, to make a positive
contribution, and to see businesses and people succeed. Wherever you happen to be on
your Power Apps journey, I wish you the best of luck.
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