
Language and Logic in Ancient China
Chad Hansen (1942–) taught himself Cantonese and Chinese while in
Hong Kong during the famine following China’s “Great Leap Forward”.
He then took his BA at the U of Utah and Ph.D. at the University of
Michigan.  He is Chair Professor of Chinese Philosophy, Emeritus at the
University of Hong Kong where he has taught for 30 years

�is, book grew out of his dissertation under Don Munro. Hansen’s
research, conducted in Taiwan and Hong Kong included studying with Liu
Yuyun, Chen Guying, Mou Zhongshan and TangJunyi. Guided by 20th
century theories of language, his novel approach to interpretive theory
launched the modern analytical study of Ancient Chinese philosophy.

“Hansen shows that one tiny grammatical question . . . has profound 
implications for the understanding of Chinese philosophy.. . . �is is 
surely a decisive breakthrough . . .  .  His observations about Chinese 
thought in general are always stimulating and illuminating.  A book 
which excites one to rethink things from the foundations.”      

A. C. Graham

An ambitious and provocative book concerning the relationship 
between language and thought in ancient China. . . . a novel and 
powerful theory about the nature of classical Chinese language . . .
a better understanding of many issues in classical Chinese 
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[�e] importance of this book lies . . . in its engaging style, novel 
ideas, and rigorous argumentation, which can serve as a model 
for future work in Chinese philosophy.  Hansen takes Chinese 
philosophy seriously as philosophy.  For anyone tired of the 
super�cial summaries or scholastic commentaries that so o�en 
characterize this �eld, Hansen's book will be a memorable and 
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                                    Classic Reprints
�e Advanced Reasoning Forum is dedicated to research and publishing 
in logic and language.  �rough its Classic Reprints  series it makes
available important books that have been long out-of-print and nearly
impossible to obtain.  See a listing of all ARF books at: 
                        www.AdvancedReasoningForum.org.
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