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A series of nine select Palgrave Pivots that together will provide concise
accounts of IR theoretical traditions in Europe and the historical and the-
oretical roots that European IR currently is missing. The series will pro-
vide a theoretical backbone for the IR discipline and define and strengthen
the identity of European IR theory.

Each Pivot in the series will constitute and reconstruct IR theoretical
traditions in Europe (Liberalism, Realism, English School, International
Political Economy, International Political Theory, Feminism, and the
post-positivist tradition including constructivism, post-structuralism,
post-colonialism and critical theory), and a concluding volume will look
back and summarise the advances (and missed opportunities) of the disci-
pline in the 20th century, all following an initial framework volume setting
the scene and providing the rationale. As a theoretical tradition is nothing
without theorists to produce, reproduce and transform it, the individual
volumes will necessarily focus on the contributions of individual theorists,
a feature that will provide the series with a unique edge, and covering the
main characteristics of each tradition that is sorely missing.

But more than just providing roots, the series will have a critical inte-
grative function. In order to achieve this aim, the projects will take a trans-
national perspective, going beyond the sociology of knowledge studies
that so far have been predominantly national in its orientation. Each Pivot
will be kept as close as possible to a common length and shared structure;
the volumes will be developed individually yet with a very clear common
thread and thus appear as an exclusive collection. Individual volumes will
have a largely identical structure which the editorial committee will define
and enforce.

More information about this series at
http:/ /www.palgrave.com/gp/series /15636
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PREFACE

Reappraising European IR Theorvetical Traditions, published in 2017,
argued that the IR community in Europe needs to improve its knowledge
about the origins and historical development of the scientific discipline of
International Relations, including its theoretical dimensions. In order to
function as a framework volume for other contributions to the book series
Trends in European IR Theory, the authors explicated and reconsidered
key terms such as discipline, tradition, hegemony and diversity.

The present volume focuses on the liberal theory tradition in Europe,
that is, focuses on one of the main if not zb¢ main branch of the IR theory
tree. It covers an unusually long period, specifically the 100 years after
1919, thus contributing to the IR centenary debate, arguing that the dis-
cipline took oft with strong liberal characteristics. When we launched the
project of which this book is the outcome, we noticed with astonishment
that the liberal theory tradition, while often critiqued, has only occasion-
ally received the attention a main theoretical tradition deserves. Moreover,
a pronounced selection bias seems to play an important role, resulting in
only scarce attention to liberal theorists on the European continent. IR
scholars seem to reproduce patterns known from research on liberalism
rather than delve into this rich history themselves. In this context, it is tell-
ing that the publication of In Search of European Liberalisms. Concepts,
Languages, Ideologies (Freeden et al. 2019) came more than 90 years after
the publication of Guido de Ruggiero’s The History of European Liberalism
(1927). The two books do not focus on IR liberal theory but they have
the comprehensive European scope that also, despite its brevity,
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characterizes the present volume. We hope the book will inspire scholars
to further explore how theorists of a liberal orientation in multiple
European settings have theorized global affairs and how their theories
have distinct cultural, temporal and spatial characteristics.

Bringing this book together has been no small task. I am most grateful
for the trust the book series editors showed me after receiving the book
proposal. Their individual publications during the last few years have been
great sources of inspiration. Moreover, I very much appreciate the exqui-
site patience the contributors demonstrated during the lengthy prepara-
tion process it turned out to be. Finally, I offer my thanks to Sarah
Roughley at Palgrave for her professional interest in the project right from
the beginning and during all its phases as well as for her timely deadline
reminders.

Aarhus, Denmark Knud Erik Jergensen
February 2021
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction: The Liberal International
Theory Tradition in Context

Knud Erik Jorgensen

Abstract The chapter outlines the rationale of the book and contextual-
izes the liberal theoretical tradition within the discipline of International
Relations as well as in relation to broader currents of political thought,
with a view to building bridges between disciplinary, theoretical and intel-
lectual history. Moreover, the chapter introduces the agenda for the vol-
ume, provides a conceptual framework and an overview of the origins and
trajectories through the twentieth century, including the various ways in
which the liberal tradition branches out in distinct currents of thinking.
Despite the tradition being a major, perhaps the main International
Relations (IR) tradition, a comprehensive presentation of the tradition
hardly exists and this general feature is in Europe amplified by the priority
given, in the existing literature, to national settings.

