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Medicine, healthcare and the wider social meanings and management of 
health are continually in the process of change. While the ‘birth of the 
clinic’ heralded the process through which health and illness became 
increasingly subject to the surveillance of medicine, for example, surveil-
lance has become more complex, sophisticated and targeted—as seen in 
the search for ‘precision medicine’ and now ‘precision public health’. 
Both surveillance and health itself emerge as more provisional, uncertain 
and risk-laden as a consequence, and we might also ask what now consti-
tutes ‘the clinic’, how meaningful a concept of a clinic ultimately is and 
where else might we now find (or not find) healthcare spaces and 
interventions.

Ongoing developments in science and technology are helping to 
enable and propel new forms of diagnosis, treatment and the delivery of 
healthcare. In many contexts, these innovations both reflect and further 
contribute to changes in the locus of care and burden of responsibility for 
health. Genetics, informatics and imaging—to name but a few—are 
redefining collective and individual understandings of the body, health 
and disease. At the same time, long-established and even ostensibly mun-
dane technologies and techniques can generate ripples in local discourse 
and practices as ideas about the nature and focus of healthcare shift in 
response to global debates about, for instance, One Health and 
Planetary Health.

Foreword
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The very technologies that (re)define health are also the means through 
which the individualisation of healthcare can occur—through, for 
instance, digital health, diagnostic tests and the commodification of 
restorative tissue. This individualisation of health is both culturally 
derived and state-sponsored, as exemplified by the promotion of ‘self-
care’. These shifts are simultaneously welcomed and contested by profes-
sionals, patients and wider publics. Hence they at once signal and 
instantiate wider societal ambivalences and divisions.

This Series explores these processes within and beyond the conven-
tional domain of ‘the clinic’ and asks whether they amount to a qualita-
tive shift in the social ordering and value of medicine and health. Locating 
technical use and developments in wider socio-economic and political 
processes, each book discusses and critiques the dynamics between health, 
technology and society through a variety of specific cases, and drawing on 
a range of analyses provided by the social sciences.

The Series has already published more than 20 books that have explored 
many of these issues, drawing on novel, critical and deeply informed 
research undertaken by their authors. In doing so, the books have shown 
how the boundaries between the three core dimensions that underpin the 
whole Series—health, technology and society—are changing in funda-
mental ways.

Since 2006, this Series has been edited by Andrew Webster (University 
of York) and Sally Wyatt (Maastricht University). Through their steward-
ship, it has broken new empirical and conceptual ground. This volume 
takes stock of the Series to-date, and its contents provide a vivid demon-
stration of the vitality of the scholarship that Andrew and Sally have con-
vened these last 14 years. It is also, then, a tribute to their work, dedication 
and thoughtfulness in cultivating research and writings that have had 
deep traction with a range of disciplines (not least, science and technol-
ogy studies), and which have cast a bright light on the transformations in 
health, technology and society that are experienced by millions.

This volume draws together all of the books from across the years of 
the Series, organised around five key themes identified by Andrew and 
Sally to reflect the rich and diverse landscape the HTS Series has covered. 
Selecting key books and highlights from these, Andrew and Sally asked 
authors to provide reflections on their work. As such, the volume not 



ix  Foreword 

only brings together an overview and highlights of the Series but through 
the reflection pieces also gives a wider context and a form of history of the 
field during this time. Including fascinating stories of book development, 
response following publication, changes to the field and other directions 
such books may have taken, the reflection pieces illustrate the added 
value of bringing together the diverse works highlighted by this collec-
tion: the HTS Series does something in itself—books lead and tie into 
each other and a landscape of work and thinking in this field becomes 
greater than the sum of its parts. We look forward to being able to con-
tinue to build on the hard work undertaken by Andrew and Sally in 
developing the Series, and to working with, what we hope will be, a wide 
range of authors and novel topics.

