
Beginning 
Power Apps

The Non-Developer’s Guide to  
Building Business Applications
—
Second Edition
—
Tim Leung



Beginning Power Apps
The Non-Developer’s Guide to 

Building Business Applications

Second Edition

Tim Leung



Beginning Power Apps: The Non-Developer’s Guide to Building Business Applications

ISBN-13 (pbk): 978-1-4842-6682-3			   ISBN-13 (electronic): 978-1-4842-6683-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4842-6683-0

Copyright © 2021 by Tim Leung 

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved by the Publisher, whether the whole or part of the 
material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, 
broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information 
storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology now 
known or hereafter developed.

Trademarked names, logos, and images may appear in this book. Rather than use a trademark symbol with 
every occurrence of a trademarked name, logo, or image we use the names, logos, and images only in an 
editorial fashion and to the benefit of the trademark owner, with no intention of infringement of the 
trademark.

The use in this publication of trade names, trademarks, service marks, and similar terms, even if they are not 
identified as such, is not to be taken as an expression of opinion as to whether or not they are subject to 
proprietary rights.

While the advice and information in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication, 
neither the authors nor the editors nor the publisher can accept any legal responsibility for any errors or 
omissions that may be made. The publisher makes no warranty, express or implied, with respect to the 
material contained herein.

Managing Director, Apress Media LLC: Welmoed Spahr
Acquisitions Editor: Joan Murray
Development Editor: Laura Berendson
Coordinating Editor: Jill Balzano

Cover image designed by Freepik (www.freepik.com)

Distributed to the book trade worldwide by Springer Science+Business Media LLC, 1 New York Plaza, Suite 
4600, New York, NY 10004. Phone 1-800-SPRINGER, fax (201) 348-4505, e-mail orders-ny@springer-sbm.
com, or visit www.springeronline.com. Apress Media, LLC is a California LLC and the sole member (owner) 
is Springer Science + Business Media Finance Inc (SSBM Finance Inc). SSBM Finance Inc is a Delaware 
corporation.

For information on translations, please e-mail booktranslations@springernature.com; for reprint, 
paperback, or audio rights, please e-mail bookpermissions@springernature.com.

Apress titles may be purchased in bulk for academic, corporate, or promotional use. eBook versions and 
licenses are also available for most titles. For more information, reference our Print and eBook Bulk Sales 
web page at http://www.apress.com/bulk-sales.

Any source code or other supplementary material referenced by the author in this book is available to 
readers on GitHub via the book’s product page, located at www.apress.com/9781484266823. For more 
detailed information, please visit http://www.apress.com/source-code.

Printed on acid-free paper

Tim Leung
Reading, UK

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4842-6683-0


I dedicate this book to you. I want you to achieve  
whatever goals you want to accomplish, and I trust that  

Power Apps and this book will help you on your path.
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Foreword

Samit Saini (right) with Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella (left).
Before I became an app builder, I worked as a security 

officer for 13 years at London Heathrow Airport, which is 

the United Kingdom's largest and busiest airport, as well as 

being the busiest airport in Europe.

After I discovered Power Apps, the first edition of this 

book played an active role in transforming my life. Today, 

I’ve built a significantly better life for myself. I now have the 

flexibility to work from home, which means I can see my 

kids more. Following the recent Covid pandemic, were it not for Power Apps, I would 

probably not have a job.

Before this book, I had never read any book on computing. This is the first book that 

I have ever read cover to cover, and I know the contents very well. Because this book 

means so much to me, I actually own two copies. I use one copy to scribble my notes, 

and I’ve left my second copy intact. Even today, I still often refer to this book because I 

can find formula references more easily, compared to searching online. Although there 

are plenty of online blogs and content, the thing I like about this book is that it provides a 

structured way of learning. This is a format that works very well for me.

Before Power Apps, each mobile app that we commissioned would cost around £60k. 

If we wanted to make subsequent changes, it would cost even more. With Power Apps, 

we can now build apps in a much more cost-effective and flexible manner. Not only 

has it transformed the way we work at Heathrow, it has also transformed the lives and 

careers of many of my colleagues.
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I am very grateful to the Microsoft Power Apps team and the team at Microsoft for 

building an application that enables someone like me, with no IT background, to build 

an app within minutes and to share it with my colleagues. Since building my first app, 

my growth mindset has improved, and I now have a renewed sense of purpose.

There’s no limit to what you can create with new technology. I created a 
new career.

Samit Saini
(Twitter, SamitSaini01; LinkedIn, Samit Saini)

Foreword
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Introduction

My journey with the Power Platform began in 2015. I was an early adopter of Project 

Siena, the product that would eventually become Power Apps.

From the very beginning, I saw great potential in Power Apps. Through my work as a 

software developer, I knew firsthand how difficult it was to build mobile apps that could 

connect to internal systems and databases. Power Apps offered a straightforward way to 

achieve this task.

Although Power Apps was aimed at non-developers, I found the initial learning 

curve steep. Although I had clear ideas of what I wanted to achieve, the intricacies of 

how to build these features were difficult.

I soon became proficient and started to explore the idea of writing a book. I wanted 

to share my experiences and to make it easier for users to get started with Power Apps.

At the time, I struggled to secure a publishing deal. It was too much of a risk for 

publishers to release a book on an unknown product that was at the time still in beta. 

But fortunately, my editors at Apress believed in my idea, and I was able to write the first 

edition of this book – which coincided very closely with the initial release of Power Apps.

Today, Power Apps is completely different from the product that existed when 

I began. It has expanded significantly and offers features that I never would have 

imagined. This includes the ability to build apps on top of Microsoft Dynamics 365 

through model-driven apps and the ability to build publicly accessible, data-driven 

websites through portal apps. The inclusion of artificial intelligence (AI) is another 

significant and valuable feature. I applaud all the staff at Microsoft who have contributed 

toward building this amazing product.

I firmly believe that this momentum will continue. While this book is being released, 

Microsoft Teams has become hugely popular, and Power Apps is the platform that enables 

us to build apps that can run in Teams. If you’re a beginner, now is a great time to learn 

Power Apps and the Power Platform. I believe it’s a smart way to invest your time, and I’m 

sure that a positive outcome will occur – if not now, then in the years to come.

I’ve seen the positive changes that Power Apps can bring to businesses and people. 

For me, it’s given me the satisfaction of being able to help others, to make a positive 

contribution, and to see businesses and people succeed. Wherever you happen to be on 

your Power Apps journey, I wish you the best of luck.


