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Instructions for the Reader

The quotations are the following:

— The main article is quoted as (Griffin ((XX))) or (Griffin (XX)).

— The response 1 and response 2 are referred to as (R 1 ((XX))) or: (R 1
(XX)); respectively (R 2 ((XX))) or: (R 2 (XX)).

— The critique 1 and the critique 2 are referred to as (Baker 1 ((XX))) or:
(Baker 1 (XX)); respectively (Baker 2 ((XX))) or: (Baker 2 (XX)).

— The three rounds of the secondary debate are referred to as (Secondary
Debate 1, 2 or 3 (XX)).
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gandes et influences (France 1962-2002), thése de doctorat, Université de Perpi-
gnan 2004.
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Foreword by the Series Editor

In his 1996 survey of classic and neo-fascism, Walter Laqueur wrote that ,,[t]he
prospects of the extreme Right in the former Soviet Union and Soviet bloc seem
better than in most other parts of the world.“! Eight years later, the Commissioner
for Human Rights of the Council of Europe, Alvaro Gil-Robles, after two visits to
Russia in 2004, reported to the CoE’s Parliamentary Assembly: ,,I would like to
stress again that the widespread rise in xenophobia is most alarming. Excessive
nationalism and the ideologies transmitted by parties and organizations attached to
the extreme right are the main causes of this state of affairs.“2 Aleksandra
Radkovskaya, a psychologist at Moscow State University, in late 2005, argued
that ,,[x]enophobia exists in many countries, but in Russia it has become a norm, a
commonplace for the majority of the country.*3

The appearance of a volume of collected essays, statements and letters on fascism
in a book series on post-Soviet politics might have seemed out of place a few
years ago. However, as the above statements indicate, recent Russian affairs con-
stitute a suitable context for the publication of a discussion of the notion of generic

1 Walter Laqueur, Fascism: Past, Present, Future (New York: Oxford University Press,
1996), 178. Already in 1993, Assen Ignatow had noted: ,,One of the most important and
dangerous spiritual events of the post-communist period is the ‘sudden’ resurgence of
conservative-nationalistic fundamentalism and its messianic pretensions.* See his paper
,»Das postkommunistische Vakuum und die neuen Ideologien: Zur gegenwértigen geisti-
gen Situation in RuBland,” Osteuropa 43, no. 4 (1993): 311-327, here 313. The most
important early analysis of the resurgence of Russian ultranationalism after the break-up
of the Soviet Union was Walter Laqueur’s seminal Black Hundred: The Rise of the Ex-
treme Right in Russia (New York: HarperCollins, 1993). One of the earliest warnings
against the coming threat was the same author’s article ,,Russian Nationalism,* Foreign
Affairs 71, no. 5 (1992/1993), http://www.foreignaffairs.org/19921201faessay5906/
walter-laqueur/russian-nationalism.html.

2 Report by Mr Alvaro Gil-Robles, Commissioner for Human Rights, on his Visit to the
Russian Federation 15 to 30 July 2004, 19 to 29 September 2004 (Strasbourg: Council
of Europe, 2005), 67. At about the same time, the late Thomas Parland wrote that, ,,[i]n
post-totalitarian Russia, the ideological climate has been gravitating more and more to-
wards right-wing conservative values coloured by Russian nationalism.*“ See his The
Extreme Nationalist Threat in Russia: The Growing Influence of Western Rightist Ideas.
RoutledgeCurzon Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe Series 3 (London: Rout-
ledgeCurzon, 2005), 1.