London, UK� Rebecca Lynch
Edinburgh, UK� Martyn Pickersgill
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This book is both a celebration and a reflection: it celebrates and captures 
examples of the excellent scholarship that the Health, Technology and 
Society (HTS) Series has published since 2006, and it reflects on how the 
field has developed over this time. As editors of the HTS Series who, in 
2020, handed over the reins to our UK-based colleagues, Rebecca Lynch 
and Martyn Pickersgill, we thought it timely to create a text that told a 
story of the field, drawing from a variety of disciplinary perspectives and 
empirical domains. We also wanted to reflect on this work and so invited 
the authors and editors to describe how their original ideas have devel-
oped, how their specific areas of interest have moved on and to consider 
how their books were produced and received. This volume then is both a 
retrospective and prospective commentary on health and technology, one 
of the major areas of debate in the social sciences.
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All the books in the Series address a number of broad themes. They 
show that medicine, health care and the wider social meaning and man-
agement of health are undergoing major changes. In part this reflects 
developments in science and technology, which enable new forms of 
diagnosis, treatment and the delivery of health care. It also reflects changes 
in the locus of care and burden of responsibility for health. Genetics, 
digital technologies, imaging and integrative technologies, such as nano-
technology, are redefining our understanding of the body, health and dis-
ease. Furthermore, health is no longer simply the domain of conventional 
medicine, nor the clinic. The ‘birth of the clinic’ heralded the process 
through which health and illness became increasingly subject to the sur-
veillance of medicine. Although such surveillance is more complex, 
sophisticated and precise as seen in the search for ‘predictive medicine’ as 
well as ‘personalised medicine’, it is also more provisional, uncertain and 
risk laden.

The social management of health itself is losing its anchorage in collec-
tive social relations and shared knowledge and practice, whether at the 
level of the local community or through state-funded socialised medi-
cine. This individualisation of health is both culturally driven and state 
sponsored, as the promotion of ‘self-care’ demonstrates. The very tech-
nologies that redefine health are also the means through which this indi-
vidualisation can occur—through self-monitoring, diagnostic tests and 
the commodification of restorative tissue, such as stem cells, cloned 
embryos and so on.

The books in the HTS Series have explored these processes within and 
beyond the conventional domain of ‘the clinic’ and asked whether they 
amount to a qualitative shift in the social ordering and value of medicine 
and health. Locating technical developments in wider socio-economic 
and political processes, each book has examined recent developments 
within health technologies in specific areas, drawing on a range of analy-
ses provided by the social sciences.

The Series has already published 21 books (plus 4 in preparation) that 
have explored many of these issues, drawing on novel, critical and deeply 
informed research undertaken by their authors. In doing so, the books 
have shown how the boundaries between the three core dimensions that 
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underpin the whole Series—Health, Technology and Society—are chang-
ing in fundamental ways.

How then to explore these changes? We decided that the best way 
would be to identify a number of themes that would help us to marshal 
the material across the empirical and conceptual range of material found 
in the Series. These have enabled us to organise the books by theme and 
so help the reader navigate the rich and substantively diverse landscape of 
HTS.  The five themes are Innovation, Responsibility, Locus of Care, 
Knowledge Production and Regulation and Governance. We will present 
these in more detail below, but first we reflect on the origin of the Series 
and on some of its normative and methodological contributions.

�Early Days and the Focus of the Series

The origin of the Series goes back to the beginning of this century, when 
a major UK research programme (2000–2005), jointly funded by the 
Economic and Social Research Council and the Medical Research 
Council, brought together over 32 projects and almost 130 researchers to 
explore what were called ‘Innovative Health Technologies’. That research 
programme not only produced a very large number of papers but also 
culminated in a book, New Technologies in Health Care (2006), that some-
how managed to convey the rich and diverse work that the programme 
supported. Both editors of the HTS Series were involved: Webster as 
coordinator of the programme and Wyatt as one of the project-based 
researchers. The Series was launched at an international event hosted by 
the Royal Society in London, and the story of that day can be found here: 
https://www.york.ac.uk/res/iht/events/htsbooklaunch.htm.

