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PREFACE

This edited volume is a concerted effort of academics from various parts
of the world to explore key issues in Sino-Vatican relations, Church lead-
ership, and the development of local Catholic communities. The coop-
eration of experts across national boundaries is the main strength of the
book. Among the authors are three Italians, four Chinese, one French,
and one American. Together they contribute articles, which discuss the
Chinese Catholic Church and the aspects of its activities such as pol-
itics, diplomacy, literature, charities, pilgrims, and youths. Most of the
authors, of two nationalities, live in China and offer the insiders’ perspec-
tive on the Chinese Catholic Church and its relations with the Vatican.
Two Italians write on the Church in the post-Mao era, providing read-
ers with detailed analyses to further understand Sino-Vatican relations
and the provisional agreement that Pope Francis reached with Beijing
on the appointment of bishops in China in September 2018. Other
authors consider the activities inside the Church. This volume is timely
and approaches the topic of the Chinese Catholic Church from the view-
points of policies, people, organizations, communities, and the landmark
in Sino-Vatican relations in 2018.

The editors would like to thank Rev. Peter Choy of the Holy Spirit
Seminary and the Yuan Dao Study Society for the generous support
of this book. They also appreciate the expertise and work of Mr. Tom
Marling in preparing the volume for publication. Looking beyond the
publication of this book, the editors would like to draw your attention
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to a much larger project in future, on the Catholic Church in China and
other East Asian countries. Stay tuned for the news of the upcoming
publications of the authors.

Hong Kong Baptist University, Hong Kong Cindy Yik-yi Chu
Santa Clara University, USA Paul P. Mariani



NOTE oN NAMES OF PEOPLE AND PLACES

Pinyin is used for the names of people and places in China mainland, for
example, Xi Jinping and Sheshan, respectively. As for Chinese Catholics
on the mainland, their Christian names appear before their Chinese
names, for example, Aloysius Jin Luxian—]Jin being his family name and
Luxian being the combination of the two Chinese characters that follow
his family name. There are exceptions, such as Ignatius Kung Pinmei and
Dominic Tang Yiming.

As for Chinese Catholics in Hong Kong and outside the mainland,
their names are spelled in the way they prefer, for example, Joseph Zen
Ze-kiun—whose family name is Zen and Ze-kiun being the two Chinese
characters following his family name.



CONTENTS

1 The Chinese Catholic Church in Changing Times
Cindy Yik-yi Chu

PartI Policies

2 An Overview of the Catholic Church in Post-Mao China
Gianni Criveller

3 The Development of the Underground Church
in Post-Mao China
Sergio Ticozzi

Part II People

4 Bishop Jin Luxian and the Chinese Catholic Patriotic
Association of Shanghai
Rachel Xiaohong Zhu

5 Joseph Cardinal Zen Ze-kiun of Hong Kong
Beatrice K. F. Leung

29

45

61

xi



xii  CONTENTS
Part III Organizations

6 The Studium Biblicum Franciscanum Sinense from
1976 to Present
Raissa De Gruttola

7 The Jinde Charities Foundation of Hebei Province
and Catholic Charities in China
Zhipeng Zhang

Part IV Communities

8 Recent Developments of Youth Ministry in China
Bruno Lepeu

9 The Sheshan “Miracle” and Its Interpretations
Paul P. Mariani

Index

81

93

111

129

153



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Cindy Yik-yi Chu is Professor of History at Hong Kong Baptist
University. She writes on the Catholic Church and the Catholic sis-
ters in China and Hong Kong. She has published 15 books and 50
some articles in edited volumes and journals. Her recent works
include The Catholic Church in China: 1978 to the Present (Palgrave,
2012), Catholicism in China, 1900-Present (Editor, Palgrave, 2014),
The Chinese Sisters of the Precious Blood and the Evolution of the
Catholic Church (Palgrave, 2016), and Foreign Missionaries and the
Indigenization of the Chinese Catholic Church (Editor, Centre for
Catholic Studies, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 2017). She is
interested in the history of the Catholic Church in modern and contem-
porary China and Hong Kong, Catholic sisters in Chinese societies, and
Sino-Vatican relations. She is now working on a book on the history of
Sino-Vatican relations in the contemporary period.

Gianni Criveller is Dean of Studies and Professor of Theology at
the PIME International Missionary School of Theology in Monza
(Milan) and Advisor to the National Council of the Italian Theological
Association. He specializes in the encounter between China and
Christianity. He has taught and researched in Hong Kong and Greater
China since 1991. He taught at the Holy Spirit Seminary College in
Hong Kong and was a Research Fellow at The Chinese University of
Hong Kong. He also served as a researcher at the Holy Spirit Study

Xiii



Xiv  NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Centre in Hong Kong (1997-2013). He is a frequent speaker at aca-
demic symposiums around the world. He has published about twenty
books and hundreds of essays in specialized journals in various languages.

Raissa De Gruttola holds a Ph.D. in Asian and African Studies
(Chinese) at the Ca’ Foscari University of Venice (2017) and is Adjunct
Professor of Chinese Language at the University of Perugia. Her main
research interests are Gabriele Allegra and the first complete translation
of the Catholic Bible in Chinese. She has conducted extensive research
in archives, presented in international conferences, and published articles
in academic journals. Her fields of research also include the presence of
Christians and Franciscan missionaries in China and the various versions
of the Bible in Chinese.