3 As quoted in Financial Times, 30" December 2005.
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fascism and its relation to neo-fascism. The study of contemporary mainstream
(and not only fringe) politics in Russia is a setting
- where ,,fascism® is still a topical, and not only academic matter,
- where it is, as illustrated by numerous political and legal actions concerning
the term ,,fascism,* a concept of societal concern, and
- where the issues discussed below acquire more than a mere historical, cul-
tural or sociological meaning.4

It 1s true that there is already a rather (too?) large number of collected works on
fascism. Moreover, the below debate has already been published in three issues of
Erwdgen Wissen Ethik in 2004-2005.5 A few years before, the same journal had
published two equally stimulating controversies on Wolfgang Wippermann’s
theory of fascism,6 and Ernst Nolte’s philosophy of history,? the former of which
has, in the meantime, too been reprinted as a book.8 Already, in the late 1960s, a
provocative essay by Gilbert Allardyce had triggered a series of responses remi-
niscent of the dispute below.? Not to mention the hundreds of conference papers
and journal essays on fascism reprinted in dozens of more or less voluminous
collections, the most important of which—the massive five-volume Fascism
within Routledge’s Concepts of Political Science series—has been compiled by no
other than Roger Griffin, the main protagonist in the debate published here.10

4 For some early indications, see Aleksandr A. Galkin, ,,Rossiiskii fashizm?*“ Sotsi-
ologicheskii zhurnal, no. 2 (1994): 17-27; idem and lurii Krasin, ,,O pravom radikalizme
v rossiiskom obshchestve,“ Obozrevatel’, no. 12 (1995): 52-58; Aleksandr Yanov, Posle
El'’tsina: ,,Veimarskaya“ Rossiya (Moscow: KRUK, 1995); Vladimir Ilyushenko, ed.,

Nuzhen li Gitler Rossii? Po materialam Mezhdunarodnogo foruma ,,Fashizm v totali-

tarnom i posttotalitarnom obshchestve: ideynye osnovy, sotsial’naya baza, poli-

ticheskaya aktivnost’, * Moskva, 20-22 yanvarya 1995 goda (Moscow: PIK, 1996).

Vol. 15, nos. 3 & 4 (2004); vol. 16, no. 4 (2005).

Ethik und Sozialwissenschaften 11, no. 2 (2000): 289-334.

Erwdgen Wissen Ethik 13, no. 1 (2002): 75-172.

Wolfgang Wippermann and Werner Loh, eds., ,, Faschismus “ — kontrovers. Erwigung-

skultur in Forschung und Praxis 3 (Stuttgart: Lucius & Lucius, 2002).

9 Gilbert Allardyce, ,,What Fascism is Not: Thoughts on the Deflation of a Concept,*
American Historical Review 84, no. 2 (1979): 367-398. Roger Griffin’s essay ,,The Pri-
macy of Culture: The Current Growth (or Manufacture) of Consensus within Fascist
Studies,” The Journal of Contemporary History 37, no. 1 (2002): 21-43—postulating the
existence of a growing scholarly consensus about the definition of fascism—also pro-
voked controversy that anticipated many of the issues raised in the Erwdgen Wissen
Ethik debate.

10 Roger Griffin in collaboration with Matthew Feldmann, eds., Critical Concepts in
Political Science: Fascism. 5 Vols. (London: Routledge 2004). See also Roger Griffin,
ed., Fascism (Oxford: Oxford University Press 1995); idem, ed., International Fascism:
Theories, Causes and the New Consensus (London: Arnold, 1998).

o0 3 O\
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If seen against such a background, adding yet another thick volume to shelves
already overloaded with publications on comparative fascist studies may seem
redundant. This would be wrong not only in view of the specific format of the
Erwdgen Wissen Ethik discussions distinguishing this journal’s essay collections
significantly from standard anthologies, and constituting a pioneering enterprise in
contemporary Western humanities. As indicated, the endeavor gains also rele-
vance in the light of recent developments in Eastern Europe. At least, within the
study of Russia, researchers should still be grateful to be provided with one more
update on comparative fascist studies, and to be able to follow a debate which
deals prominently with some central issues in the assessment of current Russian
trends, such as the question and degree of the comparability of inter-war and post-
Cold War political phenomena,!! and the significance of groupuscular and meta-
political forms of ultra-nationalism in contrast to the movements and regimes that
dominated European history between 1918 and 1945.

