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We dedicate this first volume to all men and women in Africa and
abroad—irrespective of creed, gender, age or race—who are actively
engaged in theorizing, researching and genuinely debating, in a

constructive manner, decolonization of (Digital) Communications in
Africa.



Foreword

I like to read some special significance into my having been offered the
privilege of introducing the reader to this engaging and informative text
on the broad subject of decolonizing digital communication in Africa. I
suspect that the significance of this choice lies precisely here: in my docu-
mented and globally acclaimed efforts at research practice and the utiliza-
tion of the outcomes of research for the benefit of humanity. For one of
the remarkable things about this book is that along with a rich imagina-
tion, pragmatic judgment, and immense energy required to develop and
produce a useful book such as this from different authors, there is a deep
intuitive sense of the social, cultural, and cognitive structures latent in the
practice of communication in general. I accept the inferred assignment
with pleasure.

The goal of this book is to articulate the traditional work environment
of the creative writer in Africa and the Global South attributed mainly to
issues of digital communication divide or migration which have altered
technologies for the creation, production, distribution, and consumption
of transmitted material. The global visibility of the African writer, like
many academics in African universities, is challenged by digital migra-
tion, digital illiteracy, or a literacy. This book problematizes this digital
exclusion from the contemporary digital world on account of the multiple
dimensions of digital divide; and social and intellectual denial of access to
the global literary forum for the African communication academics.
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viii FOREWORD

The book, in my view, is long overdue. Its most immediate value resides
in helping the reader to understand the dilemma the digital divide subjects
the African practitioner in communication to and the difficulty of over-
coming the encumbrances therein. It fulfills an obvious need for a system-
atic account decolonizing the digital communication divide in Africa, and
it does so with the clarity and informed assurance that one would expect
of the persons who wrote the chapters in this book. They have skilfully
produced a book that provides a clear, distinct discussion of the inhi-
bitions that surround the digital communication divide in Africa. The
chapter contributors have addressed the subject from varied perspectives
with most analyzing the challenges that have arisen from Western-centric
digital communication in Africa and the discord they represent to “African
values.” Other contributors engage with the opportunities digital commu-
nications offer for Africa’s development. I highly recommend this book to
scholars in communication.

Nairobi, Kenya Prof. Laban P. Ayiro, Ph.D.
Vice Chancellor of Daystar University

Professor of Research Methods

Laban P. Ayiro, Ph.D. is the incumbent Vice-Chancellor of Daystar University
and a Full Professor of Research Methods. He also teaches at Indiana University
(USA) and the Nelson Mandela University (South Africa). Prof. Ayiro consults
for UNICEF and World Bank Group on Curriculum Reforms and Economics
of Higher Education in Kenya, respectively. He is also a peer-reviewer for the
Commission of University Education in Kenya and an external examiner for
several universities both nationally and internationally. In his career path, Prof.
Ayiro has engaged in educational leadership at school and provincial level, policy
development and implementation at the ministry headquarters, curriculum devel-
opment at the Kenya Institute of Curriculum Development and is currently the
National External Evaluator of the Competency-Based Curriculum that has just
been rolled out (UNICEF/GoK Consultant).

Prof. Ayiro is a Senior Fulbright Scholar of University of Texas A&M and
has a wide research and publication track record of over thirty publications.
He holds a doctorate in Business Management, M.Sc. in Entrepreneurship
Studies from Kenyatta University, MA in International Relations (United States
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International University—Kenya), M.Ed. in Finance, Economics, and Planning
from the University of Witwatersrand, and B.Ed. in Chemistry and Mathematics
from McGill University (Canada).

Prof. Ayiro previously served as Ag Vice-Chancellor of Moi University for
approximately 2 years.
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Methodology, Behsâu-Pehsa Methodology, Er/Set/Sthenå/S-tut/Tut
Methodology, Ujamaa Methodology, Consciencist Methodology, and
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