Bruno Lepeu is Researcher at the Holy Spirit Study Centre, Hong
Kong. He is a French priest of Missions Etrangeres de Paris. He has
served the Church in Hong Kong since 1994 and has been involved in
youth ministry. Lepeu obtained a Master’s degree in Agriculture (1987),
a Master’s degree in Theology (1994), and the Doctoral candidature
in Theology at the Institut Catholique de Paris since 2018 working on
“The appropriation of the faith by young Catholics in China: a figure of
the emerging Church:?”

Beatrice K. F. Leung is Research Professor of General Education at
Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages, Kaohsiung, Taiwan. She
obtained her Ph.D. from The London School of Economics and Political
Science. Her research interest is church-state relations in the greater
China region. She has authored and edited eleven books and more than
seventy scholarly articles. Her latest works are two edited volumes: The
Catholic Church in Taiwan: Birth, Growth and Development and The
Catholic Church in Taiwan: Problems and Prospects (Palgrave, 2018).

Paul P. Mariani is a Jesuit priest and the Edmund Campion, SJ
Endowed Professor of History at Santa Clara University. He is the
author of Church Militant: Bishop Kunyg and Catholic Resistance in
Communist Shanghai (Harvard, 2011), which explores church-state
conflict in the early years of the People’s Republic of China. His articles
have appeared in the Journal of Church and State, the Review of Religion
and Chinese Society, The Catholic Historical Review, Studies in World
Christianity, Encyclopedin of Global Christianity, and America. He is



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS  xv

currently working on a book on the Shanghai Catholic community in the
early reform era. He has a B.A. from Harvard, an M.A. from Fordham,
an M.Div. from the Jesuit School of Theology at Berkeley, and a Ph.D.
from the University of Chicago.

Sergio Ticozzi is Researcher at the Holy Spirit Study Centre, Hong
Kong. He was born in Brugherio, Milan, Italy in 1943, and was
ordained a Catholic priest in 1968. He completed philosophical and the-
ological studies at the Pontifical Institute for Foreign Missions in Milan,
and Chinese language and cultural studies at the New Asia College in
Hong Kong. Since 1969, he has been working in Hong Kong in pastoral
and educational fields. He also spent seven years as translator in Beijing
and six years as educator in the Philippines. His interests are related
to modern Chinese society, the history of Chinese religions, and the
Catholic Church in Hong Kong and China.

Rachel Xiaohong Zhu is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at
Fudan University. She specializes in the methodology of religious stud-
ies, feminist theology, contemporary Catholicism, and the Catholic
Church in China. She has published ten books and over seventy arti-
cles on Christianity and the Catholic Church in China. Zhu is a mem-
ber of the editorial committee of the series of Systematic Theology of
Brill since 2007 and of the Journal of Christian Thought Review in China
since 2002. She is also a standing committee member of the Catholic
Intelligentsia Association of Shanghai.

Zhipeng Zhang teaches in Nanjing Institute of Technology. He is a
member of the East Asian Society for the Scientific Study of Religion.
His research interests are religion economics, religion and the rule of
law, social change theory, and faith-based philanthropy. Zhang’s publi-
cations include Economics of Development: Elements, Paths and Strategies
(Nanjing University Press, 2008) and forty some papers in Chinese. He
has a regular column in China Ethnic News, publishing more than 200
essays on religion and economy as well as religion and society.



BCCCC
CCAC
CCPr
CCPA
CDPF
CRS
CTPM

HKSAR
NCEE
NGO
NPO
OCLP

PIME
PRC
PSB
ROC
SARA
SBM
SBV
TCV
Ucanews
UFWD
WTO

ABBREVIATIONS

Bishops’ Conference of the Catholic Church in China
Chinese Catholic Church Administrative Committee
Chinese Communist Party

Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association

China Disabled Persons’ Federation

Catholic Relief Services

Committee of the Three-self Patriotic Movement of the Protestant
Churches in China

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

National College Entrance Examination
Non-Governmental Organization

Non-Profit Organization

Occupy Central with Love and Peace (also known as Umbrella
Movement)

Pontifical Institute for Foreign Missions

People’s Republic of China

Public Security Bureau

Republic of China (Taiwan)

State Administration of Religious Affairs
School-Based Management

Studium Biblicum Version

Todwy’s Chinese Version of the Bible (1975)

Union of Catholic Asian News

United Front Work Department

World Trade Organization

xvii



Table 7.1
Table 7.2

Table 7.3

Table 7.4

L1sT OF TABLES

Catholic welfare entities in China

Catholic institutions for the adoption of abandoned infants
in China

Catholic health and rehabilitation institutions for the
adoption of people with intellectual disabilities in China
Leprosy rehabilitation institutions served by Chinese

and foreign Catholic nuns

97

99

100

101

Xix



®

Check for
updates

CHAPTER 1

The Chinese Catholic Church
in Changing Times

Cindy Yik-yi Chu

Abstract In September 2018, the Vatican announced that Pope Francis
had reached a provisional agreement with Beijing on the appointment of
bishops in China. The Vatican expressed the hope that this breakthrough
would lead to further improvements in its relations with Beijing. In a
landmark in the history of the Catholic Church in contemporary China,
the two sides agreed to allow for the ordination of bishops agreeable to
both the Vatican and China. This book provides readers with the informa-
tion and insights needed to better understand Sino-Vatican relations and
the rationale behind the decisions taken by Pope Francis. It includes arti-
cles that discuss the Chinese Church as a whole and those that focus on
particular aspects of its activities, including diplomacy, politics, leadership,
pilgrims, and youths.

Keywords China - Hong Kong - Shanghai - Catholic Church -
Sino-Vatican relations
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