There is a second reason why such a volume appears well-placed within a German
book series on Soviet affairs. The theory of totalitarianism claimed a number of
important similarities between fascist and (purportedly) communist regimes—an
approach that has, by now, become widely accepted by most scholars, including
many in post-Soviet Russia. In Germany, furthermore, the concept of totalitarian-
ism acquired a political role in as far as ,,anti-totalitarianism* became a founding
myth of the Federal Republic of Germany, and led to the emergence of a number
of laws and procedures that inhibit the freedom of expression of both extreme
right- and radical left-wingers to an, in the Western context, unusually high de-
gree.

,, Totalitarianism’s* special importance for German post-1945 patriotism may have
been also a reason for the transformation, in West Germany, of the originally
unpretentious (and, some may argue, in and as of itself empty) concept of ,,ex-
tremism‘ into a whole new, nation-wide political science sub-discipline that is
called Extremismusforschung—extremism studies—and has its own yearbook,

11 A brief discussion of the seminal essay on this issue somewhat reminds the Erwdgen
Wissen Ethik debates. See, Stephen E. Hanson and Jeffrey S. Kopstein, ,,The Wei-
mar/Russia Comparison,” Post-Soviet Affairs 13, no. 3 (1997): 252-283; Stephen D.
Shenfield, ,,The Weimar/Russia Comparison: Reflections on Hanson and Kopstein,*
Post-Soviet Affairs 14, no. 4 (1998): 355-368; Jeffrey S. Kopstein and Stephen E. Han-
son, ,,Paths to Uncivil Societies and Anti-Liberal States: A Reply to Shenfield,” Post-
Soviet Affairs 14, no. 4 (1998): 369-375.
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book series, specialized journal, and section within the German Political Science
Associaton.12 Within ,,extremism studies,* the state-typological concept of totali-
tarianism develops into the ideology-typological notion of ,,political extremism*
which asserts a fundamental similarity between radically ascriptive and ultra-
egalitarian ideas. Right-wing rejections of the idea of democracy are seen as of the
same kind as left-wing utopias about a more ,,just” form of society (than liberal
democracy). Marxism and racism appear as, fundamentally, alike insofar as they
belong to one and the same genus—,,political extremism.*13

Within this particular context, the publication of a book on fascism in a series on
Soviet affairs is less of a surprise than it would have been in other national schol-
arly frameworks where ,,extremism* might be a less prominent concept. If not
only the regimes and states created by those leaders claiming to be particularly
patriotic or especially universalistic are similar, as the theory of totalitarianism has
been asserting for more than fifty years, but also their ideas are strongly likened to
each other, as the concept of political extremisms claims—then ,,communism* and
,fascism® are two sides of one medal. Many, if not most findings that comparative
fascist studies have to offer should be also relevant to the study of communism.
Within ,,extremism studies, this should concern not only institutions created and
actions undertaken by ,.extremists® (as the concept of totalitarianism had already
suggested), but also their world views, biographies, psychology, culture, habits,
etc.

A number of caveats have to be stated:

1. The main part of this debate was conducted in 2003-2004. Only A. James

12 Jahrbuch Extremismus & Demokratie 1-17 (1989-2006), http://www.nomos.de/;
Schriftenreihe Extremismus und Demokratie 1-13 (2001-2005), http://www.nomos.de/;
Schriften des Hannah-Arendt-Instituts 1-29 (1995-2006), http://www.tu-dresden.de/hait/
publ sch.htm; Totalitarismus und Demokratie 1-2 (2004-2005), http://www.hait.tu-
dresden.de/td/; ,,Ad-hoc Gruppe ‘Politischer Extremismus’ in der DVPW,* http://www.
politik.uni-mainz.de/dvpw-politischer-extremismus/. See furthermore http://www.
extremismus.comny/.