K E. Jorgensen (&)
Department of Political Science, Aarhus University, Aarhus, Denmark
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The recession of the liberal democratic tide in the last decade has given a
new urgency to the study of the history of political thought. For those at
least who value the basic elements of the liberal and democratic philoso-
phies, it is more important now than at any time during the last hundred
years to investigate the conditions for their effective maintenance.
(Macpherson 1941: 564)

Welcome to the museum of modern International Relations (IR) theo-
rizing. Today’s guided tour will focus on the wing the museum devotes to
liberal IR theorizing, specifically theorizing in Europe during the twenti-
eth century. It is an important contribution, especially because it makes it
possible to connect what is often kept separate: the liberal, the interna-
tional and the theoretical. Concerning liberalism, the nineteenth century,
often called ‘the liberal century’, continued into the twentieth century,
and both liberal thought and practice had a deep impact on international
affairs, although it is also true that political and ideological liberalism
declined significantly during the interwar years. Paradoxically, liberal inter-
national theory emerged during the time political liberalism declined.
Moreover, during the late liberal nineteenth century, ‘the international’
emerged as an ever more important problematique, concerning both intra-
imperial relations in Europe—that is, nation-state-empire relations—and
colonial relations beyond Europe. Likewise, the industrial revolution
boosted a new level of interaction among states and societies in terms of
trade and communication, not to neglect international migration. Finally,
we should not forget that the founders of the once new academic disci-
pline, International Relations, created it in a liberal ‘advocacy’ image, for
which reason the discipline was one of the main interfaces between aca-
demic reflections and political practices.

Some might be reluctant to enter the museum, believing it will cele-
brate the past, thus forgetting the dark sides, or downplay the glorious
present or ignore desirable or possible futures. Nothing could be more
wrong. The museum you are about to enter is inspired by Hans Magnus
Enzenberger’s Museum der Modernen Poesie (1960) and will thus not
cherish the custodian but the kind of curator who organizes exhibitions in
a fashion that is intended to be relevant for contemporary visitors. The
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museum is not just a collection of oenvres and historical artefacts but an
invitation to engage in a reflexive process through which contemporary
theorists can study and possibly learn from past experiences. Others might
be reluctant to enter because the liberal wing of the museum is bound to
challenge numerous intellectual path dependencies and other kinds of
inertia, thus intervening in well-established comfort zones and scholarly
orthodoxies. In this case, warnings are in order not least because a project
on the liberal IR theory tradition in Europe is bound to challenge a string
of well-established wisdoms.

The book focuses on one of if not the main theoretical tradition within
the discipline of International Relations. It is thus difficult to overestimate
its significance (Griffiths 2011). Indeed, in some fields of study, liberal
theorists enjoy full yet largely unacknowledged hegemony (but see
Mearsheimer et al. 2005). Given this prominent status, it is almost obliga-
tory for students of International Relations to know its trajectories whether
they subscribe to it or feel at home in other traditions. The rationale of the
book is also explained by the dispersed yet concerted development of lib-
eral theory in Europe, dispersed in the sense that most branches co-exist,
yet in a mode characterized by a strange mutual neglect and concerted in
the sense that liberal theorists actually share important features, not least
compared to competing theoretical traditions. The book is designed to
connect the dispersed and to acknowledge the existence of shared fea-
tures. Finally, the timing of the book is perfect. Similar to other volumes
in the Trends in European IR Theory Series, the book mainly focuses on
the twentieth century and, thus, on the ups and downs of a long tradition.
In disciplinary terms, 2019 marked the symbolic centenary of the disci-
pline of International Relations, originally created in a liberal image.
Moreover, both liberal theory and political practice are currently under
attack at close range, indeed the last 20 years are characterized by an ava-
lanche of critique of both liberal theory and ideology (Mearsheimer 1994;
Richardson 2001; Jahn 2009, 2013; Reus-Smit 2001; Long 1995;
Friedman et al. 2013).

Considering the significance of the tradition and all the critiques of the
liberal theory tradition, soon a century-long constant, one would intui-
tively think that preparing this book would be a straightforward and often
repeated exercise. Would not the target of critique be well known? Would
there not be numerous museums with “shows of force” (Luke 1992) to
tap into, align with or put distance to? Not so. Decades ago, Mark Zacher
and Richard Matthew pointed to a surprising fact: “a systematic



