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Introduction

This book studies the influence of Julia Kristeva’s work on American
literary and film studies including, for example, innovative approaches to
Paule Marshall’s fiction and Orson Welles’s films. Critics in the United
States receive the thinking of arguably the best representative today
of French feminism, semiotics, and psychoanalytic writing in complex,
controversial ways, especially on the question of marginalized popula-
tions. Like the critics analyzed here, I incorporate her thought in my own
creative readings of relatively little-known authors and directors including
Christiane Rochefort, Nancy Savoca, and Frank Lentricchia in these pages.
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Praise forKristeva In America

“Carol Bové’s Kristeva in America: Re-Imagining the Exceptional is a
work of great critical importance. In it, she explores the relationships
between Kristeva’s work and the experiences of marginalized popula-
tions: African American, immigrant, woman as mother. At this partic-
ular moment, readers need to grapple with these complex relationships.
Bové also explores American’s political identity and structural composi-
tion in light of Kristeva’s work, reinforcing the relationships between the
psychoanalytic, semiotic, and political identities of both an individual and
a nation.”

—Gina MacKenzie, Associate Dean, School of Arts and Sciences, and
Associate Professor of English at Holy Family University, USA

“Carol Mastrangelo Bové braids together two strands of reflection in Kris-
teva in America. The first is a survey of Kristeva’s reception and use by
US literary and cultural critics, including Hortense Spillers, Kelly Oliver,
Benigno Trigo, and Jack Halberstam, among others. The second is an
analysis of selected works of Kristeva herself that bear on the question of
the psychic life of power in the United States. Given the rise of the so-
called culture wars and their current political consequences in our country,
Bové’s contribution is especially pertinent and timely.”
—John Beverley, Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Hispanic Languages

and Literatures, University of Pittsburgh, USA
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CHAPTER 1

Kristeva’s Theories onMotherhood
and Abjection: Spillers andHalberstam

Abstract This chapter shows how Kristeva’s theories on motherhood in
the essay “Stabat Mater” as well as her writing on abjection in Powers of
Horror have stimulated new directions in American literary studies. Hort-
ense Spillers’s Black, White, and in Color and Jack Halberstam’s Skin
Shows, for example, draw on a psychoanalytic approach shaped by her
theories to address especially the race question. I discuss primarily Kris-
teva’s essays from the 1980s in dialogue with two American critics who
bring their creative versions of Neo-Freudian thought to bear on Paule
Marshall’s and Bram Stoker’s novels.

Keywords Motherhood · Abjection · Race

Theories on motherhood in the essay “Stabat Mater” (Kristeva 1987,
234–264) as well as her writing on abjection in Powers of Horror (Kris-
teva 1982) have stimulated new directions in American literary studies.
Both Hortense Spillers (2003) and Jack Halberstam (2012), among
others, draw on Kristeva’s theory in significant ways in their writing on
literature and race. Considering Spillers’s and Halberstam’s work in their
connection to her theory enables a psychoanalytic approach to address
especially the race question hovering over literary studies and beyond. In
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