13 Of course, there are adherents of the assumptions of German ,,extremism studies” as
well as similar research networks outside Germany too. For instance, the European Con-
sortium for Political Research comprises an active Standing Group on Extremism &
Democracy that publishes its own newsletter and book series. See http://webhost.
ua.ac.be/extremismanddemocracy/. Yet, at least on the national level, it is only in Ger-
many that this approach has been systematically developed into an entire study and re-
search program with a refined conceptual framework and formidable institutional infra-
structure.
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Gregor’s and my exchange of letters, documented as a ,,Secondary Debate,*
at the end of this book lingered into 2005. Therefore, the more recent lit-
erature on comparative neo/fascism and related issues discussed below!4 as
well as on Russian fascism and Aleksandr Dugin, the subject of the ,,Secon-

14

To name, in chronlogical order, but a few, for the various issues in the below discussion,
potentially relevant English- and German-language studies which have appeared since
2004 and could thus not fully or not at all be incorporated here: Frangois Furet and Ernst
Nolte, Fascism and Communism. With a preface by Tsvetan Todorov. Translated by
Katherine Golsan. European Horizons Series (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
2004); Robert O. Paxton, The Anatomy of Fascism (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2004);
Michael Mann, Fascists (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004); Angelica
Fenner and Eric D. Weitz, eds., Fascism and Neofascism: Critical Writings on the Radi-
cal Right in Europe. Studies in European Culture and History (Houndsmills, Basing-
stoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004); Cas Mudde, Racist Extremism in Central and Eastern
Europe. Extremism and Democracy Series (London: Routledge, 2004); Wolfgang Ges-
senharter and Thomas Pfeiffer, eds., Die neue Rechte — eine Gefahr fiir die Demokratie?
(Wiesbaden: Verlag fiir Sozialwissenschaften, 2004); Sven Reichardt, ,,Was mit dem Fa-
schismus passiert ist: Ein Literaturbericht zur internationalen Faschismusforschung seit
1990. Teil 1,* Neue Politische Literatur 49 (2004): 385-406; Armin Nolzen and Sven
Reichardt, eds., Faschismus in Deutschland und Italien: Studien zu Transfer und Ver-
gleich (Goéttingen: Wallstein, 2005); Wolfgang Wippermann, ,, Auserwdhite Opfer?
Shoah und Porrajmos im Vergleich: Eine Kontroverse. Geschichtswissenschaft 2 (Ber-
lin: Frank & Timme, 2005); Leonid Luks, ,,Bolschewismus, Faschismus und National-
sozialismus im Vergleich: Ein Skizze,” in: Waltraud Schreiber, ed., Der Vergleich: Eine
Methode zur Férderung historischer Kompetenzen (Neuried: ars una, 2005), 157-193,
http://www 1 ku-eichstaett.de/ZIMOS/Netzwerk/Dateien/BolschFaschNS.pdf; Elisabeth
Carter, The Extreme Right in Western Europe: Success or Failure? (Manchester: Man-
chester University Press, 2005); Carlo Ruzza, Reinventing the Italian Right: Territorial
Politics, Populism and ,, Post-Fascism“ (Routledge, 2005); Chlo¢ Lachauer, Die dunkle
Seite Europas: Rechtsextreme auf dem Weg zum politischen Akteur? Netzwerkbildung
der Rechten in der Europdischen Union (Marburg: Tectum, 2005); Pieter Klandermans
and Nonna Mayer, eds., Extreme Right Activists in Europe: Through the Magnifying
Glass. Extremism and Democracy Series (London: Routledge, 2005); Stefan Breuer,
Nationalismus und Faschismus: Frankreich, Italien und Deutschland im Vergleich
(Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 2005); Uwe Backes and Eckhard Jesse,
Vergleichende Extremismusforschung. Extremismus und Demokratie 11 (Baden-Baden:
Nomos, 2005); idem, eds., Gefdhrdungen der Freiheit: Extremistische Ideologien im
Vergleich. Schriften des Hannah-Arendt-Instituts 29 (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ru-
precht, 2006), Thomas Grumke and Thomas Greven, eds., Globalisierter Rechtsextre-
mismus? Die extremistische Rechte in der Ara der Globalisierung (Wiesbaden: Verlag
fiir Sozialwissenschaften, 2006); Piero Ignazi, Extreme Right Parties in Western Europe
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2006); Roger Griffin, ed., Fascism, Totalitarian-
ism and Political Religion (London: Routledge, 2006); George Michael, The Enemy of
My Enemy: The Alarming Convergence of Militant Islam and the Extreme Right (Law-
rence: University of Kansas Press, 2006); Richard Wolin, The Seduction of Unreason:
The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism (Princeton,
NJ: Princeton University Press, 2006); Roger Eatwell, Fascism and the Extreme Right.
Extremism and Democracy Series (London: Routledge, 2006); Cyprian Blamires, ed.,
World Fascism: A Historical Encyclopedia (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2006).
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dary Debate, !5 is not or only partly considered here.