The impetus behind the programme then was a growing recognition 
that the social sciences needed to address in a more sustained and holistic 
way the current and future implications of innovative health technolo-
gies, the effects of which are mediated by wider processes of social change. 
Innovative health technologies (IHTs)—such as genetics, cloning, xeno-
transplantation and the internet—presented policy-makers and the pub-
lic with major new concerns. For example, the then UK House of 
Commons Select Committee (3rd) Report on Human Genetics 
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recommended that there be a programme of research that examines the 
social implications of IHTs in a robust and detailed way. The Wellcome 
Trust also called for a specifically social science agenda to be developed 
which could complement the Trust’s work on bioethics. The research pro-
gramme subsequently funded by the ESRC and MRC did much to 
address these issues, and indeed many others, and the results are still 
available at https://www.york.ac.uk/res/iht/introduction.htm.

The HTS Series grew out of this earlier work, but with a much broader 
intellectual and geographical canvas at its disposal. Whereas the IHT 
programme was UK focused, the HTS books have seen contributions by 
authors from a wide range of countries, not just from Europe, but also 
North America, Australia and South East Asia. Moreover, some of those 
engaged in the IHT research programme have had the opportunity to 
develop their ideas more fully and more critically in the Series texts.

In the Introduction to the IHT book, Webster wrote that biomedical 
technologies can be characterised as having four key features. First, they 
can be embedded within the body, via prosthetics or pacemakers. Second, 
they can be projective of the body, as happens when patient data and 
information are digitised and then circulated and given new form via 
large-scale biobanks and clinical databases. Third, biomedical technolo-
gies can become hybrid as they pull together differing fields, such as in 
tissue and cell engineering. Finally, they can be representational, for exam-
ple through increasingly sophisticated visual imaging and as biomarkers 
for disease become standardised and framed in specific ways.

In many ways these four features can still be seen today, and all are 
touched on or indeed form the principal focus in one or more of the 
books in the Series. But taken together the HTS Series offers new insights 
into how these are shaped by and made more complex through a much 
more fine-grained analysis of the contexts in which they are found. This 
throws light on the play of social hierarchies (associated with ethnicity, 
gender and age for example), on the organisational dynamics that shape 
the adoption of innovative therapies, on the discourses and claims associ-
ated with so-called personalised medicine and so on. More broadly, the 
books help us to see healthcare and its meaning, development and use as 
part of a wider ecosystem, a regime of governance and accountability, 
resource and its allocation and so how an apparently similar therapy can 
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have very different meanings and enactment in different national and 
global settings. This is particularly visible in the volume by Alan Petersen 
and his colleagues in their analysis of stem cell ‘tourism’.

Moreover, the Series title is ‘Health, Technology and Society’, and that 
comma between ‘health’ and ‘technology’ serves an important purpose. 
Health as such is contested and highly contextualised, and as many books 
in the Series demonstrate, although ‘health technologies’ form their core 
focus, these can be and often are outside of the formal institutional and 
clinical, practice-based structures of formal healthcare itself.

Another important feature of the books taken together is that we learn 
much about the ways in which health and health technologies are given 
‘value’, and how this value is never self-evident or a given. For example, 
the books that we have brought together in the ‘Knowledge Production’ 
theme all touch on this issue in one way or another. This is not surprising 
since all forms of knowledge are based on implicit or explicit value judge-
ments reflecting the assumptions and forms of authority on which they 
depend. These in turn often hide or fail to see the uncertainties and risks 
that accompany them.

�The Normative and Methodological 
Contributions of the Series

In many of the books, the authors offer suggestions and even recommen-
dations about how the matters of concern they have explored might be 
better understood or handled more effectively. Jessica Mesman, for exam-
ple, in the Knowledge Production section, explores neonatal clinical 
practices. She not only reveals hidden aspects of these practices but shows 
how they can be brought to the fore and so enable more effective and 
accountable clinical management of the premature baby. In the specific 
area of genetic testing, Gerard de Vries and Klasien Horstman, in the 
Responsibility section, make a strong case for much greater transparency 
about such tests and the traces they leave behind as they travel across 
patients, their families and into state programmes based on national 
screening and testing, such as the 100,000 Genome Programme in the 
UK that appeared after de Vries and Horstman’s book was published.
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