. The discussion is reproduced here almost exactly as it appeared in Erwdgen

Wissen Ethik. The nature of the exchange as consisting of direct responses
to previous statements did not allow the editors to permit improvements or
corrections by the authors in their original contributions. Such an option
could have triggered a (potentially endless) chain reaction of alterations. We
thus had to stick to the 2004 version.!16

. In connection with the latter issue, it needs to be emphasized that the 2003-

2004 Erwdgen Wissen Ethik controversy was a discussion conducted under
some constraints concerning the deadlines for, and length of, the individual
contributions. Except for Griffin’s initial, main article, they had to be writ-
ten under certain pressure—which, no doubt, the reader will sometimes feel.
All participants had to make their statements relatively quickly, i.e. within

15

16

Mark Sedgwick, Against the Modern World: Traditionalism and the Secret Intellectual
History of the Twentieth History (New York: Oxford University Press, 2004); Stefan
Wiederkehr, ,,’Kontinent Evrasija’ — Klassischer Eurasismus und Geopolitik in der Les-
art Alexander Dugins,” in: Markus Kaiser, ed., Auf der Suche nach Eurasien: Politik,
Religion und Alltagskultur zwischen Russland und FEuropa. Bibliotheca Eurasica 1
(Bielefeld: transcript, 2004), 25-138; Leonid Luks, ,,Eurasien aus neototalitirer Sicht —
Zur Renaissance einer Ideologie im heutigen Russland,* Totalitarismus und Demokratie
1, no. 1 (2004): 63-76; Marléne Laruelle, ,,The Two Faces of Contemporary Eurasia-
nism: An Imperial Version of Russian Nationalism,* Nationalities Papers 32, no. 1
(2004): 116-136; L.Ya. Dadiani, ,,Fakty i mysli o russkom fashizme: Diskurs,” in: idem
and G.M. Denisovskii, eds., Sotsial’noe soglasie protiv pravogo ekstremizma 3-4
(Moskva: Izdatel’stvo instituta sotsiologii RAN, 2005), 145-215; Vladimir Pribylovskii
and Vyacheslav Likhachev, eds., Russkoe Natsional 'noe Edinstovo. V 2-kh tomakh. So-
viet and Post-Soviet Politics and Society 10 (Stuttgart: ibidem-Verl., 2005); Anastasia V.
Mitrofanova, The Politicization of Russian Orthodoxy: Actors and Ideas. Soviet and
Post-Soviet Politics and Society 13 (Stuttgart: ibidem-Verl., 2005); Leonid Luks, Der
russische ,,Sonderweg“? Aufsditze zur neuesten Geschichte Russlands im europdischen
Kontext. Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and Society 16 (Stuttgart: ibidem-Verl., 2005);
Marlen Laryuél’ [Marleéne Laruelle], ,,Aleksandr Dugin, ideologicheskii posrednik,* in:
Aleksandr Verkhovskii, ed., Tsena nenavisti: Natsionalizm v Rossii i protivodeistvie ra-
sistskim prestupleniyam (Moskva: Sova, 2005), 226-253; Aleksandr Verkhovskii, ed.,
Putyami nesvobody (Moskva: Sova, 2005); Andreas Umland, ,,‘Negrazhdanskoe
obshchestvo’ v Rossii,” Forum noveishei vostochnoevropeiskoi istorii i kul’tury 2, no. 2
(2005), http://www 1 .ku-eichstaett.de/ZIMOS/forum/docs/Umland%20richtig.pdf; idem,
,» Konservativnaya revolyutsiya’: imya sobstvennoe ili rodovoe ponyatie?* Voprosy
filosofii, no. 2 (2006): 116-126.

This is also one of the reasons for leaving the German contributions in German language,
as they were submitted originally. Some minor stylistic changes were made in all the
contributions, and some sources were updated in the endnotes. The Erwdgen Wissen
Ethik contributions’ formatting was slightly changed in order to secure greater uniform-
ity. Apart from that, no changes to the initial debate were made. Only the foreword, af-
terword and appendix were added. The usual caveats concerning possible erroneous in-
formation or interpretation in the contributions apply.



FASCISM PAST & PRESENT, WEST & EAST 27

three months or so. The contributions are thus not fully worked through
journal papers, but can be thought of as interventions in a panel discussion
of a paper delivered at a conference.17

4. The volume is, therefore, not the usual collection of extensively edited re-
search papers, but a text that follows the aims of the Erwdgen Wissen Ethik
project as stated on the journal’s WWW site.18 The purpose of Erwdgen
Wissen Ethik is to create a forum that allows scholars to debate key issues in
a field of enquiry and move towards consensus, or, at least, reformulate the
original questions and issues. The purpose is thus heuristic rather than ad-
versarial—whatever the tone of certain interventions.

The particular value of the below protracted, complex, sometimes arid, some
exhilarating controversy lies in highlighting differences in scholarly approaches to
classic and neo-fascism as generic phenomena, and revealing what practical reper-
cussions the various approaches have for an evaluation of individual cases ranging
from late 19th-century German ultra-nationalism to early 21st-century Russian
right-wing extremism. The debate’s rationale is less to present new empirical
findings or theoretical approaches, but to give some major specialists in the field
the opportunity to ,,deliberate” on them. It is the course, turns and tone of the
exchange—rather than the (often already known) contents of the individual contri-
butions—that might be the most interesting aspects of the following lively discus-
sion.19

A.U.
Kyiv, March 2006

17 It should be mentioned though that, as Werner Loh has clarified to me, the debate’s
participants were not obliged to make their contributions and had, until a certain point,
the opportunity to withdraw them. In other words, the discussants were always free to
leave this debate. While the above caveat remains, the below statements can thus also not
be regarded as somehow inadequate expressions of their authors’ views.

18 http://iug.uni-paderborn.de/ewe/konzept.htm.

19 In an appendix, the debate is complemented with an English translation of a 1997 essay
on fascism by Aleksandr Dugin. Dugin’s article which became the subject of A. James
Gregor’s and my exchange (Secondary Debate) that span off from the discussion of
Griffin. The text is both, a documentation of the point I tried to make in my critique of
Gregor’s evaluation of Dugin, and a peculiar additional contribution to our debate on
fascism by somebody who actually subscribes (or, at least, claims to subscribe) to it.
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I  Main Article/Hauptartikel

Fascism’s new faces (and new facelessness)
in the ,,post-fascist* epoch

Roger Griffin

Summary. The article offers a synopsis of a theory of fascism’s definitional core
and its evolution in the 20th century that is fully consistent with the ,,new consen-
sus‘ that has grown up in Anglophone fascist studies. Its main contestable features
are that:

a) its methodological premise is derived from Max Weber’s theory of the ,,ideal
type* which rejects Marxist, essentialist, or metapolitical notions of the ,,fas-
cist minimum;*

b) it identifies this minimum in a core ideology of national rebirth (palingenesis)
that embraces a vast range of highly diverse concrete historical permutations;

c) while fully recognizing the singularity of Nazism, the application of this the-
ory to the Third Reich categorizes it as an outstanding example of a fascist re-
gime;

d) its application to the post-war era identifies new variants of fascism that have
evolved a long way from its inter-war manifestations, notably those associated
with Third Position and the New Right;

e) it postulates a major organizational transformation within post-war fascism
since its extensive ,,groupuscularization, namely the emergence of ,,rhizomic*
qualities.

1 Not ,,fascism* again! An apologetic preamble

((1)) The European New Right, so alarmed at the prospect of the comprehensive
homogenization of culture in the wake of the inexorable process of globalization,
should take comfort that there is no equivalent of McDonaldization in the human
sciences. On the contrary, they continue to host a steady proliferation of contested
definitions, methodological assumptions, conceptual frameworks, and ethical



